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The Epistle Dedicatory to the 
Right Honourable the Lady Marchto- 
nefs (T 0 . Lady of Honour to the 
Duchcfs of Burgundy, 

Madam, 

qpHE great kindnefles I received 
from M. de Guilleragues, your 
illuftrious father, during my abode at 
Conftantinople, fome years ago, are too 
frefh in my mind, for me to negleft. 
any opportunity of publifhing what I 
owe to his memory. Were he ftill 
alive for the welfare of France, and 
my particular advantage, I would take 
the liberty to dedicate this work to 
him ; not only as my benefactor, but 
as a perfon raoft capable of judging 
what is fine, and infpiring others with 
the like fentiments. Every one re¬ 
members the wonderful exaCtnefs of 
A 2 his 
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his judgment; the meaneft of his 
tlioughts had fomething in them that 
was Alining; and his loweft exprelfions 
were always exadt and nice, which 
made every one admire him : For ne¬ 
ver had any man fo much wit and fo 
much folidity. I have feen him at a 
time when he was fo much taken up 
with the affairs of his matter, that no 
body could expedt any thing from him 
but what related to his miniftry, and 
his profound capacity to manage the 
mo ft knotty negociations ; yet all the 
weight of his employment diminifhed 
nothing of his inimitable pleafantnefs, 
which charmed his friends, and was 
agreeable even to thofe barbarous na¬ 
tions with whom that great man did 
treat. After the lofs of him, which 
to me is irreparable, I could not ad- 
drefs myfelf to any other perfon than 
yourfelf. Madam, fince you alone can 
fupply the want of him to me; there¬ 
fore 
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fore it is that X take the boldnefs to 
beg of you the fame protection for this 
book, that you was pleafed to grant to 
the French tranflation of the feven Ara¬ 
bian ftories that I had the honour to 
prefent you. 

You may perhaps wonder. Madam, 
that X have not fmce that time prefented 
them to you in print; but the reafon of 
it is, that when I was about putting 
them to the prefs, I was informed that 
thofe feven ftories were taken out of a 
prodigious collection of ftories of the 
like fort, in titled, One thoufand and 
one Nights. r l his difeovery obliged me 
to fufpend the printing of them, and 
to ufe my. endeavours to get that col¬ 
lection I was forced to fend for it 
from Syria, and have tranflated into 
French this firft volume, being one of 
the four that were fent me. Thefe 
ftories will certainly divert you; Ma- 
A 3 dam, 
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dam, much more than thofe you have 
already feen. They are new to you, 
and more in number: You will alfo 

r 

perceive with pleafure, the ingenious 
defign of this anonymous Arabian, who 
has given us thefe ftories after the man¬ 
ner of his country, fabulous indeed, 
but very diverting, 

I beg, Madam, your acceptance of 
this fmall prefent, which I have the 
honour to make you, it is a public 
teftimony of my acknowledgment of 
the profound refpeft, with which I am, 
and fhall for ever be. 

Madam , 

your moji humble , and 
mojl obedient fervant. 

GALLAND. 


( TO ) 


PREFACE. 



reader with an opinion of the merit and 
beauty of the following work. There needs 
no more but to read it, to Jatisfy any man 
that hitherto nothing Jo fine, of this nature, 
has appeared in any language. 

What can he more ingenious , than to compofe 
Juch a prodigious quantity of pleafant jlories , 
whofe variety is Jurpriftng, and whofe con¬ 
nexion is Jo wonderful ? We know not the 
name of the author offo great a work', but 
probably it is not all done by one hand ; for 
how can we Juppofe that one man alone, could 
have invention enough to make fo many fine 
things ? 

If Jlories of this fort be pleafant and di¬ 
verting, becauje of the wonders they ujually 


contain. 
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contain, tbeje have certainly the advantage 
above all that have yet been publijhed, be - 
caufe they are full of furpriftng events , which 
engage our attention , and Jheiv how much the 
Arabians furpafs other nations in compofures of 
this fort. 

'They mitft alfo be pleaftng, becaufe of the 
account they give of the cuftoms and manners 
of the eaftern nations, and of the ceremonies of 
their religion, as well Pagan as Mahometan, 
which are better defcribed here, than in any 
author that has wrote of them, or in the re¬ 
lations of travellers. All the eaftern nations, 
Perfians, Tartars, and Indians , are here dif- 
tinguiftoed, and appear Juch as they are, from 
the fovereign to the meaneft fubjebi ; fo that 
without the fatigue of going to fee thofe people 
in their refpctlive countries, the reader has 
here the pleafure to fee them a£t, and hear 
them fpeak. Care has been taken to preferve 
their charaBers, and to keep their fenfe ; nor 
have we varied from the text, but when mo- 
defty obliged us to it. The tranflator flatters 
himfelf, that thofe who underftand Arabic, 
and will be at the pains to compare the ori¬ 
ginal 
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gtnal with the tranflatien, mujl agree that he 
has Jhewed the Arabians to the French, with 
all the circumfpeStion that the nicenefs of the 
French tongue and of the times requiresand if 
thofe who read thefe fortes, have but any in¬ 
clination to profit by the examples of virtue 
and vice, which they will here find exhibited, 
they may reap an advantage by it, that is not 
to be reaped in other fortes, which are more 
proper to corrupt than to reform our manners. 
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T il K chronicles of the Suflanians, the an¬ 
ti ent kings of Perfia, who extended their 
empire into the indies, over all the i{lands 
thereunto belonging, a great way beyond 
the Ganges, and as Far as China, acquaint us, that 
there was formerly a king of that potent family, the 
moll excellent prince of his time; He was as much 
beloved by his fubjedts for his wii’dom and prudence, as 
he was dreaded by his neighbours, became of his va¬ 
lour, and his warlike and well-difciplined troops. He 
had two fons ; the eldeit, Schahriar, the worthy heir 
I of his father* and endowed with'all his virtues* The 
youngeit, Schahzenan, was like wife a prince of is* 
comparable merit* 

After a long and glorious reign, the king died ; 
and Schahriar mounted liis throne, Schahzenan, being 
excluded From all fhare of the government* by the 
laws of the empire, and obliged to live a private life, 
j was fo far from envying the happinefs of his brother, 
that he made it his whole bufinefs to pleafe him, and 
elfefted it without much difficulty * Schahriar, who 
had naturally a great affe&jon for that prince, was 
fo charmed with his complaisance, that out of an ex. 
cefs of friendfhip, he would needs divide his dominions 
with him, and gave him the kingdom of Great Tar¬ 
tar/; Schahzcnan went immediately, and took poflTef- 
fion of it, and fixed the feat of his government at S a- 
tnarcande, the metropolis of the country. 

You L B 
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After they had been feparated ten years, Schahriar, * 
having a pafiionate defire to fee his brother, refolded 
to fend an ambalfador to invite him to hh court. He 
made choice of his prime vizier for the embaily, fern 
him to Tartary, with a retinue anfwetable to his digni¬ 
ty, and he madq^ill poffible hafte to Snmarcandc* When 
he came near the city, Schahzenan had notice of it, * 
and went to meet him with the principal lords of his 
court, who to put the more honour on the Sultan's f 
miniibr, appeared in magnificent apparel* The king f 
of Tartary received the ambaftador with die greated 
demonihations of joy ; and immediately aiked him 
concerning the welfare of the Sultan his brother. The , 
vizier having acquainted him that he was in health, 

J rave him an account of his embalfy* Schahzenan was 
b much affeded with it, that he anfwered thus : 
tf Sage vizier, the Sultan my brother does me too much 
* honour ; he could propofe nothing in the work! fo ! 
* acceptable; I long as paffionately to fee him, as he does J 
r to fee me. Time has been no more able to diminifh 
* my friendfhip than his. My kingdom is in peace, 

4 and 1 defire no more than ten days to get myfdf ready | 
* to go with you* So that there is no necefiity of your 
* entering the City for fo fhort a time: I pray you to 
4 pitch your tents here, and 1 will order provifions in 
* abundance to yoiirfelf and your company/ The vi¬ 
zier, did accordingly, and a* foon as the king returned 
he fenthim a prodigious quantity of provihons of all 
forts, with prefents of great value- 

In the mean while, Schahzenan made ready for bis 
journey, took orders about his moll important affairs, 
appointed a council to govern in his abfence, and named 
a min liter, of whofe wifdorn lie had fufHcient experience, 
and in whom he had an entire confidence, to be their j 
prefident. Ac the end of ten days his equipage being 
ready, be took his leave of the queen his wife, and 
went out of town in the evening with his re tin tic, 
pitching his royal pavilion near the vizier's tent, and 
difcourled with that ambaffador till midnight* But 
willing once more to embrace the queen, whom he 
loved entirely, lie returned alone to his palace, and 
went ftraighr to her majcity’s apartment, who, not ex¬ 
pecting 
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pcfiingfcis return, had taken one of the meancft offi¬ 
cers of her houfliold to her bed, where they lay both fait 
afleep, having been in bed a considerable while* 

The king entered without any noife, and pleafed 
himfelf to think how he Should ftirpme his wife, who 
he thought loved him as entirely as he did her : But 
how ft range was his Surprize, when by the light of the 
flambeaus which bum all night In the apartme^s 
of thofc eaftern princes, he faw a man in her aims ! 
He flood immoveable for a time, not knowing how to 
believe his own eyes ; but finding that it was not to be . 
doubted ; how, fays he to himfelf, I am fcarce out of 
tny palace, and but juft under the walls of Samarcande, 
and dare they put fuch an outrage upon me ? Ah I 
perfidious wretches, your crime Jhall not go unpunifhetL 
As king, I am to punifh wickednefs committed in my 
dominions; and as an enraged hufband, I mu| faerHice 
you to my juft refen tmeut* In a word, tins unfortunate 
prince, giving way to his rage, drew his feymetar, and 
approaching the bed, killed them both with one blow, 
turning their fleep into death: And afterwards taking 
them up, threw them out of a window, into the ditch 
that fur rounded the palace* 

Having avenged himfelf thus, he went out oP town 
privately, as he came into it; and returning to ids 
pavilion without faying one word of what had happen¬ 
ed, he ordered the tents to be ftruck,.and to make ready 
for his journey* This was fpeedlly done, and before 
day he began his march, with kettle drums and other 
initruments of rnulick ; that filled evgry one with joy, 
except the king, who was fo much troubled at the 
di (loyalty of his wife, that he was feized with extreme 
melancholy, which preyed upon him during his whole 
journey. 

When be drew near the capital of the Indies, the 
Bihart Sofia briar, and all his court came out to meet 
him : The princes were overjoyed to Ice one another, 
and alighting, after mutual embraces, and other marks 
of affection and refpeifi, they mounted again, and en¬ 
tered the city, with the acclamation of Vail multitude* 
of people. The Sultan conduced his brother to the 
palace he had provided for him, which had a cooimu- 
® z nicaibnt 
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n i cat ion with bis own* by mentis of a garden; and was 
fo much the more magnificent* for it was fet apart as a 
banqueting houfe for public entertainment, and other 
diverfions of the court, and the fplendor of it had been 
lately augmented by new furniture. 

Schahriar immediately left the king of Tartary, 
*hat he might give him time to bathe himfelf, and to 
change Ms apparel. And as foon as he had done, he 
came to him again* and they fat down together upon 
a fofaor alcove. The courtiers kept at a difiance, out 
of refped, and thofe two princes entertained one ano¬ 
ther fuitably to their friendfhip, their nearnefs of 
blood, and the long reparation that had been betwixt 
them. The time of i upper being come, they eat to¬ 
gether, after which they renewed their convention, 
which continued till Schahriar perceiving chat it was 
very late, left his brother to tell. 

The unfortunate Schazenan went to bed; and tlio* 
the converfatkm of his brother had fufpended his 
grief for fome time, it returnee} upon him with more 
violence ; fo that infiead of taking his neceihtry reft, 
he tormented himfelf with cruel reflections. AM the 
circum ftances of his wife’s difloyalty prelented them- 
felves a frefh to his imagination, in fo lively a man¬ 
ner, that he was like one befide himfelf In a word, 
not being able to Deep, he got up, and giving him- 
felf over to afflicting thoughts, they made fuch an im- 
preffion apon his countenance, that the fultan could 
not but take notice of it; and faid thus to himfelf, what 
can be the matter with the king of Tartary, that he 
is fo melancholy ? Has he any caufe to complain of 
his reception ? No, furelv ; 1 have received him as a 
brother whom I love, fo that t can charge my felf 
with no omifflon in that refpe£l* Perhaps it grieves 
him to be at fuch a diftance from his dominions* or 
from the tpieen, his wife; Alas! if that be the 
matter, I nuift forthwith give him the prefects Ide- 
figned for him, that he may return to Sam area ude 
when he pleafes. Accordingly next day Schahriar fent 
him part of thole prefen ts, being the greateft rarities, 
and the richeft things that the Indies could afford. 
At the fame time he endeavoured to divert his brother 

every 
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every day by new objects of pleafare, and the fin eft 
treats ; which, inftead of giving the king of Tart ary 
any eafe, did only Inereafe his for row* 

One day Schahriar having appointed a great hunt¬ 
ing match, about two days journey from his capital, 
in a place that abounded with deer, Schahzenan 
prayed him to excufe him, for his health would not 
allow him to bear him company* The Sultan, unwil¬ 
ling to put any con ft r aim upon him, left him at bis 
liberty, and went a homing with his nobles* The 
king of Tartary being thus left alone, Hint himfclf up 
in his apartment, and fat down at a window, that 
looked into the garden. That delicious place, and 
the fweec harmony of an infinite number of birds, 
which chofe it for a place of retreat, mail certainly 
have diverted him , had he been capable of taking plea-* 
fare in any thing; but being perpetually tormented 
with the fatal remembrance of his queen’s infamous 
conduft, his eyes were not fo often fixed upon the 
garden, as lilted up to heaven to bewail his mif- 
fortune* 

Whilft he was thus fwal lowed up with grief, an 
cbjefl prefented ufelf to his view, which quickly 
turned all hisrthoughts another way. A fccret gate 
of the fultaiTs palace opened all of a hidden, and 
there came out of it twenty women, in the mid ft of 
whom marched the Sujtanefs, who was eafily diftin- 
guifhed from the reft, by her majelUck air* This 
priueefs thinking*iat the king of Tartary was gone 
a hunting with lus brother the Sultan, came up with 
her retinue near the windows of his apartment ; for 
the prince had placed himlclf fo, that he could lee 
all that pafted in the garden, without being perceived 
himfelf. He obferved, that the perfons who accompa¬ 
nied the Sultanefs, threw off their veils and long rubes, 
that they might be at more freedom ; but w*.$ wonder¬ 
fully furprlzed when lie jaw ten of them to be blacks, 
and that each of them took his miilrefs* The Sultanefs, 
on her part, was not Jong without her gallant. She 
clapp’d her hands, and called Mafoud, Mafoud, and 
immediately a black came down frem a tree, and 
ran to her in all haftc* 

2 3 
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Modcfty will not allow, nor is it necc/Tary, to re- 
late what paifed betwecifth© blacks and the Indies, it 
is fulBcient to fay, that Schahtenan faw enough to con¬ 
vince him, that his brother had as much caufe to com¬ 
plain as himfelf. r ] his amorous company continued 
together till midnight, and having bath'd all together, 
in a great pond, which was one of the chief ornaments 
of the garden, they drelVd themfelves, and re-entered 
the palace by the fecret door, all except Mafoud, who 
climb’d up his tree, and got over the garden-wall the 
fame way as he came* 

All this having paiTod in the king of Tartary’s fight, 
it gave him occanon to make a multitude of reBcftions. 
How little reafon had 1, fays he, to think that no one 
was fo unfortunate as riiyfeiff It is certainly the un¬ 
avoidable fate of all hu/bands, finee the Sultan my 
brother, who is fovereign of fo many dominions, and 
thegreateft prince of the earth, could not efcape it* 

The calc being fo, what a fool am I to kill myfelf 
with griet? i'll throw it off, and the remembrance of 
a misfortune fo common, Jliall never after this difturb 
my quiet. So from that moment he forebore afHift- 
ing himfelf, Being urt willing to flip till he few the 
whale fccne that was adied under his window, he called 
then for his flipper, eat with a better appetite than he 
had done at any time afrer his coming from Siunareande, 
and li lie nod with plcafure to the agreeable concert of 
vocal and infirumental mufick, that was appointed to 
entertain him while at table. 

He continued after this to be ofa very good humour; 
and when he knew that the Sultan was returning; he 
went to meet him, and paid him his compliments, 
with a great deal of gaiety, Schahriar at Jfirft took no 
notice of this great alteration ; but expoSlulated with 
him modeftjy, why he would not bear him company at 
hunting the Bag ;*mid without giving him time to re¬ 
ply, entertained him with the great number of deer and 
other game they had killed, and what pjeafure he had 
had in the fport, Schahzcnan heard him with attention, 
gave anfwers to every thing, and being rid of that 
melancholy, which formerly over-clouded his wit, he 
fetid a thoufeud agreeable and pkafant things to the 
Sultan, 


Schahriar ; 
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Sehahrjar, who expected to have found him in the 
fame condition as he left him, was overjoyed to fee him 
fo cheerful; and fpoke him to thus : Dear Brother, I 
return thanks to heaven for the happy change it has 
made in you during my abfence ; I am extremely 
.rejoiced at i t; but I have a requeit to make to you, 
and conjure you not to deny me, I can refufe you 
nothing, replies the kingoi Tartary, you may command 
Schahv.enan as you pleale : Pray fpeak, lam impatient 
till 1 know what is your deli re of me. Ever lince 
you came to my court, replied Sehahriar, I found you 
fallowed up by a deep melancholy, and 1 did in vain 
attempt to remove it by diverlion of all forts, I 
imagin’d it might be occafioned by rcafon of your 
dhknee from your dominions, or that love might have 
a great (hare in it ; and that the queen oi Sainarcande, 
who, no doubt, is an accompli fil’d beauty, might be 
the caufe of it, 1 don't know if l be miliaken, but 
I mult own, that it was the very particular reafon why 
1 would not importune you upon the fubjedl, for fear 
of making you uneafy, But without my be^ng able to 
contribute any thing towards it, I find now upon my 
return, that you are in the belt humour that can be, 
and that your mind is entirely delivered from that black 
vapour which difturbed it* Pray do me the favour 
to tell me, why you were fo melancholy, and how you 
came to be rid of it* 

U'pon this the king of Tartary continued for fome 
time as if he had been in a dream, and contrived what 
he fhould anfwer; but at Jail replied as follows : You 
are my fill tan- and m after, but excufe me, 1 befeech 
you, from anfwer ing your quell ion. No, dear brother, 
laid the Sultan, you mult anfwer, I will take no denial. 
Schahzenan, not being able to wrtMaud thefe prdffing 
i oka aces, anfwered; Well then brother, 1 will fatisfy 
youjTmcc you conun and me ; and having told him the 
ftory of the queen of Samarcande’s ueachcry -5 this, 
fays he, was the caufe of my grief; pray judge, 
whether I had not rcafon enough to give myieff up 
to it, 

01 my brother, fays the Sultan (in a tone which 
fotwd that he had the fame fentiments of the matter 

B 4 . with 
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with the king of Tartary) what a horrible ftory do 
you tell me ! How impatient was I, till I beard it out l 
i commend yon for pmiiihing the traitors, who put 
ftich an outrage upon you* Nobody can blame you 
for that a&ion ; it was jail ; and for my part, had the 
cafe been mine, 1 ihould fcarce have been fo mode¬ 
rate as you. I would not have fatisfy u myfelf with 
the life of one woman ; t verily think 1 fhould have 
facrificed a thoufand to my^ jury, I ceafe now to 
wonder at your melancholy* The caufe of it was too 
fenfible* and too mortifying not to nuke you yield to 
it. O heaven ! What a ftrange adventure ! Nor do l 
believe the like on*t ever befei any man but yourfdf. 
But, in fhort, I mu ft blefs God, who has comforted 
you j and fucc I doubt not but your confblation is 
well-grounded, be fogood as to let me know what it 

is, and conceal nothing from me. Schahzcitan was 
not fo eajily prevailed upon in this point, as he had 
been in the other, hccauCe of his brother's concern in 

it. But being obliged to yield to his pieiling in dances, 
anfwer’d, 1 muft obey you then, fince your command 
is abfolute ; yet 1 am afraid that my obedience will 
nccafion your trouble to be greater than ever mine was. 
But you muil blame yourtelf for it, fmee you force 
me to reveal a. thing, which I Humid other wife have 
buried in eternal oblivion* What you Tay, anfwers 
i^chahriar, ferves only to increafejny curio ft ty. Make 
basic to difeover the fecret, whatever it be* 1 he 
king of Tartary being no longer able to refute, gave 
him the particulars of all that he had leer* of the 
blacks in difguife, of the lewd palSon of the Suhands, 
and her ladies; and to be Hire he did not forget M aloud* 
.After having been wit nets to thofe infamous actions, 
fays he, J believe all women to be that way naturally 
inclined; and that they could not refill thole violent 
defires. Being of this opinion, it feemed to me to 
be an unaccountable weak nets in men to make them- 
felvesuneaty at tneir infidelity. T his refleftion brought 
many others along with it ; and in fhort, 1 ihougut 
the bed thing 1 could do, was to make myield eafy* 
It coftmefome pains indeed, but atiadi effected it; and 
if you’ll take my advice, you fliall follow my example. 

* Though 
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Though the advice was good, the Sultan could no: 
take it, but fell into a rage. ^ hat 1 lays he, is ih^ 
Suluiiefsof the Indies capable of proftmiting hcrfeJf 
in fo bafe a manner! No, brother, 1 can't believe what 
you fay, except J faw it with my eye ; your’s mu ft 
neeMs have deceived you ; the matter is fi> important 
that I mu ft be fat i shed of it myfelf. Dear brother, 
anfwers Schahzeoan, that you may without muck diffi¬ 
culty, Appoint another hunting match, and when 
we are out of town with your court and mine, we will 
Hop under our pavilions, and at night let you and I 
return alone to tny apartments; I am certain the mxt 
day you will fee what l law, The Sultan approving 
the Ikatagem, immediately appointed a new huntings 
match. And that fame day cue pavilions were fet up 
at the place appointed, _ . . 

Next day rhc. two princes fet out with all their 
retinue; they arrived at the place ot encampment, and 
Haiti there till night* Then Svh inriar call'd his grand 
vizier, at)d without acquainting him with his defign, 
commanded nim to iiny in his place during his ah- 
fence, and falter no perlbn to go out ol ihe camp, 
upon any account whatever. As foot! as he had given 
this order, the king ol Grand Tartary and he took 
horfe, paifed through the camp incognito, returned to 
the cky, and went to Schahaenan’s apartment. T hey 
had fcarce placed themfelves in the k me window where 
the King af Tartary had feen the difguifed blacks aft 
their feene, but the fecret gate opened, the Sultanefs 
and her ladies entered the garden with the blacks, and 
ihe having called upon Mafoud, the Sultan faw more 
than enough to convince him plainly ol his dishonour 
and misfortune- 

Oh heavens, cried he, what indignity ! What horror ! 
Can the wife of a fovereign, fuch as l am, be capable 
of inch an infamous aftion ? After this, let no prince 
boait of his being perfeftly happy. Alas 1 my brother, 
continues he, (embracing the king of Tartary) let us 
both renounce the world; honefty is banifhed out of 
it; if it flatters us the one day, it betrays us the next; 
Let us abandon our dominions and grandeur ; let us go 
into foreign countries* where \ve may dead an cbi nire 
B 5 ‘ bfe. 
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life, ard conceal cur mlsfortunes* Schahzenan did not 
at all approve of this refection, but cUd not think fit 
to contradict Schahriar in the heat of hia paflioru 
Dear Brother, fays he, your will fhatl be mine; I am 
ready to follow you whither you pleafe : But promife 
me that you will return, if we can meet with any one 
that is more unhappy than ourfelves, I agree to it, 
fays the Sultan, but doubt much whether we IhalL I 
am not of your mind in this, replies the king of Tar¬ 
tary ; f fancy our journey will be but fhort. Having 
faid this, they went fecretiy out of the palace by 
another way than they came. They traveled as long 
as 'twas day; and lay the fir ft night under the trees, 
and getting up about break of day, they went on till 
they came to a fine meadow upon the bank of the fea, 
in which meadow there were tufts of great trees at fome 
diftance from one another* They fat down under thofe 
trees to reft and refrefh themfelves, and the chief 
fnbjedl of their convert ation, was chp lewdnefs of their 
wives. 

They had not fat long, before they heard a frightful 
noife, and a terrible cry from the fea, which fill'd 
them with fear; then the fea opening, there arofe up 
a thing like a great black column, which reach'd ai- 
mo!t to the clouds, Thi? redoubled th’eir fear, made 
them rife fpeedily, and climb up into a tree to hide 
themfelves. They had fcarce got up, till looking to the 
place from whence the noife came, and where the fea 
opened, they obferved that the black'column advanced, 
winding about towards the ihorc, cleaving the water 
before it. They could not at firft think what it ihould 
be, but in a little time they found, that it was one of 
thofe malignant genies that are mortal enemies to 
mankind, and always doing them mifehiefi He was 
blaok, frightful, had the fhape of a giant, of a pro¬ 
digious fiature, and carried on his head a great gdsfs 
box, lhut with four locks of fine iteeh He entered 
the meadow with his burden, which he laid down juft 
at the foot of the tree where the two princes were, who 
looked upon themfelres to be dead men. Mean while, 
the genie fat down by his box, and opening it 
With four key s that he had at his girdle, there came 
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out a lady magnificently apparelled, of & majeftiek 
ttature, and a complete beauty* The nionftcr made 
her fit down bv him, and eyeing her with, an amorous 
look : Lady (('ays he) nay, moft accorapliftied of all 
ladies who are admired for their beauty, my charming 
miitrefs, whom I carried off on your wedding-day, and 
have loved fo conftantly ever fince, let me fleep a few 
moments by you; for I found mylelf fovecy Deepy, that 
I came to this plaeeto take a little reft. . Having fpokc 
thus, he laid down his huge head upon the lady’s 
knees, and ftretching out his legs which reached as 
far as the fea, he fell afltep, and fnored fo that he made 
the banks to echo again. 

The lady happening at the fame time to look up to 
the tree, faw the two princes, and made afign to them 
with her hand to come down without making any 
noife. Their fear was extraordinary, when they found 
themfelves diicovered, and they prayed the Jady, bv 
other figns, to cxcufe them; but file, after having laid 
the moniter's head fcftly down, rofe up and ipoke 
to them, with a low, but quick voice, to come down 
to her ; ihe would take no denial. They made figns to 
her that they were afraid of the genic, and would fain 
have been excuted. Upon which die ordered them to 
come down, andifthey did not make hade, threatened 
to awake the giant, and bid him kill them. 

Thefe words did ;o much intimidate the princes, 
that they began to come down with all poffible pre¬ 
caution, left they fhotdd awake the genie When 
they came down, the lady took them by the hand, 
and going a little farther with them under the trees, 
made a very urgent propofd in them. At firft they 
rejected it, but (he obliged them to accept it by her 
threats. Having obtained what Ihedefired, Ihe per¬ 
ceived that each of them had a ring' on his finger, 
which Ate demanded of them. As foon as (he received 
them, !he went and took a box oat of the bundle, 
where her toilet was, pulled out a tiring of other rings 
of all forts, which (he (hewed them, and afkcd them 
if they knew what thofe jewels meant ? No.faid they, 
we hope you will be pleafed to tell us. 1 hefe are, 
rcnlies (he, the rings of all the men to whom f have 
B 6 granted 
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granted my favour. They are full fourfcore and 
eighteen of them, which [ keep as token 10 remember 
them ; anti aiksd yours 1 for the fame reafoo, to mike 
up my hundred. So that, continues foe, [ have had 
an hundred gallants already, no twit branding the vi* 
gilance of this wicked genie, that never leaves me. 
Jde is much the nearer for locking me up in this glafs 
box, and hiding me in the bottom of the fea ; i Hnd 
a way to cheat him for all his care* You may fee by 
this, that when a woman has formed a projed, there’s 
no huJband or gallant that can hinder her putting it 
m execution* Men had better not put their wives 
under fuch rcliraint, if they have a mind they fhould 
be chafle. Having fpoke thus to them, fhepuc their 
rings upon the fame firing with the reft, and fitting 
ncr^ down by the mo niter, as before, laid his head 
again upon her lap, and mace a fign for the princes to 
be gone. 

i hey returned immediately by the fame way they 
came, and when they were out of tight of the lady 
and the genie, SehahrUr fays to Schahzenan, Well, 
brother, what do you think of this adventure ? Has 
not the genie a very faithful miftrefsf And don't you 
agree that ih-ere’s no wickednets equal to that of 
women ? Yes, brother, anlwers the King of Great 
Tartary ; and you mult alfo agree, thatthc moniler is 
iTiore unfortunate, and has more reafon to complain, 
than we, 1 herelbre, tince we have found what we 
fought for, let us return to our dominions, and let not 
this hinder us to marry again. For my part, I know 
a Method by which 1 think I fhali keep inviolable the 
faith that my wife fliall plight to me. I will fay no 
more of it at prefent, but you will hear of it in a little 
time, and I am fureyou will follow my example* The 
Sultan agreed with his brother; and continuing their 
journey, they arrived in the camp the third night after 
they left it* 

The news of the fultan’s return being fpread, the 
courtiers came betimes in the morning before his pa* 
vilion to wait on him* He ordered them to enter* 
received them with a more pleafant air than formerly, 
«,nd gave each of them a gratification* After which, 
| he 
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he told them he would go no farther, ordered them to 
take hori'e, and returned fpeedtly to his palace. 

As Toon as ever he arrived* he ran to the fultanelVs 
apartment, commanded her to be bound before him, 
and delivered her to his grand vizier, with an order to 
Hrangle her, which was accordingly executed by that 
miniiter, without enquiring Into her crime. The enrag¬ 
ed prince did not flop here, but cut off the head 5 : of all 
the fultanefs’s ladies with his own hand. After this 
rigorous pumlhmenr, being perfuaded that no woman 
was chafle, he rclblved, in order to prevent the diiloy- 
altyoffuch as he ftiould afterwards marry, towed one 
every night, and. have her strangled next morning. 
Having imposed this cruel law upon himfelf, he fwor.e 
that he would obferve it immediately after the depar¬ 
ture of the king of Tartary, who fpeedily took leave 
of him, and being laden with magniheent p relents, 
fet forward on his journey. 

Schahzenan being gone, Scliahmrordered his grand 
vifser to bring him the daughter of osieot h s generals. 
The vizier obeyed j the fa]tan lay with her, and put¬ 
ting her next morning into his hands again in order to 
be ilia ogled, commanded him to get him *;n aher next 
night Whatever relu&ance the vizier had to put fuch 
orders in execution* as he owed blind obedience to the 
fultan his mailer, he was forced to fubuilt. He brought 
him then the daughter of a fobaltern* whom he alfocut 
off next day. After her he brought a citizen’s daughter; 
and, in a word, there was every day a maid married, 
and a wife mu rthered- 

The rumour of this unparalleled barbarity occafioned 
a general conflernation in the city, where there was 
nothing but crying and lamentation. Here a father in 
tears, and inconiolable for the lofs of his daughter; 
and there tender mothers dreading left theirs fhould 
have the fame fate, making the air to refound before¬ 
hand with their groans. So that inftead of the com¬ 
mendations and blcfllngs which the fultan had hitherto 
received from hfs fbbjedts, their mouths were now filled 
with imprecations ngainft him. 

T he grand vizier, who, as has been already faid, was 
the executioner of this horrid injuftice againil his will, 

had 
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had two daughters, tbeeldefl called Scheherazade, and 
the yotmgeft Drnarzade : The latter was a lady of very 
great merit; but the elder had courage, wit, and pene¬ 
tration infinitely above her fex; fhe had read abundance, 
and had fuch a prodigious memory, that {he never for¬ 
got any thing* She had fuccefsfully applied herfeif to 
philofophy, phyilck, hiftory, and the liberal arts ; and 
for verfe exceeded the bell poets of her time: Befides 
this {he was a perfefl beauty* and all her fine qualifica¬ 
tions were crowned by folid virtue* 

The vizier paffionately loved a daughter fo worthy 
of his tender affe&ion; and one day, as they were 
difeourfmg together, fhe fays to him. Father, I have 
one favour to beg of you, and moll humbly pray you 
to grant it me* I will not refufe it, anfwers he, pro¬ 
vided it be juft and reafonable* For the juitice of it, 
fays {he, there can be no quelUon, and you may judge 
of it by the motive which obliges me to demand it of 
you* I have a defign to flop the courfe of that bar¬ 
barity which the fult*an exercifcs upon the families of 
this city. I would difpel t'hcffe unjufl fears which 
fo many mothers have of lofing their daughters in fuch 
a fatal manner* Your defign, daughter, replies the 
vizier, is verycommendable ; but the difeafe you would 
remedy, to me feems incurable; how do you pretend 
to effed it? Father, fays Scheherizade^ fince by your 
means the fultan makes every day a new marriage, I 
conjure you by the tender affedlion you bear to me, 
to procure me the honour of his bed* The vizier 
could not hear this without horrour* O heaven \ replies 
he, in a paffion, have you loll your fenfes, daughter, 
that you make fuch a dangerous requefl to met You 
know the fultan has fworn by his foul that he wit] 
never lie above one night with the fame woman, and 
to order her to be killed the next morning; and would 
you that I fhould propofe you to him ? fray confider 
well to what your indifereet zeal will expofe you. Ye$, 
dear father, replies the virtuous daughter, I know the 
rifle I run ; but that does not frighten me, IFI perifh, 
my death will be glorious ; and if 1 fueceed, I {hall do 
my country an important piece of fervice* No, no, 
fays the vizier, whatever you can reprefent to engage 

me 
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me to let you throw yourfeif into that horrible danger, 
don't you think that ever i will agree to it. When 
the Sukan (hall order me to ftrike my poinard into your 
heart, alas! I mull obey him; and what a difrnal 
employment is that for a father? Ah\ if you don't 
fear death ; yet at leatt be afraid of occafioning me the 
mortal grief of feeing my hand Rain'd with your blood. 
Once more, father, fays Scheherazade, grant me the 
favour I beg. Your ttubbornnefs, replies the vizier, 
will make me angry; why will you run headlong to 
yourruini They that don't forelee the end of a dan¬ 
gerous enterprize, can never bring it to happy IHue* 

1 am afraid the fame thing will happen to you, that 
happen'd to the afs, which was well, and could not 
keep himfelffo. What misfortunes befel the afs, re¬ 
plies Scheherazade ? 1M1 tell it you, fays die vizier, if 
3 ou'li hear me, 

FABLE, 

The jffs; the Ox, and the Labourer* 

A Very rich merchant had feveral country houfes, 
where he had abundance of cattle of all forts. 
He went with his wife and family to one of thofe 
eftates, in order to improve it himfelf, He had the 
gift*of undemanding the language of beatts, but with 
this condition, that he fhould interpret it to nobody 
on pain of death ; and this hindred him to communi¬ 
cate to others what he learn'd by means of this gift. 

He had in the fame Rail, an ox: and an ais; and 
one day as be fat near them, and diverted himfelf to fee 
his children play about him, he heard the ox fay to 
the afs. Sprightly, t) l how happy do I think you, 
when I conlider the cafe you enjoy, and the little 
labour that is required of you, -You are carefujly rub¬ 
bed down and wafh'd, you have well drefs'd corn, and 
frefh dean water. Your greatett bulinefs is to carry 
the merchant, our matter, when he has any little 
journey to make, and were it not for that you would 
be perfectly idle, [ am treated in a quite different 
manner, and my condition is as unfortunate as your's is 
pleafant* 'Tis fcarce day-Iight when I am fattened to 

a plow. 
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a plow, and there they make me work till night, to 
till up the ground; which fatigues me fo, that fame- 
times my lirength fails me, U -iides the labourer, who 
is always behind me, v beats me continually. By draw¬ 
ing the plow, my tali is all fiea’d ; and in ihoct, after 
having labour'd from morning till night, when 1 am 
brought in, they give me nothing to eat but forty dry 
beans, not fo much as cleans'd from land, or other 
things as pernicious; ami to heighten my mifery, when 
I have HUM my belly with fucti ordinary ftuff* l am 
forced to lie all night in my own dung: So that you 
fee I have reafon to envy your lot. 

The ais did not interrupt the ox, rill he had fa id all 
that he had a mind to lay ; but when he had made an 
end, anfwer’d, they that call yon a foolifli be all don't 
lie ; you are too Jim pie, yon let them carry you whi¬ 
ther they pleaie, and Shew no manner of refaction. Jn 
the mean time what advantage do you reap by the in¬ 
dignities you fuffer ? You kill yourielf for the cafe, 
pleafure, and profit of thofe to at give you no thanks for 
fo doing. But they would not treat you fo, if you had 
as much courage as fire ngth. 

When they come to fallen yon to the flail, why 
don’t you make reliftance? why don’t you flrike. them 
with your horns, and (hew that you are angry, by 
ftrikingyour foot again ft the ground? And, in fhort, 
why don’t you frighten them by bellowing aloud ? Na¬ 
ture has furnifhed you with means to procure you re- 
fpe£l, but you don't make ufe of them. They bring 
you forry beans, and bad ft raw ; eat none of 'em, only 
fmell to 'em, and leave 'em. If you follow the advice 
J give you, you will quickly find a change, for which 
you will thank me. The ox took the als’s advice in 
very good part, and own'd he was much oblig'd 
to him for it. Dear Sprightly, adds he, I will not 
fail to do ail that you have faid, and you fhail fee 
how I fhnll acquit myfelf. They held their peace 
after this difeourfe, of which the merchant heard every 
word. 

Next morning betimes, the labourer comes to take 
the ox ; He fafteoed him to the plow, and carried him 
to his ordinary work. The ox } who had not forgot 

the 
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the afs'scounfel, was very troublefome and untowardly 
all that day, and in the evening, when the labourer 
brought him back to the flail, and began to fallen him 
to it, the malicious be aft, inflead of prefen ting his 
horns willingly, as he ufed to do, was revive, and went 
backward bellowing 5 and then made at the labourer, 
as if he would have pufh'd him with his horns: in a 
word, he did alt that the afs advis'd him to. Next day 
the labourer came as dual, to take the ox to his labour ; 
but finding the Rail full of beans, the ftraw that he 
put in the night before not touched, and the ox lying 
on the ground with his legs Rretch’d out, and panting 
in a Grange manner, he believed him to be fick, pitied 
him, and thinking that it was not proper to carry him 
ro work, went immediately and acquainted the mer¬ 
chant with it* 

Who perceiving that the ox had followed all the mu- 
chievous advice of the afs, whom he thought fir to pu- 
rvifh for it, he ordered the labourer to go and put the 
afs in the ox's place, and to be fare to work him hard. 
The labourer did fo, the afs was forced to draw the 
plow all that day, which fatigued him fo much the 
more, as he was not accullom'd to that fort of labour ; 
befides, he had been fo foundiy beat, that he could 
fcarce ft and when he came back* 

Mean while the ox was mightily pleas'd, he eat up 
all that was m his Hall* and refted himfelf the whole 
day. He was glad at the heart that he had follow’d 
the aIVs advice, bIdled him a thoufand times for it, 
and did not fail to compliment him upon it, when he 
faw him come back. The afs fmfwer'd not one word, 
fo vex'd was he to be fo ill treated; but fays within 
himfelf, ’tisby my own imprudence 1 have brought this 
misfortune upon my fell'; Hiv'd happily/every thing 
fmil'd upon me ; 1 bad all that I could wifh, ’tis my 
own fault that l am brought to this milerable condition ; 
and if I can’t contrive fome way to get out of it, I am 
certainly undone ; and as he Ipoke thus, his firength 
was fo much cxhaulled that he fell down at his flail, 
as if he had been half dead* 

Here the grand vizier addreffed himfelf to Schehcra^ 
zade, and laid, Daughter, you do juillike the afs, you 

will 
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will expofe yomfelf ro deftrii&ion by your falfe pru- 
fie.ice. Take mv advice, be eafy, and don’t take Inch 
mealuresas will halten yoor death. Father, replies 
beneherazade, the example you bring me is not capa¬ 
ble of making me change mv reflation ; I will never 
ceaic importuning you until you prefent me to :he 
“““f 1 be his bride. The vizier perceiving that ihe 
per lifeam her demand, replied, alas then! fince you 
will con-inueobftinate, I fall be obliged to treat you 
m the lame manner as the merchant I named juft now 
treated his wife in a little time after. 

The merchant underltanding that the afs was in a 
lamentable condition, was curious to know what palled 
betwixt aim and the ox; therefore after flipper, he 
went out by moonlight, and fat down bv them, his 
wire bearing him company. When he "arriv’d, he 
heard the afs fay to the ox. Comrade, tell me, 1 pray 
you, what you intend to do to-morrow, when the la¬ 
bourer brings you meat? What will 1 do? fays the ox, 
l will continue to do as you taught me. 1 will go olF 
trosn him and threaten hi in with my horns, as i did 
ye/terdav; I will fain myfelf to be fick, and juft 
ready to die. Beware of that, replies the afs, it will 
ruin you , tor ns l came home this evening, I heard 
the mere a ant, our inafter, fay fomething that makes 
me t re in ole for you. Alas! what did you hear? fays 
V*" £ t’ ? s .?' 1)u l ’ e me, hide nothing from me, my 
( l.i> .Sprightly. Our inafter, replied the afs, had thele 
o cxpicflions to tne labourer : bincc the ox does not 
eat, ana is not able to work, I would have him kill’d 
to-morrow, and we will give hisfleih as an alms to che 
poor for Cod’s fake ; as for the Jkin that will be of ufe 
to us and 1 would have you give it the currier to drefs; 
therefore don’t fail, but fend for the butcher. This 
is what 1 had to tell you, fins the afs. The concern I 
nave for your prefer vat ion, and my friendihip for you, 
oblig d me to let you know it, and to give you new 
advice. As foon as they bring .you your bran and 
Itraw, rife up and eat heartily. Our inafter will by this 
think that you arc cur’d, and no doubt will recall his 
orders for killing you ; whereas if you do otherwife, 
you are certainly gone. 


This 
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The difcourfe had the cffefl which the aft defignrd. 
The ox was Itrangely troubled at if, and bellowed out 
for fear. The merchant, ;vho heard the difcourfe very 
attentively, fell into fueh a fit of laughter, that his wife 
was furprized at it, and faid, Pray, hufhand, tell me 
what you laugh at fo heartily, that I may laugh with 
you. Wife, fays he, you mufl content your (elf with 
hearing me laugh* No, replied (lie, I will know the 
reafon* I cannot give you chat fatisfaftion, answers he, 
but only that l laugh at what our afs juft now faid to 
our ox. The fell is a fecret, which I am not allowed 
to reveal* And what hinders you from revealiqg the 
fecretf fays fhe. If I tell it you,, anfwers he, it will 
coft me my life. You only jeer me, cried his wife ; 
what you tell me now con not be true* If you don't 
fatftfy me prefently, what you iaoght at, and tell me 
what the ox and afs faid to one another, I fwear by 
heaven that you and I (hull never bed together again* 

Having fpoke thus, (he went into the houfe in a 
great free, and fetting hcrfelf in the corner, cried there 
all night. Her huiband lay alone, and finding next 
morning that (he continued in the fame humour, fold 
her, (he was a very foolifti woman to aiftift herfeif in 
that manner, the thing was not worth fo much 5 and 
that it did concern her as little to know the matter, as 
it concerned him much to keep it fecret j Therefore I 
ccnjure you to think no more of it* 1 (hall dill think fo 
much of it, fays (he, as never to forbear weeping till 
you have fatisfied my curiofity* But I tell you veiy 
feriouily, replied he, that it will coft me my life, if 
I yield to your indifdrerion. Let what will happen, 
fays (lie, 1 do infill upon it, 1 perceive, fays the mer¬ 
chant, that ’tis impoflible to bring you to reafon, and 
fmee l forefee that you will occafion your own death 
by your obftinacy, 1 will call in your children, that 
they may fee you before you die* Accordingly lie 
call'd for ’em, and lent for her father and mother, and 
other relations. When they were come, and heard the 
teuton of their being called for, they did all they could 
to convince her that (be was in the wrong, but to no 
putpofe ; fhe told them (lie would rather die than yield 
that point to her hulband. Her father and mother 

fpoke 
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fpoke to her by herfelf, and t«dd her that what the 
delired to know was of no importance to her; but they 
could gain nothing upon her, either by their authority 
or intreaties. When her children faw that nothing 
would prevail to bring her out of that fallen temper, 
they wept bitterly. The merchant himfelf was like 
a man out of his ienfes, and was nlmoft ready to rifle 
his own life, to fave that of his wife, whom he loved 
dearly. 

Now, my daughter, fays the vizier to Scheherazade, 
this merchant had fifty hens and a cock, with a dog 
that gave good heed to all that palled ; and while the 
merchant was fet down as I laid, and con ft dering 
what he had bdi to do, he fees his dog run toward 
the cock as he was treading a hen, and heard him 
fpeak to him thus: Cock, fays he, I am fare heaven 
will not let you live long j are you not aihamed to do 
that thing to-day ? The cock Handing up on tiptoe, 
anfwers the dog fiercely ; And why, fays he, Ihould 
1 not do it to-day as well as other days? Jf you don't 
know, replies the dog, then PI] tell you, that this day 
our niaftcr is in great perplexity. Pits wife would have 
him reveal a fecret which, is of fach a nature, that it 
will coft him his life if he doth it. Things are come 
to that pafs, that it is to be feared he wiliicarcely have 
refolution enough to refill his wife’s obftinacy; for he 
loves her, and it aftefied with the tears that Ihe conti¬ 
nually iheds, and perhaps it may cod him his life ; vve 
are all alarmed at it, and you only infult our melan¬ 
choly, and have the impudence to divert yourfelf with 
your hens* 

/The cock anfwer’d the dog’s reproof thus: What, 
has our mailer fp little fenfe ? He has but one wife, 
and can't govern her: and chough I have fifty, I make 
them ail do what l pleafe. Let him make ufe of bis 
reafon, he will fpcedily find a way to rid himfelf of his 
trouble. How, fays the dog, what would you have 
him do? Let him go into the room where his wife is* 
fays the cock, lock the duor, and take a good Hick 
and thrafa her well ; and PI! antwer for it, that will 
bung her to her right wits, and make her forbear to 
afle him any more what he ought not to tell her. The 

merchant 
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merchant had no fooner heard what the cock laid, l>ut 
Ik took up a good flick* went 10 his wife* whom he 
found frill a crying* and (hutting the door, belaboured 
her lb found ly* that fhe cried out, ‘ It is enough* huf- 

* band, it is enough, let me alone, and I will never 

* aik cKe qtieftion more/ Upon this* perceiving that 
l he repented of her impertinent curioiity* he forbore 
drubbing her; and opening the door* her friends came 
in* were glad to find her cured of her obftinacy, and 
complimented her hufband upon this happy expedient 
to bring his wife roreafon* Daughter, adds the grand 
vizier, you deferve to be treated as the merchant treat¬ 
ed his wife- 

Father, replied Scheherazade, I beg you would not 
take jt ill that I perfxft in my opinion. 1 am nothing 
moved by the flory of that woman, I can tell you 
abundance of others, to perfuade you that you ought 
not to oppofe my defign- Beftdes, pardon me for de¬ 
claring to you* that your oppofing me would be in 
vain ; for if your paternal affection fhould hinder you 
to grant my reqnetf* I wo rid go and offer myfelf to 
the Sultan* In Abort, the father, being overcome by 
the refoiution of his daughter* yielded to her impor¬ 
tunity* and though he was very much grieved that he 
could not divert her from fuch a fatal refoiution, he 
went that minute to acquaint the Sultan, that next 
nignt he would bring him Scheherazade, 

fhe Sultan was much furprUedat thefacrifice which 
the grand vizier made to him* How could you refolve 
upon it, fays he* to bring me your own daughter? Sir, 
anfwen the vizier, it’s her own offer* The fad deftiny 
that attends it could not feare her; Jhe prefers the ho¬ 
nour of being your mnjefty’s wife one night, to her 
life* But don*t jiriilake yourfelf* vizier* fays the Sul¬ 
tan, to-morrow, when I put Scheherazade into your 
hands* I expert you would take away her life ; and if 
you fail, I fwcar that yourfelf (hail die* Sir* rejoins 
the vizier, my heart without doubt will be full of grief 
to execute your commands ; but it is to no purpofe for 
nature to murmur; tho* 1 be her father, twill anfwer 
for the fidelity of my hand to obey your order. Schah- 
riar accepted his minifter^s offer* and told him he might 
bring his daughter when he pleafed* 
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The grand vizier wen: with the news to Schehera¬ 
zade, who received it with as much joy, as if it had ' 
been the moil agreeable thing in the world; ihethanked 
her father for having obliged her in fo fenfible a man¬ 
ner ; and perceiving that he was overwhelmed with 
grief, fhe told him, in order to his confolation, that 
ihe hoped he would never repent his having married 
her to the Sultan: but that on the contrary, he 
fliould have reafon to rejoice in it all his days. 

All herbufinefs was to put herfeif in a condition to 
appear before the Sultan; but before fhe went, ihe ‘ 
took her lifter Dinarzade apart, and fays to her. My 
dear fi llers, J have need of your help in a matter of very 
great importance, and mail pray you not to deny it 
me. My father is going to carry me to the Sultan to 
be Ins wife; don’t let this frighten you, but hear me 
with patience. As foon as 1 am come to the Sultan, I 
will pray him to allow you to lie in the bride-chamber, 
that I may enjoy your company this one night more. 

If I obtain chat favour, as I hope to do, remember to | 
awake me to-morrow an hour before day, and to ad- 
drefs me in thefe or feme fuch words* € My lifter, if 
you be not afleep, I pray you that till day-break, 

* will be very fpcedily, you will tell me one of 

the fine (lories of which you have read fo many/ Im¬ 
mediately 1 will tell you oue; and I hope by this 
means to deliver the city from the confternadon they 
are under at prefent. Dinarzade anfwered that fhe ‘ 
woul d obey with pleafure what (he required of her. 

'Jaeumc of going to bedbeing come, the grand vizier 
conducted Scheherazade to the palace, and retired after 
having introduced her into the Sultan’s apartment v As 
foen as the Sultan was left alone with her, he ordered 
her to uncover her face, and found it fo beautiful, that 
he was perfeftly charmed with her; and perceiving her 
to be in tears. afked her the reafon. Sir, anfwered I 
Scheherazade, I have a lifter, who loves me tenderly, * 
as 1 do her; and I could wifh that ihe might be allowed 
to be all night in this chamber, that I might fee her. 
and bid her once more adieu. Will you be picafed to 
allow me the comfort of giving her this Jafl teilimony 
of my Irienthhip, Schahriar having confented to it. 

Dinar- 
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tjinarzade, was Tent for, who came with all poffible 
diligence. The Sultan went to bed with Scheherazade 
upon an alcove raifed very high, according to the cus¬ 
tom of the monarchs of the eaft ; and Dinarzade lay 
in a bed that was prepared for her, near the foot of the 
alcove. 

An hour before day, Dinarzade being awake, failed 
not to do as her filler ordered her. My dear filler, 
cries (he, if you be not afleep, I pray until day-break 
which will be in a very little time, that you will tell me 
one of thofe pleafant Rories you have read ; alas 4 this 
may perhaps be the lail time that ever I lhall have that 
fatisfa&iom 

Scheherazade, iuftead of anlwering her filler, ad- 
drefs’d herfelftothe Sultan thus ; Sir, will your mz- 
jefty be pleafed to allow me to give rny filler this fatis- 
fatlioiu With ail my heart, aniwmthe Sultan* Thai 
Scheherazade bid her filler lilleu ; and afterwards ad- 
dreffing herfelf to Schahriar, began thus : 

The Fir ft Night. 

TTbe Merchant and the Genii* 

S I R, 

T HERE was formerly a merchant who had a 
great eilate in lands, goods, and money. He 
had-abundance of deputies, factors, and Haves* He 
was obliged from time to time to take jour rues, and 
talk with his correfpon dents; and one day being under 
a nccefiiiy of going a long journey, about an affair of 
importance, he took horle, and put a portmanteau 
behind him, with fome bileuits and dates, becaufe he 
had a great del art to pafs over, where he could have no 
manner of provilions. He arrived without any acci¬ 
dent at the end of his journey ; and having difpatchcd 
his affairs, took horfe again, in order to return hofre* 
The fourth day of his journey, he was io much in¬ 
commoded by the heat ol the fuu, and the refiediou of 
that heat from the earth, that he turn'd out oltlfe road, 
to refrclh himfclf under feme trees that he iaw in the 
country* There he found at the foot of a great walnut- 
tree, a fountain of very dea r r u n n i ng wa tc r a nd ali gfi t - 
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ing, tied his horfc to a branch of the tree, and fitting 
down by the fountain, took feme bifcults and dates out 
of his portmanteau ; and as he eat his dates, threw the 
fhells about on both Tides of him When he had done 
eating, being a good mufTelman, he wafted hia hands, 
his face, and his feet, and faid his prayers. He had 
not made an end, but was (till on his knees, when he 
faw a Genie appear, all white with age, and of a 
m on (Irons bulk; who, advancing towards him with a 
fey me tar in his hand, fpoke to him in a terrible voice, 
thus: Rife up, that 1 may kill thee with this fcymetar, 
as you have killed my ion ; and accompanied thofe 
words with a frightful cry. The merchant being as 
much frightened at the hideous (hape of the monitor, as 
at thofe threatening words, an (were d him trembling, 
Alas! my good lord, of what crime can I be giiilty 
towards you, that you (houid take away my life? I will, 
replies the Genic, kill thee, as thou haft killed my fon, 
O heaven ! fays the merchant, how fhould 1 kill your 
fon? I did not know him or ever faw him. Did not 
you fit down when you came hither, replies the Genie? 
Did not you take dates out of your portmanteau, and 
as you eat 'em, did not you throw the (hells about on 
both iides; I did all that you fay, anfwers the mer¬ 
chant, T cannot deny it. If it be io, replied the Genic, 
I tell thee, that thou hail killed my fan; and the way 
was thus : When you threw the nutihelb about, my 
fon was pafting by, and you threw one of them into his 
eye, which killed him ; therefore Intuit kill thee. Ah ! 
my lord, pardon me ! cried the merchant* No pardon, 
anfwersthe Genie, no mercy. Is it not juft to kill him 
that has ki11 ed another ? I agree to it, fays the merchant, 
but certainly I never killed your fon; and if I have, it 
was unknown to me, and I did it innocently , therefore 
I beg you to pardon me, and to fuffer me to live. No, 
no, fays the Genie, perilling in hisrefolution, I mull 
kill thee, fmee thou hail kill'd my fon ; and then taking 
the merchant by the arm, threw him with his face upon 
the ground, and lifted up his fey me tar to cut off his 
head. 

The merchant all in tears, protelledhe was innocent, 
bewailed his wife and children, and fpoke to the Genie, 
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in the molt moving expreflions that could be uttered. 
The Genie with his fey me tar frill lifted up, had fo much 
patience as to hear the wretch make an tnd of his la¬ 
mentations, but would not relent. All this whining, 
fays the mooJfcer, is to uopurpole, tho' you fhould fried 
tears of blood, that fhali not hinder me to kill thee, as 
thou haft killed my fon* Why 1 replied the merchant, 
can nothing prevail with you f Will you abfolutely take 
away the life of a poor innocent? Yes, replied the Ge¬ 
nie, I am rcfolved upon it. As fhe had fpoke thofe 
words, perceiving it w as day, and knowing that the 
Sultan rofe betimes in the morning to fay his prayers, 
and hold his council, Scheherazade held her peace. 
Lord 1 filler, fays Dinar^ade, what a wonderful ftoiy 
is this ! The remainder of it, fays Scheherazade, is 
more furprizing, and you will be of my mind, if the 
Sultan will let me.live this day, and permit me to tell 
it you the next night, Schahriar, who had Uftened to 
Scheherezade with pleafure* fays to him fell; I will flay 
till to-morrow, for i can at any time put her to death, 
when Ihe has made an end of her llory ; fo having re¬ 
folded not to take away Scheherazade's life that day, he 
rofe and went to his prayers, and then call'd his council. 

Ail this while the grand vizier was terribly j^eafy. 
inftcad of flceping, he fptiu the night in fighs and 
groans, bewailing the lot of hi3 daughter, of r hom he 
believed that he himlelf friould be the executioner* And 
ai, in this melancholy profpefl, he was afraid of fee¬ 
ing the Sultan, he was agreeably fur prized, when he 
faw the prince enter the council chamber without giv¬ 
ing him the fatal orders he expedted* 

'The Sultan, according to his cuftpm, fpent the day in 
regulating his affairs ; and when night came, he wen t to 
bed with Scheherazade* Next morning before day, Di- 
narzade failed not to add refs hcrfelf to her filter, thusj 
My dear fifter, if you be not aflerp, l pray you till day¬ 
break, which mult be in a very little time, to go on 
with the llory you began laft night* The Sultan, with 
out fraying till Scheherazade atkedhim leave, bid her 
make an end of the ftory of the Genre and the mer¬ 
chant, for l long to hear the ifrue of it ; upon which 
Scheherazade fpoke, and continued the ftory as follows* 
V CL* 1* * C The 
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The Second Night* 

W HEN the merchant faw that the .Genie was go¬ 
ing to cat off hU head, he cried out aloud, and 
faid to him. For heaven’s take hold your hand i Allow 
me one word, be fo good as to grant me feme refpite, 
allow me but time to bid my wife and children adieu, 
and to divide my ellate among them by will, that they 
may not go to law with one another after my death; 
and when I have done fo, X will come back to the fame 
place, and fubmit to whatever you fhall pleafe to or¬ 
der concerning me* But, fays the Genie, if I grant you 
the time you demand, 1 doubt you’ll never return. If 
you will believe my oath, anfwers the merchant, I 
fwear by ail that’s facred, that I will come and meet 
you here without fail. What time do you demand then, 
replies the Genie ? I aik a year, fays the merchant; X 
cannot have Ids to order my affairs, and to prepare my- 
fdf to die without regret. But I promife you, that this 
day twelve months 1 will return under thofc trees, to 
put myfelf into your hands. Do you take heaven to 
be witnefsto this pro mile, fays the Genie? I do, an- 
fwers the merchant, and repejt It, and you may rely 
upon my oath. Upon this the Genie left him near the 
fountain, and difappeared. 

The merchant being recovered from his fright, 
mounted his horfe, and let forward on his journey; 
and as he was glad on the one hand that he iiad efcap’d 
fo great a danger, fo he was mortally lorry on the other, 
when he thought on his fatal oath. When he came 
home, his wile and children received him with all the 
demouff rations of a perfect joy. But he, in dead 
of makmg them anfwerable returns, fell a weeping 
bitterly ; from whence they readily conjectured, that 
fomathing extraordinary bad befstikn him. His wile 
afeed the realon of his exceffive grief and tears ; We 
are all overjoyed, fays flie, at your return; but you 
frighten us to fee you in this condition ; pray tell us 
the caufe of your farrow. Alas l replies the biifljaad# 
the caule of it is, that I have but a year to live: 
and then told what had paffed betwixt him and the 

Genie, 
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Genie, and thru he had given b)in his oath to return 
at the end of the year, to receive death from his 
hands* 

When they had heard this fad news, they all began 
to lament heartily- His wife made a pitiful outcry, 
beat her face, and tore her hair. The children being 
all in tears, made the houfe refbund with their groans ; 
and the lather, not being able to overcome nature, 
mix’d his tears with theirs ; So that, in a word, it 
was the mod aife&ing fpedade that any man could 
behold- 

Next morning the merchant applied himftlf to put 
his affairs in order ; and ihe fir (l of all to pay his debts* 
He made prefents to his friends, gave great alms to 
the poor, fee his flaves of both fexes at liberty , divid¬ 
ed his eiiate among his children, appointed guardians 
for fuchof them as were not come of age; and reitor- 
ing to his wife ail that was due to her by contraft of 
marriage, he gave her over and above all that he could 
do by law* 

At lad the year expired, and go he mutt* He put 
his burial clothes in his portmanteau ; but never was 
there fuch grief feen as when he came to bid his wife 
and children adieu- They could nor think of parting, 
but refolded to go along and to die with him ; but 
finding that he muffc be forced to part with tliofe dear 
objects, he fpoke to them thus ; My dear wife and 
children, fays he, I obey the order of heaven in quit¬ 
ting you; follow my example, fubrtHt courageoufly to 
this neccfStjr, and con fider that Tisthe deftiny of man to 
die. Having laid thei'c word?, he went out of the 
hearing of the cries of his family ; and taking hh jour¬ 
ney, arrived at the place where he promi kd to meet 
the Genic on the day appointed* He alighted, and 
fetting himfelf down by the fountain, waited the com¬ 
ing of the Genic, with all the forrow imaginable. Whijft 
he bngcifhed in this cruel expectation* a good old man 
leading a bitch, appeared and drew near him; they 
faluted one another ; after which the old man fays to 
him, .Brother; may I afk you why you are come into 
this defart place, where there is nothing bur evil ipirirs, 
and by confequcnce you cannot be fife. To look upon 
^ 2 thde 
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thefe fine trees, indeed, one would think the place in* 
habited ; but k is a true wilderttefs, where it is not fafe 
to Hay long. 

The merchant fatisfied his curiofity, and told him 
the adventure which obliged him to be there. The old 
man lilienedto him with ailonilhment, and when be 
had done, cry’d out. This is the moll furprking thing 
iji the world ; and you are bound with the moil inviolable 
Oath ? However, I will be wkuefs of your interview 
with the Genie. And fating down by the merchant, 
they talked together. But J fee day* fays Schehera¬ 
zade, and mull leave off; yet the bell of the flory is 
to conic* The Sultan refolving to hear the end of it, 
ftfFered her to live that day alio* 

The Third Night* 

N EXT morning Dinarzade made the fame requell 
to her filler as formerly, thus ; My dear filter, 
fays lhc, if you be not afleep, tell me one of thofe plea- 
fant llorics that you have read* But the Sultan, willing 
to underlland what followed betwixt the merchant and 
the Genie, bid her go on with that, which Ihe did as 
follows : 

Sir, while the merchant and the old man that led 
the bitch were talking, they faw another old man com¬ 
ing to them, followed by two black dogs; After they 
had fainted one another, he alkcd them what they did 
in that place ? The old mao with the bitch told him 
the adventure of the merchant and Genie, with all that 
had palled between them, particularly the merchant’s 
oath. He added, that it was the day agreed on, and 
that he was refoived to Hay and fee the iffuc. 

The fecond old man thinking it ajfo worth his cu- 
riofity, refoived to do the like ; he like wife fat down 
by them; and they had fcarce began to talk together, 
but there came a third old man, who addrellmg him- 
fdf to the two former, afked why the merchant that 
fatVith them looked fo melancholy ? They told him 
the rcafon of it, which appeared fo extraordinary to him, 
that he alfo refoived to be witnefs to therefult; aad for 
that end Isu down with them. 
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In a little time they perceived in the field a thick 
vapour, like a cloud of dull railed by a Whirlwind, ad¬ 
vancing towards them, which vanifhed all of a hidden, 
and then the Genie appeared; who, without fainting 
them, came up to the merchant with a drawn feymetar, 
and taking him by the arm* fays, Gee thee up, that I 
may kill rhee, as thou did ft my ion. The merchant 
and the three old men being frightened* began to la¬ 
ment, and to fill the air with their cries* Here Sche¬ 
herazade, perceiving day, left ofFherftary, which did 
fa much whet the Sultan's curiafity, that he was ab- 
folutely refolved to hear the end of it, and put off the 
Sukanefe’s execution till the next day* 

Nobody can exprefs the grand vizter's joy, when he 
perceived that the Sultan did not order him to kill Sche¬ 
herazade ; his family, the court, and all the people in 
general, were aftomfhed at it. 

The Fourth Night* 

T owards the end of the following night, Dinar- 
zade failed not to awake the Sultanefs. My 
dear filler, fays fhe* if you be not afieep, pray tell me 
one of your fine ftyrles* Then Scheherazade, with the 
Sultan's permiftkm {poke as follows* 

Sir, when the old man that led the bitch, faw the 
Genie Jay hold of the merchant, and about to kill 
him without pity? lie threw himfelf at the feet of the 
monitor, and killing them, fays to him, 'Prince of 
Genies, J moll humbly requeft you to fufpend your 
anger, and do me the favour to hear me. 1 will tell 
you the hiilory of my life, and of the bhcli you fee; 
and if you think it more wonderful and furprizing 
than the adventure of the merchant yvm are going to 
kill, 1 hope you will pardon the poor unfortunate man 
the third of his crime* The Genie took fome time to 
ton tub upon it, but anfwered at la!t. Well then, l 
agree to it. 

The Htfcry of the Firfl Old Man } and the Bitch , * 

I Shall begin then, fays the old man ; liften to me, 
I pray you with attention. This bitch you fee is 
k' 3 my 
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my coufin ; nay what is nicne, tny wife ; fhe was only 
twelve years of age when J married her, fo that i may 
juftly fay, fhe ought as much to regard me as her father, 
as her idnfman and hufband. 

We lived together twenty years, without any chil¬ 
dren, yet her harrennefs did not hinder my having a 
great deal of emuplaifance and fricndlhip for her* The 
delire of having children only made me to buy a Have, 
by whom F had a fon, who was extreme promifing* My 
wife being jealous, conceived a hatred for both mo¬ 
ther and child, but concealed it fo well, that I did 
not know it till S twas too late. 

Mean time my fon grew up, and was ten years old, 
when I was obliged to undertake a journey* Before 1 
went, I recommended to my wife, of whom I had no 
mi ft ru ft, the Have and her fon, and pray’d her to take 
care of *em during my abfence, which was for a whole 
year* She made ufc of that time to fatisfy her hatred ; 
ihe applied herfelf to magick, and when fhe knew 
enough of that diabolical art to execute her horrible 
contrivance, the wretch carried my fon to a defolate 
place, where, by her inch a fitments* fhe changed my 
ion into a'calf, and gave him to my farmer to fatten, 
pretending flic had bought him* Her fury did not ftop 
at this abominable aftion, but fhe like wife changed the 
Have into a cow, and gave her alfo to my farmer. 

At my return, f afked for the mother and child % 
Your Have, fays fhe, is dead ; and for your fon, I 
know not what is become of him, l have not feenbini 
thefe two months* I was troubled at the death of the 
Have, but my fon having only dlfappeared, as fhe told 
me, I was in hopes he would return in a little time. 
However, eight months palled, and I heard nothing of 
him* When the ftritival of the great Bairam happened, 
to celebrate the lame, [ fent to my farmer for one of 
the fatieft cows, to facrifice £ and he fent me one ac¬ 
cordingly* The cow whicli he brought me was my 
Have, the unfortunate mother of my fon* I tied her, 
but as I was going to facrifice her, fhe bellowed piti¬ 
fully, and I could perceive ftreams of tears run from 
her eyes. This kerned to mo very extraordinary, and 
finding rayfelf, in fpitc of all J could do, kized with 
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pity* I could not find in my heart to give her a blow, 
but ordered my farmer to get me another. 

My wife, who was pro Tent, was enraged at my com¬ 
panion, and op poling her! elf to an order which dii ap¬ 
pointed her malice p flic cries out. What do you do, 
hufband ? Sacrifice that cow, your farmer has not a 
finer, nor one fitter for that ufe- Out of complaiiance 
I to my wife, I came, again to the cow, and combating 
my pity, which fufpended the faerifice, was going to 
give her the fatal blow j when the victim redoubling 
her tears, and bellowing, difarmed me a fecond time. 
Then I put the mell into the farmer's hands, and bid 
him take and faerifice her himfelf, for her tears and 
bellowing pierced my heart. 

The farmer, lefs tompaffionate than I t facrificed her j 
and when he ftea'd her, found her to be nothing but 
bones, though to us (be fee me d very fat. Take her to 
ycurfelf, fays I to the farmer, I quit her to you ; give 
her in afms, or which way you will ; and if you 
have a very fat calf, bring it me in her Head, 1 did 
not in form myfelf what he did with the cow, but foon 
after he took her away, he came with a very fat calf. 
Tho’ I knew not the calf was my fon, yet 1 conld 
not forbear being moved at the fight of him* On his 
part, asfoon as he faw me, he made fo great an effort 
to come to me, that he broke his card, threw himfelf 
at my feet, with his head againII the ground, as if he 
would excite my companion, conjuring me not to be 
fo cruel as to take his life ; nnd did as much as was 
poflible for him to do, to fignify that he was my 
ton. 

I was more furprized and affected with this a£Uon, 
than with the tears of the cow ; 1 found a tender pity, 
which made me concern myfelf for him, or rather na¬ 
ture did its duty. Go, fays I to the farmer, carry home 
that calf, take great care of him, and bring me another 
in his place immediately. 

As loon as my wife heard me fay fo, fhe immediately 
cried out, What do you do, hufband r Take my advice, 
faerifice no other calf but that. Wife, fays J, I will 
not faerifice him, I will fpare him, arid pray don't you 
eppofe it. The wicked woman had no regard to my 
C 4 defire, 
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defire, (he hated my Con too much, to confent that I 
fhould fave him : 1 tied the poor creature, and taking 
wp the fatal knife—Here Scheherazade ibpt, becaufe 
fhe perceived day-light* ^ 

Then Dinarzade faid, Sitter, I am enchanted with 
this ilory ; which befpeaks my attention fo agreeably. 
If the Sul can will fatter me to live to-day, anAvers 
Scheherazade, what l have to tell to-morrow, will 
divert you abundantly more. Schahriar, curious to 
know what would become of the old man’s fon that 
Jed the bitch, told the Sultanels he would be very glad 
to hear the end of that ilory next night. 

9 **be Frfl h Night 4 

W HEN day began to draw near, Dinarzade put 
her filter’s orders in execution very exaftiy ; 
who being awaked, prayed the Sultau to allow her to 
give Dinarzade that fatisfafUon, which the prince, who 
took fb much pleafure in the ftory hi raft If, willingly 
agreed to - 

Sir, then, fays Scheherazade, the firft old man who 
ied the bitch, continuing his ftory to the Genie, to the 
two o.fier old men, and the merchant, proceeded thus ; 
1 took the knife, fays he, and was going to ftrlke it 
into my Jon's throat ; when turning his eyes, bathed 
with tears, in a languiftung manner, towards me, he 
afFedlcd me fo that 1 had no ftrength to facrifice him, 
but let the knife fall, and told my wife pofitiveJy that 
I would have another calf to facrifice, and not that* 
She ulcd all endeavours to make me change my refo- 
lotion ; but I connnued"Jinn, and pacified her a Jittle, 
by promrfing that j would facrifice him again ft the Bai- 
r:wn next year. 

Next morning my farmer dcfired to fpeak with tne 
alone; and told' me, I come fays he, to tell you a 
piece of news, for which 1 hope you will return me 
thanks. I have a daughter that has fome dull in ma- 
gick: Yefterday as 1 carried back the calf, which you 
would ttot facrifice, 1 perceived (he laughed when file 
faw him, and in a moment after fell a‘ weeping, f 
aiked her why ftie afted two fuch contrary parts at one 

and 
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and the fame time. Father, replies fhe, the calf you 
bring back is our landlords fon : I laughed for joy to 
fee him iUU alive, and I wept at the remembrance of 
the facrifice that was made the other day oi his mother, 1 
who was changed into a cow, Fhefe two metamoV- 
phofes were made by the inchan*tnents of our mailer $ 
wife, who hated the the mother and fon. This is what 
my daughter told me, faid the farmer, and I come to 
acquaint you with it. 

At thefe words, the old man adds, I leave^ you to 
think, my lord Genie, how much I was fo,-priced ; I 
went immediately to my farmer, to fpeak with his 
daughter myfelf. As foon as I came, 1 went forthwith 
to the ilall where my fon was ; he could not anuver my 
embraces, but received them in fuch a manner, as fully 
fad shed me be was my fun. 

The farmer’s daughter came : My good maid, fays 
J, can you re Hot e my fon to his former fhape ? ^ es, 

fays fhe, 1 can. Ah 1 fays I, if you can, I will make 
you mi 11 re is of all my fortune. She replied to me, 
tailing, Vou are our mailer, and 1 know very well 
what I owe to you, but I cannot reftore your fon into 
his former fhype, but on two 'conditions: The ftril 
is, that you give him me for my hufband j and the 
fecond is, that you allow me to putiilh the per fon who 
changed him into a calf. For the ftril 3 fays 1 , 1 agree 
to h°vvitb all my heart: Nay, J pnmdfe you more, a 
confjderable ellate for yonrlelf, independent on what 1 
defign for my fon :Tn a word, you (hall fee how I 
will* reward the great fervice ! expeft from you. As 
to what relates to my wife, 1 alfo agree to it j a perfon 
that has been capable of committing fuch a criminal 
aftion, deferves very well to be punilhed ; i leave her 
to you, only J mull pray you net to take her life. I 
am juft a going then, anfwers fl;e, to treat her as (he has 
treated your fon ; I agree to it, fays 1 , provided you're- 
Hore my fon to me beforehand. 

Then the maid took a vefFel full of water, pro¬ 
nounced words over it that t djd not underhand, and 
addrefling herfelf to the calf, U calf, fays fhe, jfihou 
wall created by the almighty and fovc reign m alter of the 
world, fuch us you appear at this time, continue in 
C 5 that 
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that form ; but if thou beeft a man, and art changed 
imo a calf by enchantment, return to thy natural lhape, 
by the permiffion of the fovereign Creator. As ihe 
ipoke thefe words, ftie threw water upon him, and in 
an mftant he recovered his Hr£l Shape. 

^ My ion, my dsar fon, cried 1 , i mmed lately embracing 
him with fuch a mnfport of joy, that I knew not what 
I was doing; it [5 heaven that hath font us this young 
maid, to take off the horrible charm by which you were 
incbanted, and to avenge the injury done to you and 
your mother. I doubt not, but in acknowledgment, 
you will take your deliverer to wife, as 1 have promifcd. 
He confented to it with joy; but before they married, 
fhe changed my wife into a bitch ; and this is fhe you 
fee here. I dcfired ilie fhould have this fhape, rather 
than another left agreeable, that wc might fee her in the 
family without horror. 

Since that time, my fon is become a widower, and 
gone to travel ; and it being feveral years frnce 1 heard 
of him, 1 am come abroad to enquire after him ; and 
not being willing to try ft any body with my wife, 
while I mould come home. I thought fit to carry her 
every where with me. This is the hiftory of myfeif 
and this bitch ; is it not one of the mo ft wonderful 
and iurpnzing that can be? I agree, it is, fays the 
Genie, and upon that account I forgive the merchant 
the third of his crime. 

Wnen the firftold man. Sir, continued the Sultanefs, 
had umfhed his ftory, the fecond, who led the two 
black dogs, addreffed Kimfclf to the Genie, and fays 
to him 1 1 am going to tell you what happened to me, 
and thele two black dogs you fee by me, and 1 am cer- 
tam you will fay, that my ftory is yet more furprizing 
than that which you have juft now heard; but when I 
have to[d it you, I hope you will be pleafed to pardon 
the merchant the fecond third of his crime. Yes, re¬ 
plies the Genie, provided your ftory ftirpafs that of the 
bitch. Then the fecond old man began in this man¬ 
ner, But as Scheherazade pronounced thefe words, ftie 
faw itwasday, and left off fpeaking, 

O heaven 1 lifter, fays Dinarzade, thofe adventures 
are very lingular. Sifter, replies theSultanefs, they are 
6 not 
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not comparable to thofe which I have to tell you next 
night, if the Sultan, my lord and mailer, be fo good as 
to let me live. Schahriar anfvvered nothing to that ; 
but rofe up, faid his prayers, and went to council, 
without giving any order again ft the life of the charm¬ 
ing Scheherazade. 


*Tbe Sixth Night* 


T HE fmh night being come, the Sultan and his 
lady went to bed. Dinar zade awaked at the ufual 
hour, and calling to the Suhanefs, fays. Dear filler, if 
you be not afleep, I pray you until it be day, to faiiify 
my. curidfity; I am impatient to hear the ftory of the 
old man and the two black dogs. The Sultan confented 
to it with pleasure, being no lefs defirous to know the 
ftory than Dinarzade ; and Scheherazade continued it 
as follows* 


^he Story of* the Second Old Man t &nd the t*wo Math 

G REAT prince of Genies, fays the old man, you 
muft know that we are three brothers, I and the 
two black dogs you fee : Our father left each of us, 
when lie died, one thoufand fe^uins. With that fum, 
we all entered into the fame way of living, and became 
merchants. A little time after we had opened ibop, my 
eldeft brother, one of thefe two dogs, refolvcd to travel 
and trade in foreign countries. Upon this defign, he 
fold his eftate, and bought goods proper for the trade 
he intended. 

He went away, and was abfent a whole year ; at the 
end of which, a poor man, who 1 thought had come 
to a£k alms, prefented himfelf before me in my Ihop, 
I faid to him, God help you. God help you alfo, 
anfwered he, is it poffiblc you donh know me ? Upon 
this I looked to him narrowly, and knew him: Ah, 
brother, cried I, embracing bin, how could I know 
you in this condition ? 1 made him come into my houfe, 
and afeed him concerning his health, and theluccefs of 
histravels. Don't ailc me that quellion, fays he j when 
you fee me, you fee all: it would only renew my grief, 
to tell you all the particulars of the misfortunes that 
C 6 have 
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have befallen me, and reduced me to this condition, 
fince l left you, 

I immediately Ihut up my Ihop, and carrying him to 
a bath, gave him the beft clothes I had by me; and 
examining my books, and finding that I had doubled 
my flock, that is to fay, that I was worth two thoufand 
fequins, I gave him one half. With that, fays I, brother, 
you may make up your lofs. He joyfully accepted the 
proffer, recovered himfelr, and we lived together, as 
before. 

Some time after, my fecoml brother, who is the other 
of thefe two dogs, would alfo fell his eilate, I, and 
bis other brother, did all we could to divert him from 
11 3 but could not; He fold it, and with the money 
bought fuch goods as were fuitable to the trade he de¬ 
signed, He joined aearravan, and took a journey. He 
returned at the end of the year, in the fame condition 
as my other brother ; and [ having gained another thou¬ 
fand fequins, gave him them, with which he furnilhcd 
iiis Ihop, aud continued to follow his trade. 

Some time after, one of my brothers comes to me 
to propofe a trading voyage with them ; 1 immediately 
rejeflcd their propofal. You have travelled, fays I, 
and what have you gained by it ? Who can allure me, 
that 1 fball be more foccefsful than you have been ? 
They reprefen ted tc me, in vain, all that they thought 
pie vail upon me, to engage in that defign with 
them, for I conilantly refuted; but they importuned 
me fomuch, that after having refilled their folickation 
live whole years, they overcame me at laft* But when 
we were to make preparations for our voyage, ana to 
buy goods neccflary to the undertaking, i iound they 
had (pent all, and that they had not one farthing left 
of the thoufand tequins 1 had given each of them* l did 
not, however, upbraid them in the leak with it. On 
the contrary, my flock being fix thoufand tequins, I 
fhared the halfofit with them, telling tern, iViy brothers, 
we mult venture thefe three thoufand fcquins, and hide 
the reft in fome hire place ; that in cale our voyage be 
no more fuccelsful than yours was formerly, we may 
have wherewith to alfifl os, and to follow our ancient 
way of living, I gave each of them a thoufand fequins. 
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and keeping as much for myfelf, I buried the other 
three thouiand in a comer of my houfe, We bought 
our goods, and after having embarked them on board 
of a veffel, which we freighted betwixt us three, we 
put to fea with a favourable wind* After a month’s 
fail—But I fee day, fays Scheherazade, I mu ft Hop 
here. 

Sifter, fays Dinarzade, this ftory promifes a great 
deal; I fancy the reft of h muftbe very extraordinary. 
You are not miftaken, fays the Sukanefs, and if the Sul¬ 
tan will allow me to tell you, I am perfuaded it will 
very much divert you, Schahriar got up as he did the 
day before, without explaining his mind ; but gave no 
order to the grand vizier to kill his daughter. 

The Seventh Night* 

W HEN the feventh night drew near a dofe, Di- 
narzade awaked the Sukanefs, and prayed her 
to continue the ftory of the fecond old mart, 1 will, 
anfwcred Scheherazade, provided the Sultan, my Lord 
and mafter, don’t oppofe it. Not at all, fays Schahriar; 
I am fo far from op poling it, that 1 defire - you earneftly 
to go on with it. 

To refume the thread of the ftory, fays Scheherazade, 
you mult know, that the old man who led the two dogs 
continued his ftory to the Genie, the other two old 
men and the merchant, thus: In ftiort, fays he, after 
two months fail, we arrived happily at port, where we 
landed, and had a very great vent for our goods. I, 
efpecially, fold mine fo well, that J gained ten to one; 
and we bought com modi ties of that country, to tranf- 
port and fell in our own. 

When we were ready to embark, in order to return, 
I met, upon the bank of the fea, a lady handfome 
enough, but poorly clad : She came up to me prefently, 
kilftrd my hand, prayed me with the greateft earneftneft 
imaginable to marry her, and take her along with me* 
1 made fome difficulty to agree to it; but fhe faid fo 
many things to perfuade me that I ought to make no 
objeaion to her poverty, and that Ilhould have all the 
rcaion in the world to be facisfted with her conduct, 

that 
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that I yielded, I ordered fit apparel to be made for 
her ; and after having married her, according to form, 
I took her on board, and wc fet fail. During the navi¬ 
gation, I found the wife f had taken, had fo many 
good qualities, that 1 loved her every day more and 
more. In the mean time my two brothers, who had 
not managed their affairs fo well as I did mine, envied 
my prosperity 5 and their fury carried them fo far, as 
to confpire againft my life ; lb that one night, when 
my wife and I were aileep, they threw us both in the fea. 

My wife was a Fairy, and by confequence, Genie, 
you know well (he could not be drowned ; but for me, 
it is certain 1 had been loft, without her help. I had 
fcarce fallen into the water, till the took me up, and 
carried me to an Ifland* When it was day, the Fairy 
laid to me. You fee, hufband, that by faving your life, 
I have not rewarded you ill for your kindnefs to me. 
You mull know, that lam a Fairy, and that being opon 
the bank of the fea, when you were going to embark* 
I found I had a firong inclination for you; 1 had a 
mine to try your goodnefs, and prefemed myfeif before 
you in that difguife wherein you faw me. You have 
dealt very generoufty with me, and I am mighty glad 
to have found an opportunity of teftifying my acknow¬ 
ledgment to you: But I am incenfed again!! your bro 
thers, and nothing will fatisfy me but their lives, 

I iiftened to this difcourfe of the Fairy, with admira¬ 
tion ; I thanked her as well as 1 could, for the great 
kindnefs fhe had done me : But, madam, fays I, for 
my brothers, I beg you to pardon them ; whatever 
caufe they have given me, I am not cruel enough to 
defire their death* I told her the particulars of what 
I had^Jone for them, which increased her indignation 
fo, that fhe cried our, I muftimmediately fiy after thofe 
ungrateful traitors, and cake fpeedy vengeance on them; 
I will drown their vcffcl, and throw them into the bot¬ 
tom of the fea. No, my good lady, replied I, for the 
fake of heaven don’t do jo; moderate your anger, con- 
fider that they arc my brothers, and that we muft do 
good for evil, 

1 pacified the Fairy by thofe words; and as foon as I 
had ipokc fhem, fhe Wnfported me in a moment from 

thi 
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the ifland where we were, to the roof of my own houfe, 
which was te[rafted , and difappeared in a moment. I 
went down* opened the doors, and dug up the three 
thoufand fequins l had hid, I went afterwards to the 
place where my fhop was, which l alfo opened; and 
was complimented by the merchants, my neighbours, 
upon my return* When I went to my houfe, I per¬ 
ceived two black dogs, which came to me in a very 
fubmiflive manner; I knew not what it meant, but was 
much aftonifhed at it. But the. Fairy, who appeared 
immediately, fays to me, huiband, do not be furprked 
to fee thefe two black dogs by you, they arc your two 
brothers- I was troubled at thefe words, and alked her 
by what power they were fo transformed. It was I 
that did It, fays fhe, at lead I gave eommiflkm to one 
of my filters to do it, who at the fame time funk their 
Blip* you have loft the goods you had on board, but I 
will make it up to you another way. As to your two 
brothers, 1 have condemned them to remain five years 
in that fhape- Their perfidioufnefs too well deferves 
fuch a penance ; and, in lTiort, after having told me 
where 1 might hear of her, fhe difappeared, 

Now the five years being out, 1 am travelling in 
queft of her; and as I puffed this way, I met this mer¬ 
chant, and the good old man that led the bitch, and 
fat down by them* This is my hiftory, O prince of 
Genies ! don’t yon think it very extraordinary ? I own 
it, fays the Genie, and upon that account I remit the 
merchant the-fecond third of the crime which he had 
committed again!!me. 

As foon as the fecond old man had finifhed his ftory, 
the third began, and made the like demand of the 
Genie, with the two fir ft ; that is to fay, to pardon the 
merchant the other third of his crime, provided the 
ftory he had to tell him, exceeded the two he had 
already heard, for fingular events* The Genie made 
him the fame promife as he had done the other two* 
Hearken then, fays the old man to him—but day ap¬ 
pears, fays Scheherazade, I muftilop here* 

1 can’t enough admire, filler, fays Dinarzade, the 
adventures you have told me, I know abundance more, 
anfwers the Sultanefs, that are ftlll more wonderful* 

Schahriar* 
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Schahriar willing to know if the ftor y of the third oM 
man would be as agreeable as that of the fecond, put off 
the execution of Scheherazade till the next day, 

^Ths Eighth Night* 

A S foon asDinarzade perceived it was time to call 
the Sultanefs, fee fays, filter, I have been awake 
a long time, and had a great mind to awake you, I am 
fo impatient to hear the ilory of the third old man. 
The Sultan anfwcrcd, 1 can hardly think that the third 
Hory will furpafs the two former ones. 

Sir, replies the Sukanefs, the third old man told his 
ftory to the Genie ; 1 cannot tell it you, becaufe it is 
not come to my knowledge but I know that it did To 
much exceed the two former ifories, in the variety of 
wonderful adventures, that the Genie was aftoniflied at 
it ; and no fooner heard the end of ft, but he faid to 
the third old man, I remit the other third part of the 
merchant’s crime upon the account of your ftory. He 
is very much obliged to ail three of you, for having 
delivered him out of his danger by your ftortes ; with¬ 
out which, he had not now been in the world. And 
having fpoke thus he dilappeared, to the great content- 
merit of the company. 

The merchant failed not to give his three deliverer* 
the thanks he owed them. They rejoiced to fee him 
out of danger $ after wuich they bid him adieu, and 
eackof them went on his way. The merchant returned 
to his wife and children, and pafled the relt of his 
days with them in peace. But, Sir, added Schehera¬ 
zade* how pleafent foever thefc Tories may be, that I 
have told your raajefty hitherto, they don’t come near 
that of the FLiberman. Dinarzade perceiving that the 
Sukanefs demurred, fays co her, filler, frnce there is 
111II feme time remaining, pray tell us the llory of the 
Fifherman, if the Sultan is willing* Schahriar agreed 
to it, and Scheherazade reluming her dilcourfe, pur- 
fued it in this manner* 
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'The. Story of the Fi/herman. 

SIR, 

T HERE was a very ancient fifherman, fo poor* 
that he could fcarce earn enough to maintain 
himfelf, his wife, and three children. He went every 
day tofifti betimes in a morning ; and impaled it as a 
law upon himfelf, not to call his nets above four times 
a day. He went one morning by moon-light, and 
coming to the fea bank, undrdFed himfelf, and call in 
his nets. As he drew them towards the Ibore, he found 
them very heavy, and thought he had a good draught of 
hlh, at which he rejoiced within himfelf; but in a 
moment after, perceiving that inftead of frfh, there was 
nothing in Ms nets but the care afs of an afs, he was 
mightily vexed. Scheherazade ftupt here, becaufe fhe 
faw it was day. 

Sifter, fays Dinarzade, I mutt confefs, that the be* 
ginning of the ftory charms me, and I forefee that the 
reftflt of it will be very agreeable. There is nothing 
morefurpvizlng than the ftoryof this filherman, replied 
the Sultanefs, and you will be convinced of it next night, 
if the Sultan will be fo gracious as to let me live, 
Schahriar being curious to hear the fuecefs of fuch an 
extraordinary filhing, would not order Scheherazade to 
be put to death that day. 

7he Ninth Night. 

M Y dear fitter, cries Dinarzade next morning a£ 
the ufual hour, if you be not afleep, 1 pray you 
go on with the ftory of the filherman; I am ready to 
die till 1 hear it. lam wining to give you that farif- 
fadlion, fays the Sultanefs; but at the fame time, fhe 
demanded leave of the Sultan, and having obtained it, 
began the ilory again as follows : 

Sir, when the filherman, vexed to have made fuch a 
forty draught, had mended his nets, which the carcafe 
of the afs had broke in feveral places, he threw them 
in a fecond time; and when he drew them, found a 
great deal of refinance, which made him to think he 
had taken abundance of fifh ; but he found nothing 
except a pannier full of gravel and flime, which grieved 
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him extremely- O fortune! cries he, with a lamenta¬ 
ble tone, don't be angry at me, nor perfecute a wretch 
who prays thee to fpare him- i came hither from my 
hoide to feck for my livelihood, and thou pronounce!! 
death againft me. J have no -other trade out this to 
fob Jill by: and not wit brand ing all the care 1 take, 1 
can leareel y provide what is abiolutely necdTary for my 
family. But I am in the wrong to complain of thee ; 
thou takeft plcafure to perfecute honeft people, and to 
leave great men in obfeurity, while thou ihewell favour 
to the wicked, and advance!! thofc who have no virtue 
to recommend them- 

f inv 1 ng finilhed chis comp!a in t, he tbrew away the 
pannier in a fret, and wafhing Ids nets from the dime, 
call the the third time j but brought up nothing, 
except (lone, ihells and mud. Nobody can expreis 
his dhorder; he was within-an ace of gotngquite mad. 
However, when day began to appear, he did not forget 
to fay his prayers, like a good muffelman, and after¬ 
wards added this petition: * Lord, you know, that I 
4 call my nets only four times a day ; I have already 

* *r a ^ vn them three times, without the leaft reward 

* for my labour: I am only to call them once more ; 

I pray you to render the fea favourable to me. as 
you did to Mofes• J 

fne fifherman having finifhed this prayer, call his 
nets the fourth timej and when he thought it was time, 
he drew them as formerly, with great difficulty ; but 
lnftead of fifh, found nothing in them but a veffel of 
yellow copper, that by its weight feemed to be full of 
fomething; and he obferved that it was fhut up and 
fealed with lead, having the impreffionof afeal upon it. 
This rejoiced him : 1 will fell it, fays he, to the founder, 
and with the money arifing from the product, buy a 
meafure of corn. He examined the veflei on all fides* 
and Ihook it, to fee if what was within made any noife, 
and heard nothing- This ei ream lla nee, with the im- 
preffion of the feal upon the leaden coyer, made him to 
think there wasfomething precious in it- To try this, 
he took a knife, and opened it with very little labour* 
He prefently turned the mouth downward, but nothing 
came out, which furpmed him extremely. He let it be- 
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fore him, and while he looked upon it attentively* 
there came out a very thick (moke, which obliged nim 
to retire two or three paces from it* 

The fmoke mounted as high as the clouds, and ex¬ 
tending icfdf along the fea, and upon the fhore, formed 
a great miiL which we may well imagine did mightily 
aftpnifh the fifhermao* When the fmoke was all out of 
the vefle], it re-united ttfelf, and became afolid body, 
of which there was formed a Genie twice as high as 
the greateft of giants* At the fight of a monlief of 
fuch an unliveable bulk, the fiftterman would fain have 
fled, but wasfo frightened, that h^couldnofgoone ilep. 

Solomon, cried the Genie immediately, Solomon, 
the great prophet, pardon, pardon; I will never more 
oppofe your will, I will obey all your commands.—— 

Scheherazade perceiving day, broke off her ftory. 

Upon which Din arcade faid, Dear filter, nobody 
can keep their promife better than you have done your’s. 
This ftory is certainly more furprizing than all the for¬ 
mer. Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, there are more won-, 
derful things yet to come, if my lord, the Sultan, will 
allow me to tell them you. fjehahriar had too great a 
deft re to hear out the ftory of the fifherman, to deprive 
himfelf of that pleafure ; and therefore put off the Sul- 
tanefs’s death another day* 


Tie Tenth Night , 


Tnarzade called her Mer next night, when /be 



thought it was time, and prayed her to continue 
the ftory of the fifherman ; and the Sultan being alfo 
impatient to know what concern the Genie had with 
Solomon, Scheherazade continued her ftory thus : 

Sir, the fifherman, when he heard thefe words of the 
Genie, recovered his courage, and fays to him. Thou 
proud (pint, what is it that you talk£ It's above eigh¬ 
teen hundred years (nice the prophet Solomon died, and 
we are now at the end of time ; Tell me your hi ftory, 
and how you came to be Jhut up in this veffel. 

The Genie turning to the fifherman, with a fierce 
look, fays, You mult fpeak to me with more civility ; 
thou art very bold to call me a proud fpiriu Very well. 
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replies the fifherman. fhall I fpeak to you with more 
civility j and call you the owl of good luck? 1 fay, 
an fivers the Genie, fpeak to me more civilly, before i 
kill thee. Ah ! replies the flfheniian, why would you 
kill me? Did not I juft now fet you at liberty, and 
have yon already forgot it? Yes, l remember it, fays 
the Genie, but that fhalHiot hinder me to kill thee: 
I have only one favour u> grant thee : And what's that, 
fays the ft (Herman ? It is, an fivers the Genie, to give 
you your choice, in what manner thou vvouldli have 
me to take thy life* But wherein have l offended you, 
replies the fifherman ? Is that your reward for thv- good 
fervices 1 have done you ? I can't treat you other wife* 
fays the Genie ; and that you may be convinced of it, 
hearken lo my Rory, 

I am one ofthofe rebellious fpims that oppofed them- 
felves to the will of heaven ; all the other Genies owned 
Solomon, the great prophet, and fubmitted to him. 
Sacar and I were the only Genies that would never be 
guilty of a mean thing : And to avenge himfelf that 
great monarch fent Afaph* the fen of Barakhia, his 
chief minifter* to apprehend me. That was accord¬ 
ingly done. Afaph i'eized my perfon, and brought me 
by force before his mailer’s throne. 

Solomon, the fon of David, commanded me to quit 
my way of living, to acknowledge his power, and to 
fubmit myfelf to his commands ; I bravely refufed to 
obey, and told him, I would rather expofe myfelf to 
his refentment, than fwear fealty, and fubmit to him, 
as he required. To p&nifh me, he fhut me up in this 
copper veffel j and to make fure of me, that 1 Ihould 
not break prilon, he ifcampt (himfelf) upon this leaden 
cover, his feal, with the great name of God engraven 
upon it. Thus, he gave the vefiel to one of the Genies 
who fubmiited to him, with orders to throw me into 
the fca, which was executed, to my farrow. 

During the firft hundred year's imprifonment* I fivoro 
that if any one would deliver me before the hundred 
years expired, 1 would make him rich, even after his 
death t Bat that century ran out, and nobody did me 
that great odice. During the facond* I made an oath, 
that 1 would open all the treafures of the earth to any 

one 
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,cne that foouldfor me at liberty; but with no better 
fuccefs, In the third, I prormfed to make rny deliverer 
a potent monarch, to be always near him in a Ipirit, 
and to grant him every day three demands, ot what 
nature ioever they might be : But this century ran out 
as well as the two former, and 1 continued in prifon* 
At lail being angry, or rather mad to find my fair a 
prifonerfo long, I'fwore, that if afterwards any one 
Should deliver me, 1 would kill him without pity, and 
grant him no other favour but to chooie what kind of 
death he would die ; and therefore, fmee you have de¬ 
livered me to day, I give you that choice. 

This difcourfe afflided the poor ftiherman extremely: 
lam very unfortunate, cries he, to come hither to do 
fuch a piece of good fervlce, to one that s fo ungrateful- 
1 beg you to eonfidcr your injuftice, and revoke fuch 
an unreafonable oath ; pardon me, and heaven will 
pardon you j if you grant me my life, heaven will pro- 
ted vou from all attempts againil your’s. No, thy dea.h’s 
refolved on, fays the Genie, only choofe how you will 
die. The fillierman perceiving the Gfcnie 10 be refo- 
lute, was extremely grieved, not fo much for himielf, 
as for his three children ; and bewailed the mifery they 
mull be reduced to by his death. He endeavoured ftill 
to appeafe the Genie, and fays, Alas', be pleated to 
take pity on me, in consideration of the good femes I 
have done you, I have told thee already, replies the 
Genie, it’s for that very reafon I mud kill thee. That’s 
very llrange, fays the fiiherman, are you refolved to re¬ 
ward good with evil ? The proverb fays, * That he who 

* does good to one, who deferves it not, is always 

* ill rewarded/ I muftconfefs, 1 thought it was falfo j 
for in effeft, there can be nothing m6re contrary to 
reafon, or the laws of fociety, Neverthelcfs, I find 
now by cruel experience, that it is but too true- Don’t 
let’s lofe time, replies the Genie, all thy reafonings 
Ihall not divert me from my purpofe: make haite and 
tel! me which way you choofe to die- 

Necefiity is the mother of invention. The fiihermair 
bethought himfelf of a llratagem* Since I mull die then, 
fays he to the Genie, 1 fob in it to the will of heaven ; 
but before I choofe the manner of death, I conjure you 
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by the great name which was engraven upon the fed 
of the prophet Solomon, the fon of David, to anfwer 
me truly the queftion I am goin^ to afk you* 

The Genic finding himfelf obliged to a pofitive an- 
fwer, by this adjuration, trembled; and replied to the 
£ flier man, afk what thou wilt, but make haiie.—Day 
appearing, Scheherazade held her peace. 

lifter, fays Dinarzade, it mull be owned that the 
more you fpeak, the more your furprize and fatisfy* I 
hope the Sultan, our Lord, will not order you to he 
put to death, till he hears out the fine fiery of the fifh- 
erman* The Sultan is abfolute, replies Scheherazade, 
we mull fubmit to his will in every thing. But Schah- 
riar being as willing as Dinarzade to hear an end of 
the ftory, did again put off the execution of the Sul- 
tanefs* 

The Eleventh Night* 

S Chahriar, and the princefs, his fpoufe, pafTed this 
night tu the fame man ner as they had done the for¬ 
mer ; and before break of day, Dinarzade awaked them 
with thele words, fhe addreffed to the Sultanefs : I pray 
you, lifter, to refume the Rory of the fi flier man. With 
all my heart, fa id Scheherazade, j am willing to fatisfy 
you, with the Sultan's per million. 

The Genie (continued fhe] having prom ifiS3 to fpeak 
the truth, the fifherman fays to him, I would know if 
you were actually in this veffel : Dare you fwear it by 
the name of the great God ? Yes, replied the Genie, I 
do fwear by that great name, that I was, and it is a 
certain truth* J n good faith, anftvered the fiiherman, l 
cannot believe you ; the veil'd is not capable to hold 
one of your feet, and how fhould it he poflible that 
your whole body could lie in it? 1 fwear to thee, not- 
withftanding, replied the Genic, that I was there juft as 
you fee me here : Is it poflible that thou dolt not be- 
lieve me afterthis great oath that I have taken r Truly 
not I, faidthe fifherman; nor will I believe you, un- 
Icfs you (hew it me. 

Upon which the body of the Genie was diffolved 
and changed icfelf into fmoke, extending itfelf as for 
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merly upon the fea and fhor£ ; and then at Infl being 
gathered together, it began tore enter the veflel, which 
it fo continued to do fucceffively, by a flow and equal 
motion, after a fmooth and exadl way, till nothing was 
left out, and immediately, a voice came forth, which 
faid to the fifherman, Well now, incredulous fellow, I 
am all in the vefFel, don’t you believe me now* 

The filhermau, inllead of anfivering the Genie, took 
the cover oflead, and having fpeedily Ihut the veflel, 
Genie, cries he, now it’s your turn to beg my favour, 
and to choofe which way I ihalJ put you to death ; but 
not fo, it’s better that 1 fhould throw you into the fea, 
whence I took you: and then I will build a houfe upon 
the bank, whereof will dwell to give notice to to all 
ermcn who come to throw in their nets, to beware of 
ftich a wicked Genie as thou art, who has made an oath 
to kill him that Jhall fet thee at liberty. 

The Genie, enraged at ihofe exprdfions, did all he 
could to get out of the veJTel again, but it was not pof- 
lible for him to do it; for the impreffibn of Solomon's 
feal prevented him: So perceiving that the fifhermam 
had got the advantage of him, for he thought fit to dif- 
femble his anger. Ft fiber man, fays he, in a plealant 
tone, take heed you don’t do what you fay ; for what 
I fpoke to you before was only byway of Jeff, and yen 
are to take it no otherwife. O Gfenie! replies the fiill- 
er:nan, thou who waif buta moment ago, the greateil 
of all Genies, and now are the lead of them, thy crafty 
dtfcourfe will fignify nothing to thee, but to the fea 
thou (halt return: if thou hall ftaid there already fo 
long as thou haft told me, thou nuy’ft very well Hay 
there till the day of judgment. I begged of thee in 
God's name, not to take away my life, and thou did ft 
rejeffc rr.y prayers ; I am obliged to treat you in the 
fame manner. 

The Genie omitted nothing that could prevail upon 
the fidierman : Open the vefTel, fays he, give me my 
liberty, 1 pray thee, and I promife to fatisfy thee to thy 
own content. Thou art a mere traitor replies the ftflu 
ermah, f ihould defer veto lofe my life, ill be ftich a 
fool as to trull thee : thou wilt not fail to treat me in 
the fame manner, ai a certain Grecian king treated the 
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phyfician Don ban. *Tis a ilory I have a mind to tell 
thee, therefore Ii lien to k. 


*Tke Story of the Grecian king and the phyftcian Dottban. 

T HERE was in the country' of Zouman, m Perfia, 
a king, whofe fubjefts were originally Greeks. 
This king was all over leprous, and his phyficians in 
vain endeavoured his cure ; and when they were at their 
wits end what to prefcribe to him, a very able phyfi- 
Cian, called Douban, arrived at hb court* 

This phyfician had learnt his fcience in Greek, Per- 
Can, Turkifli, Arabian, Latin, bydac, and Hebrew 
books; and befides that, he was an expert philofopher, 
and fully underflood the good and bad qualities of ait 
forts of plants and drugs. As foon as he was informed 
of the king's diilemper, and undedlood that his phy¬ 
ficians had given him over, he clad himfdfthe bell he 
could, and found a way to prefeut himfeif to the king. 
Sir, fays he, 1 know that all your majefty's phylicians 
have not been able to cure you of the Jeproly, but if 
you will do me the honour to accept my fervice, I will 
engage myfelf to cure you without drenches, or ex¬ 
ternal applications. 

The king liltened to what he faid, and anfwered, if 
you be able to perform whatyou dopromife, I will enrich 
you and your poflerity \ and befides the prefen ts llhall 
make you, you (ball be my chief favourite. Do you 
affure me then, that you will cure me of my leprofy, 
without making me take any potion, or applying any 
external medicine ? Yes, Sir, replies the phyfician, I 
promife myfdf fuccefs, through God's aiMance, and 
to-morrow I will make trial of it. 

The phyfician returned to his quarters, and made a 
mallet, hollow within, and at the handle he put in his 
drugs : lie made alfo a ball in fuch a manner as fuited 
his purpofe, with which next morning, hewenttopre- 
fem himklfbefore the king, and falling down at his 
feet, killed the very ground—Here Scheherazade, per¬ 
ceiving day, acquainted the Sultan with it, and held 
her peace* 


i won- 


Entertainments. 49 

I wonder, fitter, fays Dinarzade, where you learn fo 
many fine things. You fhall hear a great many others 
to-morrow, replies Scheherazade, if the Sultan, my 
matter, will be pleas'd to prolong my life farther. 
Schahriar, who long'd as much as Dinarzade to hear 
the fequel of the ttory of Douban the phyfician, did not 
order the Sultanefs to be put to death that day* 

The Twelfth Night* 

T HE twelfth night was far advanced, when Dl- 
narzade call’d, and fays. Sitter, you owe us the 
Continuation of the agreeable hiftoiy of the Grecian 
king, and the phyfician Douban. I am very willing 
to pay my debt, replies Scheherazade, and refum’d the 
ftory as follows* 

Sir, the fifherman fpeaking always to the Genie, 
whom he kept flint up in his veffel, went on thus : The 
phyfician Douban rofe up, and after a profound reve¬ 
rence, fays to the king, he judged It meet that liis ma- 
jetty ihould take iiorfe, and go to the place where he 
ufed to play at mell* The Icing did fo, and when he 
arrived there, the phyfician came to him with the mell, 
and fays to him. Sir, exercife yourfelf with this mell, 
and ttiike the ball with it until you find your hands and 
your body in a fweat. When the medicine I have put 
up in the handle of the mell is heated with your hand, 
it will penetrate your whole body ; and as foon as you 
ihall fweat, you may leave off the exercife, for then the 
medicine will have had its effeft. As foon as you ate 
returned to your palace, go into the bath, and caufe 
yourfelf to be well wafli’d and rubb’d j then go to bed, 
and when you rife to-morrow you will find yourfelf 
cared. 

The king took the mell, and ftrutk the ball which 
was returned by his officers that played with him ; he 
ftruck it again, and played fo long, till his hand and 
his whole body were in a fweat, and then the medicine 
fhut up in the handle of the mell had its operation, as 
the phyfician faid* Upon this the king l£ft off play, 
returned to his palace, entered the ba;h, and obferved 
very exactly what his phyfician had pre&ribed him. 

Vol. X. He 
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He was very well after it, and next morning when he 
arofe, fit perceived with as much wonder as joy, that 
his leprofy was cured, and his body as clean, as if he had 
never been attacked with thatdiHemper. As foon as he 
was drefied, he came into the hall ofpublick audience, 
where he mounted his throne, and flit wed himfelf to his 
courtiers ; who longing to know the fuccefs of the new 
medicine, came thither betimes, and when they faw the 
king perfectly cured, did all of them eX’prcfs a' mighty 
joy for it- The physician Douban, entering the hall, 
bowed himfelf before the th rone, with his lace to the 
ground. The king perceiving him, called him, made 
him fit down hy his fide, /hewed him to the afTcmbly, 
and gave him all the commendation he deferved. His 
majefty did not Hop here ; but as he created all his 
court that day, he made him to eat at his table alone 
with him* At thefe words, Scheherazade"*perceiving 
day, broke off her jlory, Sifter, faid Dinarzade, I know 
not what the conckifion of this Itory will be, but 1 find 
the beginning very furpming, That which is to conic, 
is yet better, anfwered the Suhaneft; andl am certain you 
will not deny it, it the Sultan gives me leave to make 
an end of it to-morrow night, Schahriar confented, 
andarofe very well fatisfied with what he had heard. 

The Thirteenth Night* 

D Tnarzade, willing to keep the Sultan in ignorance 
of her defign, cried out as if (he had ftarted out 
of her deep : O dear filter, I have had a troubleforue 
dream, and nothing will fooner make me forget4 than 
the remainder of the ftory of the Grecian king and the 
doftor Douban, i do conjure you by the love you al¬ 
ways bore me, not to defer it a moment longer, 1 lhall 
not be wanting, good filler, to eafe your mind; and if 
my fovereign will permit me, I wilt goon. Schahriar, 
being charmed with the agreeable manner of Schehera¬ 
zade’s telling her Hones, fays to her, You will oblige 
me no lefs than Dinarzade, therefore continue. 

The Grecian king (fays the filherman to the Genie) 
was not fatisfied with having admitted the phyfician 
Dothan to his table, biit towards night, when be was 

about 
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about dlfimfiing the company,[he caufcd him v* be clad 
in a long rich robe, like unto thofc which his favourites 
ufuahy wore in his preffence j and beftdes ftlv.it, lie or¬ 
dered him two thousand fequins. The next day, and 
the day following, he was very familiar with him ; in 
flion, the prince thinking that he could never enough 
acknowledge the obligations he lay under to that able 
phyfician, bellowed every day new favours upon him. 
But this king had a grand vizier, that was avaricious, 
envious, and naturally capable of all forts of mifehief; 
he could not fee, without envy, the prefents that were 
given to the phyfician, whofeother merits had already 
begun to make him jealous, and therefore he refolvcd 
to ieffen him in the king*s elteem. To eifeft this, lie 
went to the king, and told him in private, that he had 
feme advice to give him which was of the greatest con¬ 
cernment* The king having aiked what it was ? Sir, 
faid he, it is very dangerous for a monarch to put con¬ 
fidence in a man vvhofe fidelity he never tried. Tho* 
you heap favours upon the phyfician Douban, and fliew 
him all the familiarity that may be, your majcJly does 
not know but he may be a traitor at the lame time, 
and come on purpofe to this court to kill you. From 
whom have you this, anfwered the king, that you dare 
to tell it me ? Confider to whom you fpeak, and that 
you advance a thing which 1 ihall not cafily believe, Sir, 
replied the vizier, I am very well informed of what 1 
have had the honour to reprefent to your majeJfty, there¬ 
fore do not let your dangerous confidence grow to a far¬ 
ther height: If your majefty be afleep, be pleafcd to 
awake ; for 1 do once more repeat it, that the phyfi¬ 
cian Douban did nut leave the heart of Greece, his 
country, nor come here to fettle hint fell' at your court, 
but to .execute that horrible defign, which I have j aft 
now hinted to you. 

No, no, vizier, replies the king, T am certain, that 
this man, whom you treat as a villain arfd a traitor, 
T is one of the beft and mofi virtuous men in the world, 
and there is ho roan 1 love to much* You know by 
what medicine, orrather by what miracle, he-cured mo 
of my leprofy : If he had bad a defign upon my life, 
why did he lave me f He needed only have left me to 
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my dife&e, I could not have efcaped it* My life was 
already half gone ; forbear then to fill me with unjift 
fufpicions; inftead of liftening to you, l tel! you, that 
from this day forward, I will give that great man a 
penfion of a thoufaud fequins per month for his life; 
ray, though I did fhare with him all in y riches and do¬ 
minions, 1 Ihould never pay him enough, for what he 
has done for me: I perceive it to be his virtue, which 
jaifes your envy j but do net you think that I will be 
tmjuftly pofTelTed with prejudice againflhim. I remem¬ 
ber top well what a vizier faid to king Sinbad, his 
mailer, to prevent his putting to death the prince, hi? 
ion*—But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, day-light appears, 
which forbids me to go any farther* 

I am very well pleafed that the Grecian king, fays 
Dinarzade, had fo much firmnefs of fpiric, to rejeft 
the falfe accufationof the vizier- If you commend the 
firmnefs of that prince to-day, fays Scheherazade, you 
will as much condemn his weaknefs to-morrow, if the 
Sultan be pleafed to allow me time to finilh this flory. 
The Sultan, being curious to hear wherein the Grecian 
king difeovered his weaknefs, did farther delay the 
death of the Sultanefs* 

^The Fourteenth Night4 

A N hour before day, Dinarzade awaked her lifter, 
and fays to her. You will certainly be as good 
as your word, madam, and tell us out the llory of the 
fifherman ? To affill your memory, I will tell you where 
youleft off: It was where the Grecian king maintain¬ 
ed the innocence of his phyftcian Douban, againft his 
vizier. I remember it, fays Scheherazade, and am 
ready to give you fatisfaction* 

Sir, continues Ihe, addrefling herfelf to Schahriar, 
that which the Grecian king faid about king Sinbad, 
raifed the vizier’s curiofity, who fays to him. Sir, 1 
pray £«ur majelly to pardon me, if I have the boldnefs 
to demand of yon, what the vizier of king Sinbad faid 
to his mailer, to divert him from cutting off the prince 
his fen, fhe Grecian king had the complaifance to 
Satisfy him; That vizier, fay s he, after having reprefent- 
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td to king Sinbad, that he ought to beware* left on 
the accufauon of a mother-! n-tew, he fliould commit 
anaiftion, which he might afterwards repent of* told 
him this ftory. 

The Story of the Ihfiand and Parrot* 

A Certain man had a fair wife, whom he loved Co 
dearly* that he could fearce allow her to he out 
of his fight* One day, being obliged to go abroad, 
about urgent affairs, he came to a place where all forts 
of birds were fold, and there bought a parrot, which 
not only fpoke very Well, but could alio give an ac¬ 
count of every thing that was done before it. He 
brought it in a cage to his houfe, prayed his wife to 
put in his chamber, and to take care of it, daring a 
journey he was obliged to undertake, and then went 
out. 

At his return, he took care to aik the parrot concern¬ 
ing what had paffed in his abfence, and the bird told 
Jnm things that gave him occafton to upbraid his wife. 
She thought fome of her Haves had betrayed her, but 
ill of them fwore they had been faithful'to her; and 
they all agreed that it muft have been the parrot, that 
had told tales. 

Upon this, the wife bethought herfelf of a way* 
how Ihe might remove her huibaad's jealoufy, and at 
the fame time revenge herfejf of the parrot* which fhe 
effected thus. Her buiband being gone another jour¬ 
ney, ftie commanded a Have in the night-time, to 
turn a hand-mill under the parrot's cage ; ftie ordered 
another to throw water, in lonn of rain, over the ca^e* 
and a third to take a giafs, and turn it to the right and 
to the left before the parrot, fo as the refiedion/of the 
candle might ftiine on its face. The Haves fpent 
great part of the night, in doing what their miff refs 
commanded them* and acquired themfelves very de&- 

teroufly* * 1 

Next night the ha/band returned, and examined 
tie parrot again about what had paffed during his 
lienee. The bird aniwered, Good mailer, the light¬ 
ning, thunder, and rain, did fo much diliurb me all 
D 3 night. 
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night, that I cannot tell how much I fullered by it. 
The iufband, who knew that there had been neither 
thunder, lightning, nor rain, that night, fancied that 
the parrot, not having told him the truth in this, might 
alio have lied to him in the other j upon which he took 
it out of the cage, and threw it with fo much force to 
the ground, that lie killed it- Yet afterwards he under- 
flood by his neighbours, that the poor parrot had not 
lied to him, when it gave him an account of his wife’s 
bafe conduct, which made him repent he had killed it. 
Scheherazade ftopt here, becaufe fhefaw it was day. 

All that you tell us, filter, fays Dinarzade, is fo 
curious, that nothing can be more agreeable. f fhall 
be willing to divert you, anfvvers Scheherazade, if the 
Sultan, my mailer, will allow me time to do it* Schah- 
xiar, who took as much pleafure to hear the Sultanefs, 
as Dinarzade, arofe and went about his affairs, with¬ 
out ordering the vizier to cut her olf. 

Th Fifteenth Night. 

D inarzade was pundual this night, as fhe had 
been the former, to awake her filler, and begged 
of her, as ufual, to tell her a ilory, 1 am going to do 
it, fifter, fays Scheherazade ; but the Sultan interrupted 
her, for fear fixe fhould begin a new Ilory, and bid her 
finiih the difeourfe between the Grecian king and his 
vizier, about his phyfician Bouban. Sir, fays Sche¬ 
herazade, I will obey y*u ; and went on with the ilory 
as follows. 

When the Grecian king, fays the fifnerman to the 
Genie, had finiQied the ftory of the parrot; and you, 
vizier, adds he, becaufe of the hatred you bear to the 
phyfician Bouban, who never did you any hurt, you 
would have me cut him off ; but 1 will take care of 
that, for fear I fhould repent it, as the hufband did the 
killing of his parrot. 

The mifehievous vizier was too much concerned to 
eftefl the ruin of the phyfician Bouban, to flop here* 
Sir, lays he, the death of the parrot was but a tribe, 
and 1 believe his mailer did not mourn for him long, 
but why fhould your fear of wronging an innocent man, 
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hinder your putting this phylician to death ? Is it not 
enough that he is accufed of a defign again# ytrur life, 
to authorife you to take away his? When the bufmefi 
in quefiion is to fecure the-life of a king, bare fufpi- 
cion ought to pafs for certainty; and it is better to 
facrifice the innocent, than to {pave the guilty, But, 
biv, this is not an uncertain thing; the phyfician Dou- 
ban, has certainly a mind to affaffinate you. It is not 
envy which makes me his enemy ; it is only my zeal, 
and the concern I have for preferring your majefty’s 
life, that makes me give yon my advice in a matter of 
this importance. If it be faife, I deferve to be punlfhed 
in the iame manner as a vizier was formerly ptmifhed* 
What had the vizier done, fays the Grecian king, to 
defervepixnifhment ? I will inform your majefty of that, 
fays the vizier, if you will be pleated to hear me* 


The Story of the Vizier that at ws pumped* 


T HERE was a king, fays the vizier, who had % 
fon that loved hunting mightily* He allowed 
him to divert himfelf that way very often; but gave 
orders to his grand vizier to attend him cOnilacsUy, and 
never to lofe fight of him* 

One hunting-day, the huntfman having routed a 
deer, the prince, who thought the vizier follo\ved him, 
purfued the game fo far, anti with fo much earnefinefs, 
that he was left quite alone. He fiopt, and finding 
he had loft hi!s way, endeavoured to return the fame 
way he came, to find out the vizier, who had not been 
careful enough to find him, and fo wandered flirt her* 
Whilil he rode up and down, without keeping any 
road, be met, by the way fide, a handfbme lady, who 
wept bitterly. He fiopt his horfe, afked who fhe 
was, how fhe came to be alone in that place, and 
what fhe wanted. I am, fays file, daughter to an 
Indian king; As I was taking the air on horfeback, 
in the country, I grew ileepy, fell from my horfe, 
who is got away, and I know not what Is become of 
him. The young prince taking companion on her, 
afked her to get up behind him, which fhe willingly 
accepted, 
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As they puffed by the ruins of a houfe, the lady fig* 
nified a defire to alight on lome oecafion* The prince 
ftopt, and defired her to alight; then he alighted him- 
felf, and went near the ruins with his horfe in his 
hand : But you may judge how much he was furprifed, 
when he heard the lady within it, fay thefe words : 
- Be glad, my children, I bring youa handibmeyoung 

* man, and very fat / and other voices, which an* 
fwered immediately, 1 Mama, vvhere is he, that we 

* may eat him presently, for we are very hungry/ 

The prince heard enough to convince him of his 

danger, and then he perceived that the lady, who called 
herielf daughter to an Indian king, was a Hogrefs, 
wife to one of thofe favage demons, called Hog res, 
who llay in remote places, and make ufe of a the eland 
wiles to furpme and devour paftengers ; fo that the 
prince being thus frightened, mounted his horfe, as 
ioon as he could* 

Thepretended princefs appeared that very moment* 
and perceiving ihe had miffed her prey, Hie cries. Fear 
nothing, prince; Who are you t Whom do you leek ? 
I have ioff my way, replies he, and am feeking it. If 
you have lolt your way, fays file, recommend yourfelf 
to God, he will deliver you out of your perplexity. 
Then the prince lift op his eyes towards heaven—But, 
Sir, fays Scheherazade, 1 am obliged to break off, for 
day appears* 

I lung mightily, fays Dinarzade, to know what 
became of that young prince, 1 tremble for him* 
I will deliver you from your uneafmefs to-morrow, 
anfwers the Sultanefs, if the Sultan will allow me to 
live till then, ^ Schahriar, willing to hear an end of 
this adventure, prolonged Scheherazade^ life for ano¬ 
ther day. 


The Sixteenth Night* 

D Trtarzadc iad filch a mighty defire to hear out the 
fiory of the young prince, that fhe awaked that 
night fooner than ordinary, andfaid, Sitter, pray go on 
with the fiory you began yefterday: I am much con¬ 
cerned for the young prince, and ready to die for fear 

that 
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that he was eat up by the Hogrefs and her children.. 
Schahriar having fignified that he had the lame fear, 
the baltanefs replies. Well, Sir, I will fadsfy yon im- 
mediately. 

After the counterfeit Indian princefs had bid the 
young prince recommend himlelfto God, he could not 
believe (he fpoke fineerely, but thought the was fare of 
him, and therefore lifting up his hands to heaven, faid* 
Almighty Lord, call thine eyes upon me, and deliver 
me from this enemy. After this prayer, the Hogrefs 
entered the ruins again, and the prince rode off with 
all poffibk haffe. He happily found his way again, 
and arrived fafe and found at his father’s court, to whom 
he gave a particular account of the danger he had been 
in through the vizier’s negleft: upon which the king, 
being incenfed again ft that minifter, ordered him to be 
ilrauglcd that very moment. 

Sir, continues the Grecian’s king’svizier, to return to 
the phydeian Douban, if yon don’t cake care, the con* 
fidence yon put in him will be fatal to you ; I am very 
well allured that he is a fpy fent by your enemies to 
attempt your majcRy’s life. He has cured you, you 
will fay : but alas l who can allure yon of that ? He 
has perhaps cured you only in appearance, and not ra¬ 
dically ; who knows but the medicine he has given you, 
may in time have pernicious effefb } 

The Grecian king, who had naturally very little 
fenfe, was not able to dilcover the wicked defjgn of 
his vizier, nor had he firmnefs enough to per fid in his 
firft opinion. This difeourfe daggered him; Vizier, 
fays he, thou art in the right; he may be come on 
purpofe to take away my life, which he may eaflly do, 
by the very fmell of fome of his drugs* We omit con- 
fider what is ft for us to do in this cafe. 

When the vizier found the king in fuch a temper as 
he would have him. Sir, fays he. the fureft and fpeedieit 
method you can take to fecure your life, is to fend 
immediately for the phyfician Douban, and order his 
head to tie cut off as foern as he comes. In truth, layg 
the king, l believe that is the way we muff take to pre¬ 
vent his deligu. When he had fpoke thus, he called 
for one of his officers, and ordered him to go for the 
JD 5 phyftciani 
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phyfician ; who knowing nothing of the Hng^.defigii, 
came to the palace in haile. 

Know ye, fays the king, when he faw him, why I 
fen t for you f No, Sir, anfwered he, I wait till your 
majefty be pleafed to inform me, I fern for yon, replied 
the king, to rid myfelf of you , by taking your life. 

No man can exprefs the furprize of the phyficiau, 
when he heard the fentence of death pronounced againli 
him. Sir, fays he, why would your majefty take my 
life? What crime have I committed? lam informed 
by good hands, replies the king, that you came to my 
court only to attempt my life; but to prevent you, I 
will be fure of your's, Give the blow, fays he to the 
executioner, who was prefeot, and deliver me from a 
prefidious wretch, who came hither on purpofe to atfaf* 
iinate me, 

When thephyfician heard this cruel order, he readily 
judged that the honours and prefects he had received 
from the king, had procured him enemies, and that 
the weak prince was impofed upon. He repented that 
he had cured him of his leproly, but it was now too 
late. Is it thus, replies the phyfician, that you reward 
me for curing you ? The king would not hearken to 
him, but ordered the hangman a feeond time to ftrike 
the fatal blow, Thp phyfician then had recourfe to 
his prayers: Alas 1 Sir, cries he, prolong my days, 
and God will proiorg your’s; do not put me to death, 
left God treat you in the fame manner. The fiJherman. 
broke off his difeourfe here, to apply it to the Genie* 
"Well, Genie, fays he, you fee what pafTed then be¬ 
twixt the Grecian king and his phyfician Douban, is 
.juft now betwixt us. 

The Grecian king, continues he, inftead of having 
regard to the prayers of the phyfician, who begged him 
for God's fake to fpare him, cruelly replied to him, No, 
no ; I mu ft of nceefllty cut you off, other wife you may 
take my life away with as much fubtlenefs as you cured 
me. The phyfician melting.into tears, and bewailing 
himfelf f&dly for being fo ill rewarded by the king, 
prepared for death. The executioner bound up his 
eyes, tied his hands, and went to draw his feymetar. 

Then 
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Then the courtiers, who were prefent, being moved 
whh companion, begged the king to pardon him, af- 
furing his majefty that he was not guilty of the crime 
laid to his charge, and that they would anfwer for his in¬ 
nocence : Bur the king was inflexible* and anfweredtheni 
fo, as they dared not to fay any more of the matter. 

The phyftcian being on his knees, hta eyes tied up* 
and ready to receive the fatal blow, add reded himfelf 
once more to the king. Sir, fays he, fince your majefty 
will not revoke the fentence of death, I beg, at leaft, 
that you would give me leave to return to my houfe, to 
give order about my burial, to bid farewell to my fami¬ 
ly, to give alms, and to bequeath my* books to thofe 
who are capable of making good ufe of them . I have 
one particularly I would prefent your majelly, it is a 
very precious book, and worthy to be laid up very care- 
fully in your treafury. Well, replies the king, why Is 
that book fo precious-as you talk of? Sir, fays the phy- 
fician, becaufe it contains an infinite number of curious 
things ; of which the chief is, that when you have cut 
oft' my head, if your majefty will give yourfelf the 
trouble to open the book at the fixth leaf, and read 
the third line of the left page, my head will anfwer all 
the queftions you a(k it* The king, being curious to 
fee fucha wonderful thing, deferred his death dll next 
day, and fent him home under a ftrong guard. 

The phyftcian, during that time, put his affairs in 
order ; and the report being fpread, that an unheard- 
of prodigy was to happen after his death, the viziers, 
emirs, officers of the guard, and, in a word, the whole 
court, repaired next day to the hall of audience, that 
they might be witneffes of it. 

'The phyftcian Douban was foon brought in, and 
advanced to the foot of the throne, with a great book 
In his hi id ; there he called for a bafon, upon which 
he laid the cover that the book was wrapped in, 
and prelenting the book to the king: Sir, fays he, 
take that book, if you pleafe, and as foon as my head 
U cutoff, order that it be put into the bafon upon the 
cover of the book ; as foon as it ;s put there, the blood 
will flop ; then open the book, and my head will an¬ 
fwer your queftidhs. But, Sir, fays he, permit me 
D 6 once 
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once more to implore your majefty's clemency; for 
pod's fake grant my requcit, 1 proteft to you that I am 
innocent* Your prayers, an fivers the king, are in vain ; 
and were it for notiiing but to hear your head {peak 
after your death, itis my will you fhould die* As he 
Taid this, he took the book out of the phyfician's hand, 
and ordered the executioner to do his duty* 

The head wa* fo dexteroufly cut off, that it fell into 
the bafon, and was nolooner laid upon the cover of the 
book, but the blood flopped ; then to the great fur- 
prize of the king, and all the fpedfators, it opened its 
eyes, and faid, Sir, will your majefty be pleafed to 
open the bookf The king opened it, aud finding that 
one leaf was as it were glewed to another, that he might 
turn it with the more eafe, he put his finger to his 
mouth, and wet it with fpittle, He didfo till he came 
to the fixthleaf, and finding no writing on the place 
where he was bid to lock for it, Phyfician, fays he, to 
the head, there is nothing writ* Turn over fome more 
leaves, replies the head* The king continued to turn 
over, putting always his finger to his mouth, until the 
poilbn with which each leaf was imbrued, coming to 
have its efted, the prince finding himielf, all of a 
iudden, taken with an extraordinary fit, his eye-fight 
failed and he fell down at the foot of the throne in 
great convulfions. At thefe words, Scheherazade per¬ 
ceiving day, gave the Sultan notice of it, and for¬ 
bore fpeaking. Ah, dear filler , fays Dinarzade, how 
grieved am 1 that you have not time to iinilh this 
itory ; I fhould be i neon foie able if you lofe your life 
to-day* Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, that mull be as 
the Sultan pleafes ; but 1 hope he will be fo good as to 
lufpend my death till to-morrow. And accordingly 
Schahriftr, far from ordering her death that day, ex¬ 
pected next night with much impatience; fb earndf 
was he, to hear out the {lory of the Grecian king, and 
the fcquei of the fifherman and the Genie* 

The Seventeenth Night * 

T H O* Dinarzade was very curious to hear the 
reft of the ftory of the Grecian king, the {he did not 
awake that night, fo foon aa ufual, fo that it was 

almoft 
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at moll day before fhe called upon the Sultanefs ; and 
thenfaid, I pray you, filler, to continue the wonder¬ 
ful ftory of the Greek king; but make halle, I befeech 
you, for it will fpeedily be day. 

Scheherazade refumed the ilory where Hic left off the “ 
day before : Sir, fays fhe to' the Sultan, when the phyfi¬ 
cian Douban, or rather his head, favv that the poifoti 
had taken effect, and thatr the king had but a few 
moments to live ; Tyrant, it coed, now you fee how 
princes are treated, who, abiding their authority,* cot 
off innocent men : God pun i flies loon or late their in- 
juliice and cruelty. Scarce had the head fpoke thefe 
words, when tbe king fell down dead, and the head it- 
fdrioft what life it had. 

Sir, continues Scheherazade, filch was the end of 
the Grecian king and the phyfician Douban. I mud 
return now to the llory of the fi(herman and the Ge¬ 
nie, but it is not worth while to begin it now, for it 
is day. The Sultan, who always obferved his hours 
regularly, could ftay no longer, but got up; and hav¬ 
ing a mind to hear the fequel of the iiory of the Genie 
and the fifherman, he bid the Sultanefs prepare to tell 
it him next night. * 

The Eighteenth Night, 

D lnarssade made amends this night for lafl night's 
negledl; fhe awaked a long time before day, 
and calling upon Scheherazade, Siller, lays (he, if you 
be not aileup, pray give us the reft of the llcny of the 
filherman and the Genie ; you know the Sultan de- 
fires to hear it as well as I, 

I fhall foon fatisfy his curiofhy and yonrV, anfwers 
the Sultanefs; and then addreffing herfelf toSchahriar, 
Sir, continued (he, as foon as the fifherman had conclud¬ 
ed the hiltory of the Greek king and his phyfician 
Douban, he made the application to the Genie, whom 
he fUll kept (hut up in the vefleL If the Grecian king, 
'fays hej would havefuffered the phyfician to live, God 
would alfo have fuffered him to live; but he rejected 
his mod humble prayers, and it is the fame wilh thee, 
O Genie 1 Could 1 have prevailed with thee, to grant 
3 me 
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me the favour I demanded, I fhould' aow have had 
pit/ upon thee; but ft nee, noOvkh {landing the ex¬ 
treme obligation thou wall under to me, for having 
fet thee at liberty, thou dldft perM in thy defign to 
kill me, I am obliged, in my turn, to be as hard¬ 
hearted to thee . 

My good friend, hfherman, replies the Genie, I 
conjure thee once more, not to be guilty of fo cruel a 
thing ; confider, that it is not good to avenge one’s 
felf, and that on the other hand, it is commendable to 
do good for evil - 7 do not treat me as I mam a treated 
Aceca formerly. And what did Imama to Atcca, re¬ 
plies the hfherman ? Ho 1 fays the Genie, if you have a 
mind to know it, open the veffel; do you think that I 
can be in a humour to tell ftories in fo ilrait a prifora l I 
will tell you as many as you pleafe, when you let me 
out* No, fays the fifherman, I will not let thee out, 
it is in vain to talk of it, I am jail going to throw you 
into the bottom of the fea. Hear me one word more, 
eries the Genie, I promife to do thee no hurt ; nay, 
far from that, I will fhew thee a way how thou may'ft 
become exceeding rich. 

The hope of delivering Inmfelf from poverty, pre¬ 
vailed with the hlherman. 1 could lifts n to thee, fays 
he, were there any credit to be given to thy word ; 
fwear to me by the great name of God, that you will 
faithfully perform what you promife, and I will open 
the veJTel \ X do not believe you will dare to break fuch 
an oath. 

The Genie fwore to him, and ihe fifherman imme¬ 
diately took off the covering of the veffel; At that 
very inftant the fmoke came out, and the Genie having 
refumed his form, as before, the fir ft thing he did, was 
to kick the veffel into the fea. This action frighted the 
filherman: Genie, fays he, what’s the meaning of 
flhat? Won’t you keep the oath you juft now made? 
And muft I fay to you, as the phyfician Douban fa id 
to the Grecian king, fuffer me to live, and God will 
prolong your days* 

The Genie laughed at the fifherman’s fear, and an- 
fwered, No, fifrierman, be not afraid, I only did it to 
divert myfelf, and to fee if thou wouldft be aUnaed at 
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it; But to perfuade thee, that I am in earned., take 
thy nets and follow me. As he fpoke thefc words , he 
walked before the fifherman, who having taken up his 
nets, followed him, but with feme diftruft ; they paired 
by the town, and eame to the top of a mountain, from 
whence they defeended into a vaft plain, which brought 
them to a great pond, that lay betwixt four hills. 

When they came to the fide of the pond, the Genie 
faystothe hlherman, Call in thy nets, and take fitb ; 
the fifherraan did not doubt to catch feme, becaufe he 
faw a great number in the pond ; but he was extremely 
furprized, when he found they were of four colours, 
that is to fay, white, red, blue, and yellow. He threw 
in his nets, and b rough tout one of each colour; having 
neverfeen the like, he could not but admire them, and 
judging that he might get a confiderable fum for them, 
he was very joyful. Carry thofe fiih, fays the Genie to 
him, and prefent them to thy Sultan; he will give you 
more money for them than ever you had in your life. 
You may come every day to frill in this pond, and I 
give thee warning not to throw in thy nets above Once 
a day, otherwife you will repent it* Take heed, and 
remember my advice; if you follow it exadly, you 
will hud your account in it* Having fpoke thus, he 
llruck his foot, upon the ground, which opened, and 
fliut again after it had fw all owed up the Genie. 

The fifherman being reiblved to follow the Genie's 
advice exaXly, forebore calling in his nets a fecond 
time ; and returned to the town very well fatisfied with 
his fifli; and making a thoufand reflexions upon his 
adventure. He went draight to the SukanYpalace, to 
prefent him his filh. But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, I 
perceive day, and mnfl flop here* 

Dear filler, fays Dinarzade, how furprizing are the 
laft events youhave told us ? 1 have much ado to believe 
that any thing you have to fay can be more furprizing. 
Siller, replies the Sultancfs, if the Sultan, my mailer, 
will let me Jive till to-morrow, I am perfuaded you 
will find the fequel of the hiftory of the flihennan, more 
wonderful than the beginning of it, and incomparably 
more diverting. Schahriar, being curious to know if 
the remainder of the ftory of the fifherman would he 

fuch 
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fuch as the Sujtanefs faid, put off the execution of the* 
cruel law once more. 


The Nineteenth Night. 



Gwards morning, Dinarzadecalled the Suhanefs, 


1 and faid, Dear filler, my pendulum tells me it 
will be day fpeedily, therefore pray continue the hhtory 
ot the fifherman ; I am extremely impatient to know 
what the blue of it was. Scheherazade having demand¬ 
ed leave of Scbahrlar, refumed her difeourie as follows : 
Sir, I leave it to your majelly to think, how much the 
Sultan was furprized, when he faw the four fifties which 
the fiihermau prefented him. He took them up one 
after another, and beheld them with attention ; and 
after having admired them a long time, Take thole 
fifties* fays he to his pri me vizier, and carry them to 
the fine cook-maid that the emperor of the Greeks has 
fent me. I cannot imagine but they mull be as good 
as they are fine. 

The vizier carried them himfelf to the cook, and de¬ 
livering them into her hands, Look ye, fays he, there 
are four fifties newly brought to the Sultan, he orders 
you to drds them ; and having laid fo, he returned to 
the Sultan his mailer, who ordered him to give the 
Efherman four hundred pieces of gold of the coin of 
that country, which he did accordingly. 

The filhermanj who had never feen fo much caih in 
his life-time. could fcarce believe his own good fortune, 
but thought it mull needs be a dream, until he found 
it to be real, when he provided neceflarics for his fa¬ 
mily with it. 

But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, having told you what 
happened to the fifherman, I mull acquaint yo next, 
with what befdthe Sultan's cook-maid, whom we fhall 
End in a mighty perplexity. As foon as ihe had gutted 
the fifties, ihe put them upon the fire in a frying-pan, 
with oil, and when fhe thougnt them fried enough on 
one fide, ihe turned them upon the others but, Omun- 
flrous prodigy ! fcarcc wei e they turned, when the wall 
of the kitchen opened, and in comes a young lady of 
wonderful beauty, and comely Eze, She was clao in 


flowered 
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flowered fa-tin, after the Egyptian manner, with pen* 
dants inher ears, a necklace of large peartVjuld bracts 
lets of gold, garnifhed with rabies, wish a rod of myrtle 
in her hand, She came towards the frying-pan, to the 
great amazement of the cook-maid, who continued iuv 
moveable at the fight, and {hiking one of tne fifties 
with the end of the rod, fays, * Fith* tilh, art thou in 
■ thy duty ?* The ftih having anfwered nothing, (he 
repeated thefe words, and then the four hikes lilt up 
their heads* altogether, and laid to her, f Yes, yes ; if 

* you reckon, we reckon; if you pay your debts, we 

* pay ours ; if you fly, we overcome, and are content. 
As foon as they had fini£ued thefe words. the lady over¬ 
turned the frying-pan> and entered again into the open 
part of the wall, which (hut immediately, and became 
as it was before. 

The cook-maid was mightily frightened at this, and 
coming a little to herfelf, went to take up the hikes 
that fell upon the hearth, but found them blacker than 
coal, and not fit to be carried to the Sukan. She was 
grievouily troubled at it, and fell a weeping moft bit¬ 
terly. Alas l fays (he, what Will become of me l If I 
tell the Sultan what I hav? feen, i am fare lie will not 
believe me, but will be mightily enraged agaitifl me. 

While fhe was thus bewailing herfelf, in comes the 
grand vizier, and afked her if the fifties were ready f Ihe 
told him all that had happened, which we may eahJy 
imagine aftonilhed him mightily, but without fpeaking 
a word of it to the Sultan, he invented an exetnethat 
fatisfied him, and fending immediately for the flfher- 
man, bid him bring four more luch fiih, for a misfor¬ 
tune had befallen the other, that they were not fit to 
be carried to the Sultan. The filherman, without; fay¬ 
ing any thing of what the Genie had told him, in or¬ 
der toexcufe himfelf from bringing them that very day, 
told the vizier, he had a great way to go for them, but 
would certainly bring them to-morrow. 

Accordingly the fiiherman went away by night, and 
coming to the pond, threw in his nets betimes next 
morning, took four fuch fifties as the former, and 
brought them to the vizier ai the hour appointed* The 
m inkier took them himfelf, carded them to the kitchen, 

and 
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and fhutting himfdf up all alone with the cook-maid, 
#ie gutted them, and put them on the fire, as fhe had 
done the four others the day before ; when they were 
fried on one fide* and that ihe had turned them upon 
the other, the kitchin wall opened, and the fame lady b 
came in with the rod in her hand, ftruckone of the fifties, 
fpoke to it as before, and all four gave her the fame 
anfwer. But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, day appears, 

, which obliges me to break off. What I have told you, 
is indeed very lingular, but if I be alive to-morrow, I 
will tell you other things which are yet better worth 
your hearing, Sehahriar, conceiving that the fequel 
muft be very curious, refolved to hear her next night, 

Nbc *T*i&tnthih Night* 

N EXT morning the Sultan prevented Dinarzade, 
and fays to Scheherazade, Madam, 1 pray you 
make an end of the ftory of the fiflierman, I am im¬ 
patient to hear it; Upon which the Sultanefs continued 
it thus. 

Sir, after the four fifties bad anfwered the young lady, 
file overturned the frying-pan with her rod, and re¬ 
tired into the fame place of the wall from whence fhe 
came out. The grand vizier being witnefs to what had 
pa{Ted ; This is too furprizing and extraordinary, fays 
he, to be concealed from the Sultan ; I will inform him 
of this prodigy : which he did accordingly, and gave 
him a very faithful account of all that had happened. 

The Sultan, being much furprized, was mighty impa¬ 
tient to fee this himfelf. To this end, he fent imme¬ 
diately for the fifherman, and fays to him. Friend, can’t 
you bring me four more fuch fifties ? The fi[berman re¬ 
plied, if your majefty will be pleafed to allow me three 
days time, I will do it. Having obtained his time, he 
went to the pond immediately, and at the firft throwing 
in of his net, he took four fuch fifties, and brought them 
preferctly to the Sultan ; who was fo much the more re¬ 
joiced at it, that he did not expert them fo foon, and 
ordered him other four hundred piecesof gold. As foon 
as the Sultan had the fifh, he ordered them to be carried 
into the dofet, with all that was neceffary for frying 

them ; 
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them ; and having fhut himfelf up there with the vizier* 
that minifter gutted them, put them in the pan upon 
the fire, and when they were fried on one fide, turned 
them upon the other ; then the wall of the clcjfet opened* 
but inftead of the young lady, there came out a black, 
in the habit of a Have* and of a gigantic ftature, with a 
great green battoon in his hand* He advanced towards 
the pan* and touching one of the fifties with his bat- 
toon* fays to it with a terrible voice, f Fifh, art thou 
‘ in thy duty i 5 At thefe words, the ftffres raifed up 
their heads, and anfwered, * Yes, yes; vve are ; if you 
1 reckon, we reckon ; if yon pay your debts, we pay 
- ours; if you fly, we overcome, and are content. * 

The fifhes had no Ibotter finilhed thefe words, but 
the black threw the pan into the middle of the clofet, 
and reduced the fifhes to a coal* Having done this, he 
retired fiercely, and entering again into the Hole of the 
wall, it flint, and appeared juit as it^lid before* 

After what I have feen, fays the Sultan to the vizier, 
it vtfill not be poffible for me to be cafy in my mind* 
Thefe fifh, without doubt, fignify fomething extraordi-- 
nary, in which I have a mind to be fatisfied* Tic feot 
lor the fitherman, and when he came, he fays to him, 
Fiilierman, the fiibes you have brought us, make me 
very uneafy; where did you catch them i Sir, anfwers 
he, I fifhed for them in a pond fimated betwixt four 
hills, beyond the mountain that we fee from hence* 
Know'll; thou not that pond, fays the Sultan to the vizier l 
No, Sir, replies the vizier, 1 never fo much as heard of it; 
and yet, it is not fixty years fince I hunted beyond that 
mountain, and thereabouts* The Sultan afked the fiiher- 
man, how far the pond might be from the palace £ The 
filheirnan anfwered, it waa not above three hours jour¬ 
ney ; upon this afturance, and there being day enough 
beforehand, the Sultan commanded all his court to take 
horfe, and the fiiherman ferved them for a guide* They 
all alee ride d the mountain, and at the foot of it, they 
faw to their great ftirprize, a vaft plain, that nobody 
had obferved till then, and at laft they came to the 
pond, which they found actually to be fituated betwixt 
four hills as the filherman had laid. The water of it 
was fo traniparent, chat they obferved ail the fifties to 

be 


68 


Arabian Nights 


be like thofe which the fifherman had brought lo the 
palace. 

* The Sultan ftaid upon the bank of the pond, and 
after beholding the fifties with admiration* he demand¬ 
ed oi his emirs, and all his courtiers* if it was poffible 
they had never feen this pond, which was within fo 
little a way of the town. 'They all anfwered, that they 
had never fo much as heard of it, 

% Since you all agree, fays he, that you never heard of 
it* and as I am no Iefs afionifhed than you are, at this 
novelty, I am refoJved not to return to my palace till 
I know how this pond came hither, and why all the 
fith in it are of four colours. Having fpoke thus, he 
ordered his court to encamp ; and immediately lib pa- 
vTlion and the tents of his houfhold were planted upon 
the banks of the pond. 

V\ hen night came, the Sultan retired under his pa¬ 
vilion, and fpoVr to the grand vizier by himfclf, thus; 
V izier, my mind is very uneafy; this pond transported 
hither^; the black that appeared to us in my dofet, ami 
the fifties that we heard fpeafc ; ail this does fo much 
whet my euriofity, that I cannot refill the impatient de¬ 
fire that I have to be fatisfied in it. To this end* I 
am refolved to withdraw alone from the camp, and I 
oraer you to keep my ahfguce fecret ; ilay in my pavi¬ 
lion, and to-morrow morning, when the emirs and 
courtiers come to attend my levee, fend them away, and 
tell them, that I am force what incJifpofed, and have a 
mind to be alone; and the following day tell them the 
fame thing, till i return. 

The grand vizier faid feveral things to divert the Sul¬ 
tan from this defign ; he rep relented to him the danger 
to which he might be expoled, and that all his 1 about 
might perhaps be in vain: But it was to no purpofe, the 
Snkan, was refolved on it, and would go. He put on 
a fuit, fit for walking, and took his fey met ar ; and as 
foon as he law that all was quiet in the camp, he goes 
out alone, and went over one of the hills without much 
difficulty i he found the defeent ilill more eafjr, and 
when he came to the plain, walked on till the fun 
arofe, and thtn he faw before him, at a confiderable 
- diilance, a great building. He rejoiced at the fight, in 
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hopes to be informed there, of what he had a mind to 
know* When he came near, he found it was a mag¬ 
nificent palace, or rather a very ttrong cattle, of fine 
black polifhed marble, and covered with fine fteel, as 
fmooth as a looking-glafs* Being mightily pleafed that 
he had io fpeedily met with fomething worthy liis cu- 
rioiity, he flopped before the front of the cattle* and 
confidered it with abundance of attention. 

He afterwards came up to the gate, which had two 
leaves, orte of them open ; tho* he might have entered 
when he would, yet he thought it bett to knock* He 
knocked at firtt ioftly, and waited for feme time; buc 
feeing nobody, and fuppofing they had not heard him, 
he knocked harder the fecoad time, but neither feeing 
nor hearing any body, he knocked again and again, but 
nobody appearing, it furpnzed him extremely j for he 
could not think, that a cattle fo well in repair, was 
without inhabitants. If there be nobody in it, fays he 
to himfelf, I have nothing to fear; and if there be, I 
have wherewith to defend myfejf. 

At laft he entered, andwhenhecamewithin theporcb, 
he cried, is there nobody here toreceive a ttranger, who 
comes in for feme rcfrcfhment as he paft'es by r He re¬ 
peated the fame two or three times; but though he fpoke 
v ery h i gh, n o bo d y a nfw ere d, T h e Menc e i n c rea fed hi s 
aftonifhment ; he came into a very fpaeious court, and 
looking on every fide, to fee if he could perceive any 
body, he faw no living thing,—But, Sir, fays Schehe¬ 
razade, day appears, and 1 mutt flop, 

Ahi fitter, fays Dinarzade, you break off at the very 
beftoftlie flory, It is true, anfwers the Sukanefisj but, 
fitter, you fee I am forced to do fo. If my lord the 
Sultan pleafes, you may hear the reft to-merrowp 
Schahriar agreed to this, not fo much to pleafe Dinar- 
zadc, as to fatisfy his own curiofity, being mightily im¬ 
patient to know what adventure the prince met within 
the cattle. 

Tie Twenty-Firj} Night* 

T^vlnarzade, to make amends for her neglettt the 
I J night before, never laid eye together, and when 
ihe thought it was time, awaked the Suiunefs, faying to 

her 
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her. My dear filler, pray give us an account of what 
happened in the fine caftle where you left usyeflerday* 

Scheherazade forthwith refumed her ftory, and ad- 
dreffing hcrfelf to Schahriar, fays, Sir, the Sukan per¬ 
ceiving nobody in the court, entered the great halls, 
which were hung with filk tapeftry, the alcoves and fofas 
were covered with (luffs of Mecca, and the porches with 
the rich eft Huffs of the Indies, mixed with gold and 
filver. He came afterwards into an admirable falcon, 
in the middle of which there was a great fountain, with 
a lion of maffy gold at each corner: water iffued at the, 
mouths of the four Hons, and this water, as it fell, 
formed diamonds and pearls, that very well anfwcred a 
jett of water, which Ipringing from the middle of the 
fountain, rofe as high aimoll as the bottom of a cu- 
pulo, painted after the Arabian manner. 

The caille, on three fides, was encompaffed by a 
garden, with flower-pots, water-works, groves, and a 
thoufand other fine things concurring to embellifli it; 
and what completed the beauty of the place, was an 
infinite number of birds, which filled the air with their 
harmonious notes, and always (laid there, nets being 
fpread over the trees, and fattened to the palace to keep 
them in. The Sultan walked a long time from apart¬ 
ment to apartment, where he found every thing very 
grand and magnificent. Being tired with walking, he 
fat down in an open dofet, which had a view over the 
garden, and there receding upon what he had already 
Icerc, and did then fee, all ol a hidden he heard the 
voice of one complaining, accompanied with lamenta¬ 
ble cries. He likened with attention, and heard diftiuct- 
ly thefe fad vvords : * Q fortune 1 thou who would It not 
‘ fuller me longer to enjoy a happy lot, and hall made 
‘ me the molt unfortunate man in the world, forbear to 

* perfecute me, and by a fpeedy death, put an end to 

* my farrows. Alas’ is it pofiibie that F am kill alive, 

* after fo many torments as i have fuffered }*. 

The Sultan being affected with thofe pitiful com¬ 
plaints, rofe up, and made toward the place where he 
heard the voice ; and when he came to the gate of a 
great hall, he opened it, and faw a handfofne young 
man, richly habited, fat upon a throne raifed a little 
& above 
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above the ground* Melancholy was painted on his 
looks. The Sultan drew near, and fainted him ; the 
voting man returned him his fnlute, by a low bow with 
his head ; but not being able to rife up, he fays to the 
Sultan, My lord, I am very well finished that you de¬ 
fence I ttiould rife up to receive you, and do you all 
pofGble honour; but I am hindered from doing fo, by 
a very fad reafon, and chore fore hope you wid not take 
it ill- My lord, replies the Sultan, 1 am very much 
obliged to you For havingfo good an oppinion of me ; As 
to the reafon of your not rifmg,-whatever your apology 
be, 1 heartily accept ir. Being drawn hither by your 
complaints, and afftiftsd by your grief, I come to offer 
you my help ; would to God that it lay in my power 
to cafe you of yoor trouble; 1 would do my utmott to 
effeft it. I flatter my fell that you would willingly tell 
me the hi dory of your misfortunes; but pray tell me 
hrfl, the meaning of the pond near the palace, where 
the fifties arc of four colours ? what this cattle is ? how 
you came to be here ? andwhy you are alone ? 

Inttcad of anfwering thefe queftions, the young man 
began to weep bitterly. 1 O how inconttant is fortune \ 

* cried he : fhe takes pleafure to pull down thofe msn 
1 ttie bad raifed up. Where are they who enjoy quietly 
1 the happinefs which they holdofher, and whofe day 

* is always clear and ferene V 

The Sultan moved with companion to fee him in that 
condition, prayed him forthwith to tell him thecaufeof 
his excciSve grief. Alas l my lord, replies the young 
man, how is it partible but I fhould grieve, and why 
fhouldnot my eyes be inexhauttible fountains of tears ? 
At thefe words lifting up his gown, he /hewed the Sultan 
that he was a man only from the head to the girdle, 
and that the other half of his body was black marble,— 
Here Scheherazade broke off, and told the Sultan that 
day appeared. 

Schahiiar was fi> much charmed with the ftory, and 
became fo much in love with Scheherazade, that he 
refolded to let her live a month. He got up however 
as ulual, without acquainting her with his refoluiion. 


7 % 


Arabian Nights 


The Twenty Second Night, 

D Inarzade was fo impatient to hear out the fiery, 
thatftie called her filler next morning fooner than 
nfual, and lays to her. Siller, pray continue the wonder¬ 
ful fiory you began, but could not make an end of 
yefterday morning, I agree to it, replies the Suhanefs ; 
hearken then, 

Yq% may eafily imagine, continues fhe, that the Sui¬ 
ta u was Jb angely furprized, when he faw the deplorable 
condition of the young man- That which you Ihew 
me, fays he, as it fills me with horror, whets my cun- 
ofity, fo that I am impatient to hear your hi fiory, 
which, no doubt, is very Grange, and I am perfuaded 
that the pond and the fifties make fome part of it; there¬ 
fore I conjure yon to tell it me. You will find fome 
comfort in it, fmee it is certain, that unfortunate peo¬ 
ple will find fome fort ofeafe in td ling their misfortunes, 
i will not refnfe you this latisfadion, replies the young 
man, though I cannot do it without renewing my grief", 
Eut I give you notice before-hand, to prepare your ears, 
your mind, and oven your eyes, for things which fur- 
pafs all that the moll extraordinary imagination can 
conceive. 

The Hi fiery of the young King of the Blaek-IJUs* 

Y OU muft know, my lord, continued he, that my 
father, who was called Mahmoud, was king of 
this country. This is the kingdom of the Black-Ifles, 
w hich takes its name from the lour little neighbouring 
mountains, for thofe mountains were formerly ifles : the 
capital where the king my father had his refidence, was 
where that pond yoo now fee is. The feqtxei of my 
hiftory will inform you of all thofe changes* 

The king my father died when he was feventy years 
of age i I had no fooner fucceeded him, but I married, 
and the lady i chofe to fhare the royal dignity with me, 
was my coufrn. I had all the rcafon imaginable to be 
fatMed in her love to me ; and, for my part, I had fo 
much tendernefs for her, that nothing was comparable 

to 
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tothegood umierftanding betwixt us, which lafted five 
years, at the end of which time, I perceived the queen# 
my coufrn, had no more delight in me, 

Oneday, whilefhe\vas]atthe bath,! found myfelf fleepy 
after dinner, and lay down upon a fofa; two of her la¬ 
dies, who were then in my chamber, came and fat down# 
one at my head, and the other at my feet, with fans in 
their hands to moderate the heat, and to hinder the Hies 
front troubling me in my llecp. They thought I was 
fall, and fpoke very low ; but I only fivut my eyes# and 
heard every word they faid. 

One of them fays to the other, is not the queen much 
in the wrong, not to love fuch an amiable prince as 
this? Ay, certainly, replies the other, for my part I 
don't underftand it, and £ know not why fhe goes out 
every night, and leaves him alone i Is itpoffible that 
does not perceive it ? Alas! fays the firft, how would 
you have him to perceive it? fhe mixes every evening 
in his drink:, the juice of a certain herb, which makes 
him deep fo found all night, that fhe has time to go 
where Ihe pi cafes, and as day begins to appear, hie comes 
and lies down by him again, and wakes him by the fmell 
of fomething fbe puts under his nofe* 

You may guefs, my lord, how much I was furpmed 
at this difeourfe, and with what fen time At s it infoired 
me 1 yet, whatever emotions it made within me, I had 
command enough, over myfclf to diflemble it, and 
feigned myfelf to awake without having heard one 
word of it; 

The queen returned from the bath, we flipped toge¬ 
ther, ani before we went to bed, fhtf prelented me with 
a cup full of fnch water as I was accuftomed to diink ; 
but inflcad of putting it into mjr mouth, I vVentcp a 
window that iiood open, and threw out the water fo 
privately, chat Ihe did not perceive it, and put the 
cup again into her hands, co periuade her that X had 
-drank it. 

We went to bed together, and foon after, believing 
that I was a flee p, though 1 was not, Ihe got up with io 
little precaution, that ihe faid fo Joed as 1 could hear it 
diftin&ly, fleep, and may you never wake again. She 
dteirudherfelffpeedljy# and went out of the chamber.— 
Vol.J, E As 
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as Scheherazade (poke rhefc words, flic faw day appear, 

* and fcopCi 

Dinarzade had heard her lifter, with a great deal of 
pleafure, and Sduhiiar thought the hiftory of the king 
of the Blacks! lies , fo worthy of his curiofity, that he 
xofe up full of impatience for the reft of it. 


’The N-xAjenty -third Nigh if . 


N hour before day, Dinarzadebeing awake, failed 



not to call upon the Sukancfs, and laid, Pray, 
dear fifter, go on with the hiftory of the young king of 
the four Black-1 Hands* Scheherazade calling to mind 
where fhe had left off, refumed the ftory thus; 

As foon as the queen my wife went out, continues 
the king of the Black-lilands, I got up, drelied me in 
hafte, took my fcymetar, and followed her fo quick, 
that I foon heard the found of her feet before me, and 
then walked foftly after her, for fear of being heard. 
She palled thro* feveral gates, which opened upon her 
pronouncing ibme magical words, and the Jail Die 
opened was that of the garden, which die entered ; 1 
ftopt at that gate, that ike might not perceive me, as 
ihe crofted a plat, and looking after her as far as I 
could in the night, L perceived that fhe entered a little 
wood, whofe walks were guarded by thick pallifadoes. 

] went thither by another way, and flipping behind the 
pallifadoes of a long walk, 1 faw her walking there 
with a man. 

I gave very good heed to their difeourfe, and heard 
her fay thus i 1 don't deferve, fays the queen to her 
gallant, to be upbraided by you for want of diligence, 
you know very well what hinders me j but if all the 
marks of love that I have already given you, be not 
enough, I am ready to give you greater marks of it : 
you need but command me, you know my power ; I 
will, if you defire it, before fun-riftng, change this 
great city, and this fine place, in to frightful ruins, whioh 
foali be inhabited by nothing but wolves, owls, and 
ravens ; would you have me to tranfport all the Hones 
of thofe walls fofoiidly built, beyond mount Caucafus, 
and out of the bounds of the habitable world, (peak 
but the word, and all thofe places ihall be changed. 
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As the queen finifhed thcfe words her gallant and 
ihe came to the end of the walk, turned to enter ano¬ 
ther, and pa/Tcd before me* I had already drawn my 
fey me tar, and her gallant being next me, X ftruck him. 
in the neck, and made him fall to the ground ; I thought 
t had killed him, and therefore retired fpeedily without 
making mytclF known to the queen, whom I had a 
mind tolpare, becaufe fhc was my kinfwotnan. 

In the mean time* the blow I had given her gallant 
was mortal; but fhe prefer ved his life by the force of her 
in chant meats, in Inch a manner, however, that he could 
not be laid to be either dead or alive. As l croffed the 
garden, to return to the palace, I heard the queen cry 
OJt lamentably, and judging by that how much file wa3 
grieved, I was pleafedchat 1 hadfpared her life. 

When 1 returned to her apartment, I went to bed, and 
being fatisfyed with having punifhed the villain that did 
me the injury, I went tolleep; and when I awaked neset 
morning, found the;queen lying by me —Scheherazade 
was obliged to flop here, becaufe ihe faw day, 

O heaven l lifter, fays Dinarzade, how it troubles me 
that you can fay no more. Sifter, replies the Su hands, 
youocght to have awaked me more early, it is your fault, 
I wifi make amends next night, replies Dinarzade, for 
I doubt not but the Sultan will be as willing to hear 
out the ftory as I am ; and i hope he will be iogood at 
to let you live one day more. 

The Twenty-fourth Night* 

D Tnarzadewas afiually as good as her word, fte 
caird the Sultanei's very early, faying. Dear lifter, 
If you be not afleep, pray make an end of the agreeable 
hi dory of the kingof the Black-Hies ; l am ready to die 
with impatience to know how he carncto bechanged into 
marble. You thall hear it, replies Scheherazade, if the 
Sultan will give me leave. 

1 found the queen lying by me then, fays the king 
of the Black-HI antis : I can*t tell you whether fhc flept 
or not j but I got up without making any nolle, add 
went to my elofet, where I made an end of dreJSng 
niyfejh I afterwards went and held my council and at 
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my return, the queen clad in mourning, her hair 
hanging about her eyes, and part of it pulled off, pre- 
fen ted herfelf before me, and faid ; Sir, I come to beg 
your ni a jetty not to be furprized to fee me in this con¬ 
dition ; three afflicting pieces of news, I have juft now 
received all at once, are the caufe of my heavy grief, 
of which the tokens you fee are but very faint refem- 
blances. Alas* what is that news, madam, faid I? 
The death of the queen my dear mother, anfwers die, 
that of the king my father, killed in battle, and that of 
one of my brothers, who is alfo fallen in it* 

I was not ill pleafed, that Ihe made ufe of this pre¬ 
text to hide the true caufe of her grief, and E thought 
fixe had not fufpe&ed me to have killed her gallant. 
Madam, fays i, I am fo far from blaming your grief, 
that I afFure you, I am willing to bear what foare of 
it is proper for me. I Ihould very much wonder, if 
you were infenfibleof fo great a I ms t Mourn on, yotir 
tears are fo many proofs of your good nature j but I 
hope, however, that time and reafon will moderate your 
grief. 

She retired into her apartment, when; giving herfelf 
wholly up to for row., fhe (pent a whole year in mourn¬ 
ing, and afftiCling herfelf At the end of that time, 
;fhe begged leave of me to build a burying place for 
herfdf, within the bouuds of the palace, where fhe 
would continue, fhe told me, to the end of her days: 
1 agreed to it, and foe built a ftately palace, with a 
cupola, that,may be feeu here, and fhe called it the 
Palace of Tears. When it was bniihed, fhe can fed her 
gallant to be brought thither, from the place whither 
fhe had made him be carried the fame night that l 
wounded him ; fhe had hindered his dying, by a drink 
fhe gave him, and carried to him herfelf every day after 
he came to the Palace of Tears, 

Yet with all her inch ant ments, foe could not cure 
the wretch; he was not only unable to walk, and to 
help himfelf, but hadalfo loft the ufeof his fpeeeh, and 
gave no fign of life, but only by his looks, TW'tfoe 
queen had no other confolation but to fee him, and to 
fay to him all that her foolifo paffion could infpirc her 
with, yet every day five made him two long viiita: I was 

very 
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very well informed of all this, but pretended to know 
nothing of it* 

One day I went out of euriofity to the Palace of 
Tears, to fee how the ^rinceis employed herfelf, and 
go mg to a place where She could not fee me, I heard 
herfpeak thus to her gallant ; t ama'flifled co the high- 
eft degree, to fee you in this condition ; [ am as fenfible 
as you yourfelf, of the tormenting grief you endure ; 
but, dear foul, I always fpeak to you, and you don , c 
anfwer me : How long will you be illent ? Speak only 
one word: Alas l the fweeteft moments of my life are 
thefe l fpend here, in partaking of your grief* I cannot 
live at adiilance from you, and would prefer the pleafure 
of always feeing you, to the empire of the univerfe. 

At thefe words, which were feveral times interrupted 
by her fighs and fobs, I loft all patience ; and diicover- 
ing myfelf, came up to her, and faid. Madam, you 
have mourned enough, 'tis time to give over this tor- 
row, which dilhouours us both; you* have too much 
forgot what you owe to me and to yourfelf* Sir, fays 
flic, if you have any kindnefs or complaifance left tor 
me, I befcech you to put no force upon me, allow me 
to give myfelf up to mortal grief, Tis impoffible for 
time to left'en it. 

When l faw that my difconrfe, inftead of bringing 
her to her duty, ferved only to ificreafe her rage, 1 gave 
over and retired* She continued every day to vifu her 
gallant, and for two whole years, gave herfelf up to 
exceCSve grief 

1 we lit a fecund time to the Palace of Tears, while 
Hie was there. I hid myfelf again, and heard her fpcak 
thus to her gallant; It is now three years fmee you fpoke 
one word to me, you return no an Aver to the marks of 
love I give you, by my difconrfe and groans. Is it from, 
wa u t o i fe n fe, or o u t of con temp: ? Q to mb! h ave y on 
abated that excefiive Jove he had for me r Have you 
Ihut thofe eyes that fliewed me fa much love, and were 
all my joy ? No,'llo, I believe nothing of it* Tell me 
rather, by what miracle you became intruded with the 
rareft treafure that ever was in the world* 

I mud cOnfefe, my lord, I was enraged at thefe words; 
for, in ihort, this gallant fo much doated upon, this 

3 adored 
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adored mortal, was not fuck an one as you would ima¬ 
gine him to have been* He was a black Indian, a na¬ 
tive of tnat coart try, I lay, I was fo enraged at that 
difeourfe, that I di (covered myfelf all of a iudden, and 
ad drafting the tomb in my tarn, O ornb ! cried I, why 
don't you hv allow up that nionfter in nature, or rather 
why don’t yoo fwallow up the gallant and his miftrefs ? 

1 had fcarce liniihed thofe words, when the cjueen who 
fat by the black, rofe up like a fury. Ah cruet man ! 
fays (he, thou art the caufe of my grief, don’t you 
think but 1 know it. 1 have diiTembled it but too long ; 
kis thy barbarous hand which hath brought the obj ^ 
of my love to this lamentable condition ; and you are 
fo hard-hearted as to come and infult addpairing lover ( 
Yes, fahl I, in a rage, kis 1 who chaflifed that mender, 
according to his defert $ 1 ought to have treated thee 
m the fame manner ; i repent now that I did not do it, 
thou haft abided my goodnjefs too long. As I fpeke 
thele words, 3 drew out my fey metar, and lifted up my 
hand to punilh her; but (he ftediaftly beholding me, 
laid with a jeering fmile, Moderate thy anger. At the 
fame time, (he pronounced words I did not umderfiand ; 
snd a l l erwa rd s added, by virtue of my ihchant j nents, I 
command thee immediately, to become half marble and 
half oian* immediately, my lord, I became fuch as 
) ou fee me already, a'dead man among the living, and 
a living man among the dead,—Here Scheherazade 
perceiving day, Lroke off her fiery. 

Upon which Dinarzade fays, Dear fitter, I am ex¬ 
tremely obliged to the Sultan, ’tis to his goodrieis I owe 
the extraordinary piealme I have in your (lories. My 
filler, replies the Sukanefs, if the Sultan will be fogood 
as to fafter me to live till to-morrow, I fhall tell you a 
thing that will afford as much fatisfailion as any thing 
you have yet heard. ThoVigh Schahriar had notrefolvcd 
to defer the death of Scheherazade a mouth longer, he 
could not have ordered her to be put to death that day* 

'Txviniy-fifih Nzgfah 

'■"T^Owards the end- of the night, Dinarzade trved, 

J Sifter, if 1 don’t trefpate too much upon your 
compiaiiancd, X would pray you to ftiiifh the liifiory of 

the 
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the fdng of the Black-Iflands, Scheherazade having 
awaked upon her filler's call, prepared to give her 
the fatisfa&ion fhe required, and began thus. 

The king, half marble and half man, continued his 
hiftory to the Sultan, thus: After ibis cruel magician, 
unworthy of the name of a queen, had metamorphos’d 
me tftui, and brought me. imo tins hall, by another in* 
chamment (he defrayed my capital, which was very 
flourilhing and fill of people; {ho-aboliihed the houfes, 
the public places and markets, and made a pond and 
defert field of it, which you may have leen ; the filhes 
of four colours in the pood, arc the four forts of people, 
of different religious, that inhabited the place. The 
white, are the Mulfeimen, the red, the Berdans, who 
vvorlhipped the fire, the blue, the Chrifiiam, fcfbi the 
yellow, the jews: The four little hills were the four 
iHands that gave name to this kingdom. 1 learned all 
this from the magician, who, to add to my afHi&ioiv, 
told me with her own mouth, thofe e fie 6b of her rage. 
But this is not all, her revenge was not fntisfted with 
the detraction of my dominions, and the metamorphofis 
of my perfon ; (he comes every day, and gives ms over 
my naked fhoulders an hundred blows with ox-pizzles, 
which makes me all over blood ; and when the has 
(kme fo, covers me with acoarfe fluff of goats hair* and 
throws over it this robe of brocade that you fee, not to 


do me honour, but to mock me. 

After this part of the difeourfe, the young king could 
not withhold his tears ; and the Sultan’s heart was fo 
pierced with the relation, that he could not fpeak one 
word to comfort him. A little time after, the young 
king, lifting up his eyes to heaven, cried out. Mighty 
creator of all things, I fubmit myfelf to your judgments, 
and to the decrees of your providence: I endure my 
calamities with patience, finee J tis your will it fhould 
be fo; but! hope your infinite goodnefs will reward me 
for it. 

The Sultan being much moved by the recital of fo 
Grange a ilory, and aniipated to revenge this unfortu* 
nate prince, fays to him. Tell whither this perfidious 
magician retires, and where her unworthy gallant may 
be,* who b buried before his death, My lord, replies 
E 4 the- 
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the prince, her gallant, as I have already told you, h 
in the Palace of Tears, in a tomb in form of a dome, 
and that palace joins to this cattle on the fide, of the 
gate ; as to the magician, J can’t precifely tell whither 
me retires, but every day at iun-ri ling /he goes to fee 
her gallant, after having executed h r bloody vengeance 
upon me, as l have told yon; and you fee 1 am not in 
a condition to defend myfelf again ft fo great cruelty. 
She carries him die drink with which fhe has hitherto 
prevented his dying, and always complains of his never 
Ipeaklng to her fmee he was wounded. 

Oh, unfortunate prince, fays the Sukan, you can 
never enough be bewailed \ nobody can be more fenfibly 
touched with your condition than I am ; never did fuch 
an extraordinary misfortune befal any man, and thofe 
who write your hiftory will have the advantage to relate 
a paflage that furpafles all that has ever yet been written. 
There’s nothing wanting but one thing, the revenge 
which is due to you, and I will omit nothing that can 
be done to procure It* 

While tlie Sultan difeours’d upon the fubjeft with the 
young prince, he told him who he was, and for what 
end heentered the cattle, and thought on a way to re¬ 
venge him, which he communicated to him* They 
agreed upon the meafurcs they were to take for effecting 
their deftgn, but deferred the execution of it till the next 
day* In the mean time, the night being far fpent, the 
Sultan took fame red; but the poor young prince 
patted rhe night without fleep, as ufual, having never 
fiept fince he was inch anted; but conceived fome 
Ropes of being fpeedily delivered from his mifery* 

Next morning the Sultan got up before day, and, in 
order to execute his deftgn, he hid in a corner his up¬ 
per garment, that would have been cumber fome to him, 
and went to the Palace of Tears* He found it enlight¬ 
ened with an infinite number of flambeaux of white 
wax, and a delicious {cent iftued from feveral boxes of 
£ne gold of admirable vvorkmaulhip, all ranged in ex¬ 
cellent order: As foon as he law the bed where the 
black lay, he drew hisfeymetur, killed the w'retch with¬ 
out reflfiance, dragged his corpfe into the court of the 
cattle, and threw it into a well. After this, he went 
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and lay down in the black’s bed, took his fey me tar > 
with him under the counterpane, and lay there to exe¬ 
cute what he had defignecL 

The magician arrived in a little tisne : She fir ft went 
into the chamber where her hufband, the king of the 
EJack-lflands was, ftripped him and beat him with 
buUs-pizzles in a moft barbarous manner, 1 he poor 
prince filled the palace with his lamentations to no pur- 
pofe, and conjured hex in the moft aftefting manner 
that could be, to take pity on him; but the cruel 
woman would not give over, till /he had given him an 
hundred blows. You had no companion on my lover, 

faid Ihe, and you are to expert none from me.-* 

Scheherazade perceiving day, flopped, and could go no 
farther, 

O heavens ! fays Dinarzade, After, this was a bar¬ 
barous mehantrefs indeed! but mull we flop here f 
Will you not toll us, whether fhe received the chaftife- 
ment Ihe deferved ? My dear After, lays the Sultanefs,. 
I defire nothing more, than to acquaint you with It to¬ 
morrow; but you know that depends on the Sultan's 
pleafure. After what Schahriar had heard, he was far 
from any defign to put Scheherazade to death; on the 
contrary, he fays to himfelf, I will not take away her 
life, ’till fhe has fioiflied the furprizing ftory, tho 1 it 
fhouldjaft for two months. It ihall always be in my 
power to keep the oath i have made. 

The T<iwuty-Jt\-tb Night* 

A Sfoon as Dinar zade thought it time to call the 
Stikanefa, fhe fays to her, Hovv much fhould I 
be obliged to you, dear After, if you would tell us 
what pahed in the Palace of Tears ? Schahriar having 
figntfied that he was as curious to know it as Dinarzadc, 
the Sultanefs refumed the dory of the young inchan Led 
prince, as follows : 

Sir, after the inebantrefs had given the king, her 
hufband, an hundred blows with bulls-pizzles, 1 ihe put 
pn again his covering of goats hair, and his brocade 
grown over all; ihe went afterwards to the Palace of 
Tears, and as fhe entered the fame, fhe renewed her 
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tears and lamentations; then approaching the bed, 
where fhe thought her gallant was* What cruelty, cries 
ftie» was it to difturb the contentment of fo tender and 
paffionate a lover as lam? O thou who reproached me 
that i am too inhuman, wheal make thee feel the 
effetfs of my refentmend Cruel prince, does nor thy 
barbarity larpais my vengeanceP Ah traitor! in attempt¬ 
ing the life of the object which I adore, haft thou not 
robbed me of mine ? Alas ! fays fhe, addreiTmg toerfelf 
to the Sultan, while Hie thought ihe fpoke to the black. 
My foul, my life, frill you always be filent? Are you 
jeiolved to let me die, wirhotn.giving mefo much com¬ 
fort as to tell me that you love me? My foul, fpeak one 
word to me. at leaft, 1 conjure you. 

The cvukun making as if he had awaked out of a 
deep fteep, and counterfeitingthelangifage of the blacks, 
anfwen» the queen with a grave tune, * There’s no force 
* or power bu 1 in God atone, who is almighty/ At 
tbefe words, the i nchantrefs, who did hot expert them, 
gave a great fhout, to fignify her exceffive joy. My 
dear lord, cries fhe, donk 1 deceive mvfelf, is it certain 
that 1 hear you, and that you fpeak to me ? Unhappy 
wretch, faid the Suit an, art thou worthy that I fhouM 
atifwer thy difcouife? Alas! replies the queen, why 
do you reproach^me thus ? The cries, replied he, the 
groans and tears of thy hufband, whom thou treateft 
every day with fo much indignity and barbarity, hinder 
me to fleep night and day* 1 fttould have been cured 
long ago, and have recovered the ufe of my fpeech, 
had it thou djfmchaoted him, ThatVihe caufe of my 
filence, which you complain of Very well, fays the 
inchantrefs, to pacify you, I am ready to do what you 
will conuhand me ; would you that I reftore him as he 
was ? Ye* replies the Sultan, make halte to fet him at 
liberty, that! be no more difturbed with his cries. 
The inchantrefs went immediately out of the Palace 
of Tears, fhe took a cup of wa:er, and pronounced 
words over it, which caufed it to boil, as if it had been 
on the fire* She went afterwards to the hall, to the 
young king henfchulband, and threw the water upon 
Kim, faying, * If the creator of all things did form 
* thee fo as then art at prefent; or if he be angry with 
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* thee, don't change. But if thou art in that condition 
f merely by virtue of my inchaatmems, refume thy na* 

* rural fit ape, and become what thou wall before/ She 
had fcarce fpoken thefe words, when the prince, finding 
himfelfrellored to his former condition, rofe up freely, 
with all imaginable joy* and returned thanks to God* 
The inchant refs then laid to him. Get thee gone from 
this cafile, and never return hereon pain of death* The 
young king, yielding to neceftity, went away from the 
inchantrefs, without replying a word ; and retired to a 
remote place, where he immediately expected thefuccefs 
of the defign which the Sultan had begun fo happily. 
Mean while the inchantrefs returned to the Palace of 
Tears, and fuppoling that fhe Hill fpoke to the black, 
fays. Dear lover, 1 have done what you ordered, let 
nothing now hinder you to give me that fads faction of 
which I have been deprived fo long* 

The Sultan continued to counterfeit the language of 
the blacks : That which you have juft now done, faid 
he, fignifies nothing to my cure, you have only eafed 
me of part of my difc&fe ; you mult cut it up by the 
roots* My lovely black, replies /he. What do you 
mean by the root ? Unfortunate woman, replies the 
Sultan, don't you underftand that I mean the town, 
and its inhabitants, anti the four i(lands, which thou 
had deftroyed by thy inchantments f 

The fifties every night at midnight, raife their heads 
out of the pond, and cry for vengeance againft thee 
and me* This is the truccaufeof the delay of my cure. 
Go fpcedily, reft ore things as they were, and at thy re¬ 
turn, I will give thee my hand, and thou (halt help me 
to rife* 

The in chancre fs, filled with hopes from thefe words, 
cried out in a tranfport of joy. My heart. My foul, 
you lhall foon bo reftored to your health, for I will im¬ 
mediately do what you command me. Accordingly flic 
went that moment, and when ihe came to the brink of 
the pond, fhe took a little water in Uer hand, and fprink- 
ling it—Here Scheherazade law day, and flopped* 

Dinarzade fays to the Sukanefs, Sifter, f am much re¬ 
joiced to hear that the young king of the four Black- 
/Hands was dliuxdmnted* and 1 already confider the 
E 6 town 
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•own and the inhabitants * as reftored to their former 
Hate ; but I long to know what will become of the 
inchantrefs. Have a little patience, replies the Suita* 
fiefs, you fhall have the famfa&ion yoa defire to-mor* 
row, if the Sultan, my lord, will content to it- Schah* 
riar, having refolved on’t already, as was faid before, 
jrofe up, and went about his bufinefs. 


Tbt T^we/ity-Seventh Night, 


T the ufual hour, Dmarzade called upon the Suita* 



nefs, thus : Dear filler, pray tell us what was the 
fate of the magician queen, as you promifed us* Upon 
which, Scheherazade went on thus: The in chan trefs 
had no fooner fprinkled the water, and pronounced feme 
words over the fifties and the pond, but the city was re- 
fiored that very minute. The fifties became men, wo* 
men and children; Mahometans, Chriftians, Ferfians, 
or Jews ; freemen or Haves, as they were before ; every 
one having recovered their natural form. The houfei 
andftiops were immediately filled with their inhabitants, 
who found all things as they were before the inchant* 
mem. The Sultan’s numerous retinue, who found 
themfelves incamped in the largeft fquare, were afto- 
nifbed to fee themfelves in an inftant in the middle of 
a large, fine, and well-peopled city* 

To return to the inch an trefs : As foon as fhe had made 
this wonderful change, fhe returned with all diligence 
to the Palace of Tears, that fhe might reap the fruits of 
it- My dear lord, cries fhe, as Hie entered, 1 come to 
rejoice with yon for the return of your health: I have 
done all that you required of me, then pray rife, and 
give tne your hand. Come near, fays the Sultan, Hill 
counterfeiting the language of the blacks. She did fo* 
You are not near enough, replies he, come nearer. She 
obeyed. Then he role up, and feized her by the arm 
fo fuddenlv, that Hie had not time to know who it was, 
and with a blow of his feymetar cut her in two, fo that 
the one half fell one way, and the other another. This 
being done, he left the careafeupon the place, arid going 
out of the Palace of Tears, he went to fee the young 
king of the Elack-Ifics, who waited for bint with a 
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great deal of impatience, and when he found him* 
Prince, fays he, embracing him, rejoice ; you have 
nothing to fear now, your cruel enemy is dead. 

The young prince returned thanks to the Sultan in 
fuch a manner, as fhewed that he was thoroughly fen fib.le 
of the kindoefr that he had done him, and in acknow¬ 
ledgment, wifhed him a long life and all happinefs* 
You may henceforward, fays the Sultan, dwell peaceably 
in your capital, except you will go to mine, which is fo 
near, where you fhall be very welcome, and have at 
much honour and refpeft as if you were at home. 
Potent monarch, to whom I am fo much indebted, re¬ 
plies the king, you think then, that you are very near 
your capital* Yes, fays the Sultan, 1 know it, it is not 
above four or five hours journey* It will take you a 
whole year's journey, fays the prince. 1 do believe in¬ 
deed, that you came hither from your capital in the 
time you fpoke of, becaufe mine was inchanted ; but 
fince the in chan tment is taken off, things are changed : 
However, this fhall not hinder me to follow you, were 
it to the utmoll corners of the earth. You are my de¬ 
li verer, and that I may give you proofs of my acknow¬ 
ledging this, during my whole life, I am willing to 
accompany you, and to leave my kingdom without 
regret. 

The Sultan was extremely furprized to underfland 
that he was fo far from his dominions, and could not 
imagine how it could be. But the young king of the 
Black-IHands convinced him fo plainly, that he could 
no more doubt ofit* Then the dultan replied. It is no 
matter, the Trouble that I fhall have to return to my 
own country, is fitfficiently recompenfed by the fatis- 
fa&ioxi I have had to oblige you, and by acquiring you 
for a fon ; for fince you will do me the honour to at¬ 
tend me* and that i have no child, I look upon you as 
one, and from this moment I appoint you my heir and 
fucccflbr* 

The difeourfe between the Sultan and the kingofthe 
Black-Iflands, concluded with mod afFedlionate em¬ 
braces, after which the young prince was totally taken 
op in making preparations for his journey, which were 
imiihed in three weeks time, to the great regret of his 

court 


86 Arabian Nights 

court and fubjc&s, who agreed to receive at his hands 
one of his near eft kindred for king* 

At laft the Sultan and young prince began their jour* 
ncy, with an hundred camels laden with ineftimable 
riches from the treasury of the young king followed by 
fifty handfome gentlemen on horfebaok, perfectly vvei! 
mounted and drefi’ed. They had a very happy journey 
and when the Sultan, who had lent couriers toghe ad¬ 
vice of his delay, and of rhe adventure which had oc- 
cafioned it, came near his capital, the principal officers 
lie had left there, came to receive him, and to aiikre 
him that his long able nee had oceafioned no alteraEron 
in his empire* The inhabitants came out alfo in great 
crowds, received him with mighty acclamations, and 
made publick rejoicings for feveral days. 

Next day after hts arrival, the Sultan gave all his 
courtiers a very ample account of all things, which, 
contrary to his expectation, had detained him fo long. 
He acquainted them with his having adopted the 
king of the Four Black-1 frauds, who was willing to 
leave a great kingdom, to accompany and live with 
him ; and, in fhort, as an acknowledgment of their 
loyalty, he rewarded each of them according to their 
rank* 

And for the fLfherinan, as he was the firll oanfe of the 
deliverance of fhe young prince, the Sultan gave him a 
plentiful eftate, which made him and his family happy 
the reft of his days* 

Here Scheherazade made an end of the ftory of die 
fifherman and the Genie. Dinarv-ade ftgnifted, that the 
had taken a great deal of pleafure in it; and Schahriar 
having faid the fame thing, the Sukanelstold 'em, that 
ihe knew another which was much finer; and if the Sul* 
tan would give her leave, fhe would tell it diem next 
morning, for day began to appear* Schahriar bethink* 
ing himldf, that he had granted the Sultauefs a mouth's 
reprieve, and being curious moreover to know if inis 
new ftory would be as agreeable as ihe promiied, got 
up, with a defire to hear it next eight. 
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7he Twenty ^eighth Night* 

Tnarzade, according to cm ta, did not forget to 
call the Sul tan efs when it was time, Madam, fays 



Jbe, 1 know not what's the matter with me, but 1 know 
very well, that one cT the ftories which you tell fo 
agreeably, would be a great relief againft that melan¬ 
choly, which eats me up. ^Scheherazade, without an- 
fwering her, began immediately, and told the Sultan 
the following ftory. 

The Story of the Three Calenders, Sons of Kings * and of 
the Fi<ve Ladies of Bagdad* 

S I R, faid five, in the reign of Caliph Haroun Alraf- 
chid, there was at Bagdad, the place of lits refi- 
dence, a porter, who, not with handing his mean and 
laborious birfinefs, was a fellow of wit and good humour. 
One morning as he was at the place where ho ufually 
plyed, with a great balket, waiting for employment, a 
young handfome lady, covered with a great muflin veil, 
came to him, and faid with a pleafam air. Hark ye, 
porter, take your bafket to follow me. The porter, 
charmed with thofe few word^ t pronounced in fo agree* 
able a manner, took his bafket immediately, let it on' 
his head, and followed the lad j, faying, € O happy 
* day, a day of good luck.* 

The lady Hopped prefently before a gate that was Hi at, 
and knocked : a chriilian, with a venerable, long white 
beard, opened the gate, and lire put money into his 
hand, without fpeaking one word; but the ehnftian, 
who knew what ihe wanted, went in, and in a little 
time after, brought a large jug of excellent wine. Take 
this jug, fays the lady to the porter, and put it in your 
bafket. This being done. Hie commanded him to fol¬ 
low her, and as flie went on, the porter fays Hill* f O 
* happy day { This is a day of agreeable furprize and 
* joy/ 

The lady Hopped at a fruit-fhop, where Ihc bought 
fcweral ibrts of apples, apricots, peaches, quinces, 
lemons, citrons> oranges, myrtles* fweet bafil, lilies, 
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jeiTamm; and fame other forts of flowers and plants that 
fmell well; ilie bid the porter put all into his bafket, 
and follow her. A* die went by a butcher’s flail, flic 
made him weigh her twenty-five pounds of his bell 
meat ; which the ordered the porter to put alfo into his 
ba/ket : 

At another {hop, ihe took capers, cucumbers, and 
Other h£rbs prefer ved in vinegar,- At another {hop, {he 
bought piflachios, walnuts, Imall ants, almonds, ker¬ 
nels or pine-apples, and fuch other fruits; and at ano¬ 
ther, the bought all forts of confcflions. When the por¬ 
ter had put all thofe things incohis baiket, and perceived 
that it grew full. My good lady, fays he, you ought to 
have given me notice that you had fo much provision to 
carry t and then I would have got a horfe, or rather a 
camel, to have carried them ; for if you buy ever fo 
little more, I {hall not be able to carry it. The lady 
laughed at the fellow’s pleafant humour, and ordered 
him It ill to follow her* 

Then fhe went to a dr ugg ill, where (he furmfhcd her- 
felf with all manner of fweet-feented waters, cloves, 
muik, pepper, ginger, and a great price of ambergris, 
and feveral other Indian fpices ; this quite filled the 
porter’s balket* and flic ordered him to follow her. 
They walked till they came to a magnificent houfe, 
whofe front was adorned with fine columns, and which 
had a gate of ivory. There they flopped,, and the lady 
knocked fofdy. — Here Scheherazade perceiving day, 
broke off, 

I mull own, Sifter, fays Dinarzade, the beginning 
of this ftorv has a great deal of curiofity, I fancy the 
Sultan will not deprive himfelf of the plcafure of hear¬ 
ing the reft of it; and indeed Schahriar was fo far 
from ordering the Sultanefs to be put to death, that he 
longed impatiently for next night, to know what pafted 
in the fine houfe. 

The Twenty-ninth Night. 

D lnarzade being awake before day, addrefled the 
Sukanefs thus; Sifter, if you be awake, f would 
pray you to continue the hiftory you began yefterday ; 
and Scheherazade went on with it thus; 

*" v * 
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While the young lady and the porter ftaid for the 
•peniug of the gate, the porter had a thoufand 
thoughts; he wondered that fuch a fine lady fhould come 
abroad to buy provilions-j he concluded Ihe could not 
be a Have, her air was too noble for that, and therefore 
he thought fhe muft needs be a woman of quality * juft 
as he was about to aflt her fome queftions upon that 
head, another lady came to open the gate, and appear¬ 
ed fo beautiful to hiin, that he was perfectly iurprrzed, 
or rather fo m uch ftruck with her charms, that he was 
like to have let his bafket fall, for he had never fecn 
any beauty that came near her* 

The lady who brought the porter with her, perceiving^ 
his diforder, and what occafioned it, diverted herfelt 
with it, and took fo much pleafure to examine his looks, 
that ftie forgot the gate was open’d. Upon this the 
beautiful lady fays to her. Pray, Sifter, come in, what 
do you ftay for r Don't you fee this poor man fo heavy 
laden, that he is fearee able to ftand under it ? 

When fho enter'd with the porter, the lady who 
opened the gate fliut it, and all three, after having gone 
through a very fine porch, came into a fpacious court, 
encompared with an open gallery, which had a commu¬ 
nication with fcveral apartments on a floor, and extra¬ 
ordinarily magnificent. There was at the farther end 
of the court a fofa richly adorned, with a throne of 
amber in the middle of it, fupported by four columns 
of ebony, enriched with diamonds and pearls of an 
extraordinary fixe, and covered with red fat tin em¬ 
broidered with Indian gold of admirable workmanfhip* 
In the middle of the court there was a great fountain, 
faced with white marble, and full of clear water, which 
fell into it abundantly out of Lhe mouth of a lion of 
brafs. 

The porter, though heavy laden, could not but admire 
the magnificence of this houfe, and the excellent order 
that every thing was placed in; but that which particu¬ 
larly captivated his attention, wa& a third lady, who 
fee me d to be a greater beauty than the fecond, and was 
fet upon the throne juft now mentioned ; lhe camp down 
from it, as loon as fhe faw the two former ladies, and 
advanced towards them : lie judged by the refpecl which 
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the others (hewed her, that (he was the chief, in which 
he was no: tniftakcitt This lady was called Zobeule, 
ihe who opened the gate was called Safie, and Amine 
was the name of her who went out to buy the pro* 
vifions. 

Zobeide fays to the two ladies, when (he came to 
them. Sillers, don't you lee that this hone it man is like 
H> fink under his harden, why don't you cafe him of it f 
1 hen Am me and Saho took to the L.itker, the one before 
ana the oilier behind, and Zobeide alfo lent her hand, 
and alL three together let it on the ground; then 
empty cd it; and when they had done, the beautiful 
Amine took out money, and paid the porter liberally,— 
Day-]%ht appear ing, Sehcdteraxade wusobliged to keep 
Jjieuce ; but Schahriar having a great defire to hear the 
reft of the llory, he ordered the Sukanefs to go on with 
it next night* 

*fhe 'Thirtieth Night* 

N EXT morning Dinar^ade being awaked by her 
impatience to hear the red of the ftory, fays to 
the Sultanefs, For the fake of heaven, filler, if you be 
not aileep, give us an account what the ladies did with 
the provisions brought by Amine, You (hall quickly 
hear it, fays Scheherazade, if you liken to my ftary, 
which (he refumed as foMoivs % 

The porter, very well fatbfied with the money he 
had received, was to have taken up his basket, and be 
gone; but he could not tell, how to think ou’t* Do 
what he could, he found himfetf Hopped by the pleafurc 
of feeing three fuch beauties, who appeared to him 
equally charming; for Amine having now laid afide 
her veil, was as handfome as either of them. That 
which furprized him rnoft was, that he faw never a mart 
about the houfe, yet moil of the provisions he brought 
in, as the dry fruits, and the feveraf forts of cakes and 
confections, wore fit chiefly for thofe who could drink 
and make merry* 

Zobeide thought at flrft, that the porter ftaid only to 
take his breath, but perceiving that he ft aid too long. 
What d’ye wait for, fays ike, arc you not well enough 

paid ? 
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paid? And turning to Amine, lays* Sifter, give him 
fomenting more, that he may depart Satisfied. Madam, 
replies the porter* it it not that which Hays me, 1 am 
oyer and above paid ; I am fonfible that l am unman¬ 
nerly to Ifoy longer than 1 ought, hut l hope you will 
be fo good as to pardon me, if 1 tell you, that 1 am 
aftonifhed to fee that there's no man with three ladies 
of fuch extraordinary beauty ; and you know that a 
company of wozneo*without men* is as melancholy a 
thing as a company of men without*women* T o this 
he added feveral other pieafant things, to prove what 
hefaid, and did not forget the Bagdad proverb, * That 
* one is never well at table, except there be four in 
r company and fo concluded, that fmee they were 
but three, they had need of a fourth* 

The ladies Fell a laughing at the porter's difeoarfe j 
after which, Zobeidc fays to him very gravely. Friend, 
you-are a little-too bold, and though you don'tdeferve that 
I Jhould enter into particulars with you, yet lam wil¬ 
ling to tell you, that we are* three biters, who do our 
bufuiefs fo fecrctly, that nobody 1 knows any thing of 
it* Wo have too great reafon to be cautious of ac¬ 
quainting indifereet perfons with it; and a good author 
that we have read, fays, c Keep your fecrct, and don't 
reveal it to any body* He that reveals it is no Jongeit 
m after of it* If your own bread cannot keep your 
Secret, how do you think that another perfon will 
keep it?' 

My ladies, replies the porter, by your very air, I 
judged at firil that you were perfons of extraordinary 
merit, and 1 conceive that lam not miftaken; though for¬ 
tune has not given me wealth enough to raife me above 
my mean profeftioa, yet 1 have not foiled to cultivate 
my mind as much as I couid, by reading books of 
fcience and hiftory; and allow me, if you pleafo, to 
tell you, chat I have alfo read in another author, a 
maxim which 1 have always happily pra£Ufed : c We 
do not conceal our ferrets, fays he, but from fuch per¬ 
fons as are known to ail the world to want diferetion, 
and would abufe the confidence we put in them ; but 
wc make nofcruple to difoover them to prudent perfons, 
becaufe we know they can keep them/ A fecret with 
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me is as fore as if it were in a clofet, whofe key is loft, 
and the door fealed up. 

Zobeide perceiving that the porter did not want fenfe, 
but conceiving that he had a mind to have a (hare in 
their treat, fhe replies to him, fmUing, You know that 
we arc about to have a treat, and you know alfo that 
we have been at a con fidef able expence and it is not 
juft that you Ihould have a fhare of it, without contri¬ 
buting towards if, The beautifu \ Sakefeconded her ttfter, 
and lays to the porter. Friend, have you never heard 
that wnich is commonly faid, ' If you bring any thing 
f with you, you fhal] be welcome; but if you bring 
* nothing, you mu ft get y ou gone with nothing V 

The porcer, nojtwithftanding his rhetorick, muft, iti 
all probability, hare retired in confufion, if Amine had 
not taken his part, and faid to Zobeide and Sake, My 
dear Mers, 1 conjure you to Jet him ftay with us; I 
need not ted you that he will divert us, you fee well 
enough he is capable of that: 1 muft needs tell you, 
that without he had been very willing, as well as nim¬ 
ble, and hardy enough to follow me, i could not have 
done fo much bu finds in fo little time; befides, fhould 
I repeat to you ail the obliging expreftions he made to 
tne by the way, you would not be furprized at my 
protecting him. 

At thefe words of Amine, the porter was fo much 
tranfported with joy, that he fell on his knees, kitted 
the ground at the feet of that charming perfon, and 
raifing hinjfclf up, Jays, Moft beautiful lady, you began 
my good fortune to day, and now you complete it by 
this generous action ; 1 cannot enough teiiify my ac¬ 
knowledgment for ir* As to what remains, my ladies, 
fays he, addreflirig himfclf to all the three fillers, fmee 
you do me fo great honour, don't think that I will 
abufe it, or look upon rayfelf as a perfon that deferves 
it. No, l Hull always look upon myfelf as one of your 
mod humble ilavcs. When he had fpoketi thefe words, 
he would have returned the money he had received, but 
the grave Zobeide ordered him to keep it. That which 
we have once given, fays he, to reward thole who 
have fervetJ us,wc never take again,—Here day began 
to dawn,which put Scheherazade to filence. 

Dinarzade 
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Dinarzade, wholiftened with a great deal of atten¬ 
tion, was much troubled at it, but had this comfort 
however, that the Sultan, who was as curious as (hero 
know what patted betwixt the three beautiful ladies 
and the porter, ordered the Sult&nefs to go on with the 
reft of the ftory next night, and rofe up to go about 
his bufmefs* 


The Tbirly-ftrft Night, 


HE next morning Dinarzade did not fail to 



X awaken the Sultanefs at the ordinary time, and 
faid, Dear filler. If you are not afieep, I would pray 
yon (until break of day, which is near at hand} to go 
on with that agreeable llory you began* Upon which, 
Scheherazade addreffed the Sultan thus : Sir, with your 
leave, I am willing to fatisiy my fitter's curiofity; and 
at the fame time went on with the ftory of the Three 
Calenders, a fort of mahometan monks, 

Zobeide would not take back the money from the 
poster, but faid. My friend, in contenting that you llay 
with us, I mull forewarn you, that it is not only on 
condition that you keep fecret what we have required 
you, but alfo that you ob ferve exactly the rules of good 
manners and civility. In the mean time the charming 
Amine pat off the apparel Hie went abroad with, put 
on her night gown that foe might be more eafy, and 
covered the tabic, which foe furmfhed with feveral fort* 
of meat, and upon a fadeboard foe fet bottles of wine 
and cups of gold* Soon after the ladies took their 
places, and made the porter fit down by them, who was 
overjoyed to fee himldf at a tabic with three fuch ad¬ 
mirable beauties, After theyfoad cat a little. Amine, 
who fat next the fide board, took up a bottle and a cup, 
filled out wine, and drank Jmiftcrielf, according to the 
cuftom of the Arabians, then foe filled the enp to her 
fitters, who drank in courlc as they fat; and at la ft fhe 
filled it, the fourth time, to the porter, who, as he re¬ 
ceived it, kitted Amine's hand; and before he drank, 
fung a fang to this purpofc: That as the wind brings 
along with it the ilveet feents of the perfumed places 
through which it palies, fa the. wine he was going to drink, 


comm# 


Q4 Arabian Nights 

coming from her fair hands, received a more exqniftre 
fa tie than-what ft had of it's own nature. This fong 
pfeafed the ladies Id much, t'har each of them lung an¬ 
other in their-tarn* In fhort, they were extraordinary 
merry all the time of dinner, which 1 ailed along while, 
and nothing was wanting that could make it agreeable, 
The day being aim oil fpeitt, Safie fpoke in the names 
of the three ladies, and fays to the porter, Arife r and 
begone; J tis time for you ;o depart. but the porter, 
not willing to leave fo good company, cried, Alas! 
indies, whither do yoa command me to go in the con¬ 
dition ram in ? J am quite befide myldf, by what 1 
have feen fince I came hither, and having alfo drank 
above my ordinary, I fhall never find the way home; 
allow me this night to recover myfelf, in any place 
where you pleafe, for no lefs time is ncceffary For me 
to come to my felf; but go when! will, 1 lhall leave 
the beft part of ntyfelf behind me. 

Amine pleaded the fecotid time for the porter, fay¬ 
ing, Sillers, he is in the right, i am plcafcd with the 
requeft. he having already diverted us to well ; and, if 
yo u*ll take my advice, or if you love me as much as 1 
think you do, let us keep him, to pafs away the re- 
nmmrtgpart of the night* Siller, anfwered Zolveide, 
we can refufe you nothing ; and then turning to the 
porter, faid. We are willing once more to grant your 
requeil, but upon this new condition, that whatever 
we do in your prefence, relating to ourfelves, or any 
thing dfe, take heed you do not once open your mouth 
to afk the region of it ; for if you afk queirions about 
that which docs not belong to you, you may come to 
know that which will be no way pleafing to you ; be¬ 
ware therefore, and do not be too curious to dive into 
the motives of our actions* 

Madam, replies the porter, I promife to obfenre this 
condition with fuch exadtnefs, that you lhall have no 
cauie to reproach me with breaking of it, and far lefs to 
puniih my indiferetion ; my tongue {hall be immove¬ 
able on this occufion, and my eye like a looking-gla r s, 
which retains nothing of the object that is fet before it. 
And to (hew you, fays Zobeidc with a ferious counte¬ 
nance, that what we demand of you is not a new thing 

among 
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smottg uvrife up and read wliat is Written over our 
gate on tile inftde* 

The porter went thither and read then? words, writ¬ 
ten in large char arte is of gold : 1 He who i peaks of 

* things that don’t concern him, fliall hear of things 

* that won’t pleafe him.* Returning again to the three 
fillers, -Ladies, fays he, 1 give you my oath, that yon 
fliatl never hear me fpeak any thing which does not 
concern ine, or whdrein you may have any concern* 

This agreement being made, Amine brought’in tap- 
per, and after the room was let round -with tapers, thht 
were mixed with aloes and ambergris, which gave a 
moll agreeable feent, as well as a delicate light, ihe fat 
down at table with her fillers and the porter. They 
began again to eat and drink, fing, and repeat verfes. 
The ladies took pfeafure to fuddle the porter, under 
pretext of canting him tod rink their healths, and abun¬ 
dance of witty fe n t e nee spa fled on hot h fides, 1 n fbo rt, 
as they were all in the belt humour in the world, they 
heard one knocking at the gate,—Scheherazade w*t$ 
obliged to flop here, beeaule the obibrved day-light 
appearing* 

The Sultan not doubting the fequel of this hiftory 
defervCd to be heard, put it off till the day following, 
and fo a role, 

*Tk$ Thirty^feamd Night* 

T HE next night being almofl at an end, Dinar- 
zade called to the SuJtancffs ; for heaven's lake, 
filler, if you are awake, let me pray you to continue 
the dory of the three fair ladies ; l am very impatient 
i JJiknow who it was that knocked at their gate. You 
fiiall hear it immediately, faid the, I am fare that 
what lam now goingto relate is worthy of my lord the 
Sultan's attention* 

When the ladies, faid the, heard the knocking, they 
all three got up to open the gate ; but Safie, to whom 
this office did particularly belong, was the nimbieft ; 
which her other two fillers perceiving, tat down till fhe 
came back, to acquaint them who it could be that had 
any bufinefs with them fo late, Safie returning, ibid, 

billers, 
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Sifters, we have here a very fine opportunity to pafs a 
good part of the night with much fatisfadion, and if 
you be of the fame mind with me, we fhall not ]et h 
flip. There are three Calenders at our gate, at lead 
they appear to be fuch by their habit; but that which 
you will moll admire at is, they are all three blind of 
the right eye, and have their heads, beards, and eye- 
brows ihaved, and, as they fay, are but juft come to 
Bagdad, where they never were before; and it being 
night, and not knowing where to find any lodging, 
they happened by chance to knock at this gate, and 
pray us, for the Jove of heaven, to h£ve companion on 
them, and receive them into the houfe; they care not 
what place we put them in, provided they may be un¬ 
der flicker; they would be fatisfied with a ftablc ; they 
are young and hamlfome enough, and leem alfo tc> bet) 
men of good fenfc ; but 1 cannot without laughing, 
think of their plea fan t and uniform figure. Here Safie 
fell a laughing fo heartily, that it put the two fillers 
and the porter into the fame mood. My dear lifter, fays 
ihe, are you content that they come in, it is impofiibie 
but with fuch perfcns as 1 have already deferibed them 
to be, we ihall finifh the day better than we began it; 
they will afford us diverfion enough, and put us to 
no charge, becaufe they defirc fiieker only for this night, 
and refolve to leave us as foon as day appears, 

Zobeide and Amine made fome difficulty to grant 
Safieretpeft, for reafons they knew well enough. 
But fhe having fa great a dt'fire to obtain this favour, 
they ecu Id not refuie her ; Go then, fays Zobeide, and 
bring them in, but don't forget to acquaint them 
that they mull not fpcak of any thing which does^ not 
concern them, and caufe them to read what is written 
over the gate* Safie ran out with a great deal of joy, 
and in a little time after returned with the three Ca¬ 
lenders in her company . 

At their entrance they made a profound bow to the 
ladies, who rofe up to receive them, told them mod 
obligingly that they were very welcome, that they were 
glad to have met with an opportunity to oblige them, 
and to contribute towards relieving them from the fa* 
tigue of their journey, and at ia.il invited them to fie 
down with them* 
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The magnificence of the place, and the civility' of the 
ladies, made the Calenders to conceive a mighty idea of 
their fine landladies : But, before they fat down, having 
by chance cad their eyes upon the porter, whom they 
faw clad almoft like one of thofe other Calenders, with 
whom they are in c out rove rfy about feveral points of 
difcipline, becaafe they never fhave their beards, nor 
eye brows; one of themfaid, Look here, 1 believe we 
have got one of our revolted Arabian brethren. 

The porter being half aflcep, and having his head 
pretty warm with wine, was affronted at thefe words, 
and with a fierce look, without fUrring from his place, 
anfwered, Sit you down, and don't meddle with what 
does not concern you : Have you not read the inferip- 
tion over the gate ? Do not pretend to make people live 
after your fafhion, but follow ours. 

Honed man, fays the Calender, do not put yourfelf 
in a paffion ; we fbould be very forry to give you the 
leak occafion, but on the contrary, we are ready to 
receive your commands. Upon which, to avoid all 
quarrels, the ladies interpofed, and pacified them*. 
When the Calenders were fet at table, the ladies ferved 
them with meat; and Safie, being almofl pleafedwith 
them, did not let them want for drink* 

Scheherazade flopt her difeourfe, becaufe fhe faw day 
appear, and the Sultan got up to follow his affairs, and 
promifed to hear the relt of the ftory next day ; for he 
had a great defire to know why thafe three Calenders 
were blind, and all three of the fame eye* 

Tit Thirty-third Night . 

A N hour before day, Dinarzadc being awake, fald 
to the Sukanefs, Dear filler, pray let me know 
what puffed between the Judies and the Calenders, With 
all my heart, replied Scheherazade, and continued her 
ftory in the manner following: 

After the Calenders had eat and drank liberally, they 
fignified to the ladies, that they had a great defire to 
entertain them with a concert of mufipk, if they had 
any inftruments in the houfe, and would caufe them to 
be brought 'em : They willingly accepted the proffer, 
Yet, I* F Jtui 
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and fair Safie going to fetch them, returned again in a 
mqmenf, and prcfehted them with a flute oi her own 
country fafirion, another of the Perfian fort, and a tabor. 
Each man took the inftrument he liked, and all three 
together began to play a tune. The ladies, who knew 
the words of a merry fong that fuhed the air, joined the 
concert with their voices; but the words of the fong 
made them now and then Hop, and fall into excefihfc 
laughter* 

At the height of this diverfion, and when the com¬ 
pany was in the midff oftheir jollity, fomebody knocks 
at the gate ; Safie left off fmging, and went to fee 
who it was* But, Sir, fays Scheherazade to the Sultan, 
is it fit your majesty fhould know why this knocking 
happened fo late at the ladies houfc, and thereafon was 
thus ; The Caliph Haroun Abafehid was accullomcd to 
walk abroad in difgnife very often by night, that he 
might fee with his own eyes, if every thing was quiet 
in the city, and that no disorders were committed in it. 
r This night the caliph went out pretty early on his 
rambles, accompanied with Giafar his grand vizier, 
and Mefrour the chief of the eunuchs of his palace, all 
difguifed in merchants habits; and pafling-through the 
ffreet where the three-ladies dwelt, he heard the iburcd 
ofthemufick and great fits of laughter; upon which 
he commanded the vizier to knock, beeaufe he would 
go in, to know the reafon of that jollity* 1 he vizier, 
told him in vain, that it was ionic women a merry¬ 
making, that without queftion their heads were warm 
with wine, and that it would not be proper he Ihoufd 
expofe himfelf to be affronted by them : Bcfides, it wai 
not yet an unlawful hour, and therefore he ought not 
to diliurb them in their mirth. No matter, faid the 
caliph, J command you to knock. So It was the grand 
vizier Giafar that knocked at the ladies gate by the 
caliph's order, beeaufe he himirif would tibt.be known. 
Safie opened the gate, and the vizier perceiving by 
the light that ftie held in her hand, that Ihe was an 
incomparable beauty, he adted his part very well, and 
with a very low bow and rdpeftful behaviour* told 
her. Madam, we are three merchants ofMdlbui* that 
arrived about ten days ago with rich merchandize, 

which 
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which we have in a warehoufc at a khan for inn] where 
we have alio ourjodging. We happened this day to be 
with a merchant of this city, who invited us to a treat 
at his houfe, where w$ had a fpiendid entertainment: 
and the wine having put us in humour, he fent for a 
company of dancers. Night being come on, and the 
mufick and dancers making a great noife, the watch 
came by in the mean time, can fed the gate to be opened* 
and fome of the company to be taken up; but we had 
the good fortune to el’cape by getting over a wall- 
Now, faith the vizier, being grangers, and fome what 
overcome with wine, we are afraid of meeting another, 
and perhaps the fame watch, before we get home to 
our khan, which lies a good way from lvence- BefideV, 
when we come there, the gates will be ilm, and not 
Opened till morning; Wherefore, Madam, hearing, as 
we pail by this way, the found of mufick, we fuppofed 
you were not yet going to reft, and made bold to knock 
at your gave, to beg the favour of lodging onrfelv^s in 
the hpufe till mowing* and if you think us worthy of 
your good company, we will endeavour to contribute 
to your diversion what lies in our power, to make fome 
amends for the interruption we have given you ; if not, 
we only beg the favour of flaying this mghi under your 
porch * 

Whilft Giafar held this difeourfe, fair Safie had lime 
to cblerve the vizier, and his two companions, who 
were laid zo be merchants like himfelf, and told them 
that fae was not miiirefs of the houfe ; but if they 
would have a minute's patience, die would return with 
^an anfwer. 

Safe acquainted her lifters with the matter, who eoru 
fidered for fome time what to conclude upon : But being 
naturally of a good dilpohrioa, and having granted 
the fame favour to the three Calenders, they at I aft 
confented to Jet them in- Scheherazade intending to 
continue her ftory, faw day-light appear, which made her 
break off; but the quality of thcie new ailors which 
the Sukaoefs had brought upon the ftage, whetted the 
curiofity of Schahriar; who looking fur fome lingular 
event, expected the next night with impatience- 
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The Thirty-fourth Night. 

D Jnarzade, being as curious as the Sultan to know 
what the arrival of the caliph at the houfe of thofe 
three ladies might produce, did not forget to awaken the 
Sultanefs very early next morning, and prayed her ear- 
neftly to refumc the ftory of the Calenders \ which Sche¬ 
herazade, with leave of the Sultan, purfued in the fol¬ 
lowing manner : 

The caliph, his grand vizier, and the chief of the eu¬ 
nuchs, being introduced by the fair Safie, very courte- 
on fly fainted the ladies and the Calenders; The ladies re* 
turned them the like civilities, fuppofing them to be 
merchants. Zobeide, as the chief, fays to them with 
a grave and ferious countenance, which was natural to 
her, c You are welcome.’ But before I proceed farther, 
I hope you will not take it ill if we defire one favour of 
you. Alas 1 faid the vizier, What favour? We can re- 
fiife nothing to fuch fair ladies. Zobeide replied, * It is, 
' that you would only have eyes, but no tongues ; that 
* you put no ejueilion to us about the reafon of any 
* thing you may happen to fee, and not tofpeak of any 
* thing that does not concern you, left you come to 
4 hear of things that will by no means pleafe you.’ 

Madam, replied the vizier, you (hall be obeyed. 
We are not conform us, nor impertinently curious; 
*tis enough for us to take notice of that which con¬ 
cerns us, without meddling with that which does not 
belong to us. Upon this they all fat down, and the 
company being united, they drank to the health of the 
new comers. 

While the vizier Giafar entertained the ladies in dif- 
courfe, the caliph could not forbear to admire their 
extraordinary beauty, graceful behaviour, pleafaat hu¬ 
mours, anti ready wit; on the other hand, nothing was 
more fur prizing to him than the Calenders being all 
three blind of the right eye* He would gladly have 
been informed of this Angularity ; but the conditions 
fo lately impofed upon himfelf and his companions, 
would not allow him tofpeak* This, with the richnefs 
©f the furniture, the exaft order of every thing, and 
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neatnefs of the houfe, made him to think it was fonts 
inchanted place. 

Their entertainment happening to be upon diver- 
tifements, and different ways of making merry, the 
*' Calenders arofe, and danced after their fafhion, which 
augmented the good opinion the ladies had conceived 
of them, and procured them the efteun of the caliph 
and his companions* r 

When the three Calenders had made an end of’ their 
nance, Zobetde aroie, and taking Amine by the hand, 
F r ^ hder, rile up, for the company will not take 
it ill if we uie our freedom, and their prefence need not 
to hinder our performance of what we are wont to do. 
limine, by uiuferflandircg her filler’s meaning, rofe up 
from her tear, carried away the difhes, the table, the 
ilalks and cups, together with the inftmments which 
the Calenders had played upon. 

Safie, was not idle, but twept the room, put every 
thing again in its place, (huffed the candles, and put 
freih aloes and ambergris to them, and then prayed 
the three Calenders to fit down upon the fofa on one 
fide, and the caliph with his companions on the other* 
As to the porter, ihe fays to him, get up and prepare 
yourfelf to ferve in what we are going about; a man 
like you, that is one of the family, ought not to be 
idle. The porter, being fomewhat recovered from his 
wine, gets up immediately, and having tied the fleeve 
of his gown to his belt, anfwers, here am i, ready to 
obey your commands in any thing. That’s very well, 
replied Safie, ftay til! you are fpoke to. you fhall not 
be idle very long. A little time after, Amine came 
mvvith a chair, which fhe placed in the middle of the 
room ; and fo went to a clofet, which having opened, 
fne beckoned to the porter, and fays to him. Come hi¬ 
ther and help me; which he obeying, entered the clofet, 
and returned immediately, leading two black bitches, 
with each of them a collar and chain ; they looked al 
if they had been feverely whipped with rods, and he 
brought them into the middle of the room. 

Then Zobeide riling from her feat between the Ca¬ 
lenders and the caliph, marched very gravely towards 
the porter* Come on, fays ihe, with a great iigh, let 
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us perform our duty ; then tucking up her /Jeeves shove 
here! bows ( and rcce i v i n g a rod from S a fie, P or ter , 
bnd fhe, deliver one of the bitches to my fitter Amine, 
and come to me with the other. 

The porter did as he was commanded ; the hitch that 
he held in his hand began to cry, and turning towards 
Zobeide, held her head up in a begging potture ; but 
Zobeide having no regard to the fad countenance of the 
bitch (which would have moved pity) nor her cries 
(that founded thro’ all the honfe) whipped her with the 
rod, till flic was out of breath ; and having fpent her 
ilrength, that /he could ilrike no more, fhe threw down 
the rod and t aking theebaiu from the porter, lifted up 
the bitch by her paws, and looking upon her with a fad 
and pitiful countenance, they both wept: After which, 
Zobeide, with her handkerchief wiped the tears from 
the bitch’s eye, kitted her, returned the chain to the 
porter, bid him carry her to the place whence he took 
her^ and bring her the other. The porter led back the 
whipped bitch to the clofet, and receiving the other from 
Amjne, prefen ted her to Zobeide, who bid the porter 
held her as he did the firtt, took up the rod, and 
treated her after the fame manner ; and when flic had 
wept over her, dried her eyes, and kitted her, returned 
her to the porter : But lovely Amine /pared him the 
trouble of leading her back into the dofet, and did 
it herfelf. The three C alendefs acid the caliph, with 
his companions, were extremely furprized at this exe¬ 
cution, and could not comprehend Why Zobeide, after 
havingfoTiirionfly whipped thofe two bitches, that by 
Vre mu/Telman religion are reckoned unclean animals, 
/holddory with them, wipe ofF their tears, and kifs 
them i they muttered among themfelves, and the ca¬ 
liph, who being more im pa dent thin the rett, longed 
exceedingly to be informed of the c.uife of fo ttrange 
anaflkm, and could not forbear making figns to the 
vizier to nfk the quedion ; the vt&ier turned his head 
another way ; but being preiTed by repeated figns he 
anfwered by others, that it was not yet time tor the 
caliph to fatisfy his curiofity. 

Zobeide fat Bill fame time in the middle of the room, 
where flic had whipped the two hitches, to recover her- 
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felf of the fatigue; and fair Safte called to her. Dear 
fitter, will you not be pleafed to return to your place, 
that l may nlfo a£l rny part ? Yes, fitter, replies Zo- 
beide, 'and then went* and fat down upon the fofe, 
having the Caliph, Ginfer, and Mefrour on her right 
hand, and the three Calenders, with the porter, on her 
left. 

Here, fays Scheherazade to the Sultan, Sir, what has 
been hitherto told your maj etty, mutt, without doubt, 
appear very ttrange; but what yet remains is more won¬ 
derful ; and 1 am per funded your majetty will think fo, 
if you will be pleafed to give me leave to finife the 
ftory next night j the Sukan agreed to it, and got up 
beeauie it was day. 

The 'Thirty-fifth Night, 

D friarzade was no focmer awake ne.vt morning, bat 
fee called. Sitter, if you are not a deep, pray con¬ 
tinue the fine ftory of the three filters* The Sultanefs 
remembering where fee left off, addreffed her fpeech 
to the Sultan, and went on as follows; Sir, after Zo* 
beide fat down, the whole company was filent for a 
while ; at latt Safie fitting on a chair in the middle of 
the room, fpoke to her filter Amine, Dear fitter, I con¬ 
jure you to rife up, you know well enough what I 
would fay ; Amine rofe, and went into another clofet, 
near to that where the batches were, and brought out a 
cafe covered with yellow fatin, richly embroidered 
with gold, and green fijk ; fee came near Safie ^and 
opened the cafe, from whence fee took a lute, and pre* 
fenced her: and after feme time Ipcnt in tuning ir, 
Sahe began to play, and accompanying it with her 
voice, fee fang a fong about the torments that abfence 
creates to lovers, with ib much fweetiiefs, that it 
charmed the caliph, and all the com pan y m Having 
lung with a great deal of paifion and action, fee faid to 
lovely Amine, pray take it, fitter, for I can do no 
more, u / voice fails me; oblige the company with a 
tune, and a fong in my room* Very willingly, replied 
Amine, who taking the lute'from her fitter Safie, fat 
down in her place, 
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Amine, after fame fmal! trial, to fee whether the 
inftrumem was in tune, placed and fang almoft as long 
upon the fame ftibjetf, but with fo much vehemency, 
and was fo much affedied, or rather tranfported, by the 
words of the fiong, that her ftrcngth failed her as Ihe 
made an end of it* 

Zobeide, willing to teftify her fatisfa&iou»faid.Sifter, 
you have done wonders, and we may eafily fee that yon 
have a feeling of the grief you have exprefied fo much 
to the life* Amine was prevented from aufwering this 
Civility, her heart being fo fenfibly touched at the 
fame moment, that fhe was obliged, for air, to uncover 
her neck and bread:, which did not appear fo fair as 
mighthave been expedlcd from fuch a lady as {he; but 
on the contrary, black and full of fears, which frighted 
all the fpe&ators. However, this gave her no eafe, 
but fhe fell into a fit*—Here Scheherazade Hopped, fay- 
ing. Sir, I had almoft forgot that it is day. With 
this Ihe ended her difeourfe, and the Sultan arofe from 
bed. And tho' this prince had not refolved to defer 
the death of the Suhaneft, he could not, at this time, 
have refolved to take away her life; bis curiofity was 
fo great to hear out the fiery, which had fo many un¬ 
heard of events* 

The Thirty - Sixth Right* 

D luarzade awaked her filter as formerly, faying. 
Dear filler, I pray you to continue the ftory of 
the ladies and the Calenders : upon which ihe refumed 
her difeourfe in the manner following : 

When Zobeide and Safie ran to help their fifter* 
one of the Calenders could not forbear to fay, we had 
better have flepi in the ftreets than have come hither, 
had wc thought to have fecit fuch fpe&ades* The ca¬ 
liph, who heard this, came to him and the other' 
Calenders, andalked them what might be the meaning 
of all this) They anTwered, Sir, we know no more than 
you do* What, fays the caliph, are you not of the fa¬ 
mily? Nor can you rcfolve us concerning the two black 
bitches and the lady that fainted away, and has 
been fo bafdy abufed? Sir, faid the Calenders, this 
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Is the flrft time that ever we were in the hoafe, and 
came in but a few minutes before you. 

This increafed the caliph** alfomfoment: It may be, 
fays he, this other man that is with you, may know 
fomething of it* One of the Calenders made a figrt 
for the porter to come near; and afked him, whether 
he knew why thole two bl ack bitches had been whipped, 
and why Amine's bofom was fo fcarred. Sir, faid the 
porter, I can fwear by* heaven, that if you know no¬ 
thing of all this, 1 know as little as you do* * fis true, 
J Jive in this city, but i never was in the honfe 'till now, 
and if you are furprized to fee me here, lam as much to 
find myfelfin your company; and that which increafes 
my wonder is. That I have not feeu one man with thefe 
ladies. 

The caliph and his company, as well as the Calen-* 
ders, flip poled the porter had been one of the family, 
and hoped he could inform them of what they defired 
to know; but finding he could not, and refoJving ro 
fatisfy his curiofity, coil what it would, he fays to the 
reft. Look ye, we are here feven men, and have but 
three women to deal with, let us try if we can oblige 
them to fatisfy os, and if they refufe it by fair meansj 
we are in a condition to force them to it. 

The grand vizier Giafar was again It this method, and 
foe wed the caliph what might be the confe^ ucnce of it; 
but without diicovmng the prince to the Calenders, 
addrelfed him as if he had been a merchant* thus, Sir, 
confider, I pray you, that our reputation lies at Hake* 
You know very well upon what conditions thefe ladies 
were ready to receive us, and we alio agreed to them ; 
what will they fay of us if we break them ? We foall 
be Hill more to blame, if a ny milch ief befall us, for it 
is not likely that they would demand iuch a promife 
of us, if they did not know themfelvcs in a condition 
to make us repent the breaking of it. 

Here the vizier took the caliph afide, andwhifpered 
to him thus : Sir, the nighr will foon be at an end, 
and if your majeity will only be pleafed to have fo much 
patience, I will take thefe ladies to-morrow morning* 
and bring ’em before your throne, where you may be 
informed of all that you delire to know. Tho’ this 
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advice was very judicious, the caliph rejected it, bid 
the vizier hold his tongue, and laid, Jie would not ftay 
till then, but would have fans faction in the matter 
prefesi:h\ " 

The next bufinefs was to know who fhould carry the 
meifage* The caliph endeavoured to prevail with the 
Calenders to [peak Jirft; but they excui'ed themfelves, 
and at lali they agreed that the porter fhouid be the 
man; And as they were con fulling how to word this 
fatal ^neftion* Zobeide returned from her filter Amine, 
who was recovered of her ht, drew near them, and 
having overheard them fpeaking pretty loud, and 
with fome paffion, fays. Gentleman, what is the fubje£k 
of your d ifcou rfe, what are y o u d i fpu ti ng about ? 

The porter anfvvered immediately. Madam, thefe 
gentleman pray you to let them onderfiand wherefore 
you v/ept over your two bitches, after you whipped 
tliem fo fevereJy* and how that lady’s bofom, who lately 
fainted away, comes to be fo full of fears ? this is what 
1 am ordered'to alk in their name. 

At thefe words, Zobdde looked with a flern counte¬ 
nance, and turning towards the caliph and the reft of 
the company. Is this true, gentlemen,fays fhe, that you 
have given him order to afk me this queftion ? All of 
them, except the vizier Giafar whofpoke not a word, 
anfvvered yes. On which fhe told them, in a tone that 
fufficxently expreffed her rdfentment, Before we granted 
you the favour of being received into our houfe, and to 
prevent all occafion of trouble from you, becaufe we 
are alone, we did it upon condition that you fhould not 
fpeak of any thing that did not concern you, left you 
might come to Hear that which would not pleafe you; 
and yet after having received and entertained you as well 
as poflibly we could, you make no fcruple to break 
your promife. ’Tis true, that our eafy temper has oc- 
cafioned this, but that fhall not excufe you, for your 
proceedings are very unhand fome. As ftte fpoke ihefe 
words, fhe gave three hard knocks with her foot, and 
clapping her hands as often together, cryed. Come 
quick: Upon this, a door ftewopea, and fcven ftrong, 
fiurdy black flaves, with feymetars in their hands, 
rufhed in, every one feked a man, threw him on the 
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ground, and dragged him into the middle of the room, 
in order to cut off his bead* 

We may eaiiJy conceive what a fright the caliph was 
in ^ he then repented, but too late, that he had not 
taken his vizier’s advice. Iti the mean time, this tin* 
happy prince. Gin far, Mefrour, the porter, and the 
Calenders, were upon the point of Icfing their lives by 
iheir indifcreet curiofity* But before they would ftrike 
the fatal blow, one of the (laves fays to Zobetde, and 
her lifters; High, mighty, and adorable miitjefi'es, do 
you command us to cut their throatsr Stay, fays Zo- 
beide, 1 muft examine them lirlL The frightened por- 
ler interrupted her thus : In the name of heaven, don’t 
make me die for another man'serime* 1 am innocent, 
they are to blame. Alas \ fays he, crying. How plea- 
famly did we pnfs our time i ttadfe blind Calenders are 
thecaufc of this misfortune; there's no town in the. 
world but goes to ruin whcre-cver thefe inaufpicuous 
fellows come. Madam, 1 beg you not to deftroy the 
innocent with the gui ty, and confider, that it is more 
glorious to pardon fucb a wretch as 1, who have no 
ways to help myfelf, than to facrihce me to your re- 

fentment, 

Zobeide, notwith ft anting her anger, could not but 
laugh within herfelf at the porter’s lamentation : But 
without anfwering him, fhe fpoke a fecond time to the 
reft ; -AOliver me, fays fhe, and teJlme who you are, 
other wife you lhall not live one moment longer* f can¬ 
not believe you to be hoaeft men, nor perfons of autho¬ 
rity or diiiindiion in your own countries; for if you 
were* you would have b<en more mod eft and more re- * 
fpeftful co ns. 

The caliph, who was naturally impatient, was in¬ 
finitely more impatient than the reft, to find his life de¬ 
pend upon the command of a lady julily incenfed; bat 
he began to conceive ^bme hopes, when he faw the would 
know who they all were: For he imagined ike would 
not take away his life, when once the came-to be in¬ 
formed who he was; therefore he fpoke with alow voice 
to the vizier, who was near him* to declare fpcedily who 
he was : But the vizier being more prudent, refolved to 
five his maftex's honour, and not let the world know 
F 6 the 
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the aiFVout he had brought upon hlmfelf by his own 
weaknefs; and therefore anfwered, We have what vve 
deferve. But if he would have fpoke in obedience 
to the caliph, Zobeide did not give him time : For 
having turned to the Calenders, and feeing them all 
three blind with one eye, Ihe aikedifthey were brothers, 
One of them anfwered, No, madam, no othenvife than 
as we are Calenders ; that is to fay, as we obferve the 
fame rules. Were you born blind of the right eye, 
replied (he? No, Madam, anfwers he, I loft my eye in 
fuch a furprizing adventure, that it would be inftrudlive 
to every body were it in writing £ After that misfortune 
I ihaved my beard and eye-brows, and took the habit of 
a Calender, whieh I now wear- 

Zobeide afked the other two Calenders the fame 
queftion, and Had the fame anfvver ; but he who ipoke 
laft added. Madam, to fhew you that we are no com¬ 
mon fellows, and that you may have fotne con ft derat ion 
for us, be pleafed to know, that we are all three Ions 
of kings; and tho'we never met together till this even- 
ing, yet we have had time enough to make that known 
to one another | and I afTure you that the kings from 
whom we derive our being, made fame nolle in the 
world- 

At this difeourfe Zobeide aflwaged her anger, and 
faid to the ftaves, give them their liberty a while, but 
ffcay here- Thofe who tell us their Mftory, and the 
occafion of their coming, do them no hurt, let them 
go where they pleafe, but do not fpare thofe whorefufe 
to give us that fatisfadlion.—Here Scheherazade ffcopt, 
and her filence, as welt as day-light, giving the Sultan 
to know, that it was time for him to rife, he got up, 
and refoived to hear the reft of the ftory next night ; 
for he was impatient to know who thefe three one-eyed 
Calenders were, 

"Tbs ^Thirty-feventb Night* 

D lnarzade, who alfo took a great deal of pleafure 
to hear the Suita nefs*s ftories, fays to her, about 
the clofe of the following night, Dear fitter, if you be 
not afleep, I conjure you to go on with the agreeable 
fory of the three Calenders, 
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Scheherazade demanded leave of the Sultan, and 
having obtained it; Sir* fays jhe, the three Calenders, 
the caliph, the grand vizier Giafar, the eunuch Mefrour, 
and the porter, were alt in the middle of" the hall, fat 
upon a foot-carpet in the prefenee of the three ladies, 
who fat upon a fofa, and the Haves flood ready to do 
whatever their miftreftes Jliould command. 

The porter, undemanding that he might rid himfelf 
of his danger by telling his hiftory, fpoke firft, and 
faid, Madam, you know my hiftory already, and the 
occafion of my coming hither; fo that what I have 
to fay, will be very fhort. My lady, your filter there, 
called me this morning at the place where I plyed as 
porter, to fee if any body would employ me, that I 
might get my bread ; I followed her to a vintner's, then 
to an herb woman’s, then to one that fold oranges, 
lemons, and citrons, then to a grocer's, next to a con¬ 
fectioner's, and adruggill's, with my baiket upon my 
head as full as l was able to carry k ; then 1 came hither, 
where you had the goodnefs to fuffer me to combine rill 
now, a favour that I (hall never forget. This, madam, 
is my hiftory. 

When the porter had done, Zobeide fays to him. 
Go, march, lerisfee you no mure here. Madam, replies 
the porter, I beg you to let me day ; it would not be 
juft, after the reft have had the pleafure to hear my hif- 
tory, that 1 fhould not alfo have the fatisfaftion to hear 
theirs. And having fpoke thus, fat him down at the 
end of the fofa, g] ad to the heart to have efcaped the 
danger that had frightened him fo much. After him, 
one of the three Calenders directing his fpeech to 
Zobeide, as the principal of the three ladies, and the 
perfon that commanded him to fpeak* began Ms ftory 
thus; * 

The Hifiory of the Flrfi Calender , a King's Son* 

M ADAM, in order to inform you how I loll my 
right eye, and why I was obliged to put myfelf 
into a Calender's habit, l mu ft tell you, that 1 am a 
king's fon born, the king my father had a brother that 
reigned as he did, over a neighbouring kingdom ; and 
the prince* his lbn, and 1 werealmoft of au age. 
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After I hud learned my exercifes, and that the king 
my father granted me fuch liberty as failed my dignity, 
I went orderly every year to fee my uncle, at whofe 
court 1 diverted myfelf during a month or two, and then 
returned again to my father's* Thefe feveral journeys 
gave occa-iion of emit rafting a very firm and particular 
friend fh ip between the prince my coufin, and myfelf. 
The la ft time I faw him he received me with greater 
demon ftrations of tendernefs, than he had done at any 
time before ; and refolding one day to give me a treat, 
he made great preparations for that purpofe* We con¬ 
tinued a long time at table, and after we had both 
flipped very well; Coufin, fays he, you will hardly be 
able to guefs how I have been employed fi nee your 1 aft 
departure from hence, now about a year paft. I have 
had a great many men at work to perfedt a defign I have 
in my mind; i have caufed an edifice lobe Wilt, which 
is now finifhed fo as one may dwell in it: You will not 
be difpleafed if I ihew it you. But hrli you are to pro- 
mi fe me upon oath, that you will keep my fecrct, ac¬ 
cording to the confidence 1 repofe in you* 

' The love and familiarity that was between us, would 
not allow me to refufe him any thing* 1 very readily 
took the oath retired of me; Upon which he fays to 
me. Stay here till I return, I will be with you in a mo¬ 
ment ; and accordingly be came with a lady in his hand, 
of Angular beauty, and magnificently apparelled : He 
did not difeover who fhe war, neither did I think, it 
%vas manners in me to make enquiry. We fat down 
<again with this lady at table, where we continued feme 
time, entertaining ourfeives with difeowfes upon in¬ 
different fubjefts; and now and then a full glafs to 
drink one another's health. After which the prince 
faid, Coufin, we mnft lofe no time, therefore pray 
oblige me to take thk lady along with yon, and con d lift 
her to iuch a place, where you will fee a tomb newly 
built in form of a dome ; you will eaiily know it, the 
gate isopen, go in there together, and tarry till I come, 
which wiU be very fpeedily. 

Being true to tny oath, I made no farther enquiry * 
but took the lady by the hand, and by the direftlon* 
which the prince my coufin had given me, 1 brought 
- her 
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her to the place* by the light of the moon, without 
milling one ftep of the way* We were fcarcely got 
thither, when we faw the prince following after, car¬ 
rying a little pitcher with water, a hatchet* and a little 
bag with plainer. 

The hatchet ferved him to break down the empty 
fepulchre in the middle of the tomb; he took away 
the Rones one after another, and laid them in a corner; 
When all this was taken away, he digged up the ground, 
where 1 faw a trap-door under the fepulchre, which he 
lifted up, and underneath perceived the head of a ftair- 
cafe leading into a vault. Then my coufm, fpeaking 
to the lady, faid. Madam, it is by this way, that we 
are to go to the place 1 told you of: Upon which the 
lady drew nigh, and w ent down , and the prince began 
to follow after ; but turning firft to me, faid. My dear 
coufm, lam infinitely obliged to you for the trouble yon 
have been at, I thank you. Adieu, I cried. Dear coulin, 
what is the meaning of this ? Be content, replied he, 
you may return back the fame way you came. 

Scheherazade being come this length, faw day appear, 
which hindred her to proceed any farther. The Sultan 
got up, but longed very much to know the defign of 
the prince and his lady, which feemed as if they had 
a mind to bury themielves alive, and impatiently wait¬ 
ed for next night, that he might be thoroughly in¬ 
formed of it. 

The Thirty Eighth Night* 

D Inarzade awaked the Sultanefs next night, as ufual, 
and prayed her to continue the hillory of the firft 
Calender. Schahriar having alfo fignified to the Solta- 
nefs, that it would be very pleafing tohim, ftierefumed 
the thread of her difeou rfe as follows : 

Madam, fays the Calender to Zobeide, I could get 
nothing farther from him, but was obliged to take leave 
of him; aa 1 returned to my uncle’s palace, the vapours 
of the wine got up into my head ; however, [ got to 
my apartment, and went to bed. Next morning, when 
1 awaked, 1 began to refledl upon what befel me the 
night before* and after rccellefUng all the eireamfianccs 
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of fuch afingular adventure* I fancied it was nothing 
but a dream* Being full of thefe thoughts I fern to 
fee if the Prince, my coufin, was ready to receive a viik 
from me; but when tney brought word back that he 
did not lie in his own lodgings that night, they knew 
not what was become of him, and were in much 
trouble about it* 1 conceived that the ftrange event of 
the tomb'was but too true* i was fenfibly affiifted at 
it; and Healing away privately from my people, I went to 
the pubjick burying-place* where there wasavaft num¬ 
ber of tombs like that which 1 h P id feen : I fpent the 
day in viewing them one after another, but could not 
find that I fought for* and thus I fpent four days fuc- 
cefSvely in vain. 

You muft know that all this while, the King, my 
uncle, was abfent* and had been a hunting for l'everal 
days; and 1 grew weary of Haying for him, and having 
prayed his miniHers to make my apology to hini at his 
return* I left his palace* and fet out towards my father's 
court* from which I had never been fo long abienr be¬ 
fore* I left the mini Hers of the king, my uncle, in 
great trouble, to think what was become of the prince, 
my coufin ; But becaufeof my oath 1 had made to keep 
his fecrct, I durH not tell them of any thing what 1 
had feen or knew, in order to make them ealy. 

I arrived at my father's capital* the ufuai place of 
his refidence, where, contrary to cuitom, 1 found a great 
guardatthe gate of the palace, who furrounded me as 
I entered, I afked the reafon* and the commanding 
officer replied* Prince, the army has proclaimed the 
grand vizier king, inftead of your father, who is dead, 
and I take you prifoner in the name of the new king. 
At thefe words the guards laid hold of me, and carried 
me before the tyrant: I leave you to judge, madam, 
how much I was furprized and grieved. 

This rebel vizier had entertained a mortal hatred 
agalnft me of a long time, upon this occafton ; When 
1 was a Hrippliug, 1 loved to llioot in a crofs-bow ; and 
being one day upon the terrace of the palace with my 
bow, a bird happening to come by, 1 Ihot, but milTed 
him, and the ball by misfortune hit the vizier, who was 
taking the air upon the terrace of his own houfe* and 
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pat out one of his eyes. As foon as I underftood it, i 
not only lent to make my excufe to him, bu did if in 
pcrfon : Yet he always referred it, and, as opportunity 
offered ? made me fen Able of it. But now. Madam, 
that he had me in his power, he exprefled his refent- 
meat in a very barbarous manner ; for he came to me 
like a mad man, as foon as ever he faw me, and thrull- 
ing his linger into my right eye, pulled it out himfelfj 
and lb, Madam, I became blind of one eye. 

But the ufurper's cruelty did not flop here ; he order¬ 
ed me to be ihut up in a box, and commanded the 
executioner to carry me into the country, to cut off my 
head and leave me to be devoured by the birds of 
prey. The hangman and another carried me thus (hut 
upon horfeback into the country, in order to execute 
the ufurper’s barbarous fentence ; but by my prayers 
and tears, I moved the executioner's companion: Go, 
fays he to me, get you fpeedily out of the kingdom, 
and take heed of ever returning to it, otherwise you 
will certainly meet your own ruin, and be the caufe of 
mine, I thanked him for the favour he did me ; and as 
foon as I was left alone, 1 comforted myfelf for the lofs 
of my eye, by confidering that I had very narrowly 
efcaped much greater danger. 

Being in fuch a condition I could not travel far at a 
time ; l retired to remote places while it was day, and 
travelled as far by night as my ffrength would allow me. 
At laft I arrived in the dominions of the king, my un¬ 
cle, and came to his capital, 

1 gave him a long detail of the tragical caufe of my 
return, andof the lad condition he few me in, Alast 
cried he, was it not enough for me to have loft myfon, 
.but mull I have alfo news of the death of a brother I 
loved fo dearly, and fee you alfo reduced to this deplo¬ 
rable condition ? He told me how uneafy he was, that he 
could hear nothing of his fon, notwith(landing all the 
diligence and enquiry he could make. At theie words, 
the unfortunate father burff out into teas, and was fo 
much afflicted, that pitying his grief, it was impo/Tibiefor 
me to keep the fecrct any longer ; fothat notwithftand- 
ingmy oath to the prince my coufm, 1 told the king his 
father all chat 1 knew. 
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His majefty littened to me wirhfotoe fort of comfort r 
and when I had done Nephew* fays he* what you tell 
me gives me feme hope. I knew that my fon ordered 
that tomb to be buik, and I can guefi pretty near at the 
place and with the Idea you ftill have of it, I fancy we 
Jhall find k: But fince he ordered it to be built private¬ 
ly, and you took your oath to keep his fecret, i am of 
opinion, that we ought to go in queftof it alone, with¬ 
out faying any thing. But he had another reafon for 
keeping the matterlecret, which he did not then tell me, 
and an important realbn it was, as you will perceive by 
the fequd of my difeourfe. 

We both of us difguifed ourfelves and went out by 
a door of the garden which opened into the field, and 
foon'found what we fought for. I knew the tomb, and 
was fo much the more rejoiced at it, becaufe 1 had for¬ 
merly fought it along time in vain. We entered, and 
found the iron trap pulled down upon the entrance of 
the Hair-cafe ; we had much ado to raife it, becaufe the 
prince had fattened it in the infide with the water and 
mortar formerly mentioned, but at lafl we did get it up. 

The king, my uncle, went down firft, I followed, 
and we went down about fifty Heps. When we came to 
the foot of the Hairs, we found a fort of ante-chamber, 
full of a thick fmoke, an ill-feent, which obfeured the 
lamp that gave a very faint light. 

From this ante-chamber, weeame info another, very 
large, fupponed by great columns, and lighted by 
feventl branched candleHicks. There was a cittern ill 
the middle, and provifions of feveral forts Handing on 
one fide of it; but we were very much furprized to fee 
nobody. Before us there appeard an high fofa, which 
we mounted by federal Heps* and over this, there ap¬ 
peared a very large bed, with the curtains drawn dole* 
The king went up, and opening the curtains, perceived 
the prince his fon and the lady in bed together, but 
burnt and changed to a coal, as if they had been thrown 
into a great tire, and taken out again before they were 
con fumed, 

% But that which fur prized me moil of all was, that 
though this fpeffcaele filled me with horrour* the king, 
my uncle, inttead of tefti lying his for row to fee the 

, prince. 
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prince, hi^ Ton, in a frightfuUcondiEion, fpit on his 
lace, and fays to him, with a dildainfuJ air, r This is 
4 the pumlhment of this world, but that ol the other 
* will lali to eternity j 1 and not content with tnis, he 
pulled off his fan dal, and gave his Am a great blow cm 
the cheek with it. 

But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, it is day ; lam forty 
your majeftys time will not allow you to hear me far¬ 
ther. This ftory appearing very ftrange to the Sul¬ 
tan, he got up, and refoived to hear the roll of it next 
night* 

thirty-ninth Night* 

D lnarzade being awake fooncr than ordinary, called 
her filler Scheherazade* My good Sultanefs, fays 
ihe, I pray you make an end of your ftory of the fir ft 
Calender, for 1 am ready to die with impatience till I 
know the ifTne of it* Very well then, faid Schehera¬ 
zade; you remember how the firlt Calender continued 
his (lory to Zobeide; I cannot enough exprefs, madam, 
faid he, how much I was aftoniihed when I Taw the 
king, my uncle, abufe the prince, his fon, thus after 
he was dead* Sir, faid I, whatever grief this difmal 
fight is capable to imprefs upon me, I am forced to fuf- 
pend it, on purpofe to afk your majefty what crime the 
prince my con fin may have committed, that his corpfe 
ihould deferve this fort of treatment ? Nephew, replied 
the king, I mutt tell you, that my fon (who is unworthy 
of that name) loved his filler from his infancy, and fa 
Ih'e did him ; I did not hinder their growing love, be- 
caufe 1 did not forefee the pernicious confequence of it. 
This cendernefs increafed as they grew in years, and 
came tofuch a head, that 1 dreaded the end of it* At 
hit, I applied fuch remedies as were in irrypower; I 
not only gave my fon a fevere reprimand in pnvate f 
laying before him the foulnefs of the pafiion he was en¬ 
tertaining, and the eternal dilgrace he would bring upon 
my family, if he per filled in fuch criminal courfes; 
bat 1 alio re prefe rated the tame thing to my daughter; 
and belidcs, 1 ihut her up lo clofe that the could have 
no converfatkm with her brother* But that unfortunate 

creature 
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creature had fw allowed fo much of the poifon, that all 
the obfhdes which by my prudence 1 could lay in the 
wav* ferved only the more to inflame her love. 

My fon being perfuaded of his filter’s conftancy, on 
pretence of building a tomb, caufed this fubcerianeous 
habitation to be made, io hopes to find one day or other 
an opportunity to pofiefs himfelf of that object which 
was the eauie of his flame, and to bring her hither. He 
laid hold on the time of my abfence, to enter by force 
into the place of his fitter’s confinement; but that is a 
thing which my honour would not fuller me to make 
publick, And after fo damnable an aft ion, he came 
and inclofed himfelf and her in displace, which he hat 
Applied, as you fee, with all forts of proviftons, that 
he might enjoy his detellable pleafuresfor a longtime, 
which ought to be a fubjeft of horror to all the world * 
but God, that would not fuffer fuch an abomination, 
has juftly punlfhed them both. At thefe words, lie- 
in elted into tears, and I joined^ine with his. 

After a while, catting his eyes upon me. Dear ne¬ 
phew, cried he, embracing me, if I have loft that un¬ 
worthy fon, I fliall happily find in you what will better 
fupply his place. And upon feme other refleftions he 
made on the doleful end of the prince and princefs hU 
daughter, we both fell into a new fit of weeping. 

We went up the fame ftairs, again, and departed at 
laft from that difmal place. We let down again the 
trap-door, and covered it with earth, and fuch other 
materials as the tomb was built of, on purpofe to hide, 
as much as lay In our power, fo terrible an effeft of the 
wrath of God. 

We had not been very long got back to the palace, 
unperceived by any one* but we heard a confuted noife 
of trumpets, drmhs, and other inftruments oi war ; 
we foon underftood by the thick cloud of dull, which 
almoft darkened the air, that it was the arrival ot a 
formidable army. And it proved to be the fame vizier 
that had dethroned my father, and ufurped his throne, 
who with a vaft number of troops was alfo come to pol- 
fefs himfelf of that of the king my unde. 

That prince, who, then had only his ufual guards 
about him, could not refill fo many enemies ^ they in¬ 
verted 
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veiled the city, and the gates being opened to them 
without any refinance, they very foon became mailers 
of the city, and broke into the palace where the king, 
my uncle was, who defended hmifelf till he was killed, 
and fold his life at a dear rate; for my part, 1 fought 
as well as I could for a while ; but leeing we were 
forced to fubroit to a fuperior power, f thought on my 
retreat and fafcty, which I had the good fortune to ef¬ 
fect by fome back ways, and got to one of the king's 
fervants, on whofe fidelity I could depend. 

Being thus furrounded with forrows, and perfectited 
by fortune, I had rccourfe to a flratagem, which was 
the only means left me to fave my life ; I eaufed my 
beard and eye-brows to be lhaved, and putting on a 
Calender's habit, i palled, unknown by any, out of 
the city ; after that, by degrees, T found it eafy to get 
out of my uncle's kingdom, by taking the by-roads, 

I avoided pacing through towns, until I was got into 
the empire of the mighty governor of the mufTelmen, 
the glorious and renowned Caliph Haroun Alrafchid, 
when 1 thought myfelf out of danger; and confidering 
what I was to do, 1 refolved to come to Bagdad, in¬ 
tending to throw myfelf at that monarch's feet, whofe 
generofity is every where applauded, I fhall move him 
to companion, faid I to myfelf, by the relation of my 
furprizing misfortunes, and without doubt he will take 
pity on fuch an unfortunate prince, and notfuffer me to 
implore his afTiilance in vain. 

In fhort, after a journey of fcvernl months, I arrived 
yeBerday at the gate of this city, into which I entered 
about the dufk of the evening; and Banding Bill a little 
while to revive my fpirits, and to confider on which 
hand 1 was to torn, this other Calender you fee here 
next to me, came alfo along; he faluted me, and I 
him : You appear, faid I, to be a Branger as I am* 
You are not miBaken, replied he* He had no fooner 
returned this anfwer* but that third Calender ypu fee 
there overtook us* He faluted us, and told us, he was 
a Branger newly come to Bagdad ; fo that as brethren 
we joined together, refolving not to feparate from one 
another. 
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embafly, for feveral reafons ; he was pcrfuaded that 
nothing could be more commendable in a prince of my 
age, chan to tra\ r el and fee foreign courts; and befides, 
he was very glad to gain the fhendlhip of the Indian 
Sultan. 1 departed with the ambafiador, but with no 
great retinue, becaufe of the length and difficulty of the 
journey. 

When we had travelled about a month, we difcovered 
at a di fiance a great cloud of duit, and under that we 
faw very foon fifty horfe-men well armed, that were 
robbers, coming to /ards us at a full gallop, Schehera¬ 
zade perceiving day, told the Sultan of it, who got up ; 
butdeftring to know whatpali between the fifty meuen 
horlehack and the Indian ambaffador, this prince was 
fbmewhat impatient till next night came. 

The Forty fir ft Night* 

I T was aimed day when Dinarzade awakened next 
morning, and called to her filler. If you be not 
afleep, dear filler, I pray you continue the fiory of the 
fecond Calender. Scheherazade began in this manner ■ 
Madam, fays the Calender, (always fpeaking to 
beide) as we had ten horfes laden with baggage and 
other prefents, that I was ro carry to the Indian lultan 
from the king my father, and that my retinue was but 
fmall, you may eaiily judge that thefe robbers came 
boldly up to us; and not being in a pofiure to make any 
opposition, we told them, that we were amba/iadors, be- 
longing to the fultan of the Indies, and hoped they would 
attempt nothing contrary to that refpeft that Is due to 
them, thinking by this means to five our equipage 
and our lives : but the robbers moll infolcntly replied. 
For what reafcn would you have us ffiew any refpedl 
to the Sultan your mailer? We are none of his fub- 
je&s, nor are we upon his territories: And having 
fpoke thus, they furrounded and fell upon us; t de¬ 
fended myfelf as long as I could ; but finding my- 
felf wounded, and feeing the ambaffador with his fer- 
vants and mine lying on the ground, I made ule of 
what ftrength was yet remaining in my horfe, who was 
allb very much wounded, and feparated myfelf from 
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the crowd, and rude away as fatt as he could carry me ; 
but he happening all of a hidden to fall under me, by 
wearinefs and the lofs of blood, he fell down dead. I 
got rid of him in a trice; and finding that I was not 
purfued, it made me judge the robbers were not willing 
to quit the booty they had got* 

Scheherazade perceiving day coining on, was obliged 
to (lop here, O filler^ lays Dinarzade, to-morrow I 
lhaji be more diligent, m hopes you will make repara¬ 
tion to the Sultan for the lofs that his curiofity has fuf- 
tained through my negleft. Schahriar arofe without fay¬ 
ing one word, and went to his dual confutation. 

he Forty-fecond Night, 

D Inarzade failed not to call the Sultanefs a good 
while before day : My dear fitter, fays the, ii you 
be not afleep, I pray you re fume the flory of the Ca¬ 
lender. I confent to it fays Scheherazade ; and fo 
continued it in thefe words; 

Here you fee me, fold the Calender, all alone, wound¬ 
ed, deilitute of all help, and in a llrange country ; I 
durtt not betake myfelf to the high road, fearing I 
might fall again into the hands of thefe robbers. When 
1 had bound up my wound, which was not dangerous, 
1 marched on the rett of the day, and arrived at the foot 
of a mountain, where I perceived a pafTage into a 
cave ; I went in, and ttaid there that night with little 
fatisfafiion, after I had eaten fome fruits that I gather¬ 
ed by the way, 

1 continued my journey for feveral days following, 
without finding any place of abode : But after a month's 
time, I came to a large town well inhabited, and fituated 
fo much the more advantageoufly, that it was furrounded 
withfeveral rivers, fo that it enjoyed a perpetual fpring* 
The pleafant objects which then prefen ted themfelves 
to my view, afforded me feme joy, and fufpended for 
lome time the moitaj for row with which 1 was over¬ 
whelmed, to find myfelf in inch a condition. My face, 
hands, and feer were all tawney and fun-burnt, and by 
my long journey, my ihoes and dockings were quite 
worn out, fo that l was forced to walk bare-footed ; 
Vql. L G and 
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and beiides, my clothes were all in rags, I entered 
into the town to inform myfelf where 1 was, and ad- 
drcffed myfdf to a tayior that was-at work in his fhop ; 
who perceiving by my air, that 1 was a perfon of more 
note than my outward appearance befpoke me to be, 
made me to Bt down by him, and alked me who I was, 
and from whence I came, and what had brought me 
thither ? I did not conceal any thing of all that had 
befallen me, nor made I any temple to difeover my 
quality. 

The tayior liftened with attention to my words ; but 
after I had done fpeaking, infiead of giving me any 
confutation, he augmented my forrow : Take heed, 
fays he, how you difeover to any perfon what you have 
now declared to me ; for the prince of this country is 
the greatefl enemy that the king, your father, has, 
and he will certainly do you fome mifehief, when he 
comes to hear of your being in this city. I made no 
doubt of the tay tor’s fincerity, when he named the 
prince: But fince that enmity, which is between rny 
father and him, has no relation to my adventures, I 
mull beg your pardon, madam, if I pafs it over with 
filence. 

I returned the tayior thanks for his good advice, and 
Ike wed myfelf inclinable wholly to follow his tounfel, 
and affured him that his favours Ihould never be forgot 
by me. And as he believed I could not hut be hungry, 
he caufed them tobring mefomewlut meat, and offered 
me at the fame time a lodging in his houle* which £ 
accepted. Some days after, finding me pretty well 
recovered of the fatigue I had endured by a long and 
tedious journey, and befidcs, being fenfible that moll 
princes of our religion did apply themfelves to fome 
art or calling, that might Hand them in ftcad upon oc- 
cafion, he alked me, if ITiad learned any thing whereby 
I might get a livelihood, and not be burthenfome to any 
man? I told him that I underilood the taws, both divine 
and human j that i was a grammarian and poet i and 
above all, that I underftood writing perfectly well* 
By all this, fays he, you will not be able, in this 
country, to purchafe yourfelf one morfel of bread ; 
nothing U of lefs ufc here than thote fciences; but if 
6 you 
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vou will be adviled by me, fays he, drefs yourfetf in a 
labourer's habit; andiincc you appear to be llrong, 
aad ol a good cortllitutton, you (hall go into the next 
fareft and cut down fire-wood, which you may bring 
to the market to be fold ; and l can aflure you it will 
turn to fo good an account that you may live by it, 
without dependence upon any man : And by this means 
you will be in a condition to wait for the favourable 
minute, when heaven (hall think fit to dilpel thofe 
clouds of misfortune that thwart your happinefs, and 
oblige you to conceal your birth ; X will take care to 
fopply you with a rope and a hatchet. 

The fear of being known, and the neceflity t was 
tinder of getting a livelihood, made me agree to this 
propofol, tiotwith (landing all the meannefs and hardships 
that attended it. The day following the taylor brought 
roe a rope, a hatchet, and a ihort coat, and recommend¬ 
ed me to fome poor people that gained their bread 
afterthe fame manner, that they might take me into 
their company. They conduced me to the wood, and 
the fir ft day 1 brought in as much upon my head as 
brought me half a piece of gold, which is the money 
of that country : For though the wood is not far diltent 
from the town, yet it was very fcarce there, by reafon 
that few or none would be at the trouble to go and cut 
it, I gained a good ium of money in a (hort time, and 
repaid my taylor what he had advanced for me. 

I continued this way of living for a whole yearj and 
one day that by chance I was gone farther into the 
wood than ufual, 1 happened to light on a very pleafant 
place, where I began to cut down wood ; and in pull¬ 
ing up the root of a tree, I efpled an iron rin?, failen- 
ed to a trap-door of the fame metal, J took away the 
earth that covered it, and having lifted it up favv Hairs, 
which I went down with my ax in my hand. 

When I was come to the bottom of the Hairs, I found 
myfdfin a large palace, which put me into a mighty 
consternation, becaufe of a great light which appeared 
as clear in it, as if it had'been above ground in the 
open air. X went forward along a gallery, fupporred 
by pillars of jafper, the bafe and chapiters of mafly 
gold : But feeing a lady of a noble and free air, and 
& 2 extraordinary 
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extraordinary beautiful, coining towards me, this turn¬ 
ed my eyes from beholding any other objeft hut her* 
alone. 

Here Scheherazade flopped, becaufc day appeared: 
But Dinarzade laid. Dear fifter, l confeis lam extreme !y 
well pleated with what you have told us to-day, and I 
do imagine that the Following pan mail be no I.efs fur- 
prizing. You are not millaken faid the Sultanefs, for 
the remainder of this ftory of the fecond Calender is 
better worth my lord the Sultan's attention, than all 
that he has hitherto heard, I doubt that, fays Schah- 
riar, (as he was getting up) but we fhall know that to¬ 
morrow, 

^Tbe Forty-third Night* 

T HE Sultanefs being awaked as ufual, gave the 
Sultan an account, that the fecond Calender con¬ 
tinued the flory thus; Being defirous, fay? he, to ipare 
the lady the trouble to come to me, 1 made hafte to 
meet her; and as f was faluting her with a low bow, 
ihe afked me. What are you, a man or a genie * A man, 
madam, faid I; I have no correfpondence with genies. 
By what adventure, faid lire, (fetching a deep figh) are 
you come hither? I have lived here thefc twenty-five 
years, and never faw any man but yourfelf during that 
time* 

Her great beauty, which had already fmitten me, 
and the fweetnefs and civility wherewith fhe received 
me, made me bold to fay to her. Madam, before I have 
the honour to fatisfy your curiofity, give me leave to tell 
you, that 1 am infinitely faiisfied with this unexpected 
rencounter, which offers me an occafion of confolation 
in the midft of my affiifton; and perhaps it may give 
me an opportunity to make you alfo more happy than 
you are. I gave her a true account by what lirange 
accident Ihe faw me, the fon of a king, in fuch a con¬ 
dition as then I appeared in her pretence ; and how 
fortune would have it, that 1 fhould dlfcover the en¬ 
trance into that magnificent priton> where I had found 
her, but in an uneaiy condition, according to appear¬ 
ance* 
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Alas! prince, (hid the, (fig King once more) you have 
juft Cnufe to believe this rich and pompous prifon cannot 
be otlienvife than a moil wearifome abode : the mod 
charming place in the world being no way delightful 
when vve are detained there contrary to our will. *Tis 
notpoflihle but you have heard of the great Epitimaru*, 
king of the I fie of Ebene, fo called from that precious 
wood it produces in abundance; 1 am the prined’s, his 
daughter. 

The king, my father, had chofen for me a hufband, 
a prince, that was my coufin; baton my wedding-night/ 
in the midft of the rejoicing, that was in the court, and 
the capital city of the kingdom of the ills of Ebene, 
before I was given to my fpoufe, ,a genie took me 
away, I fainted at the lame moment, and loll ail my 
fenfes ; but when X came to inyfelf again, 1 found my- 
felf in this place. 1 was a long time inconfoieable, but 
time and tiecelfity have aceuftomedme to fee and receive 
the genie. J Tis twenty-five years, as 1 told you before, 
that i have continued in this place, where, I mu ft con- 
fefs, I have every thing that 1 can wiftt for neceffaryto 
life, and alfo every thing that can fatisfy a princefs that 
loves nothing but fine dreffes and fafhions. 

Every ten days, fays the princefs, the genie comes 
hither to lie with me one night, which he never exceeds ; 
and the excufe he makes for it is, that he is married to 
another wife, who would grow jealous, if Ihe came to 
know Jiow unfaithful he was to her : Mean while, if I 
have occafion for him by day, or night, as fooft as I 
touch a talifman, which is at the entrance into my cham¬ 
ber, the genie appears, It is now the fourth day fince 
he was here, and I do not expe£X him before the end of 
fix more ; fo, if you pi cafe, you may ft ay five days and 
keep me company, and l will endeavour to entertain 
you according to your quality and merit. I thought 
my felf too fortunate, to have obtained fo great a favour 
without afking it, to refui'e fo obliging a "proffer. The 
princefs made me go into a bagnio, which was the molt 
handfome, the molt commodious, and the moll fomptu* 
ous, that could be imagined ; and when 1 came forth, 
inftead of my own clothes I found another very coftjy 
fuit, which I did not efteem fo much for its ridmefs, as 
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that it made me look worthy to be in her company, 
We fat down on a fofa covered with rich tapeftry, with 
culhions to lean upon of the rareft Indian brocade; 
and fome time after ihe covered a table with feveral 
difhes of delicate meats. We ate together* and palled 
the remaining part of the day with much fatkfaCf ion ; 
and at night ihe received me to her bed. 

The next day* as file contrived all manner of ways to 
pleafe me, fhe brought in, at dinner, a bottle of old 
wine, the moil excellent that ever was tailed, and, out 
of complaisance ihe drank fome pan of it with me. 
When my head grew hot with the agreeable liquor. Fair 
princefs, faid I, you have been too long thus buried 
alive; come, follow me, and enjoy the real day, from 
which you have been deprived lb many years, and 
abandon this falfe light, that you have here. Prince, 
replied fhe, with a fmile, leave this dilcourfe, if you 
out of ten days will grant me nine, and refign the laft 
to the Genie, the fairelf day that ever was would be 
nothing in my efteem, Princefs, faid I, ! tis the fear 
of the genie th$t makes you fpeak thus ; for my part, 
T value him fo little that i will break his talifman, 
with the conjuration that’s wrote about it, in pieces* 
Lee him come then, 1 will expeft him, and how brave 
or redoubtable foever he be, I will make him feel the 
weight of my arm : I fwcar folemnly that I will extir¬ 
pate all the genies in the world, and him firft* The 
princefs, who knew the confequence, conjured me not 
to touch the talifman, for that would be a means, faid 
fhe, to ruin both you and me ; I know what belongs to 
genres better than you. The fumes of the wine did 
not fuffer me to hearken to her reaforts ; but I gave the 
talifman a kick with my foot, and broke it in fever a 1 
pieces. 

At thefe words Scheherazade perceiving day, grew 
£knt, and the Sultan got up, not doubting but the 
breaking of the talifman had fome remarkable event, 
and therefore refolved to hear that ftory to the end. 
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Tie Forty-fourth Night. 

D Fnarzade being awaked fomewhat before day, 
fays to the SuTtanefs, Sifter, if you are not afleep, 

I pray you acquaint us with what happened in the fub- 
terranean palace, after the prince had broke the talifman. 

1 am juft going to relate it, fays, Scheherazade, Upon 
which, re-a flam mg her narrative, the continued herdii- 
courfe thus, ia the perfon of the iccond Calender- 
The talifman was no fooner broke but the palace 
began to (hake, and was ready to fall, with a hideous 
node like thunder, accompanied with flaihes of light¬ 
ning, and a great darknefs. This terrible noife in a 
moment difpelled the fumes of my wine, and made me 
fenfible, but too lace, of the folly I had committed- 
Princefs, cried 1, what means all this? She anfweved 
in a fright, and without any concern for her own mis¬ 
fortune, Alas 1 youTe undone, if you do not efcape 
prefently- 

I followed her advice, and my fears were fo great, 
that 1 forgot my hatchet and cords, X was fcarcely got 
to the flairs by which I came down, when the inehant- 
ed palace opened at once, and made a paffage for the 
genie; he afleed the princefs in great anger, What 
has happened to you, and why did you call me? f A 
* qualm at in y ftomach, faid the princefs, made me 
' fetch this bottle which you fee here, out of which I 
f drank twice or thrice, and by mifchance made a falfe 
1 Hep, and fell upon the talifman, which is broke, and 
* that is all the matter * 1 

At this anfwer, the furious genie told her, € You are 
* a falfe woman, and a liar_: flow came that ax and 
f thole cords there ?* f i nev.er faw them till this moment* 
f faid the princefs- Your coming in fuch an impetuous 
* manner has, it may be, forced them up in fome place 
‘ as you came along, and fo brought them hither with- 
* out your knowing it*' 

The geaie made no other anfwer but what was ac¬ 
companied with reproaches and blows, of which I 
heard the nolle- 1 could not endure to hear the pitiful 
cries a ad hums of the princefs fo cruelly abufed ; I had 
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already laid. off the fuit (he made put on, and took 
my own, which I had laid on the fta;rs the day before, 
when I came out of the bagnio: J made haftc up ftanv 
being fo much the more full of forrow and companion* 
that i had been the caufe of fo great a misfortune, and 
that by facrificing the fai reft princefs on earth to the 
barbarity of a mercilefs genie, I was become the moil 
criminal and ungrateful of mankind. ’Tis tree, faid I, 
ftie has been a prifoner thefe twenty-five years; but fet- 
ting liberty afide fhe wanted nothing that could make 
her happy- My madnefs has put an end to her happi- 
nefs and brought upon her the cruelty of an unmerciful 
devil; I let down the trap-door, covered it again with 
earth, and returned to the city with a burden of wood, 
which £ bound up without knowing what I did ; fo great 
was my trouble and for row- 

My landlord, the taylor, was very much rejoiced to 
fee me: Your abfence, fttid he, has difquieted me very 
much* by reafon you had entrufted me with the fecret of 
your birth, and i knew not what to think ; f was afraid 
fomebody had known you; God be thanked for your 
return. 1 thanked him for his zeal and affection, but 
never a word cur ft I fay of what had pail, nor the reafon 
why 1 came back without my hatchet and cords. 

I retired to my chamber, where f reproached myfelf 
a thouf&hd times for my exceffrve imprudence: Nothing 
(laid I) could have paralleled the princefs’s good fo-r^ 
tune and mine, had I forborn to break the tali I man. 

While I was thus giving myfelf over to melancholy 
thoughts, the taylor came in and told me. An old man, 
faid he, whom 1 do not know, brings me here your 
hatchet and cords, which he found in his way, as he 
Lells me, and underiiood by your comrades that go along 
with you to the woods, that you lodge here; come out 
and fpeak to him, for he will deliver them to none but 
yourielf. 

At this difeourfe I changed colour, and fell a trem¬ 
bling. While the taylor was afltingme the reafon, my 
chamber-dcor opened at once, and the old man, having 
no patience to Itay, appeared to us with my harchet, and 
Cords. This was the genie, the ravilher of the fair 
princefs of tire ifte of Ebene, who had thus difguifed 
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Jiiuifelf, after he had treated her with the utrrsoft barba' 
rity, I am a genre, faid he, Ton of the daughter of 
ElGis, prince of genres : Is not this your hatchet, laid 
he, fpeaking tome, and are not thefe your cords? 

Here Scheherazade faw day and left off* The Suhan 
found theftoryof the fecund Calender, too curious, not 
to defire that he might hear it out; and therefore got 
up, with an intent ion to hear the reft next morning* 

The Forty-fifth Night* 

T HE day following, Dinarzsde calls upon the 
Suhanefs, My d'ear fitter, pray tell us how the 
genie treated the prince* I would fansfy your curiofity, 
replied Scheherazade ; and then re-uffjmed her ftory 
of the fccond Calender thus: 

The Calender continuing his difeourfe to Zobeide, 
Madam, fays he, after the genie had put the queftion 
to me, he gave me no time to anfwcr, not was it in my 
power ; fo much had his errible afpeft put me befide 
myfelf* Hegrafpcd me by the middle, dragged me out 
of the chamber, and mounting into the air, carried me 
tip as high as the fkies with fuch fwiftnefs, that I per¬ 
ceived 1 was got fo high without being able to take 
notice of the way he carried me in fo few moments. He 
defcended again in like manner to the earth, which on 
a fudden he caufed to open with a knock of his foot, 
and fo furlk down at once, where T found myfelf in the 
inchanted palace, before the fair princefs of the 1 fie of 
Ebcne, But alas, what a fpeftacle was there ! X law 
that which pierced me to the heart ; this poor princefs 
was quite naked, all in blood, and laid upon the ground, 
more like one dead than alive, with her cheeks all bathed 
in tears* , ' 

Perfidious wretch, faid the genie to her, pointing at 
me, is not this your gallant ? She cat! her languishing 
eyes upon me, and anfwered mournfully, I do not know 
him, 1 never faw him till this moment. What, faid 
the genie, he is the cabfe of thy being in the condition 
thou artjuftly in; and yet dareif thou fay thou doll not 
know him ? If I do not know him, faid the princefs, 
would you have me to make a lye on purpofe to ruin 
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him? Oh then, faid the genie* pulling cut 2 feymetar 
and printing it to the princefs, if you never faw him 
before* take tne feymetar, and cut oiFhU head. Alas, 
replied the princefs, how is it pofiible that 1 Ihould 
execute ivhatyou would force me to do? My flrength is 
fo far fpent, that I cannot lift up my arm ; and if I 
could how Ihould i have the heart to take away an in-* 
nocent man's life, and one 1 do not know? This re- 
fofal* fatd the genie to the princefs, fuiikiently informs 
me of your crime. Upon which* turning to me 1 And, 
thou, faid he, doll thoti not know her? 

1 fbould have been the moil ungrateful wretch, and 
the mail perfidious of all mankind, if I had not fliewn 
myfelf as faithful to the princefs as (he was to me, who 
bad been thecaufe of her misfortunes. Therefore l an- 
fvered the genie, How ihould t know her* that never 
faw her till now? If that be fo, laid he* take the fey- 
metar* and cutoff her head ; On this condition I will 
fet thee at liberty, for then I fhall be convinced that 
thou didll never fee her till this very moment, as thou 
fay’ll thyfeif. With all my heart, replied 1, and took 
the fey me tar in my hand. 

But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, it is day, and I ought 
not to abufe your majefly’s patience* Thefe are won¬ 
derful events, fa id the Sultan to himfelf* We ihall 
know to morrow if the prince was fo cruel as to pay 
obedience to the genie’s command. 

’The Forty-Jtxtb Fight* 

IT THEN the night was near at an end, Dinarzade 
Yy calls upon the Sultanefs ; Siller, if you be not 
afieep, 1 would pray you to continue the flory which you 
could not finilh yefterday* 1 will, faid Scheherazade j 
and without lofs of time you fhall underftand, that the 
fecond Calender went on thus 1 

Do not 1 hi.*k, madam, that 1 drew near to the fair 
princefs of the flea of Ebene, to be the executioner of 
the genie's barbarity, I did it only to demonftrate by 
my behaviour* as much as poflibte, that as ihe had 
fhewn her refolution to facrifice her life for my fake, 
that 1 would no; refufe to laciifice mine lot her’s. ; The 
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prineefa, not with landing her pain and fuffenng, npder* 
Hood my meaning ; which fhe fignified by an obliging 
look, and made me understand her willingnefs to dit 
for mej and chat fhe was fatisfied to fee how willing 
I was alfo to die for her. Upon this 1 flopped back, and 
threw the fcymccar on the ground, 1 lhall forever, fays 
I to the genie be hateful to all mankind fhould I be lo 
bale as to murder, I do not only fay a perfon whom X 
do not know, but alfo a lady like this, who is ready to 
give up the ghoii; do with me what you pleafe, iince. 

1 am in your power j I cannot obey your barbarous 
commands* 

I fee, laid the genie, that you both out-brave me, 
and inful t my jeaJoufy ; but both of you fhsll know by 
the treatment i give you, what X am capable to do- 
At thefe words the monfter took up the feymetar, and 
cut off one of her hands, which left her only fo much 
life as to give me a token with the ocher that fhe bid 
me for ever adieu* For the blood fhe had loll before, 
and that which gufbed out then, did not permit her to 
live above one or two moments after this barbarous 
cruelty ; the fight of which threw me into a fit* Wien 
I was come to myfeif again, I expostulated with the 
genie, why he made me languish in expe&ation of 
death : Strike, cried l, for I am ready to receive die 
mortal blow, and exped it as the greated favour you 
can flic w me. But in Head of agreeing to that. Look ye, 
fays he, how genres treat their wives whom they fufpedt 
of unfaith/alneis; fhe has received thee here, and were 
I certain chat fhe had put any further affront upon me, 
I would make thee to die this minute: but I will con¬ 
tent inyfclf to transform thee into a dog, ape, Hon, or 
bird; take thy choice of any of thefe, 1 will leave it 
to chyfeJf- 

Thefe words gave me fome hopes to mollify him ; O 
genie, laid J, moderate your paffion, andftncq you will 
not take away my life, give ic me geueroudy; X ftjail 
a ways remember your clemency, if you pardon me, as 
one of the belt men in the world pardoned one of 
his neighbours that bore him a mortal hatred. The 
genic aflted me what had pa fled between thole two 
neighbours, and faid, he would have patience till he 
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heard the tfory, which I told him thus; and f believe, 
madam, you will not take it ill, if I alfo relate it to 
you. 

Story of the envious Man, and of him that he envied* 

I N a confiderable town, two perfons dwelt next door 
to one another ; one of them conceived fuch a violent 
hatred againft the other, that he who was hated refolved 
to remove his dwelling farther off, being perfuaded that 
dieir being neighbours was the only caufe from whence 
his anhnofi ty did arile: For tho* he had done him feveral 
pieces of fervice, he found, neverthelefs, that his hatred 
was nothing diminifhed ; therefore he fold his houfe, 
with what goods he had left, and retired to the capital 
city of that kingdom, which was not far dilhnt. He 
bought a little fpot of ground, which lay about half a 
league from the city; he had a houfe convenient enough, 
with a fine garden, and a pretty fpacions court, wherein 
there wai a deep well, which was not in ufe* 

The honcll man having made this purchafe, put on 
a dervllVs or monk's habit, to lead a retired life, and 
caufed feveral cells to be made in the houfe, wherein a 
fhort time he eftablifhed a numerous fociety of dervifes ; 
lie came foon to be publickly known by hU virtue thro 1 
which he acquired the efteem of a great many people, 
as well of the commonalty as of the chief of the city, 
fn £horf, he was extremely honoured and cherifhed by 
every one. People came from afar to recommend them- 
felvcs to his prayers; and all tbofe who came to live 
with him, publifhed what bleffings they received thro 1 
Ids means. 

The great reputation of this honeft man having fpread 
to the town from whence he came, it touched the envious 
man fo much to the quick, that he left his houfe and 
affairs, with a refoltman to go and ruin him. With this 
intent he went to the new convent of dervifes, of which 
his former neighbour was the head, who received him 
with alt imaginable tokensof friendfhip, The envious 
ihan 10 Id him that he was come on purpofe to com¬ 
municate a bufinefs of importance to him, which he 
could not do but in private ; and becaufe that nobody 
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fliall hear us. Let us, fays he, take a walk in your court, 
and feeing night begins to draw on* command your 
demies to retire to their cells. The head of the der- 
vifes did as he required* 

When the envious man f&w that he was alone with 
this good man, he began to tell him his errand, walk- 
ingfide by fide in the court* till he law his opportunity; 
and getting the good man near the brink of the well* he 
gave him a thru II, and pufhed bim into it, without any 
body’s being witnefs to fo wicked an adtion, Having 
done thus, he marched oif immediately, got out at the 
gate of the convent, without being known of any one, 
and came home to his own houfe well fatisited with his 
journey, being fully perfuaded that the objeffc of his 
hatred was no more in this world; but he found himfelf 
highly mUlaken. 

Scheherazade could go no farther, becaufe day began 
to appear. The Sultan conceived great indignation 
again ft the envious man, and fays to himfelf, I heartily 
wiih that no hurt may have come to this honeft man, I 
hope to hear to-morrow that heaven did not forfake 
him on this occafion. 

The FQriy~ft<uenth Nights 

I F you be not afleep, filler, faid Dinarzade, next 
morning, I conjure you to tell us if the honed 
dervife came fafe and found out of the well* Yes r re¬ 
plied Scheherazade : And the fecond Calender purfued 
his ilory thus: This old well, fays he, was inhabited 
by fairies and genies, which happened luckily for the 
relief of the head of the convent ; for they received 
and fupported him, and carried him to the bottom, fo 
that he got no hurt- He perceived well enough that 
there was fomething extraordinary in his fall, which 
muil otherwife have coft him his life; whereas he neither 
faw nor felt any thing. But he foon heard a voice, 
which faid. Do you know what honefl man this is* 
to whom we have done this piece of fervice f Another 
voice anfwered. Ho* To which the firll replied. Then J 
will tell you. This man out of charity, the greateft 
that ever was known, left the town he Jived m, and 
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has eflabliflicd himfelf in this place, in hopes to cure 
one of his neighbours of the envy he had conceived 
sgairrft him ; he had acquired fuch a general efteem, 
that the envious man, not able to endure it* came hither 
on purpofe to ruin him, which he had performed had it 
not been for the afliitance which we have given this 
honell man, whofe reputation is (o great, that the Sul¬ 
tan, who keeps his refidence in the neighbouring city, 
was to pay him a viSt to-morrow, to recommend the 
princcfs his daughter to his prayers. 

Another voice alked, What need had the princefs of 
the dervife's prayers f To which theiirft anfwered, You 
do not know, it fee ms, that Ihe h* pofTefled b y genie 
Maimoun, the fan of Dimdim, who is fallen in love 
with her. But I know well how this good head of the 
demies may cure her ; the thing is very eafy, and I will 
tell it you- He has a black cat in his convent, with a 
white fpot at the end of her tail, about the bignefs of a 
final 1 piece of Arabian money; let him only pull {even 
hairs out of the white fpot, burn them, and fmoke the 
princcfs's head with the fume, {he will not only be pre- 
fently cured, but be fo fafdy delivered from Maimoun, 
the ion of Dimdim, that he will never dare to come 
near her a fecond time. 

The head of the demies remembered every word of 
the difeourfe between the fairies and the genres, who 
were very filent all the night after. The next morning 
by break of day, when he could dikern one thing from 
another, the well being broke down in. feveral places, 
he faw a hole, by which he crept out with cafe. 

The other dervifes, who had been feeking for him, 
were rejoiced to fee him ; he gave them a brief account 
©f the wickednefs of that man to whom he had given 
fo kind a reception the day before, and retired into his 
cell. It was not long till the black cat, of whom the 
fairies and the gentes had made mention in their dif- 
courfes the night before, came to lawn upon her matter, 
as fhe was accuftomed to do ; he took her up, ami 
pulled out feven hairs off the white fpot that was upon 
her tail, and laid them afide for his ute when occatton 
Should fervei 
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The fan was nothigh, when the Sultan, who would 
leave no means untried, that he thought could reftore 
the priucefs to her perfedl health, arrived at the gate 
of the convent* He commanded his guards to halt, 
whilfl he, with his principal officers, went in. The 
dervifes received him with profound rcfpedfc. 

The Sultan called their head aflde, and fays. Good 
Sheicb, it may be you know already the caufe of my 
coming hither* Yes, Sir, replies he very gravely, if I 
do not mi flake it, f tis the difeafe of the printefs which 
procures me this honour that I have not deierved* That’s 
the very thing, replied the Sultan, You will give me 
new life, if your prayers, as 1 hope they will, can pro* 
cure my daughter's health. Sir, faid the good man, if 
your majtfty will be p leafed to let her come hither, I 
am in hopes, thro 1 God’s a Alliance and favour, fhe fhall 
return in perfect health* 

The prince, tranfported with joy, fent immediately 
to fetch his daughter, who very foon appeared with a 
numerous train of ladies and eunuchs, but mafked, fo 
that her face was not feen, The chief of the dervifes 
caufed a pall to be held over her head, and he had no 
fooner thrown the feven tufts of hair upon the burning 
coals, but the genie iVfalmoun, the fon of Dim dim, 
gave a great cry, without any thing being feen, and 
left the princefs at liberty; upon which, The took off 
the veil from her face, and rofe up to fee where Ihe was, 
faying Where am I, and who brought me hither? At 
which words the Sultan, overcome with excefs of joy, 
embraced his daughter, and killed her eyes; he alfb 
killed the chief of the dervifes hands, and faid to his 
officers. Tell me your opinion, what reward does he 
deferve that has thus cured my daughter? They ail 
cried, he deferves her in marriage* That is what I 
had in my thoughts, faid the Sultan ; and I make him 
my fon-in-Iavv from this moment. Some time after the 
prime vizier died, and the Sultan conferred the place on 
the dervife* The Sultan himielf alfodied without heirs 
male ; upon which, the religious orders and the militia 
gathered together, and the hone Sk man was declared a ad 
acknowledged Sultan by general confer) tj 
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I>ay-Iight appearing, Scheherazade was obliged* to 
break ofF her ftory. Schahriar looked upon the dervife 
to be worthy of the crown he had got, but was defirouj 
to know if the envious man did not die for fpice ; and 
got up with an intention to hear it next night. 

The Forty-eighth Night* 

D Tnarzade, when it was time, addrefTed her fpeech 
to the Sultanefs thus: My dear filler, fa id file, if 
you be not a deep, I would pray you to conclude the 
itory of the hated and envious man* With ail my 
heart, anfwcrs Scheherazade, The fecond Calender 
continued his llory thus: The honeft dervlfe, faid hey 
being mounted on the throne of his father-in-law, as 
he was one day in the midll of his courtiers upon a 
march, he efpied the envious man among the crowd of 
people that flood as he palled along, and calling one of 
the viziers that attended him* whifpered him in his ear 
thus : Go bring me that man you fee there; but have a 
care you do not frighten him. The vizier obeyed, and 
when the envious man was brought into his prefence, 
the Sultan faid. Friend, I am extremely glad to fee you* 

\ Upon which he called an officer. Go immediately , fays 
he, and caufe to be paid the man out of my treafury, 
one hundred pieces of gold ; let him have alfo twenty 
load of the riche ft merchandize in my ftorehoufes, and 
a fufficient guard to condudl him to his houfe-* After 
he had given this charge to the officer, he bid the en¬ 
vious man farewell, and proceeded on his march. 

When I had finifhed the recital of this ftory to the 
genie, the murderer of the princefs of the ifle of Ebene, 
i made the application to himfelf thus ; O genie 1 yon 
fee here, that this bountiful Sultan did not content him¬ 
felf to have forgot the defign of the envious man to 
take away his life, but treated him kindly, and fent 
him back with all the favours which I juft now related. 
In ftiort, 1 made ufe of all my eloquence, praying him 
to imitate fo good an example, and to grant me par¬ 
don ; But it was impoffible for me to move his cortt* 
paffion* 
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All that I can do for thee* faid he. is, that I will not 
take thy life ; don f t flatter thy&lf that I will fend thee 
fafe and found back, I unift let thee I eel what 1 am able 
to do by my inchantnients ; with that he laid violent 
hands on me, and carried me crofs the vault of thefub- 
terranean palace, which opened to give him paffage; 
he flew up with me fo high, that the earth feemed to 
be only a little white cloud ; from thence he came down 
again like lightening, and alighted upon the ridge of a 
mountain. 

There he took up a handful of earth, and pronounced 
or rather muttered, fomc words which 1 did not under¬ 
hand, and threw it upon me, Leave the fhape of a man, 
fays be to me, and take on thee that of an ape. He 
vaniflied immediately, and left me alone, transformed 
into an ape, overwhelmed with for tow in a ftrange 
country, not knowing if I was near unto, or far from, 
jny father'd dominions, 

X went down from the height of the mountain, and 
came into a plain country, which took me a month’s 
time to travel thro*, aftd then I came to a coaft of the 
fesu It happened to be then a great calm, and 1 efpied 
a veffel about half a league from the fhore ; I would 
not lofe this good opportunity, but broke off a large 
branch from a tree, which 1 carried with me to the fea- 
fide, and fet myfelf aftiide upon it, with a flick in each 
hand to ferve me tor oars, 

I launched our in this poflure, and advanced near 
the fhip. When I was nigh enough to be known, the 
fcaroen and paffengers that were upon the deck thought 
if an extraordinary fpc&acle, and all of them looked 
upon me with great aflonlfhment. In the mean time X 
got aboard, and laying hold of a rope, I jumped upon 
the deck, and having loft my fpeech, 1 found myfelf 
in a very great perplexity j and indeed the rift I ran 
then, was nothing lefs than when I was at the mercy 
of the genie. 

The merchants, being both fuperflitious and ferupu- 
lous, believed i fhould occafion forae milchief to their 
voyage, if they received me ; therefore, fays one, 1 will 
knock him down with an haud-fpike ; fays another, I 
will Ihoot an arrow through his guts; fays a third, Lee 
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u* throw him into the Tea, Some of them would not 
have fdled to have executed thtir dcfign, if 1 had not 
got to that fide where the captain was; when i threw 
myfelf at his feet* and took hi in by the coat in a begging 
poftii-re. This action, together with the tears which he 
jaw g t -fh from my eyes, moved his companion ; fo that 
he rook me into his protection ? threatened to be reveng¬ 
ed on him that woe Id dome the leaifhurt; and he him- 
felf made very much of me. And on my part, though 
1 had no power to fpeak, I did, by my geftures, ftievv 
all poifibJe figns of gratitude. 

The wind that fucceeded the calm was gentle and fa¬ 
vourable, and did not alter for fifty days, but brought u* 
fafe to the port of a fine town, well peopled, and of 
great trade, where we came to an anchor i It was fo 
much the more c Guilder able, that it was the capital city 
of a powerful date. 

Our veiTei was fpeediJy furrounded with an infinite 
number of boats full of people, that either came to 
congratulate their friends upon their fafe arrival, or to 
enquire for thofe they had left behind them in the coun¬ 
try from whence they came, or out of curiofity, to fee 
a lhip that came from a far country. 

Amongft the reft, feme officers came on board, de¬ 
firing to Ipeak with the merchants in the name of the 
Sultan, The merchants appearing, one of the officers 
told them, The fultan, our mailer, hath commanded us 
to acquaint you, that he is glad of your lafe arrival, and 
prays you to take the trouble, every one of you, to 
write Ibme lines upon this roll of paper; And that his 
defign by this may be underftood, you muft know that 
we had a prime vizier, who bdices a great capacity to 
manage affairs, underfiood writing to the higheit per¬ 
fection, This mini lie r is lately dead, at which theiul- 
tanisvery muen troubled, and fince he can never be¬ 
hold his writing without admiration, he has made a 
folemn Vow, not to give the place to any man but to him 
that can write as well as he did. Abundance of people 
have prefente ’ their writings; but, to this day, no 
body in all this empire has been judged worthy to fup* 
ply the vizier's place* 


Thofe 
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Thofe merchants that believed they could write well 
enough to pretend to this high dignity, wrote one after 
another what they thought ht. After they had done, I 
advanced, and took the roll out of the gentleman's 
hand ; But all the people, efpecially the merchants, 
cried out, he will tear it, or throw it into the fea, till 
they law how properly 1 • hell the roll, and made align 
that I would write in my tarn. Then they were of 
another opinion, and their fear turned into admiration : 
However, fince they had never feen an ape that could 
write, nor could be peribaded that I was more ingeni¬ 
ous than other apes, they offered to fnatch the roll out 
of my hand ; but the captain took my part once more. 
Let him alone, faid he, fuffer him to write- If he only 
fcribbles the paper, 1 promife you that I will pumfh him 
upon the fpot. If, on the contrary , he writes well, as 
I hope he will, bccaufe I never faw an ape fo handy and 
ingenious, and fo apprrhenfive of every thing, I do 
declare that 1 will own him as my fon ; I had one that 
had not the wit by far that he has. Perceiving thatno 
man did any more oppofe my defign, I took the pen, 
and wrote before I had done, fix forts of hands ufed 
among the Arabians, and each fpecimen contained an 
extemporary diliich or quatrain in praife of the fultan. 
My writing did not only outdo that of the merchants, 
but, I dare fay, they had not before feen any fuch fair 
writing in chat country. When I had done, the officers 
took the roll, and carried it to the fultan- 

'] hns far was Scheherazade come with her ftory when 
day-light appeared; Sir, faid fhe to Schahriar, if I had 
time to continue, 1 would give your majefty an account 
of things far more ferprizing than what I have already 
told. r I he Sultan, who had refolved to hear the end of 
theftory, got up without faying one word. 

The Forty-math Night. 

T HE next morning Dinarzade, being awake before 
day, called the Sukanefs, and faid, Sifter, if you 
be notalleep, pray Jet us hear the reft of the adventures, 
that happened to the ape. I believe my lord the Sultan 
h bo Ids curious to know ic than myiclf. You Ihalt 
' both 
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both be fatisfied, anfwered Scheherazade; find that yovr 
may foon be eafed of your longing* the fecond Calender 
continued hisllory thus; 

The flit an tuok link notice of any of the other writ- 
jngs, but con fide red mine, which was fo much to h h 
liking* That he fays to the officers. Take the fine ft horfe 
m my liable, w’th the riche ft harnefs, and a robe of the 
molt fumptuous brocade, to put upon that perfon who 
vvrote the fix hands, and bring him hither to me* At 
this command the oihcer« could not forbear laughing ; 
the fultan grew angry at their boldnefs, and was ready 
to putiifh them, till they told him. Sir, we humbly beg 
yourmajefty’sp&rdon ; thefe hands were not written by 
a man, but by an ape,. What do you fay, fays the ful¬ 
tan ? Thofe admirable characters, are they not written 
by the hands of a man ? No, Sir, replies the officers, we 
do a fibre your majefty that it was an ape, who wrote 
them in our prefence. The fultan was too much fur* 
prkea at this account not to defire a fight of me, and 
therefore fays, Do what I command.you, and bri n g me 
fpeedily that wonderful ape. 

The officers returned to the vciTel, and (hewed the 
captain their order, who anfvvered, the fultarv’s com¬ 
mand muff be obeyed. Whereupon they cl oat bed me 
with that rich brocade robe, and carried me aihore* 
where they fet me on horfe back, whilii the fultan 
waited for me at his palace with a great number of 
courtiers, whom he gathered together to do me the 
more honour* 

1 he cavalcade being begun, the harbour, the llreets, 
the publick places, windows, terraces, palaces, and 
houfes, were all filled with an inEnite number of people 
of all fons, who were curious to come from all parts of 
the city to fee me ; for the rumour was fpread in a mo- 
meft^that the fultan had chofcn an ape to be his grand 
vizier, and after having ierved for a fpeftade to the 

f eopie, who could not forbear toexprefs their fur prize, 
y redoubling their fhouts and cries, I arrived at the 
palace of the fultan, 

I found the prince fet on his throne in. the midft of 
the grandees; l made my bow three times very low, 
and at la it kneeled and killed the ground before him, 

and 


E N T £ R T A r N M E W T 3, 141 

afterwards fat down on my feat in the poilure of an 
ape. The whole aflembly admired me, and could not 
comprehend how it was poffible that an ape fhould uh- 
deritarul fo well to give the fultan his dee refped; and 
he himfelf was more ailonifhed than any man* In fhort, 
the ufual ceremony of the audience would have been 
compleat, could I have added fpeech to my behaviour; 
but apes do never fpeak, and the advantage l had of 
having been a man* did not allow me that privilege. 

1 he fultan difmifTed his courtiers* and none remained 
by him but the chiefof the eunuchs, a little young Have, 
and myfelf. He went from his chamber of audience into 
his own apartment, where he ordered dinner to be 
brought. As he fat at cable he gave me a iign to come 
near, and eat with them ; To feew my obedience, I 
killed the ground, flood up, fat me down at table, and 
cat with di fere tion and moderation. 

Before the table was uncovered, I efpied an inkhorn, 
which f made a fign fhould be brought me ; having got 
it, I wrote upon a large peach feme verfes after my way, 
which teflified my acknowledgement to the feltan ; who 
having read them after my printing him the peach, it 
increafed his aftomflvmcnt. When the table was unco- 
vered, they brought him a particular liquor, of which 
he caufed them to give me a glafs: I drank, and wrote 
feme new verfes upon it, which explained the Hate l was 
in, after a great many fufferings. The fultan read them 
like wife, and faid. An ape that was capable of doing 
fo much, ought to be exalted above the greateft of 
men. 

The fultan caufed them to bring in a chefs-bcard, 
and aiked me by a fjgn, if I tmderfbod that game, and 
would play with him? 1 killed the ground/and laying 
my hand upon my head, fignified that i was ready to 
receive that honour. He won the firfl game, but I won 
thiC fecond and third ; and perceiving he was fomevvhat 
difpleaied at it, 1 made a quatrain to pacify him ; in 
which 1 told him, that two potent armies, had been 
fighting very eagerly all day, but that they made up a 
peace towards the evening, and palled the remaining 
part of the night very peaceably together upon the field 

of battle*. 


So 
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So many things appearing to the fultan, far beyond 
whatever any one had either feen or known of the be¬ 
haviour or knowledge of apes, he would rot be the 
only witnefs of chafe prodigies himfelf, but having a 
daughter, called the lady of beauty, to whom the head 
of the eunuchs, then prefent, was governor. Go, faid 
the fultan to him, and bid your lady come hither : I am 
willing the Ihould have a fhare in my pleafure. 

The eunuch went* and iremmediately brought the 
,princefs, who had her face uncovered; but the was no 
fbonergot into the room, then (he put on her veil, and 
-faid to the fulcan. Sir, your majefty muft needs have for- 
gocyourfelf; I am very much furprized that your majefty 
has feat for me to appear among men. How, daughter t 
faid the fultan* you do not know what you fay: Here 
is nobody but the little (lave, the eunuch your gover¬ 
nor, and myfelf,who have the liberty to fee your face; 
and yet you lower your veil, and would make me a 
criminal in having fent for you hither. Sir, faid 
the princefs, your majefty fhalj foon imderftand that 
J am not in the wrong* That ape you fee before 
yon, though he has the ihape of an ape, is a young 
prince, fonof a great king : he has been metamorpbofed 
into an ape by inchantment. A genie, the fon of the 
daughter of Elbis, has malicioufly done him this wrong, 
after having cruelly taken away the life of the princeis 
of the ifle of Ebcne, daughter to the king of Epui- 
marus. 

The fultan, aftonifhed at this difeourfe, turned towards 
me, and fpoke no more by figns, but in plain words, 
afkcd me, if it was true what his daughter faid ? Seeing 
I could not fpeak, I put my hand to my head to fignify 
that what the princefs fpoke was true* Upon this the 
fultan faid again to bis daughter. How do you know 
that this prince has been transformed by inchantmenta 
into an ape i Sir, replied the lady of beauty, your 
majefty may remember that when I was pad my infancy, 
I had an old lady waited upon me ; ihe was a moft ex- 

E ert magician, and taught me feventy rules of magick, 
y virtue of which I can traniport your capital city into 
the mid ft of the fea in the twinkling of an eye, or be¬ 
yond mount Caucafus* By this fcience, I know all in- 

chanted 
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chanted perfons at firfl fight: I know who they are, and 
by whom they have been inchanted; therefore do not 
admire if I fhould forthwith relieve this prince, in de- 
fpite of the inchantments, from that which hinders him 
to appear in your light what he naturally is. Daughter, 
faid the fultan, l did not believe you to have under flood 
fo much. Sir, replied the prmcefs, thefe things are 
curious and worth knowing; but l think I ought not 
to boa ft of them. Since it is fo, faid the fultan, you 
can difpel the prince’s inchantment. Yes, fir, faid the 
princefs, I can reflore him to his fir ft fhape again* Do 
it then, faid the fultan, you cannot do me a greater 
pleasure ; for I will have him to be my vizier, and he 
fhall marry you. Sir, faid rheprinecfs, I am ready to 
obey you in all that you (hall be pleafed So command 
me* 

Scheherazade, asfhefpoke, efpied day, and broke 
off her ftory of the fecond Calender: And Schahrur, 
judging the fennel would be as diverting as the former 
.part of it, refolved to hear it next day* 

F ifthtb Night. 

D Inarzade called the Sultanefs at the ofualhour, fay¬ 
ing, Siller, if you be not afleep, pray do us the 
favour to tell us how the lady of beauty reftored the fe¬ 
cond Calender 10 his former fhape* You {hail hear it, 
fays Scheherazade ; The Calender refumed his difeourfe 
.thus: 

The princefs, the lady of beauty, went into her 
apartment, from whence Ihc brought in a knife, which 
had fome Hebrew words engraven on the blade; She 
made us all, viz* the fultan, the matter of the eunuchs, 
the little Have, and myfelf, to go down into a private 
court adjoining to the palace, and there left us under a 
gallery that went round it* She placed herfelf in the 
m iddle of the court, where fhe made a great circle, and 
within it fhe wrote fevejal words in Arabian characters, 
fome of them ancient, and others of thole which they 
-call the characters of Cleopatra* 

When fhe had finifhed and prepared the circle as Ihe 
thought fit, fhe placed herfelf in the center of it, where 

3ii 
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fhe began abjurations* and repeated verfes out of the 
Alcoran* The air grew infenfibly dark, as if it had 
been night, and the whole world about to be diftblved : 
We found ourfelves ftrsjck with a panick, and this fear 
increafed the more when wefaw the genie, the fon of 
the daughter of Elbis, appear all of a fudden in the 
ftupe of a Hon of a frightful fize. 

As foon as the princefs perceived this monflier, You 
dog, faid flie, inllead of creeping before me, dare you 
prefent yourfelf in this (hape, thinking to frighten me ? 
And thou, replied the lion, an thou not afraid to break 
the treaty which was folemnly made and confirmed be¬ 
tween us by oath, not to wrong or do one another any 
hurt! Oh ! thou curfed creature 1 replied the princefs, 

I c 2 n juftly reproach thee with doing fo. I he lion 
anfwered fiercely. Thou Ihalc quickly have thy reward 
for the trouble thou hall given me to return : With that 
he opened his terrible throat, and ran at her to de¬ 
vour her; but fhe, being on her guard, leaped backward, 
got time to pull out one of her hairs, and by pronounc¬ 
ing three or four words, changed herfelf into a iharp 
fword, wherewith Hie cut the lion thro' the middle in 
two pieces. 

The two parts of the Hon vanifhed, and the head 
only was left, which changed ltfelf into a large fcor- 
pion. Immediately the princefs turned herfelf into a 
ferpent, and fought the fcorpion, who' finding him- 
felf worfted, took the ftupe of an eagle, and flew 
away ; But the ferpent at the fame time took alfo the 
fhape of an eagle, that was black and much ftronger, 
and purfued him, fo that we loft the fight of them 
both. 

Some time after they had disappeared, the ground 
opened before us, and out of it came forth a car; black 
and white, with her hair handing upright, and keeping 
a fearful miauling ; a black wolf followed her clofe, ^ 
and gave her no time to reft* The cat, being thus 
hard befet, changed herfelf into a worm, and being 
nigh to a pomegranate, that had accidently fallen 
from a tree that grew on the fide of a canal, which 
was deep, but not broad, the worm pierced the pome¬ 
granate in an in ft ant, and hid itfelf, but the pome¬ 
granate 
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granitefwelled immediately, and became as big as a 
gourd, which mounting up* to the top of the gHUeiy, 
rolled there fbr fomc {pace backward ana forward, tell 
down again into the court, arid broke into leveral 

P1 The wolfe, who had in the mean while transformed 
kfelfimo a cock, fell a picking up the feeds of the 
pomegranate one after jmother i hut hading no more, 
he came towards us with his wings Iprcad, making a 
great noife, as if he would alk us whether there was 
any more feed. There was one lying on the brink or 
the canal, which the cock perceiving as he went bac^, 
ran IpeedUy thither; but juft as he was going to pick it 
up, the feed rolled into the river, and turned into a 

little full, * j , 

But I fee day. Sir, Caid Scheherazade, which had it 
not come To fuddenly, 1 am perfuaded that which I 
lhould have faid farther would have given yonr majefty 
a ^reat deal of fatisfa^fion* Upon this fhe ftopti -*tid 
the Sultan arofe : But his thoughts being altogether 
taken up withfuch unheard-of adventures, he was 
tremely impatient till he heard the Veit of the ftory* 

The Fifty-fifth Night * 

D lnnrzade made no fcruple to difturb the Sultanefs 
next morning, and called to her. Sifter, If you 
be not afleep, pray begin where you left oft that won¬ 
derful fiery Jail night; i am very defirous to know what 
followed after all thofe metamorphofes* Scheherazade 
called to mind where fhe had made a flop, and addreff¬ 
ing her difeourfe to the Sultan, Sir, lays fhe, the fe- 
cond Calender continued his iiory after this manner* 
The cock jumped into the river and was turned into 
a pike, that purfued the fnuill fifh ; they continued 
both under water above two hours, and we knew not 
what was become of them, but all of a fudden we heard 
terrible cries, which made us to quake, and a little 
ivhilc after wc faw the genie and pj incefs all in flames: 
They threw flatties of fire out of their mouths at one 
another, till they came to it hand to hand ; then the 
two fires increafed, with a thick burning imoke, which 
Vol. L li mounted 
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mounted fa high that we had reafon to fear that ft would 
fee the place on lire* But we very foon had a more 
preffing oecafion oi fear, for the genie having got loofe 
from the priucefs, came to the gallery where we flood, 
and blew flames of fire upon us: We had all perifhed, 
if rheprincefs, running to our afliftance, Had not forced 
him, by her efforts, to retire, and defend himfelf again ft 
her ; yet, notwithstanding all her diligence, fhe Could 
not hinder the fultan’s beard from being burnt, and his 
face fpoiled, the chief ofthe eunuchs from being ftifled* 
and burnt on the ipot, nor a fpark to enter my right 
eye, and make it blind. The fulcan and I expe&ed 
nothing but death, when we heard a cry. Victory, 
victory ! and all of a fudden the princefs appeared in 
her natural lhape, but the genie was reduced to an heap 
of afhes* 

The princefs came near to us, that fhe might not 
lofe time, called for a cup full of water, which the 
young Have, that had got no damage, brought her ; She 
took it, and after p renouncing fome words over if, threw 
It upon me, faying. If thou art become an ape by In¬ 
dian tment, change thy ftiape, and take that of a man, 
which thou hadft before. Thefe words were hardly 
uttered, till I became a man, as I was before, one eye 
only excepted* 

1 was preparing myfelf to give thanks to the princefs., 
bufflie prevented me, by addrdling herfelf to her father 
thus : Sir, I have got the viftory over the genie, as your 
nujefly may fee ; but it is a vidtory that cods me dear ; 
I have but a few minutes to live, and you will not 
have the fatisfadUon to make the match you intended ; 
the fire has pierced me during the terrible combat, and t 
find it confumes me by degrees : This would not have 
happened, had [ perceived the laftof the pomegranate 
feeds, and fsvaUowed it, as I did the other when I was 
changed into a cock : the genie had fled thither, as 
to hislaft intrenchmept, and upon that the fuccefs of 
the combat depended, which would have been fuc- 
cefsful, and without danger to me* This flip obliged 
me to havejrecourfe to fire, and to fight with thofe 
mighty arms as I did between heaven and earth, in 
your prefcBte ; for, in fpite of all his redoubtable art 
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and experience, I made the genie to know that I urr 
derftood more than he: I have conquered and reduced 
him to alhes, but I cannot efcape death, which is ap¬ 
proaching. 

Here Scheherazade broke off the ftory of the fecond 
Calender, and faid to the Sultan, Sir, day-light ap*. 
pears, which forbids me to fay any more ; but if your 
majehy thinks fit to let me live till to-morrow, you 
(hall hear the end of this ftory* Schahriar confemed, 
and got up according to cultom, to take care of the 
affairs of his empire. ' . 

The Fifty -fecond Night* 

D Inarzade awaking fome time before day, called 
upon the Sultanefs, and faid. My dear filler, if 
you be not alleep, I Would pray you to finlfh the itory 
of the fecond Calender. Scheherazade refumed her dit- 
courfe, and went on as follows: 

The Calender always directing his fpecch to Zobeide, 
told her. Madam, the fulian fullered the princefs, the 
lady of beauty, to go on with the recital of her combat: 
And when Ihe had done, he fpoke to her in a tone that 
fufiiciently teftified his grief. My daughter, faid he, 
you fee in what condition your father is ; alas l I won¬ 
der that I am yet alive 1 Your governor, the eunuch, is 
dead, and the prince whom you have delivered from Ms 
inchantment has loll one of his eyes. He could fpeak 
no more, for his tears, %hs, and lobs made him fpeech- 
iefs ; his daughter and 1 were exceeding fenfible of his 
forrow, and wept with him. 

In the mean time, while they were driving to outdo 
one another in grief, the princefs cryed, 1 burn. Oh, I 
burn* She found that the fire which confumed her, 
had at la.ll feized upon her whole body , which made 
her Ilill cry, I burn, until death had made an end of 
her intolerable pains. The effect of that fire was fo 
extraordinary, that in a few moments Ihe was wholly 
reduced to allies, as was the genie. 

I can't tell you, madam, how much I was grieved 
at fo difmal a fpcftacle; 3 had rather all my life hare 
continued an ape or a dog, than to have feen my Bene- 
fe&refs thus jflifcrably perifti, The fultan being ajtll&ed 
tl z beyond 
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.beyond all that can be imagined, cried out piteoully, 
and beat himfelf on Jus head and iloinacb, until lbch 
time as being quite overcome with grief, he fainted 
away, which made me fear bjs life. In the mean time 
the eunuchs and odicers came running at the Mean's 
cries, and with very much ado brought him to biraielf 
again. There was no need far that prince and me to 
rjthem a long narrative ol this adventure, in order to 
convince them of their great lofs. The two heaps of 
afhes, into which the princefs and the genie had been 
reduced, was demon ^ration enough. The fultan was 
hardly able to’ftand upright, but was forced to be fup- 
ported by them till he could get to his apartment. 

When the r.oife of the tragical event had fpread itfelf 
thro 1 the palace and the city, all the people bewailed 
the misfortune of the princefs, the lady of beauty, and 
were fenfible of the ful tan’s afHicHon, Every one was 
in deep mourning for ieven days, and a great many 
ceremonies were performed: The aihes of the genie 
were thrown into the air, but thofe of the princefs were 
gathered into a precious urn, to be kept, and the urn 
was fet in a ffcatcly tomb, which was built for that pur- 
pofe, on the fame place where the aihes had lain. 

The grief which the Sultan conceived for the lofs of 
his daughter threw him into a fit of ficknefs* which con- 
iirted him to his chamber fora whole month. He had not 
fully recovered Jlrength when he foot for me; Prince, 
faid he, hearken to the orders that I now |iv« you, 11 will 
coft you your life, if you do not put them into execution, 
I afihred him of exaffc obedience ; upon which he went 
tm thus : I have conftantly lived in perfect felicity, and 
was never croiTed by any accident; but by your arrival 
all the happinefs I pofTelled is vanifhed; my daughter is 
dead, her governor is no more, and it is thro* a mi¬ 
racle that lam yet alive. You arc the caufe of all 
thole misfortunes, for which it is impofBble that I fhould 
be comforted ; therefore depart from hence in peace, 
but without farther delay, fori myfelf muft perilh, if 
you day any longer ; I am perfuaded that your prefence 
brings nufehief along with it. This is all I have to 
fay to you* Depart and take care of ever appearing 
a«ain in my dominions; there is no confideration what- 

foever. 
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foever, that fhall hinder me from making ysu repent of 
it. I was going to fpeak, but tic ilopt my mouth by 
words fit! 1 of auger; audio I was obliged to remove 
from his palace, rejected, banilhed, thrown off bv all 
the world, and not knowing what would become of me. 
Before I left the city, T went into a bagnio, where l 
eaufed my beard and eye brows to be {haved, and put 
on a Calender** habit. 1 began my journey, no: fo 
much deploring my own ririferies, a* the death of the 
two fair prince flea, of which I have been the occafion* 

1 palled thro’ many countries without making myfeJf 
known ; at la ft I refolved to come to Bagdad^ in hopes 
to get myfiajf ha trodneed to the commander of the faith¬ 
ful, to move his companion, by giving him an account: 
of my Grange adventures. I came hither this evening, 
and the fir 11 man I met was this Calender, our brother, 
that fpoke before me* You know the remaining part, 
madam, and the canfe of my having the honour to be 
here. 

When the fecond Calender made an end of his ftory, 
Zobeide, to whom he had addreft'ed his fpeech, told 
him, ? Tis very well, you may go which way you pleafe; 
I give you leave; but inftead of departing, he .alfo 
petitioned the lady to fhew him the fame favour fhe had 
vouchsafed-to the lirft Calender, and went and fat down 
by him. But* Sir, faid Scheherazade, as ihe fpoke 
tfiefe words, Tis day, and I mu ft go no farther; I dare 
however ailhre you, that how agreeable foever this 
ilory of the fecond Calender may feem to you, that of 
third will be no Jcfs worthy of your hearing, if 
your majerty be pleafed to have patience. The Sul¬ 
tan being defirous to know whether it would appear fo 
wonderful as the lad, got out of bed with a reioltmcn 
to prolong Scheherazade’s life farther, tho J the delay he 
had granted was determined feveral days before. 

Fifty-third Night*. 

A BOUT the latter end of the following night, 
Dinarzade addreffed herfelf to the Sultanefs, 
thus: Dear fitter, 1 pray, until day appear, which will 
be very foon, be pleated to relate ibme of the hue itories 
^ 3 you 
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you have read : I would willingly, faid Sdmhriar, hear 
the dory of the third Calender, Sir* replied Schehera¬ 
zade, you fhail be obeyed* The third Calender, per¬ 
ceiving it was his torn to fpeak, addreiTed his fpeech, 
as the reft had done* to Zobeide, and began in this 
maimer. 

The Hi fiery of the Third Calender $ a King's Son* 
Mofi honourable Lady, 

T HAT which I am going to tell you very much 
differs from what you have heard already. The 
two princes that fpoke before me have each loft an eye, 
by the pure effedts of their deftiny, but mine! loft thro’ 
my own fault, and by hadening to feek my own misfor¬ 
tune, as you fhail hear by thefequel of the dory. 

My name is Agib, and I am the fon of a king, who 
was called CaiEb-i After his death I took poffeltion of 
his dominions, and refided in the fame city where he 
lived before. The city Is iituated on the fea-coaft, has 
one of the fine# and fafell harbours in the world, an 
arfenai large enough for fitting out 50 men of war ta 
fea, that are always ready on occafion, and light fri¬ 
gates, and pleafure-boats for recreation. My kingdom 
is competed of feveral fine provinces upon Terra Firms, 
beiides a number of fpacious i Bands, every one of which 
lie almoft in fight of my capital ejiy. 

The ftrfl thing 1 did was to vifit the provinces : I 
afterwards caufed to fit out and man my whole fleet, 
and went to my iflands to gain the hearts of my fubjeds 
by my prefence, and to confirm them in their loyalty - 
and fome time after I returned, I went thither again, 
Thefe voyages giving me fome tafle of navigation, I 
took fo much pleafure in it, that 1 refolved to make 
kune difeoveries beyond my iHands 3 to which end I 
caufed only ten frups to be fitted out, embarked on 
board them, and fet iaih 

Our voyage was very fuccefsful for forty days to¬ 
gether, but on the forty-firt! night the wind became 
contrary, and withal fo boifterous, that we were like to 
have been loft in the florin ; about break of day the 
wind grew calm, and the clouds were difperfed, and 
j the 
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the fun having brought back fair weather, we catpe clofe 
to an ifland, where we remained two days to take m 
freih provi lions: this being done, we put oif again ta 
fea. After ten days fail, we were in hopes of feeing 
land* for the tempelts we had gone thro 1 had fo much 
abated my curio fit y, that I gave orders to freer bade 
to my own court ; but I perceived at the fame time that 
my pilot knew not where we were. Upon the tenth 
day, a feaman being fent to look out for laud from the 
main-matt head, he gave notice, that on Ha i board and 
larboard he could lee nothing but the fky and the fea t 
which bounded the horizon j but juft before us upon 
the Item, he faw a great blacknefs. 

The pilot changed colour aithb relation,and throwing 
his turban on the deck with one hand, and beating Jus 
break with t’other, cried Oh, Sir, we are all loft, not 
one of os will dbape ; and with all my Mil it is not itx 
my power to prevent it: Having fpoke thus, he fell a 
crying like a man who forefaw unavoidable ruin j his 
defpair put the whole Ihip’s crew in a terror. I afked 
him what reafon he had thus to defpair I He told me, 
the tempeft, which he had out-lived, had brought us fo 
far out of our courfe, that to-morrow about noon vve 
ihall come near to that black place, which is nothing 
elfe but the black mountain, that is a mine of adamant, 
which at this very minute draws all your fleet towards 
it, by virtue of your iron and nails that are in your 
ihips ; and when we come to-morrow at a certain dis¬ 
tance, the rtrength of the adamant will have fuch a 
force, that all the nails will be drawn out of the fidts 
and bottoms of the Chips, and fallen to the mountain, 
fo that your veffel will fall to pieces, and fink to the 
bottom. And as the adamant has a virtue to draw all 
iron to it, whereby its aitra&ion becomes ftronger, this 
mountain on the fide of the fea is all covered over with 
nails, drawn out of an infinite number of vcflels that 
have perilhed by it; and this preferves and augments 
its virtue at the fame time. 

This mountain, continues the pilot, is very rugged; 
on the top o, it there is a dome of fine brafs, fuppuued 
by pillars of the fame, and upon the top of that dome 
there Hands a horfc ol the fame metal, with a rider on 
H 4 hit 
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his back, who has a plate of lead fixed to his breaft, 
upon which ibme talifmanical characters arc engraven : 
Sir, the tradition is, that this JUtue is the chief caufe 
that fo many fhips and men have been loll and funk in 
this place, and that it will ever continue to be fatal to 
all thofe that have the misfortune to come, near to it* 
until fuch time that it ihall be thrown down. 

The pilot, having ended his dilcourfe, began to weep 
afreih, and this made all the reft pf the fhip*s company 
to do the like* I myfelfhad no other thought, but that 
my days were there to have an end; in the mean time 
every one began to provide for his own fafety, and to 
that end took all imaginable precautions ; and, being 
IjhTftiUncertain of the event, they all made one another their 
^Theirs, by virtue of a will, for ike benefit of thole that 
t ihould happen to be favecL 

, The next morning we perceived the black mountain 
very plain, and the idea we had conceived of it made 
it appear more frightful than It was; About noon we 
were come fo near, that we found what the pilot had 
foretold to be true, for we faw all the nails and iron 
about the ftups fly towards the mountain, where they 
fixed, by the violence of the attraction, with a Horrible 
noife; the illips fplit afunder, and funk into the fea, 
which was fo deep about the place, that we could not 
found it. All my people were drowned, but God had 
mercy on me, and permitted me to fave myfelf by means 
of a plank, which the wind drove afhore juft at the foot 
of the mountain ; I did not receive the leaft hurt, and 
my good fortune brought me to a landing-place, where 
theie were fteps that went up to the top of the mountain, 
Scheherazade would have gone on with her ftory, but 
day appearing, fhe was obliged to keep iilence. The 
Sultan was convinced by this beginning, that the Sul** 
tanefs had not deceived him, and therefore we are not 
to wonder that he did not order her to die that day. 

'The Fifty - fourth Night . 

F O R the fake of heaven, cried Dinarzade next 
morning, if you be not afleep, filler, go on with 
the dory of the third Calender, My dear lifter, fai'd 
Scheherazade, the prince renewed his difeourfe thus; 

A* 
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At the light of tbefe Heps, faid he, for there was not 
a bit of ground cither on the right or left, whereon a 
man could fet his foot, 1 gave thanks to God, and re¬ 
commended myfelf to his holy protection, as I began 
to mount the Heps which were fo narrow, rugged, and 
hard to get up, that had the wind blown ever fo 
little, it would have thrown me down into the fea. 
But, at laft, I get up to the top, without any accident* 

I came into the dome, and kneeling on the ground, 
gave God thanks for his mercies to me* 

X patted the night under the dome, and in my fieep 
an old grave man appeared to me, and laid, Hearken,, 
A gib, as foort as thou a if awake, dig up the ground 
under thy feet: thou {halt find a how of brals, and 
three arrows of lead, that are made under certain col- 
ftellatioiis, to deliver mankind from fo many calami 
ties that threaten them. Shoot the three arrows at ther^ 
ilatue, and the rider fhall fall into t e lea, but the horfe 
will fall down by thy"13de, which thou muft bury in 
the fame place Irom whence you took the bow and 
arrows: This being done, the lea will iwdl and rife up 
to the foot of the dome that Hands upon the top of the 
mountain: When it comes up fo high, thou ftiak fee 
a boat with one man and an oar in each hand : This 
man is alfo of metal, but different from that thou halt 
thrown down ; Hep on board to him, without nfentbn- 
ing the name of God, and let him condutl thee. He 
will in ten days time, bring thee into another fea, 
where thou ihalt find an opportunity to get home to thy 
country fafe and found, provided, as J have told thee, 
thou dolt not mention the name of God during the 
whole voyage. 

This-was the contents of the old man's difeourfe. 
When i awaked t was very much comfortedby the viilon, 
and did not fail to obferve every thing that he had com¬ 
manded me, X too : the bow and arrows out of the 
ground, {hot ’em at the hoHeman, and with the third 
arrow l overthrew him, and he tell into the fea, and 
the horfe fell by my fide, which I buried in the place 
whence 1 took the bow and arrows ; and in the mean 
time, the fea fweflcd and role up by degrees: When 
it came as high as the foot of the dome that Hood 
H 5 upon 
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upon the top of the mountain, I faw afar off, a boat 
rowing towards me, and I returned God thanks that 
every thing fucceeded according to my dream. 

At kft the boat came afhore, and I faw the man was 
made of metal, according as 1 had dreamt, 1 ilept 
aboard, and took great heed not to pronounce the name 
of God, neither fpoke I one word at all ; I fat down* 
and the man of metal began to row off from the moun¬ 
tain, He rowed without ceafing till the ninth day, that 
1 faw feme iflands* which put mein hopes thatl fhould 
beoutofall the danger thatl was afraid of, The excefs 
of my joy made me forget what I was forbidden to do : 
God's name be bleft, fa id 1 * the Lord he praifed* 

I had no fooner fpoke thefe words, but die boat funk 
with the man of metal, and leaving me upon thefurface* 
I fwam the remaining part of the day towards that land 
which appeared neared to me, A very dark night fuc- 
ceeded, and not knowing whereabouts I was, I fwam 
at a venture ; my ilrength at laft began to fail, and I 
defpaired of being able to fave myfelf; when the wind 
began to blow hard, and a wave as big as a mountain 
threw me on a Bat, where it left me, and drew back. 
I made hafte to get afhore, fearing another wave might 
w*afh me back again, The firfl thing 1 did was to ilrip 
and wring the water out of my clothes* and then laid 
them down on the dry fand, which was Bill pretty 
warm by the heat of the day. 

Next morning the fun dried my clothes betimes; X 
put them on, and went forward to fee whereabouts X 
was; 1 had not walked very far, till I found 1 was got 
upon a little defart ifland, tho 5 very pleafant, where 
there grew feveral forts of trees and wild fruits; but I 
perceived it was very far from the continent, which much 
diminifhed the joy 1 conceived for having efcaped the 
danger of the leas, Notwithilanding, 1 recommended 
myfelf to God, and prayed him to diipofe of me accord* 
ing to his good will a-ul pleafure; at the fame time I 
faw a vefTel coming from the main land, before the 
wind, dire&iy to the ifland* 1 doubted not but they 
w*rc coming to anchor there* and being uncertain what 
fort of people they might be, whether friends or foes, 
1 thought it not fafe for me to be l'cen* I got up into a 

very 
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very thick tree, from whence I might fkfely view them* 
The vefTel came into a little creek, where ten Haves 
landed, carrying a fpadc and other initruments fit for 
digging up the ground i they went towards the middle 
of the ifland, where l faw them Hop, and dig the 
ground a long while, after which I thought l law them 
lift up a trap-door. They returned again to the yeffel, 
and unladed feveral forts of provifions and furniture* 
which they carried to that place where they had broken 
ground, and fc went downward, which made me fup- 
pufe it was a fab terraneous dwelling. 

1 faw them once more go to die Qiip* and return 
foon after with an old man, who led a very handfome 
young lad in his hand, of about fourteen or fifteen years 
of age j they all went down at the trap door : And being 
come up again, haying letdown the trap door, and co¬ 
vered it over with earth, they returned to the creek 
where the Ihtp lay, but I faw not the young man m 
their company ; this made me believe that lie Haiti be¬ 
hind in that place underground, at which I could not 
but be extremely aflanifhed. 

The old man and the Haves went aboard again, and 
the vefTel being got under fail, fleered its courfe towards 
the mainland. When I perceived they were at loch 
didance that they could not lee me* 1 came down from 
the tree, and went diretfly to the place where 1 had 
feen the ground broken j I removed the earth by de¬ 
grees, till I found a Hone that was two or three feer 
l’quare. I lifted it up, and faw it covered the head of 
the flairs, which were alfoof Hone, 1 went down, and 
came into a large room, where there was laid a foot* 
carpet, and a couch covered with tape dry, and cu Hi ions 
of rich Huff, upon which the young man fat, with a fan 
in his hand, l faw all this by the light of two tapers* 
together with the fruits and flower-pots he had Handing 
about him. The young lad was Hurtled at the aght or 
me. But to rid him of his fear, X fpoke to him as i 
came in thus: Whoever you be, bir, do not fear an) 
thing, a king, and the fon of a king, as 1 am, is noz 
capable of doing you any prejudice : on the contrary , 
it is probable, that your good deffiny has brought me 
hither, to deliver you out of thitrtomb, where it lee ms* 
H 6 they 
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they have burled you alive, for reafons unknown to me. 
But that which makes me wonder, and what I cannot 
conceive (for you muftknow, that I have been witnefs 
to all that hath paiTed lince your coming into this ifland} 
is, that you feffered yourfelf to be buried in this place 
without any refiftance. 

Scheherazade broke off here, and the Sultan arofe, 
very impatient to know why this young lad was thus 
abandoned in a defert ill and, as to which he promifed 
himfeJf fatisfafUon next night. 


The Fifty-fifth Night* 

D lnarzade perceiving it was time to call upon the 
Sultanefs, faid, Sifter, if you be not afieep, 
pray refume the ftory of the third Calender* Sche¬ 
herazade gave her no occafion to repeat her requeft, and 
went on this manner. 

The young man, continued the third Calender, re¬ 
covered himfelf at thefe words, and prayed me, with a 
fmiling countenance to fit down by him 1 which when 
I had done, he faid, Prince, 1 am to acquaint you with 
a matter fo odd in itfelf, that it cannot but furprize 
you. 

My father is a merchant jeweller, who has acquired, 
through his ingenuity in his callingp a great eftate ; he 
hath a great many flaves, and alfo deputies, whom he 
employs to go as fupercargoes to fea with his own fhips, 
on purpofe to maintain the corrcfpondence he has at 
veral courts, which he furni flies with fuch precious 
itoncs as they want. 

He had been married a long while, and without iffue^ 
when he under flood by a dream that he fhould have a 
fan, tho J his life would be but ihort, at which he was 
very much concerned when he awaked. Somedays after, 
my mother acquainted him that flic was with child, and 
the time which (he fuppofed to be that of her concep¬ 
tion agreed exaftly with the day of his dream. She was 
brought to bed of me at the end of nine months 5 which 
GLcafioned great joy in the family. 

My father, who had obferved the very moment of 
my birth, con fuked aftrologers about my nativity, wha 
told him. Your foil lhall live very happily till die age 

of 
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Of fifteen, when he wilt be In danger oflofing his life, 
and hardly be able to eicapeir. Bat if his good delliny 
prefer ve him beyond that time, he will live to grow 
very old. *Twill be then (faid they) when the ftatueof 
brafs, that Hands upon the top of the mountain of 
Adamant, fhall be thrown down into the fea by prince 
Agib, fon of king Caifib ; and, as the liars prognoiti- 
cate, your fan fliall be killed fifty days afterwards by 
that prince. 

As the event of this part of the pr edition about the 
ftatue agrees exa&ly with my father’s dream, it afflicted 
him * inch* that he was ilruck to the very heart with 
it. In the mean time, he took a]l imaginable care of 
xny 'education until tliis p relent year, which is the 
filteenth of my age ; and he had notice given him yefter- 
tlay, that the ftatue of brafs had been thrown into the 
fea about ten days ago, by that fame prince I told you 
of. This news has coll him fo many tears, and has 
alarmed him fo much, that he looks not like himfelfl 

Upon thefe predictions of the aftrologers, be has 
fought by all means pofiible to falfify my horofeope, 
and to preferve my life, *Tis not long fince he took 
the precaution to build me this fubterranean habita¬ 
tion to hide me in, till the expiration of the fifty days 
after the throwing down of the iUtue ; and therefore 
imee k was that this had happened ten days ago, he 
came haflily hither to Jude me, and promifed at the end 
of forty days to come again and fetch me out. As 
ibr my own part, I am in good hopes, and cannot be¬ 
lieve that prince Agib will come to feek forme in a 
place under ground, iru the rnidft of a defert ifland* 
'1 his, my lord, is what I have to fay to you. 

Whilll the je welder's fon was telling me this flory, I 
laughed in myfelf at thofe astrologers who had foretold 
that I flioulci take away his life; for I thought myfelf 
fo far from being likely to verify what they "laid, that 
he had fcarce done fpeaking, when I told him with great 
joy. Dear fir, put your confidence in the goodnefs of 
God, and fear nothing, you may confider it as a debt 
you was to pay; but that you arc acquitted of it from 
this very hour: I am glad, that after my fhipvvr#ck X 
came fo fortunately hither to defend you again/t all 
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thofe that would attempt your death : I will not leave 
you till the forty days are expired, of which the fooJifh 
aftrologers have made you apprchenfive ; and in the 
mean while I will do you a!! theiervice that lies in my 
power ! After which 1 ftiall have the benefit of getting 
to the main land in your vdTcl, with leave of your 
father and you rfelf; and when tain returned" into my 
kingdom, l ihall remember the obligations I owe you, 
and endeavour to demonftraie my acknowledgments m 
a fuitable manner. 

This difcoiirfe of mine encouraged thejeweJler’s fon, 
and made him have confidence in me. i took care not 
to tell him I was the very A gib whom he dreaded, left 
Ilhouldput him into alright, and took as much care 
not to give him any caufe to fufpeflit, We palled the 
time in feveral difcourfes till night came on : I found 
the young lad of ready wit, and eat with him of his 
provifions, of which he had enough to have lafted be* 
yond the forty days, though he had more guclts than 
myfelf. After fupper we continued fome time in (lift- 
courfe ; at laft we went to bed. 

The next day, when we got up, I held the hafon and 
water to him ; I alfo provided dinner, and fet it on the 
table indue time : After we had done, I invented a play 
to divert ourfelves, not only for that day, but for thofe 
that followed ; I prepared fupper after the fame manner 
as I had prepared dinner; and having fupped, we went 
to bed as formerly. We had time enough to contract 
friendfhip ; I found he loved me; and for my part, I 
had fo great a refpe£l for him, that 1 have often laid to 
myfelf, Thofe aftrologers who predicted to his father*, 
that his fan fhould die by my hand, were impoftors ; for 
it is not poffible that 1 could commit fo bafe an action. 
In fhort, madam, wc fpent thirty-nine days in the 
pleafanteft manner thae could be, in a place like that 
tinder ground. 

The fortieth day appeared; And in the morning, 
when the young man awaked, he fays to me with a 
tranfport of joy that he could not reftrain, Prince, this 
Is the fortieth day, and l am not dead, thanks to God 
and your good company. My father will not fail to be 
here anon, to give you a tellimonv pfliis gratitude for 
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itj and fliall furnifh you with all that’s neceflary for your 
return to your kingdom : But in the mean time,ftid he, 
I beg you to get ready fame water very warm, to wafli 
my whole body in that portable bagnio* that I may dean 
myfeif, and change my clothes* to receive my father 
more chearfully, 

I fet the water on the fire, and when it was hot* put 
it into the moveable bagnio : The youth went in, and I 
inyfelfwaihed and rubbed him. At laft he came out, and 
laid himfelf down in his bed that I had prepared, and co¬ 
vered him with his bed-clothes. After he had hept a 
while, he awaked* and faid* Dear prince* pray do me the 
favour to fetch me a melon and iome fugar, that l may 
eat fome, and refrefh me. 

Out of feveral melons that remained* l took thebeft* 
and laid it on a plate; and beeaufe L could not find a 
knife to cut it with, I afked the young man* if he knew 
where there was one i There is one, laid he, upon this 
cornice over my head : I accordingly faw it there, and 
made fo much hafte to reach it, that while I had it in 
ruy hand, my foot being entangled in the covering, I 
fell moft unhappily upon the youAg man, and the knife 
ran into his heart in a minute* f 

At this fpcftacle 1 cried out mod hideonfly ; I beat 
my head, my face, and breaft; 1 tore my clothes; I 
threw myfelf on the ground with unfpuakable forrow and 
grief! Alas, I cried, there were only fome hours want¬ 
ing, to have put him out of that danger from which he 
fought fandtuary here; and when I myfelf thought rhe 
danger pall* then I became his murderer, and verified 
the prediction. But, O Lord ! faidl; lifting up niyface 
and my hands to heaven* j beg thy pardon* and if 1 be 
guilty of his death, let me not live any longer. 

Scheherazade perceiving day* was obliged to break 
off" this doleful llory. The Sultan of the Indies was 
moved with it, and found himfelf very uneafy to think 
what would become of the Calender after this, and re- 
folved that Scheherazade ftrould not die that day* because 
Ihe was the only perfbn that could refolve hitu> 
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D inara ade awaked the Sultan efo next morning as 
uAiaJ. If you be not afleep,. filter, fa id ihe, 
pray tell us what patfed after the death of the young 
man. She went on as follows : 

Madam, continued the third Calender, addrrfting 
himfelf to Zobeide, after this misfortune l would have 
embraced death without any relufUnce, had it prcfcnt- 
ed itfelf tome. But what we wife to ourfelves, whether 
good or bad, will not always happen: Neverthelefs, 
con fide ring with myfelf, that all my tears and for rows 
would not bring the young man to life again, and the 
forty days being expired, i might be fur-prized by his 
father, 1 quitted the fubterraoean dwelling, laid down 
the great lione upon the entry of it, and covered it 
with earth. 

I had fcarce done, when calling my eyes upon the fca 
towards the main land, I perceived the vdTel coming to 
fetch home the young man. i began then to canfider 
what I had bed do: I faid to myfelf, if 1 am feen by 
the old man, lie will certainly lay hold of me, and per- 
hap? caufe me to be mafTacred by his Haves, when he 
has feen his fon killed : all that 1 can alledge to jufiify 
myfelf, will not be able to perfuadc him of my inno¬ 
cence. It is better for me then to withdraw, fince it 
is in my power, than to expofe myfelf to his refent- 
raent. 

There happened to be near that fubterranean habita¬ 
tion, a large tree with thick leaves, which I thought fit 
to hide me in. I got up to it, and was no fconer fixed 
in a place where 1 could not be feen, fcut I faw the 
veflel come to the fame place where Ihe Jay the lirll 
time. 

Friis old man and his flaves landed immediately, and 
advanced towards the fubterranean dwelling* with a 
countenance that Ihewed fome hope ; bat when they faw 
the earth had been newly removed, they changed co¬ 
lour, particularly the old man. They lifted up the 
(tone, and went down ; they called the young man by 
his name, but he not anfwering, their fears increased ; 
jhey went down to feck him ; and at length found him 
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]yir,gi!pon the bed with the knife in his heart, for I had 
not power to take ft our* At this fight, they cried out 
lamentably* which increated my for row ; the old man 
fell down in a ftyobn. The fl-aves to give him air, 
brought him up in their arms, and laid him at the foot 
of the tree where I was; but notwnhllanding all the 
pains they took to recover him, the unfortunate father 
continued a long while in that condition, and made 
them oftener than once defpair of his Hie ; but at 1 aft 
he came to himfelf* Then the flaves brought up his 
fords corpfe, drefTed in his bell apparel, and when they 
had made a grave, they put him into it* The old man, 
flip ported by two flaves, and his free all covered with 
tears, threw the firfl earth upon him, after which the 
flaves filled up the grave, 

T his being done, all the furniture was brought up 
from under ground, and, wuh the remaining provident 
put on board the veJTel* The old man, overcome with 
borrow, and not being able to Hand, was laid upon a 
fort of J itter, and carried to the fhip, which put forth to 
fea, and in. a fliort time failed quite out of light* The 
day-light, which began to enter the Sukante apartment^ 
obliged Scheherazade to Hop here; Schahriar arofe at 
the ufual hour, and for the fame reafon as before, he 
prolonged the Sukanefs’s life, and left her with Dinar- 
zade* 

The Fifty~feventh Night* 

T HE next morning before day, Dinarzade addrelfed 
hcrfclf to the Sultanefs in thefe words ; My dear 
filler, if you be not afleep, be me a fed to continue the 
adventures of the third Calender* You mull know them, 
filter, faid Scheherazade, that the prince went on with 
the relation of his liory to Zobeide and the company, as 
follows; 

After the old man and his flaves were gone with the 
vellel, t was left alone upon the ifland. I lay that night 
in the ful^terranean dwelling, which they had ihut up, 
and when the day came, 1 ivalked round the Hie, and 
flopped in fuck places as I thought moil proper to re- 
pole in when i had need. 


1 led 
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l led this vvearifome life for a month together; after 
which I perceived the fea to be mightily fallen, the 
niand to be much larger, and the main land feemed to 
be drawing near me. In effefl, the water grew fo low, 
n^at there was but a fmall Areani between me and the 
ferra firma^ I crofled it, and the water did nopcome 
e middle of my leg, I marched lb long upon 
the ilime and fands, that 1 was very weary ; at laft I 
got upon firm ground, and when at a good difiance 
from the fea, I iiivv a good way before me ibmewhat 
which gave me fome comfort, for I 
laid to myfdf, I /hall find fomebody or other, it not 
being poffible that this fire ihould kindle of itfelf; but 
when I came nearer hand, I found my error, and faw 
that what i had taken to be a fire was a cattle of red cop¬ 
per, which the beams of the fan made look at a dif- 
tance as if it had been in flames, 

I flopped near the cattleiand fat down to admire its ad¬ 
mirable fhmdure, and to refl a while ; I had not taken 
inch a full view of this magnificent building as It de- 
ferved ; when I faw ten handfome young men coming 
along, as if they had been taking a walk ; but that 
which moft fuqirized me was, that they were all blind 
of the right eye ; they accompanied an old man who 
was very tall, and of a venerable afpea, 

I could not but wonder at the fight of fo many half-* 
blind men all together* and every one of the fame eye ; 
As I was thinking in my mind, by ivhac adventure all 
thele men could come together, they came up to me, 
and feemed to be mighty glad to fee me : After the fir A 
compliments were paffed, they enquired what had 
brought me thither? I told them, my ftorv would be 
fome what tedious, but if they would take the trouble 
to fit down, I would fatisfy their requett, They did fo, 
and 1 related to them all that had happened unto me 
fince I left my kingdom, which filled them with 
aftomfhmcnt. 

After I had ended my difcourfe the young gentle¬ 
men prayed me to go with them into the cattle ; [ 
accepted the profler, and we patted thro* a great many 
halls, anti-chambers, bed-chambers, and ciofets, very 
well furniflied, and arrived atlaft into a Ipacious hall, 

where 
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where there were ten fmall blue fofas fet round* and 
feparate from one another, upon which they fat by day, 
and Heps by night. In the middle of this round, there 
flood an eleventh fofa, not fo high as the reft but of 
the fame colour, upon which the old man, above-men¬ 
tioned fat down, and the young gentlemen made ufe of 
the other ten, whereas each lofa could only contain 
one man; one of the young men fays to me. Comrade, 
lit down upon that carpet in the middle of the room, 
and do not enquire into any thing that concerns us, nor 
the reafon why we are all blind of the right eye, be 
content with what you fee, and let not your curiofity 
go any farther* 

The old man having fat a little while, rofe up, and 
went out; but he returned in a minute or two, brought 
in fupper to thofe ten gentlemen, diftnbuted to each 
man. his proportion by himfelf, and likewife brought 
me mine, which I eat by myfelf, as the reil did ; and 
when fupper was aim oft done, he prefen ted to each of 
us a cup of wine. 

They thought my ftory fo extraordinary, that they 
made me repeat it after fupper, and this gave occafion 
to difeourfes that lafted a good part of the night. One 
of the gentlemen obferving that it was late, faid to the 
old man. You fee it is time to go to bed, and you don’t 
bring us that with which we may acquit ouifelves of 
our duty: At thefe words the old man arofe, and went 
into a clofet, from whence he brought out upon his 
head ten bafonsone after another, all covered with blue 
Huff; he fet one before every gentleman, together with 
a light. 

They uncovered their bafons, in which there were 
allies, coal-duft, and lampblack; they mixed all to¬ 
gether, and rubbed and bedaubed tlfeir faces with it ia 
inch a manner that they looked very frightful. After 
having thus blacked thetnfelves they fell a weepi ng, and 
.'amenting, beating their heads and breafts, and cried 
continually. This is the fruit of our idlenefs and de¬ 
bauches. 

They continued thus almoft the whole night, and 
when they left off, the old man brought them water, 
with which they walked their faces and hands, they 

changed. 
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changed all their domes, winch were fpoiled, and put 
on others $ ib that they did not look in the lead ns if 
they had been doing, fo ftrange an. a&ij i„ 

V on may judge, madam, how unenfy I wa* all the 
wliiie; 1 had a mnitt a thoufand times to break the 
hence which thofe young gentlemen, had impoled upon 
me, and alk queftions ; nor was it poifible for me to 
fieep that night- 

g Q t up next day we went out to walk, and 
taen I told thorn. Gentlemen, I declare to you, that 
] muit renounce that law which, you preferibed to me 
fall night, for I cannot obftrve it: You are men of 
feufe, and all of you have wit lit abundance, you have 
convinced me of it, yet I have fecn you do fuch aftions 
as none but madmen could be capable of Whatever 
misfortune liefals me, I cannot torbear alking, Why 
you bedaubed your faces with black ? How it comes 
that each of you have but one eye ? feme lingular thing 
mull certainly be the caufeofit, therefore 1 conjure you 
to fatlsfy hiy curiofity. To theft p retting in fiances they> 
anfwered nothing., but that it was none of my b a fine ft 
to.affc fuch qutflions, and that X ihould do well to hold 
my peace,y, 

. Wepaffed that clay mdifcourfts upon indifferent fub.- 
jefts, and when night was come and every man had 
i upped, the old man brought an the blue bafons, and 
the young gentlemen bedaubed their faces, wept and 
beat themldvcs, crying. This k the fruitof our idla- 
nefs and debauches, as be ore, and continued the fame 
actions the following night At laft, not being able to 
rdH my oirisficy, 1 earnedly prayed them tofatUfy me, 
or to fhew me how to return to my own kingdom - for 
it was impoflible for me to keep them company any 
longer, and to lee every night fuch an odd fpectade, 
without being permitted to know the reafbn.. 

One of the gentlemen anfwered in behalf of the reft* 
Do not wonder at our conduct in regard to yourfeIf, 
and that hitherto wc have not granted your reqncft: it 
is out of mere kindnefs, to prevent your forrow of be¬ 
ing reduced to the lame condition with us. If you have 
a niind to try our unfortunate deftiny, you need but 
fgeakj and we will give you the lamfaftion you define 

I to Id 
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1 told them J was refolded on T t, let come what will* 
Cnee more, faid die fame gentleman, we ad vile you to 
re drain your curiofity ; it will coil you the Jofs of your 
right eye. No matter, faid I, I declare to you, that 
If fuck a misfortune befai me I will not Impute it to 
you, but to myfeif. 

He farther reprefented to me, that when l bad loft an 
eye, I mull not hope to day with them, if I were fo 
minded, becaufe their number was complete, and no 
addition could be made to it* I told them, that itwousd 
be a great faufadlkm to me never to part from fuch 
houefl gentlemen, but if there were neceJnty for it, I 
was ready to fubmit ; and let it coil me what it would 
1 begged .them to grant my requeH. 

The ten gentlemen perceiving that l was fo pofitive m 
my refolutvon, took afbeep, and killed it, and after 
they had taken off the Mn, preknued me with a knife, 
telling me it would be ufeful to me on a certain occa- 
don, which they fhould tell me,of prefcntly* We mull 
.few you into this fkin, faid they, and then leave you ; 
upon which a/owl of a m on (Irons fixe, called a roc, 
will appear in the air, and taking you to be a (keep, 
will come down upon you, and carry you up to the 
very fky; but let not that frighten you, he will come 
down with you again, and lay you on the top of a 
mountain. When you find yourfclf upon the ground* 
cut the fkin with the knife, and throw it off. As Coon 
as die roc fees you, be will fly away for fear, and leave 
you at liberty - Do notilay, but walk on till you com* 
to a prodigious large calllc, all covered with plates of 
gold, large emeralds, and other precious ilones: Go up 
to the gate, whidh always Hands open, and walk in ; 
We have been in the callle as long as we have been 
here ; we will cell you nothing of vvhat we faw, or what 
befel us there, you wiil learn it of yourfclf; all that we 
can inform you is, that it hath eoft each of us our right 
eye, and the penance which you have been witneis to, 
is wkat we are obliged to do, bccaufe we have been 
there. The hiflory of each of us in particular is fo full 
of extraordinary adventures, that a large volume would 
not contain than* ilut wo mull explain ourfclves no 
farther* 


3 
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Here Scheherazade broke off the d ifcourfe, and fays to 
the Sultan of the Indies* Sir, my fitter called upon me 
this morning fooner than ordinary* I fear I have wearied 
your majefty’s patience* But now day appears in very 
good feafon, and commands my filence. Schahnar's 
curiofity prevailed ft ill upon him to difpenfe with hit 
cruel oath* 


*Ths Fifty-eighth Night* 

D lnarzade did not call fo early this night as flic did 
the lait, yet ftie called upon the SuTtanefs before 
day: If you be not afleep, fitter, pray cominue the 
jftory of the third Calender. Scheherazade refumed 
it thus* perfonating the Calender in his difcoufe to 
Zobeidc. 

Madam, when the gentleman had ended this di£- 
courfc, 1 wrapt myfelf in the fheep’s fkin* held faft the 
knife which was given me ; and after thofe young gen¬ 
tlemen had been at the trouble to few the ikin about 
me, they retired into the hall* and left me on the place* 
The roc they had fpoke of was not long a coming, he 
fell down upon me* took me up between his talons* 
like a iheep* and carried me up to the top of the 
mountain. 

When I found myfelf upon the ground, I made ufe 
of the knife, cut the Ikin* and throwing it off, the roc 
at the fight of me flew away. This roc is a white bird, 
of a monllrous fize, his ttrength is fuch, that he can 
lift up elephants from the plains, and carry them to the 
tops of mountains, where he feeds upon them. 

Being impatient till I reached the caftle I loft no 
time, but made fo much hafte* that I got thither in 
half a day’s journey, and I muft fay that I found it 
furpaffed the defeription they had given me of it* 

The gate being opened I entered into a court that was 
f^Liare, and fo large that there was round it ninety-nine 
gates of wood of landers and aloes, with one of gold, 
without counting thofe of feverai magnificent ftair-cafes, 
that led up to apartments above* befides many morel 
could not lee. The hundred doors I fpoke of opened 
into gardens or ftore-houfes full of riches* or into places 
which contained things wonderful to be feen, 

I faw 
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I faw a door Handing open juft before me, thro’ which 
I entered into a large hall, where J found forty young 
ladies of fuch perfect beauty, that Imagination could 
not go beyond it; they were all moil: fiunptuoufly ap¬ 
parelled; and as foon as they faw me, rofe up, and 
without expecting my compliments, faid to me, with 
demonflrations of joy, Noble Sir, you are very welcome. 
And one fpoke to me in the name of the reft, thus: We 
have been in expectation a long while of fuch a gentle¬ 
man as yon : your mein allures us that you are matter 
of all the good qualities we can witti for; and we hope 
you will not find our company difagreeable or unworthy 
of vour’s. 

They forced me, notwithstanding all the oppofition 
I could make, to lit down on a l'eat that was higher than 
their* 5 , and tho’ 1 fignified that I was uneafy ; That’s 
your place, faid they, you are at prefent our lord, 
mailer, and judge, and we are your Haves, ready to 
obey your commands. 

Nothing in the world, madam, did fo much aHonifh 
me as the pattion and eagernefs of thofe fair ladies, to 
do me all poffible fervice. One brought hot water to 
walh my feet, afecond poured fweet feented water on 
my hands, others brought me all forts of neceflaries, 
and change of apparel; and others brought in a mag¬ 
nificent collation ; and the refi came with glafTes in 
their hands, to fill me delicious wines, and all in good 
order, and in the moH charming manner that could be. 
1 eat and drank; after which the ladies placed them- 
fetves about me, and defired an account of my travels. 
1 gave them a full relation of my adventures, which 
laffed till night came on. 

Scheherazade making a Hop here, her fitter attted her 
the reafon ; Do you not fee J tis day, fays the Sultanefs, 
wherefore did you not call me fooner i 

The Sultan expe&mg fome pleafant adventures from 
the arrival of the third Calender at the palace of the 
forty ladies, would not deprive himfelf of the pleafure 
to hear them, and therefore again put off the death of 
the Sultanefs, 
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9*be Fifty-ninth Ntght. 

D Tnarzade flept as long this night as (he did the 
lift, and when it was aim oft day foe called to the 
Suhaneft, Dear fitter, if you be not alleep, pray tell us 
what palled in the fine caftle where you left qs yefterday. 

I will, laid Scheherazade, and addref&ng her fpeech 
to the Sultan, faid, Sir, the Calender refumed his nar¬ 
rative after this manner. 

When I had made an end of my fiery, which I related 
to the forty ladies, fame of them that lat neareft me, 
flaid to keep me company, whilft the reft, feeing it was 
dark, roi’e up to fetch tapers: They brought a prodi¬ 
gious quantity, which made flick a marvellous light as 
if it had been day, and -they were fa pro portion ably 
diipofed, that nothing could be more beautiful. 

Other ladies covered a table with dry fruits, fweeN 
meats, and every thing proper to make the liquor reli th : 
And a fide-board was let with fever a i forts of wine and 
other liquors. Some ofiheladies came in with muficai 
inftruments* and when every thing was prepared, they 
Invited me to Tit down to fupper. The ladies fat down 
with me,, and we continued a long while at flipper. 
They that were to play upon the intlrumeats and ling, 
role up, and made a moll charming concert* The 
others begin a fort of ball, and danced two and two, 
one after another* with a wonderful good grace. 

It was pall midnight ere ihoft diveriifejiients ended: 
At length one of the ladies fays to me, You are doubt- 
left wearied by the journey you have made to-day ^ it is 
time for you to go to reft ; your lodging is prepared : 
But before you depart, make choice of any of us you 
like ha ft, to be your bed-fellow* I anfwcred, 1 hat „I 
knew better things than to offer to make my own choice, 
fince they were all equally beautiful, witty*, and worthy 
of my refpefts and femce, and that I would not be 
guilty of fo much incivility, as to prefer one before 
another. 

The fame lady thatfpoketo me before, anfwercd. 
We are very well faiisfiedof your civility, and find you 
are afraid to create a jealoufy among ns, which occa¬ 
sions vour modefty j but let not this hinder you* ^e 

allure 
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allure you, that the good fortune of her whom you 
chafe fhall caufe no jealoufy ; for we are agreed among 
ourfelves, that every one of us fhall have the lame ho¬ 
nour till it go round ; and when forty days are pail:, 
to begin again; therefore make your free choice, and 
lofe no time to go and take the repofe you Hand in need 
of* T was obliged to yield to their inftances, and offered 
my hand to the lady tliat fpoke ; fhe, in return, gave 
me her’s, and we were condu&ed to a fumptuous apart¬ 
ment, where they left us ; and then every one retired to 
their own apartment*—But cfay appears. Sir, laid Sche¬ 
herazade to the Sultan, and your niajefly, t hope, will 
permit me to leave the Calender prince with his lady* 
Schahriar returned no anfwer, but faid to himfelf as he 
got up* I mull allow that the ftory is extraordinary fine, 
and that I fhould be very much in the wrong not to hear 
it out. 

The Sixtieth Night. 

D Inarzade did not fail about the latter end of the 
next night to addrefs the Sultan els thus: If you. 
be not aileep, fifler, pray relate to us the following part 
of the wonderful ftory of the third Calender: Very 
willingly, faid Scheherazade* The prince continued 
it thus : I was fcarce dreffed next morning, when the 
other thirty-nine ladies came into my chamber, all in 
other drefles than they had the day before : They bid 
me good-morrow, and enquired after my health; after 
which they carried me to a bagnio, where they walked 
me themfelves, and whether 1 would or no, ferved me 
in every thing I Hood in need of; and when I came out 
of the bath, they mftde me put on another fun much 
richer than the former* 

We pad: the whole day almoft constantly at table ; 
and when it was bed*time, they prayed me again to 
make choice of one of them to keep me company* In 
fhort, madam, not to weary you with repetitions, I 
mult tell you, that I continued a whole year among 
thofe forty ladies, and received them into my bed one 
after another: and during all the time of this voluptu¬ 
ous life, we met not with the lea ft kind of trouble* 
When the year was expired, I was ftrangely furprixed 
Vol* I* i that 
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that thefe forty ladies, i a Read of appearing with their 
uibal chearfulnefs, to afk how I did, entered one morn¬ 
ing into my chamber all in tears: They embraced me 
with great tendernefs one after another, faying. Adieu, 
dear prince, adieu ! for we mull leave you. Their tear* 
affe&ed me; J prayed them to tell me the reafon of their 
grief, and of the reparation they fpoke of. For God J i 
fake, fair ladies, let me know, laid I, it it be in my 
power to comfort you, or if my afljftance can be any 
way ufeful to you. Indead of returning a direct an- 
fwer, Would to God, faid they, we had never feen or 
known you. Several gentlemen have honoured us with 
their company before you ; but never one of them had 
that cornelinefe, that fweetnefs, that pkafantnefs of hu¬ 
mour and merit which you have ; vve know not how to 
live without you. After they fpoke thefe words^ they 
began to weep bitterly. My dear ladies, faid J, be 
fo kind as not to keep me in fufpenfe any longer: 
Tell me the caufe of your forrovv, Alas l faid they. 
What other thing could be capable of grieving us, but 
the necedlty of parting from you ? It may fo happen, 
that we ihall never fee you again; but if you be fo 
minded, and have command enough over yourfclf, it is 
not impoilible for us to meet again. Ladies, faid I, 
I underffcmd not your meaning, pray explain yourfelves 
more clearly. 

Oli then, faid one of them, to fatisfy you, we mu ft 
acquaint you that we are all princess, daughters of 
kings, wc live here together in fudi manner as you 
have feen, but at the end of every year, we are obliged 
to be abfent forty days upon indifpenfible duties, 
which we are not permitted to rev®al; and afterwards 
we return again to this caftle, Yetlcrday was the lait 
of the year, and we mu 0 leave you this day, which Is 
the caufe of our grief. Before we depart, we will leave 
you the keys of every thing, especially thefe belonging 
to the hundred doors, where you will find enough to 
fatisfy your curichly, and to fwceten your foliiude dur¬ 
ing our abfence : But for your own welfare, and our 
particular concern in you, we recommend unto you to 
forbear opening the golden door, for if you do, we 
ill all never fee you again $ and the fear of this augments 
5 our 
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our grief* We hope, nevcrthclefs, that you will follow 
the advice we give you, as you tender your own quiet* 
and the happinefs of your life; therefore take heed that 
you do not give way to indifereet curioiky, for you will 
do yourfelf a confiderable prejudice. We conjure you 
therefore, not to commit this fault* but to let us have the 
comfort of finding you here again after forty days. We 
would willingly carry the key of the golden door along 
with us ; but that would be an affront to a prince like 

you, to queftiom your diferetion and modefty.- 

Scheherazade had a mind to go on ; but flie faw day 
appear, and flopped, The Sultan being curious to 
know what the third Calender would do when the 
forty ladies were gone, and had left him alone in the 
cattle, referred the hearing of ?t till next day* 

T'/je Sixty-jirji Night % 

T HE officious Dinarzade being awake long before 
day, called to the Sultanefs, if you be not adeep, 
filler, corifider that it i n time to tell the remaining part 
of the ilory to our lord the Sultait, Scheherazade ad-- 
dreffing herfelf to the Sultan, faid. Sir, your majetty 
may be pleafed to know, that the Calender purfued his 
flory thus ; 

Madam, fays he, this difeourfe of the fair princeifes 
made me extremely forrowful, 1 omitted not to make 
them fenfible how much their abfence would afllift me : 

I thanked them for their good advice, and allured them 
that i would follow it, and willingly do what was much 
more difficult, ,in order to be fo happy as to pafs the 
reft of my days with ladies of fueh rare qualifications. 
We took leave of one another with a great deal of ten- 
dernefs, and having embraced them all, atlaftthey de- 
parted, and I was left alone in the cattle, 

Theljr agreeable company, the good cheer, the concert 
of muflek, and other picafures, had fo much diverted 
me during the whole year, that I neither had time, nor 
the leatt defire to fee the wonderful things contained in 
this inchanted palace* Nay, I did not fo much as take 
notice of athoufand rare ohje&s that were every day in 
ruy fight; for I was fo taken with the charming beauty 
Qi thofe ladies, and took fo much pleafurc in feeing them 
1 2 wholly 
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wholly employed to oblige me, that their departure 
afflicted me very fenfibly ; and though their abfence was 
to be only forty days, it feemed to me an age to live 
without them* 

J-promifed myfelf not to forget the important advice 
they had given me, not to open the golden door ; but as 
I was permitted tofatisfy my curiofity in every thing 
elfe, I took the firft of the keys of the other doors, 
which were hung in good order* 

I opened the hrll door, and came into an orchard, 
which I believe the univerfe could not equal: I could 
not imagine any thing that could furpaft it, but that 
which our religion promifes us after death ; the fym- 
metry, the neatneft, the admirable order of the trees, 
the abundance and divferfity of a thoufand forts of un¬ 
known fruits, their frefhneft and beauty, ravifhed my 
fight, 

I ought not to forget, madam, to acquaint you, that 
this delicious orchard was watered after a very particular 
manner; there were channels fo artificially and propor¬ 
tion ably digged* that they carried water in abundance 
to the root3 of fuch trees as wanted it, for making them 
produce their leaves and flowers. Others carried it to 
thofe that had their fruit budded : Some carried it in 
letter quantities to thofe whofe fruits were growing big, 
and others carried only fo much as was juft requisite to 
water thofe which had their fruit come to perfection, 
and only wanted to be ripened. They exceeded the 
ordinary fruits of our gardens very much in bignefs; and 
laftly, thofe channels that watered the trees whofe fruit 
was ripe, had no more moifture than juft what would 
preferve them from withering, 

I could never be weary to look: at and admire fb 
fweet a place ; and i ihould never have left it, had X 
not conceived a great idea of the other things which I 
had not feen, I went out at laft with my mind filled 
with thofe wonders : I Unit that door, and opened the 
next. 

Infteadof an orchard, I found a flower-garden, which 
was no left extraordinary in its kind : It contained a 
fpacious plot* not watered fo profulely as the former, 
but with greater niceneft, fiirnifliing no more water 

than 
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than juft what each flower required. The rofes, jeffa.- 
mins, violets, dills, hyacinths, wind*flowers, tulips, 
croivs-foots, pinks, lilies, and an infinite number of 
other flowers, which don’t grow in other places hut at 
certain times, were there flouriihing all at once, and 
nothing could be more delicious than the fragrant fmeil 
of- this garden. 

1 opened the third door, where I found a large volary, 
paved with marble of feveral fine colours, that were not 
common. The cage was made of fanders and wood 
of aloes j It contained a vaft number of nightingales, 
gold-finches, canary-birds, larks, and other rare tinging- 
birds, which I never heard'of; and the veJTels that heTd 
their feed and water were of the moft precious jafper or 
agate. 

Belides, this volary was fo exceeding neat, that confi- 
dering its extent, one would think there could be no 
lefs than a hundred perfons to keep it fo clean as it was; 
but all this while not one fbui appeared, either here or 
in the gardens where 1 had been ; and yet I could not 
perceive a weed, or any fuperfluous thing there* The 
lun went down, and 1 retired, being perfectly charmed 
with the chirping notes of the multitude of birds, who 
then began to perch uponfuch places as were convenient 
for them to repofe on during the night* 1 went to my 
chamber, rcfolving to open all the left of the doors the 
days following, excepting that of gold. 

I filled not to open the fourth door next day, and if 
what 1 had feen before was capable of Apprizing me, 
that which 1 law then put me into a perfect extacy, 1 
went into a large court furKmnded with buildings of an 
admirable ftrutture, the dele rip lion ftf which I will 
pafs by, to avoid prolixity. 

This building had forty doors, wide open, and thro 5 
each of them there was an entrance into a t re a fury, fe¬ 
veral of which were of greater value than the largeft 
kingdoms. The firfl contained heaps of pearls ; and, 
what is a mo it incredible, the number of thofe floors 
which are moi\ precious, and as large as pigeons* 
exceeded the number of thofe of the ordinary fize. ^ 
the ieccmd treafury, there were diamonds, carbuncles, 
and rubies. In the third there were emeralds, in tho 
^ 3 fourth 
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fourth there were iagots of gold. In the fifth money* 

In the fixth ingots of filler. In the two following 
there was alfo money. The reft contained amethyils, 
chryfolites, topazes, opals, turquoifes, and hyacinths,- 
with all the other ftones unknown to us, without men¬ 
tioning agate, jafper, cornelian, and coral, of which 
there was a ftore-houfe filled, not only with branches, but 
whole trees* 

Being filled with amazement and admiration, I cried 
out to myfeJf, after having fecn all thefe riches. Now, 
if all the treasures of the kings of the univerfe were ga¬ 
thered together in one place, theyoould not come near 
this ; What good fortune have 1 to poffefs all this wealth 
with fo many admirable princefTes 1 
I fhall not Bay, madam, to tell you the particulars of 
all the other rare and precious things I law the days fol¬ 
lowing : I fhall only tell you, that thirty-nine'days af¬ 
forded me but juft as much time as was neceffary to open 
ninety-nine doors, and to admire all that prefen ted itfelf 
to my view, fo that there was only the hundredth door 
left, the opening of which I was forbid* 

Day began to appear in the apartments of the Sultan 
of the Indies, which impofed filence upon Scheherazade: 
But Schahriar was too much taken with this pleafant * 
ftory, not to hear the remainder of it next day, and 
accordingly he got up with that refolution, 

Sixty-fecwd Night, 

D Inarzade, who had as ardent a defire as Schahriar 
to hear wha^ wonderful things were locked up by 
the key belonging to the golden door, called the Sul- 
tanefs very early* If you be not afleep, filler, pray make 
an end of that amazing llory of the third Calender* He 
went on thus, fays Scheherazade : I was come to the 
fortieth day after the departure of thofe charming pran- 
cedes, and had I but retained fo much power of myfelf 
as I ought to have had, I fhould have been this day the 
happieil of all mankind, whereas now I am the moil un¬ 
fortunate* They were to return next day, and the plea- 
fure of feeing them again ought to have reftraiiTed my 
enriofity: But thro* my weaknefs, which I fhall ever re¬ 
pent, I yielded to the temptations of the evil fpim, who 

gave 
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gave me no reft till 1 h:td thrown myfolf into ihofe 
misfortunes that I have ft ace undergone, 

I opened chat fatal door, which l pfomifed not ta 
meddle with, and had not moved my foot to go in, 
when a fmeil that was pleafant enough, hut contrary to 
my conftitution, made me faint away : Nevertheless I 
came to myfelf again, and inftead of taking notice of 
this warning to fhut the door, and forbear fat is Tying 
my coriofiiy, I went in, after I had fiood fome time in 
the air, to carry off the feent, which did not incommode 
me any more : i found a large place, very well vaulted, 
the pavement was ftrewed over with faffron; feveral 
cmdlefticks of mafl'y gold, with lighted tapers that 
find led of aloes and ambergris, lighted the place ; and 
this light was augmented hy lamps of gold and filver, 
that burnt with oil made of ieverat forts of fweet4cented 
materials* 

- Among a ^reat many objeffo that engaged my atten¬ 
tion, I perceived a black horie, of the iundfomeft and 
bell ihape that ever was feca, 1 went nearer, the better 
to obferve him, and found he had a {addle and brjdle of 
maffy gold, cunoufly wrought. The one fide of Ms 
trough was filled with clean barley and feffems, and the 
other with rofe-water: I took him by the bridle, and led 
him forth to view him by the iighr; I got on his back, and 
would have had him move ; but he not ftirring, I whip¬ 
ped him with a Avitch I had taken up in his magnifi¬ 
cent liable ; and he had no fooner felt the ftroke, than 
he began to neigh wkh a horrible noife, and extending 
Ms wings, which X had not feen before, he fiew up with 
me into the air, <jui te out of fight, I thought on nothing 
then, but to fit tail ; and confidering the fear that had 
feized upon me, I fat very well. He afterwards flew 
down again towards the earth, and lighting upon the ter¬ 
rain o i a callle, without giving me any time to get off, 
he fi^pok me out of the laddie with fuch force, that he 
made me fall behind him, and with the end of his tail 
ilruck out mine eye, 

r l hus J became blind of one eye, and then l began to 
remember the piedI£lLuis of the ten young gentlemen. 
T he horie ficwuigain out of fight. 1 got up very much 
troubled at the iMsforturrc 1 had brought upon my/elf; 

X 4 X walked 
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I walked upon the terrafs, covering my eye with one of 
my hands* for it pained me exceedingly, and then came 
down* and entered Into a hall, which I knew prefently 
by the ten fofas in a circle, and the eleventh in the 
middle* lower chan the reft, to be rhe fame caftie from 
whence I was taken away by the roc. 

The ten half.blind .gentlemen were not in the hall 
when I came in, bat came foon after with rhe old man ; 
they Were not at all fur prized to fee me again, nor at the 
lois of my eye ; but iaid. We are ferry that we cannot 
congratulate yon upon your return, as we could have de- 
ft red ; but we are not the caufe of your misfortune- \ 
fnouJd be in the wrong to accufe you* fa id I, for 1 have 
drawn it upon myfelf, and I can charge the fault upon no 
other per fen. If it be a confolatioa to the unfortunate, 
faid they* to have fellows, this example may aflford us 
a fubjeft of rejoicing; all that has happened to you, we 
have alio undergone ; r we tailed all forts of pleafure, 
during a year fucceffivcly ; and we had continued to 
enjoy tue fame happinefs ftill, had we not opened 
the golden door, when the princelTcS were abfent: You 
have been no wifer than we, and have had like wife 
tne fa^ie punilhment ; we would gladly receive you 
among us, to do fuch penance as we do, though we 
know not how long it may continue- But we have 
already declared the reafons that hinder us, therefore 
depart from hence* and go to the court of Bagdad, 
where you fhall meet with him that can decide your 
deftiny; They told me the way 1 was to travel, and fa 
I left them, 

On the road I caufed my Heard and eye-brows to be 
fhaven, and took on a Calender’s habit. I have had a 
long journey, but at Lift] arrived this evening in this 
city, where I met thde my brother Calenders at the 
gate, being ftrangers as well as myself. We wondered 
much atone another, to fee we were all three blind of the 
lame eye ; but we had not leifure to difeourfe long of 
cur common calamities, we had only fo much time as to 
come hither, to implore thofe favours which you have 
been generouily pi afed to grant us* 

The third Calender having finifhed this relation of 
his adventures, Zobeide addreffed her fpeech to him 

and 
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and his fellow Calenders thus: Go wherever you think 
fit, you are. all three at liberty* But one of them an- 
Iwered, Madam, we beg you to pardon our curiofity, 
and permit us to hear thofe gen element Tories who have 
not yet fpoke. Then the lady turned to that fide where 
the caliph, the vizier Giafar, and Mefroa r ttood, whom 
fhe knew not; but faid to them, *Tis now your turn to 
tell me your adventures, therefore fpcak. 

The grand vizier, Giafar, who nad always been the 
fpokefman, anfwered Zobeide, thus : Madam, in order 
to obey you, we need only to repeat what we have laid 
already, before vve entered your houfe: We are mer¬ 
chants of Mouflbl, that came to Bagdad, to fell our 
merchandize that lies in the khan where we lodge, We 
dined to-day withfeveral other pe* fons of our profeffion, 
at a merchant’s houfe of this city ; who, after he had 
treated us with choice dainties, and excellent wines, 
font for men and women dancers, and muficians. The 
great noife we made brought in the watch, who arretted 
iome of the company, and we had the good fortune to 
efcape ; But it being already late, and the door of our 
khan Chut up, we knew not whither to retire. It was 
our hap, as we patted along this ibreet, to hear mirth 
at your houfe, which made us determine to knock at 
your gate* This is all the account that we can give 
you, in obedience to your commands. 

Zobeide having heard this difeourfe, feemed to he- 
fitate upon what foe fhould fay, which the Calenders 
perceiving, prayed her to grant the fame favour to the 
three Moulted merchants, as be had done to them. 
Well then, faid ttie, I give my con fen t, for you fhall 
all be equally obliged to me : I pardon you all, pro¬ 
vided you depart immediately out of this houfe, and 
go whither you pleafe. 

Zobeide having given this command in a tone that 
figni&ed foe would be obeyed, the caliph, the vizier, 
Mefronr, the three Calenders, and the porter, departed, 
without faying one word: For the prefence of the feven 
Haves with their weapons kept them in awe. When 
they were out of the huufe, and the door (hut, the 
caliph faid to the Calenders, without making Ipmfelf 
known, You Gentlemen Grangers, that are newly 
1 j come 
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come to town, which way do you dcfign to go, finee 
it is noryet day ? *Tis that which perplexes us. Sir, 
laid they. Follow us, replies the caliph, and we will 
bring you out of danger. After faying thefe words he 
whhpered to the vizier, Take them along with you, 
and to-morrow morning bring them to me ; 1 will caufe 
their hi dory to be put in writing, for it defer ves a place 
in the annals of my reign. 

The vizier Giafar rook the three Calenders along 
with him ; the porter went to his quarters, and the caliph 
and Mefrour returned to the palace: The caliph went to 
bed, but could not get a wink of deep, his ipirlts were 
fo perplexed by the extraordinary things he had fee a 
and heard; But above all he was mod concerned to know 
whoZobeide was ; v-hat reafon fhe could havtf to be fo 
fevere to the two black bitches, and why Amine had her 
bofbm io mortified. Day began to appear whilft he was 
thinking upon thefe things j he arole and went to his 
council chamber* where he ufed to give audience, and 
fat upon his throne. 

The grand vizier, came in a little after, and paid his 
refpe&s as ufual, Vizier, faid the caliph, the affairs 
that we have to confider at prefent are not very p ref- 
ling* that ©f the three ladies and the two black bitches is 
much more fo : My mind cannot be at cafe, till I be 
thoroughly fatisfied in all thofe matters that have fur- 
prized me fo much. Go bring thefe ladies and the 
Calenders at the fame time ; make hafte, and remem¬ 
ber that 1 do impatiently expefl your return. 

The vizier, that knew his mailer’s quick and fiery 
temper, made hafte to obey, and went to the ladies* 
to whom, he communicated, in a civil way, the orders 
lie had to bring them before the caliph, without taking 
any notice of what had paffed the night before at 
their non ft. 

The ladies put on their veils, and went with the vi- 
*ier j as he paffed by his own honfe, he took the three 
Calenders along with him, and they in the mean time* 
Jiad got notice that they had both feen andfpoke with 
'the caliph f without knowing Mm* The vizier brought 
them to tlte palace with fo much diligence, that the 
caliph was mighty well pleafed at it, This prince* 
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that he might keep good decorum before all the officers 
of his court that were then prefent, made thofe ladies 
be placed behind the hanging of the door of the room 
that was next his bedchamber, and kept the three Ca¬ 
lenders by him; who* by their refpedtful behaviour, 
gave fufficient proof, that they were not ignorant before 
whom they had the honour to appear. 

When the ladies were placed, the caliph turned to¬ 
wards them, and faid, Ladies, when 1 thall acquaint 
you that I came lad night difguifed, in a merchant’s ha¬ 
bit, into yourhoufe, it will certainly alarm you, and 
make you fear that you have offended me ; and, per¬ 
haps, you believe that I have fent for you to no other 
end, bat to ihtw fame marks of my refentmeat; But 
be not afraid, you may reil affured, that 1 havo forgot 
all that has paft, and am very well fadsfied with your 
condo£ 1 . I wiCh that all the ladies of Bagdad had as 
much dificretlon as you have given proof of before me. 
2 Baall always remember the moderation you made ufe 
of, after the incivility that we had committed. I was 
.hen a merchant of Mouflbl, but am at prefast Haro no 
Alrafchid, the feventh caliph of the glorious houfe of 
Abbas, that holds the place of our great prophqt. I 
have only fent for you to know who you nre^ and to 
aik yon For whatreafon one of you, after fevercly whip¬ 
ping the two black bitches, did weep with them * And 
1 am no Jefs curious to know, why another of you has 
herboiom fo full of fears. 

Tho J the caliph pronounced thefe words very diflind- 
ly, and that the three ladies heard him well enough, 
yet the vizier Giafar did, outof ceremony, repeat them 
over again. 

Bur, Sir, faid Scheherazade *tis clay, and if your 
majefly thinks fit that I ftiatl go on with the re It of 
this ltory, you will be pleafed to prolong my life until 
to-morrow. The Sultan agreed to it, knowing that 
Scheherazade would relate the hiftory of Zobeidev 
which he had a mighty defire to hear. 

Tbt Sixty-third Night, 

D BAT< filler, fays Dinarznde, about break of day, 
if you be not aflcep, pray tell us the dory of Zo- 
bade * for doubtielsj that lady told it to the caliph. She 
* I 6 certainly 
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certainly did, fays Scheherazade, after that prince, by 
his tlifcourfe, had encouraged her to it. And it was 
in this manner that fhe iatislied his curiofity, 

*Tht Bury of Zobride* 

C Ommander of the faithful, fays fhe, the relation 
which lam about to give your majefty is one of 
the ft range ft that ever was heard. The two black 
bitches and m vfeIf are lifters by the fame father and mo- 
.ther j and l ilia if acquaint you by what ftrange acci- 
cident they came to be metamorphofed. The two ladies 
that live with me, and are now here, are alfo mv fillers 
by the father's fine, but by another mother: She that 
has the fears upon her breaft, her name is Amine, the 
other is Safie, and mine Zobeide*. 

After our father’s death, the eft ate that he left us 
was equally divided among us, and as foon as thefe 
two filters received their portions, they went from me 
to live with their mother. My other two fillers and 
myieJf ftayed with our mother who was then alive, 
and when fhe died left each of us a thoufand fequins* 
As foon as we received our portions* the two elder, (for I 
am the youngeft) being married, followed their huf- 
bands, and left me alone. Some time after, my eldeft 
filter's huiband fold all that he had, and with that 
money and my filter’s portion, they went both into 
Africa, where her hulband, by riotous Jiving and de¬ 
bauchery, fpent all; and finding himfeJf reduced to 
poverty, he found a pretext for divorcing my filler* and 
put her away. 

She returned to this city, and having fuffered incredi¬ 
ble hardships by the way, came to me in fo lamentable a 
condition, that it would have moved the bardell heart to 
compaffion, I received her with all the tendernefs fhe 
could expert, and enquiring into the caufe of her fad 
condition, fhe told me with tears, how inhumanly her 
hulband had dealt by her, I was fo much concerned at 
her misfortune, that it drew tears from my eyes: 1 put 
her into a bagnio, and clothed her with my own ap¬ 
parel, and fpoke to her thus : Sifter, you are the el¬ 
der, and 1 efteem you as my mother i During your 
abfence* God has bieft the portion that fell to my fhare. 
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and the employment I follow to feed and bring up filk- 
worms* A fibre you He If there is no thing l have but 
what is at your femes, and as much atyourdifpofal as 
my own. i 

We lived very comfortably together for fame months, 
and as we were often difcourfing together about our third 
lifterj and wondering we heard no news of her, Ihe 
came in as bad a condition as the elder; her hufband 
had treated her after the fame manner ; and 1 received 
her likewife with the fame affection 1 had done the 
former* 

t Some time after, my two lifters, on pretence that 
they would not be chargeable to tue, told me they had 
thoughts to marry again. I anfwered them. That if 
their putting me to charge was ali u tbe reafon, they 
might lay thofe thoughts afide, and be very welcome to 
ilay with me ; for what I had would be fuflleient to 
maintain us ail three, anfwcrable to our condition ; 
But, fays X, J rather believe you have a mind to marry 
again ; which if you have, I am fure it will very much 
furprize me : After the experience you have had of the 
fmall fatisfaftion there Is in wedlock, is it poflible you 
dare venture a fecond time? You know how rare it is 
to meet with a hufband that Is a real honeft man. Be¬ 
lieve what l fay, and let us live together, and live as 
Comfortably as we can, AH my perJuailou was in vain, 
tiiey were refolvtd to marry, and fo they did. But 
af:er fome months were paih they came back again, 
and begged my pardon a thou fund times, for not fol¬ 
lowing my advice. You are our youngeil fitter, faid 
they, and abundantly more wife than we ; but if you 
will vouchsafe to receive us once more into your houfe, 
and account us your Haves, we fhall never commit fuch 
a fan U again. My-anfwer was. Dear fitters, I have not 
altered my mind with-refpcft to you fiuce we latt parted 
from one another; come again, and take part of what 
1 nave. Upon this I embraced them again, and we lived 
together as we did formerly. 

We continued thus a whole year in perfect love and 
tranquillity; and feeing that God had increafed my fmall 
Jlock, I projected a voyage by fea, to hazard fame- 
what in trade. To this end, I went with my two fitters 
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to Bal/bra, where I bought a fhip ready fitted for fea, 
and laded her with fuch merchandize as 1 brought 
from Bagdad ; we fet fail with a fair wind, and foon 
got through the Peril an gulph; and when we got into 
the ocean, we fteered our courfe to the Indies, and faw 
land the twentieth day. ’Tvvas a v^ry high mountain, 
at the bottom of which we faw a great town, and having 
a frefh gale, we foon reached the harbour, where we 
call anchor, 

I had not patience to fray till my fillers were drefTed 
to go along with me, but went afliore in the boat by 
myfelf; and making diretfly to the gate of the town, L 
faw there a great number of men upon the guard, 
fome fitting, and others Handing with bat toons in their 
hands j and they had all fuch dreadful countenances 
that it frightened me ; but perceiving they had no mo¬ 
tion, nay not fo much as with their eyes, I took cou¬ 
rage, and went nearer, and then found they were all 
turned into Hones, I entered the town and palled thro' 
the feveral ftreets, where there Hood every where men 
in feveral poftures, but all unmoveable and petrified* 
On that fide where the merchants lived I found moll of 
the flops (but, and in fuch as were open, 1 like wife 
found the people petrified* I looked up to the chim* 
neys, but faw no imoak ; which made me conjecture 
that thofc within, as well as thofe without, were all 
turned into ilones. 

Being come into a vaft fquare, in the heart of the city, 
I percei ved a great gate, covered with plates of gold, the 
two leaves of which Hood open, and a curtain offilk Hu IF 
feemed to be drawn before it: 1 alfo faw a lamp hang* 
ing over the gate. After I had well conftdered the fa- 
brick, I made no doubt but it was the palace of the prince 
who reigned over that country ; and being very much 
aftonifhed that l had not met with one living creature, 
I went thither in hopes to find feme, I entered the 

f ate, and was ftill more furprized, when I faw none 
ut the guards in the porches, al 1 petri fied; fome Hand* 
ing, fome fitting, and fomc lying* 

I crofted over a large court, where I faw a ftately 
building juft before me, the windows of which were 
iaclofed with g?,tea Of maffy gold ; I looked upon it to 

be 
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be the queen’s apartment, and went into a large hall, 
where there flood feveral black eunuchs turned into ftone* 
I went from thence into a room richly hung and fur* 
nhhed, where X perceived a lady in the fame manner* 
1 knew it to be the queen, by the crown of gold that 
hung over her head, and, a necklace of pearl about her 
neck, each of them as big as a nut ; I went up clofe 
to her to view it, and never faw any thing finer* 

I flood fome time and admired the riches and magni¬ 
ficence of the room ; but above all, the foot-cloth, the 
cufhions, and the fofaa, which were all lined with In-* 
dian fluff of gold, with pifturcs of men and beafls in 
filver, drawn to admiration, 

Scheherazade would have continued longer, but day* 
light put a flop to her difcourle. The Sultan w as migh¬ 
tily pleafed with the flory : I mu ft, laid he, as he was 
getting out of bed, know what all this wonderful pe- 
trefafrion of men will at laft come to. 

The Sixty-fourth Night* 

D Inarzade was fo extremely pleafed with the begin¬ 
ning of this flory of Zobeide, that fhe did not 
fail to call the Snltanefs before day: If you be not 
afleep, After, pray let us know what Zobeide faw more 
in this ftrange palace* Scheherazade anfwered, the lady 
continued the flory to the caliph in this manner: 

Sir, faid fhe, 1 went out of the chamber where the 
petrified queen was, and came thro ? feveral other apart* 
menu and clofets richly furniihed, and at laft came into 
a vail large room, where there was a throne-of mafly 
gold, raifed feveralfleps above the floor, and enriched 
with large inchafed emeralds, and a bed upon the throne 
of rich fluff, embroidered with pearls- That which fur- 
prized me more than all the reft, was a fparkiing light 
which came from above the bed : Being curious to know 
from whence it came, I mounted the Heps, and lifting 
up my head, I faw a diamond as big as the egg of an 
oflrich, lying upon a low flool; it was fd pure, that I 
could not find the leafl blemifh in it, and it fparkled fo 
bright, that I could not endure the luitre of it, when I 
faw it by day, 


On 
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On each fide of the bed's head there Hood a lighted 
flambeau, but ro what ufe 1 could not comprehend 
However, it made me imagine that theie was fome 
living creature in this place; for I could not believe 
that thefe torches continued thus burning of themfelves* 
Several other rarltir detained my curiolity in this 
room, whicn was ineftSmable* were it only for the dia¬ 
mond l mentioned. 

The doors being all open, or but half Jhut, I furvey¬ 
ed fame other apartments, that were as line as thofe I 
had already iecn* X looked inter the offices and ftore- 
room , which were fu U of infiuire richer and I was fo 
much taken with the fight of all thefe wonderful things, 
that 1 forgot myfelf, and did not think on my ihip, or 
my fillers ; my whole defign was to fatisfy my curiofity i 
Mean time, night came on* which put me in mind that 
it was time to retire* I was for returning by the fame 
way I came in, but 1 could not find it, I loft myfelf 
among the apartments; and finding 1 was come back 
again to that large room, where the throne, the couch, 
the large diamond, and the torches flood, I refolved to 
make my night’s lodging there, and to depart the next 
morning betimes, to get aboard my (hip* I laid my¬ 
felf down upou the couch, not without iome dread to 
be alone in a wild place ; and this fear hindered my 
fleep. 

About midnight I heard a voice like that of a man 
reading theaicorau, after the fame manner, and in the 
fame tone, as we ufe to read in our mofques* Being 
extremely glad to hear it, I got up Immediately, and 
taking a torch in my hand to light me, X palled from 
one chamber to another, on that fide where the voice 
came from ; I came to the clofet door, where 1 flood 
Hill, no ways doubting that it came from thence, I fet 
down my torch upon the ground, and looking through 
a window, X found it to be an oratory* In ihort, it 
had, as we have in our mofques, a nich, that ihevvs 
where we mu ft turn to fay our prayers: There were 
alfo lamps hung up, and the two candleiUcks with large 
tapers of white wax burning, 

I faw a little carpet laid down like thofe we have to 
kneel upon when we fay our prayer^ and a comely young 

man 
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man fat upon this carpet reading the alcoran, which lay 
before him upon a delk, with great devotion. At the 
light of this 1 was tranlported with admiration, I won¬ 
dered how it came to pafs that he fhould be die only 
living creature in a town where all the people were 
turned into Hones* and I did not doubt but there was 
fornething in it very extraordinary. 

The door being only half fhut, I opened it, and went 
in, and Handing upright before the nich, t fald this 
prayer aloud; c Praife be to God that has favoured us 
with a happy voyage, and maybe be gracioufly pleafed 
to protect us in the fame manner* until we arrive again 
in our own country. Hear me* O Lord* and grant my 
reqqe.lt/ 

The young man call his eyes upon me, and faid* My 
good lady, pray let me know who you are, and what 
has brought you to this defoiate city ? And, in requital* 
I Will tell you who I am* what happened to me, why 
the inhabitants of this city are red need to that Hate you 
fee them in* and why I alone am fafe and found in the 
midH of fuch a terrible difafter, 

1 told hi m in few words from whence I came, what 
made me undertake the voyage, and how X fafely ar¬ 
rived at die port after twenty days* failing j and when I 
had done, 1 prayed him to perform his proiulfe, and 
told him how much 1 was llruck by the frightful defla¬ 
tion which 1 had feen in all places as I came along. 

My dear lady, fays the young man, have patience for 
a moment. At thefe words he fhut the alcoran, put it 
into a rich cafe, and laid it in the nich. I took that 
opportunity to obierve him, and perceived fo much 
good nature and beauty in him, that I felt fuch fhrange 
emotions in myfdf,_ as I never had done before. He 
made me fit down by him, and before he began his 
difeourfe, I could not forbear faying to him, with an 
air that difeovered the fentiments I was infpired with* 
Amiable Sir, dear objeft of my foul, I can fcarce have 
patience to wait for an account of all thole wonderful 
things that 1 have feen frnce the firft time I came into 
your city ; and my curiolky cannot be fatisfied too foon; 
therefore pray* Sir, let me know by what miracle you 
4 alone 
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alone are left alive among fo many perfons that have 
died m fo ft range a manner. 

Scheherazade broke off here, and faid to Schariar, 
Sir, perhaps your majefty does not perceive it is day j 
Ihould I continue my difeourfe any longer, I fliould abufe 
your attention- The Sultan got up, refolving next 
night to hear the remainder of this wonderful fiery* 

The Sixty'fftk Night, 

I F you be not afleep, filler, faid Dmarzade, next 
morning, before it was day, I would pray you 
to refume the ftory of Zobeide, and acquaint us what 
palTed between her and the young man, that fhe found 
alive in the palace you gave us fo fine a defeription of. 
I will immediately fatisfy you, faid the Sultands. Zo- 
beide went on with her itory thus: 

Madam, fays the young man, you have given me to 
under Hand you have a knowledge of the true God, by 
the prayer you juft now addreffed to him. I will ac¬ 
quaint you with the moll remarkable effedl of his great- 
nefs and power. You mull know, that this city was 
the metropolis of a mighty kingdom, over which the 
king my father did reign. That prince, his whole court* 
the inhabitants of the city, and all his other fubjedts, 
were magi, worshippers of fire, and of Nardoun, the an¬ 
cient king of the giants, who rebelled again ft God. 

And though J was begotten and born of an idolatrous 
father and mother, 1 had the good fortune in my youth 
to have a woman-governefs, who was a good muffel- 
man ; I had the aicoran by heart, and underltood the 
explanation of it perfectly well* Dear prince, would 
fhe oftentimes fay, there is but one true God; take 
heed that you do not acknowledge and adore any other. 
She taught me to read Arabick, and the book Ihe gave 
me to exercife upon was the aicoran. As foon as 1 was 
capable of underftanding it, fhe explained to me all 
the heads of this excellent book, and infufed piety into 
my mind, unknown to my father or any body elfe. She 
happened to die, but not before fheliad perfectly inftrudt- 
cd me in all that was neceffary to convince me of the 
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mufielman religion. After her death I perfifled with 
constancy in the belief 1 was in ; and I abhor the falls 
god Nardoun, and the adoration of fire, 

'Tis about three years and fome months ago, that a 
thundering voice was heard all of a fudden fo di flin£Uy, 
through the whole city, that nobody could mifs hearing 
it. The words were thefe: ( Inhabitants, abandon the 
worfhip of Nardoun, and of fire, and worfhip the only 
God that fliews mercy.’ 

This voice was heard three years fucceilively, but no 
body was converted: So the la ft day of the year, at four 
o'clock in the morning, all the inhabitants In general 
were changed in an inftant into flone, everyone in the 
fame condition and pofture they happened to be then 
in. The king, my father, had the fame fate, for he 
was metamorphofed into a black ftone, as he is to be 
feen in this palace; and the queen, my mother, had the 
like deflirty. 

I am the only perfon that did not fuffer under that 
heavy judgment, and ever fince I have continued to 
ferve him with more fervency than before, 1 am per- 
fuaded, dear lady, that he has fent you hither for my 
comfort, for which I render him Infinite thanks; for 
I mu ft own that this folitary life is very uneafy. 

All thefe exprefiions, and particularly the lafl, in- 
creafed my love to him extremely. Prince, faid I, there 
is no doubt but Providence hath brought me into your 
port, to prefent you with an opportunity of withdraw¬ 
ing from this dlfmal place; the flup that I came in, 
may in fome meafure perfuade you that I am in fome 
efteem at Bagdad, where I have left alfo a confiderable 
eilate ; and 1 dare engage to promife you fandluary 
there, until the mighty commander of the faithful, who 
is viceregent to our prophet whom you acknowledge, 
do you the honour that is due to your merit. This re¬ 
nowned prince Jives at Bagdad, and as foon as he is 
informed of your arrival in his capital, you will find 
that *tis not in vain to implore his aifiltance. J Tis im- 
poflible you can flay any longer in a cicy where all the 
objects you fee mull renew your grief: My vefifel is at 
your fervice, where you may abfolutely command as 
you fhall think fit. He accepted the offer, and wedif- 
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courfed the remaining part of the night about our 
embarkthent. 

A* Toon as it was day we left the palace, and came 
aboard my lliip, where we found my Afters* the cap¬ 
tain, and the Oaves, all very much troubled for my 
abfence. After [ had presented my filters to the prince, 

I told them what had hindered my return to the veflel 
the day before, how I had met with the young prince* 
his ftory, and the caufe of the deflation of fo fine a 
city. 

The feamen were taken upfeveral days In unlading the 
merchandize! brought along with me, and embarking, 
inftead of that, all the precious things in the palace, as 
jewels, gold and money . We left the furniture and 
goods, which con lifted of an infinite quantity of plate, 
beeaufe our vefTel could not carry it, for it would 
have required feveraf vcftHs more to carry all the riches 
to Bagdad, that was in ouroption to take with us, 

^After we had laden the vefTel with whar we thought 
fit, we took fuch provilions and water aboard as were 
necelTary for our voyage, (for we had ft ill a great deal 
of thofc provisions left that we had taken in at BaJfora) ; 
at lafl we fet fail with a wind as favourable as we could 
with. 

Here Scheherazade Taw day, and ftopt her difeourfe : 
The Sultan arofe without fpeaking a word, but he pro- 
pofed tobimfelf to hear the end of Zobeide’s ftory, and 
the wonderful deliverance of this young prince- 

The Sixty-jixth Night* 

W HEN the enfuing night was almoft gone, Di¬ 
nars ade being impatient to know the foceefs of 
Zobeide’s voyage, cailed the Suftauefa : My dear filter, 
day begins to break, for God J s fake continue the ftory 
of yefternight, and tell us whether the young prince 
and Zobeitie arrived fafe at Bagdad, 1 will, lays Sche¬ 
herazade ; Zobeide, addre fling hefeif to the Caliph, 
went on thus ; 

Sir, faid ihe, the young prince, my Afters and my- 
felf, enjoyed ourfelves for lame time very agreeably : 
But alas 1 this good unde Standing did not lait long, for 

my 
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my lifters grew jealous of the friendfhip between the 
prince and me, and maliciouJly afked me one day, what 
we Humid do with him when we came to Bagdad? I per¬ 
ceived immediately that they put this queftion to me* 
on purpoie to difcover my inclinations; therefore re¬ 
viving to put it off with a jeft, 1 anfwered them* I will 
take him for my hulhand ; and upon that* turning my-* 
felf to the prince. Sir, I humbly. beg of you to give 
your confent, for as fern as we come to Bagdad* I de- 
fign to offer you my peribn to be your Have, to do you 
all the fervice that is in my power, and to reilgn myfelf 
Wholly to your commands* 

The Prince anfwered, I know nor, madam, whether 
you be in jeft or no j but for my own part, 1 ferioufly 
declare, before thefe ladies, your fitters, that from this 
moment, I heartily accept your offer, not with any in¬ 
tention to have you as a Have, but as my lady and 
miftrefs; nor will 1 pretend to have any power over 
your adlions. At thefe words my fitters changed colour, 
and X could perceive afterwards that they did not love 
me as formerly* 

We were come into the Perfian gulf* and not /ar 
from Balfora, where I hoped* coufidering the fair wind, 
we might have arrived ihe day following; but in the 
night, when I was afleep, my fitters watched their 
time, and threw me overboard They did the fame to 
the prince, who was drowned. I fwam fome minutes 
on the water * but by good fortune, or rather miracle* 
I felt ground. I went towards a bfack place, that by 
what I could difeerh in the dark, feemed to be land, and 
aflually was a Hat on the coaft; which when day came, 
1 found to be a defert ittand, lying about twenty miles 
from Balfora. I foon dried my clothes in the fun, and 
as I walked along, I found Icveral forts of fruit, and 
like wife fivfh water, which gave me fome hopes of pre« 
ferving my life* 

I laid my felf down in a fhade, and foon after I faw a 
winged ferpent, very large and long, coming towards 
me, wriggling to the l ight a id to the left, and hanging 
out his tongue, which made me think he had got iome 
hurt.^ larofe* and faw a ferpent larger than he, follow¬ 
ing him, holding him by the tail, and endeavouring ro 
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devour him : I had companion on him, and inllead of 
Hying away, I had the boldnefs and courage to take up 
a ftone that by chance lay by me, and threw it at the 
great ferpent with all my tfrength, whom I hit on the 
head and killed him. The other, hading himfelf at 
liberty, took to his wings and hew away : I looked a 
long while after him in the air, as being an extraordi¬ 
nary thing ; but he flew out of light, and I laid down 
again in another place in iliade, and fell afleep. 

When I awaked, judge how I was furprifed to fee 
a black woman by me, of a lively and agreeable com¬ 
plexion, who held two bitches tied together in her 
hand of the fame colour. I fat up and afked her who 
ihe wasr I am, faid Hie, the ferpent whom you deliver¬ 
ed not long fnice from my mortal enemy. I knew not 
how to acknowledge the great kindnefs you did me, 
but by doing what I have done. I knew the treachery 
of your fillers, and to revenge you on them, as foon as 
I was fet at liberty by your generous affiilance I called 
feveral of my companions together, fairies like myfelf ; 
we have carried all your lading that was in your veiTel 
into your flore-houfes at Bagdad, and afterwards 
funk it* 

Thefe two black bitches are your fillers, whom I have 
transformed into this (hape : But this punifhment is not 
fufficient; for I will have you to treat them after fuch a 
manner as I fhall direft. 

At thofe words the fairy took me fa ft under one of 
her arms, and the two bitches in the other, and carried 
me to my honfe in Bagdad, where I found all the riches 
which were laden on board my veJTel in my flore-houfes* 
Before Ihe left me, file delivered me the two bitches, 
and told me. If you will not be changed into a bitch, 
as they are, I ordain you in the name of him that governs 
the fea, to give each of your fillers every night ioq lafhes 
with a rod, for the puni foment of the crime they have 
committed agrdnft your perfon, and the young prince, 
whom they drowned. I was forced to promiie that I 
would obey her order. Since that time I have whipped 
them every night, though with regret, whereof your 
majefly has been a witneis. I give evidence by my tears 
with how much forrow and reluftancy I mull perform 
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this cruel duty ; and in this your majefty may fee I am 
'Snore to be pitied than blamed. If there be any thing 
elfe with relation to rayfelf, Ehat you defire to be ia- 
formed of, my filler Amine will give you the full difca- 
very of it, by the relation of her ftory. 

After the caliph had heard Zobeide with a great deal 
of aftonilhment, hedefired his grand vizier to pray fair 
Amine to acquaint him wherefore her brcailwas marked 
with fo many fears. 

But Sir, faid Scheherazade, it is day, and 1 dare 
not detain your majelly any longer, Sehahriar being 
perfuaded that the fiery which Scheherazade was to re¬ 
late would explain the former, faid to himfelf, I muft 
have thepleafure of hearing this ftory out; Upon which 
he arofe, and refolded that Scheherazade fliould live one 
day longer. 

The Swp-fe'vsntb flight, 

D Inarzade was in a longing condition to hear the 
ftory of Amine, and therefore waked the Suita* 
nefs a long while before day, faying. Dear filler, pray 
let us know why fair Amine had her bread fo covered 
with fears. 1 confent to it, fays the Sultanefs, and that 
no time may be loft, you muft know that Amine ad- 
drefted herfeif to the caliph, and began her ftory after 
this manner; 

The S/cry of Amins* 

^'NOmmander of the faithful, fays fhe, to avoid re- 
peating what your majefty has already heard by 
my fifter’s ftory, I fitall only add, that after my mother 
had taken a houfe for herfeif to live in, during her 
widowhood, ihegave me in marriage, with the portion 
my father left me, to a gentleman that had one of the 
bell eftates in this city. 

I had fcarce been a year married when I became a 
widow, and was left in poffeffion of all my hufband’s 
eftate, which amounted to 90 thou fa nd fequins, The 
irvtereft of this money was fufficient to maintain me very 
honourably. In the mean time, when my firft fix months 
mourning was over, l caufed to be made me ten fuits 
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of clothes* very rich, fo that each fuit came to a thou* 
fund fequins ; and when the year was paft, X began to 
wear thenii 

One day* as I was bufy all alone about my private 
affairs, there came one, and told me, that a lady defired 
to fpeak to me, 1 ordered them to bring her in. She 
was a perfon well ftricken in years ; Ihe fainted me by 
killing the ground, and told me kneeling. Dear lady, 
pray excufe the freedom I take to trouble you, the con¬ 
fidence I have in your charity makes me thus bold- I 
muff acquaint your ladylhip that I have a daughter* 
an orphan* who is to be married this day ; Ihe and I 
are both grangers* and have no acquaintance at all in 
thhjtown ; this puts me in a mighty perplexity, for we 
would have the numerous family with whom we are 
going to ally ourfelves, to think we are not altogether 
Grangers and without credit; Therefore, molt beauti¬ 
ful lady* if you would vouchsafe to honour the wedding 
with your prefence* we ihall be infinitely obliged to 
you ; becaufe the ladies of your country will then know 
that we are not looked upon here as defpicable wretches* 
when they {hall come to underhand* that a lady of your 
quality did us that honour. But alas, madam, if you 
refufe this requeft* we Ihall be altogether difgraced* and 
dare not add refs ourfelves to any other. 

This poor woman’s difeourfe* mixed with tears, 
moved my companion* Good woman, faid I, do not 
aifiidt yourfelf, 1 am willing to grant you the favour you 
defire ; tell me what place I muff come to* and I will 
meet you as foon as 1 am dreifed; the old woman was 
fo tranfported with joy at my anfwer* that ihe killed ray 
feet without ray being able to hinder it. Good chari¬ 
table lady* faid ihe, rifiog up, God will reward the 
klndnefs you have fhewed to your fervants, and make 
your heart as joyful as you have made theirs- It is too 
foon yet to give yourfelf that trouble; it will be time 
enough when I come to call you in the evening; So 
farewell, madam, faid ihe* till I have the honour to fee 
you again. 

As foon as fhe was gone, I took the fuit I liked beff, 
with a necklace of large pearl, bracelets, pendents in 
my ears, and rings fet with the fineft and mod Xpark- 

ling 
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ling diamonds; for my mind prefaged what would%c- 
fkl me. 

When night drew on, the old woman came to call me* 
with a countenance full of joy; hie killed my hands, 
and faidj My dear lady, the relations of my fou-in- 
law, who are the principal ladies of the town, are now 
met together; you may come when you pleafe, I am 
ready to wait on you. We went immediately, fhs 
going before, and I followed her with a good number 
of my maids and flaves very well drefli We ftopt in a 
large ftreet, newly fwept and watered, at a large gate 
with a I an thorn before it, by the light of which I could 
read this infeription over the gate in golden letters t 
* Here is the abode of everl ailing pleafures and content,* 
The old woman knocked, and the gate was opened im¬ 
mediately. 

They brought me to the lower end of the court, into 
a large halJ^jyhere I was received by a young lady of 
admirable beauty ; Ihe came up tome, and after having 
embraced me, Ihe made me fit down by her upon a 
fofa, where there was a throne of precious wood, befet 
with diamonds; Madam, fa id hie, you are brought 
hither to aflUt at a wedding; but I hope this marriage 
will prove otherwife than what you expected* I have a 
brother, one of the handfomeft men in the world; he 
is fallen fo much in love with the fame of your beauty, 
that his fate depends wholly upon you, and he will be the 
unhappieft of men, if you do not take pity on him. 
He knows year quality, and 1 can allure you he is in 
no wile unworthy of your alliance* if my prayers* 
madam, can prevail, I fhall join them with his/and 
humbly beg you will not refute the offer of beinp his 
wife* 

After the death of my hufband, I had no thought of 
marrying again ; But I had no power to refute the offer 
made byfo charming a lady, As lbon as I had given 
content by filence, accompanied with a blufh, the young 
lady clapt her hands, and immediately a dofet-door 
opened, out of which came a young man of a maje flick 
air, and fo graceful a behaviour, that I thought myfelf 
happy to have made fo great a conqueft. He fat down 
by me, and by the difeourfe we had together, I found 
Vol, i, K tli&t 
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that his merits far exceeded the account his filler had 
given me of him. 

When fhe faw that we were fatisfied one with another, 
ihe cl apt her hands a fecond time, and out came a cadis 
or fcnvener, who wrote our contract of marriage, figned 
it himfelf, and caufed it to be attefted by four witncffes 
he brought along with him. The only thing that my 
new fpoufe made me promife was, that 1 fhould not be 
feen by nor fpeak with any other man but hjmfeif, and 
he vowed to me upon that condition, that I fhould have 
no reafim to complain of him* Our marriage was con¬ 
cluded andfinifhed after this manner; fo 1 became the 
principal adtrefs of a wedding, whereuntoj was only 
invited as a gueff. 

After we had been married a month, I had occasion 
for fome fluffs ; I afked my hufband's leave to go out 
and buy them, which he granted; and I took that old 
woman along with me, of whom 1 fpoke before, ihe 
being one of the family, and two of my own female 
Haves, 

When we came td the ftreet where the merchants 
dwell, the.old woman told me, Dear miffrefs, fince you 
want (ilk fluffs, I muff carry you to a young merchant 
of my acquaintance ; he has of all forts, and it will 
prevent your wearying yooriclf, by going from one 
ihop to another. J can affure you that he isablc tofbr- 
miih you with that which nobody elfe can- I was eafily 
perfuaded, and we entered into a ihop belonging to a 
young merchant, a man likely enough. I fat down, and 
bid the old woman defire him to (hew me the fineil 
fiIk-fluffs he had : The woman bid me fpeak myfelf; 
but I told her it was one of the articles of my marriage- 
contrail, not to fpeak to any man but my hatband, 
which I ought to keep* 

The merchant (hewed me feveral fluffs, of which one 
pleafed me better than therell; but I bid her afk the price* 
He anfwered the old woman, I will not fell it for gold 
or money, but I will make her a prefent of it, if fbe will 
give me leave to kifs her cheek* I bid the old woman 
tell him, that he was very rude to propofe fuch a thing. 
But inflead of obeying me, (he faid. What the mer¬ 
chant defires of you is no fuch great matter ; you need 
3 not 
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fcot (peak* but only prefent him your check, and the 
bufincfs will loon be done $ the fluff p leafed me fo 
much, that I was fooliih enough to take her advice,. 
The old woman and my Haves ltood up, that nobody 
ihould fee, and 1 put up my veil; but inltead of a 
kifs the merchant bit me dll the blood came. 

The pain and lurprize was lb great, that I fell dowti 
in a fwoon, and continued in it fc long, that the mer¬ 
chant had time to (hut his fhop, and fly for it. When 
1 came to myfelf, I found my cheek all bloody: The 
old woman and my Haves took care to cover it with 
my veil, that the people that came about us could not 
perceive it, but fuppofed it to be only a fainting fit. 

Scheherazade as Hie fpoke thefc words, perceived 
day, and held her peace. The fultan, finding the re¬ 
lation very extraordinary and pleafant, rofe up, with a 
defign to hear the reft of it* 

The Sixty-eighth Night* 

W HEN next night was near an end, Dinarzadc 
awaked, and called to the Sukanefs, If you 
pleafe, filler, pray continue the ftory of Amine. Sche¬ 
herazade anfwered, the lady refumed it thus; 

The old woman that was with me, being extremely 
troubled at this accident, endeavoured to comfort me; 
My dear miflxefs, faid fhe, I beg your pardon, for I 
am the caufe of this misfortune, havdng brought you to 
this merchant, becaufe he is my countryman: bu t £ 
never thought he would be guilty of fuch a villainous 
aflion. Hut do not grieve ; let us make hafle to go 
home, t will give you a medicine that fltall perfectly 
cure you in three days time, fo that the leafi mark fhall 
not be feen. The fit had made me fo weak, that I was 
fcarce able to walk ; Hut at lad I got home, where I 
had a fecond fit, as I went into the chamber. Mean 
while, the old woman applied her remedy, fo that I 
came tomyielf, and went to bed. 

My hufband came to me at night, and feeing my 
head bound up, aiked me the reafou. I told him, I had 
the head-ach, and hoped he would empire no farther ; 
but he took a candle, and favv my cheek was hurt ; 
I low come* this wound ? fold he. And thb 1 1 was nor 
& z very 
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very guilty, yet I could not think of owning the thing: 
by Tides to make fuch confeffion to a hufband, f thought 
was ibmewhat indecent; therefore I told him # That as 
I was going toTeek for that fluff you gave me leave to 
buy, a porter, carrying a load of wood, came fo clofe 
by me, as l went through a narrow flreet, that one of 
the Kicks gave me a rub on the cheek ; but it is not 
much hurt. This put my hufband in fuch a paffion, 
that he vowed he fhould not go uopunifhed ; for I will 
to-morrow give orders* to the lieutenant of the police to 
feize upon all thofe brutes of porters, and caufe them 
to be hanged. Being afraid to occailon the death of 
fo many innocent perfons, I told him. Sir, 1 fhould 
be ferry that fo great a piece of injuft ice fhould be com¬ 
mitted. Pray don’t do it; for I fhould judge myfelf 
unpardonable, if 1 were the caufe of fo much mifehief. 
Then tell me fi nee rely, faid he, how came you by this 
wound ? 1 anfwered, That ir came thro* the inadvertency 
of a broom-feller upon an afs, who coming behind me, 
and looking another way, his afs gave me fuch a pufh, 
that I fell down, and hurt my cheek upon Jbme glafs. 
Isitfo? faid my hufband ; then to-morrow morning 
before fun-rifing, the grand vizier Giafar fhall have an 
account of this infolence, and he fhall caufe all the 
broom fellers to be put to death. For the love of God, 
Sir, faid I, let me beg of you to pardon them, for they 
are not guilty. How, madam, faid he, what is it i 
inuft believe ? Speak, for I am abfoluteJy refolved to 
know the troth from your own mouth. Sir, faid I, 
1 was taken with a giddinefs, and fell down, and that’s 
the whole matter. 

At chefe laft words my hufband loft all patience* 
OM cries he, I have given ear to your lies too long; 
with that, clapping his hands, in came ihree ilaves ; 
Pull her out of bed, faid he, and lay her in the middle 
of the floor. The ftaves obeyed his orders, one holding 
me by the head, another by the feet; he commanded 
the third to fetch him a feymetar, and when he had 
brought it. Strike, faid he, cut her in two in the 
middle, and then throw her into the Tygris to feed the 
fifties. This is the purufhment I give to thofe to whom 
i have given my heart, if they falftfy their promife. 

When 
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When he faw that the {lave made no ha Be to obey hia 
orders. Why do you not ilrike? laid lie. Who is it that 
holds you? What art thou waiting for ? 

Madam, then, faid the Have, you are near the Jail 
moment of your life, confidcr if you have any thing 
to difpofe of before you die* I begged leave to fpeak 
one word, which was granted me- 1 lifted up my head, 
and looking, with fully to my hufband, Alas 1 faid If to 
what condition am I reduced l mult 1 then die in the 
prime of my youth? I could fay no more, for my 
tears and fjghs prevented me. My hufband was not 
at all moved, but on the contrary, went on to reproach 
me; fo that to-have made anfvver would have been in 
vain. I had recourfc to in treaties and prayers ; but he 
had no regard to them, and commanded the haves to 
proceed to execution* The old woman that had been 
his nurfe, came in juft at that moment, fell down upon 
her knees, and endeavoured to appeals his wrath* My 
fon, faid fhe, linee I have been your nurfe, and brought 
you up, let me beg the favour of you to grant me her 
life; con fide r, that he who kills fhall be killed, and 
that you will ilain your reputation, and lore the efteerti 
of mankind. What will not me world fay of fiich a 
bloody rage ? She fpoke thefe words in fuch a taking 
way, accompanied with tears, that Ihe gained upon him 
at lafL 

Well then, fays he to his nurfe, for your fake I will 
fparc her life ; but jhe (hall carry feme marks along 
with her, to make her remember the crime ; with that, 
one of the ilaves, by his order, gave mefo many blows, 
as hard as he could ftrike, with a little cane, upon my 
fides and breaft, that he fetched both &in and fletn 
away, fo that 1 lay fenfeUfs : After that he caiifed the 
feme ilaves, the executioners of his fury, to carry me 
into a houfe, tfhere the old woman took care of me. I 
kept my bed four months : at hift I recovered ; ike 
fears you faw yelterday againft my will, have remained 
ever linee. 

As foca as I was able to walk, and go abroad, I 
rdolved to go to the houle which was my own by my 
fir it huiband, but 1 could not fmd the place. My fecond 
1^1 band, in the heat oi his wrath, was not content to 
& 3» hav e 
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have rased it to the ground, but caufed all the ilreet 
where it Rood to be pulled down, 1 believe ftach a 
violent proceeding was never heard of before; bin 
again# whom fhould Intake my complaint? The author 
had taken fiuch care that he was nor to be found, neither 
could 1 know him again if f faw him ; And fup.pofe I 
had known him, is it not eafily feen that the treatment 
I met with proceeded from ablhhte power? then how 
dared 1 make any complaint? 

Being defolate, and unprovided of every thing, I 
had recoiirfe to ray dear filler Zobeide, who gave your 
majefly jutt now an account of her adventures ; to her, 
I made known my misfortune ; fhe received me with 
her accuRomed goodnefs, andadvifed me to bear it with 
patience. This is die way of the world, faidfhe, which 
either robs us of our means, our friends, or our lovers ; 
and oftentimes of all at once : And at the fame time 
to confirm what fine had faid, fhe gave me an account 
of the lofs of the young prince, occafidned by the jea- 
loufy of ter two fitters; fhe cold me alfio by what acci¬ 
dent they were transformed into bitches; And in the 
latt place, after a thou land teftimoniak of her love 
towards me, Ike fhe wed me my youngeft fifler, who had 
likewile taken fandlnary with her, after the death of her 
mother. 

Thus we gave God thanks, who had brought us to¬ 
gether again, refolding to live a Angle life, and never 
to feparaie any more, for we have enjoyed this peaceable 
way of living a great many years : And as it was my 
buiinefs to mind the affairs of the houfe, I always took 
plcafure to go myfelf, and buy in what we wanted, I 
happened to go abroad yeftetday, and the things I 
bought 1 caufed to be brought home by a porter, who 
proved to be arfenfible and jocofie fellow, and we kept 
him by us for a Little diverfion. Three Calenders hap* 
pened to come to our door, as it began to grosv dark, 
and prayed us to give them flicker tUl the next morning: 
We gave them entrance, but upon certain conditions, 
which they agreed unto; and after we had made them 
fit down at the table by us, they gave us a concert of 
rauftek after their falhion, and at the fame time we 
heard knocking at our gate, Thefe were the three 

merchants 
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merchants of Moufibl, men 0 / a very good mein, who 
begged the fame favour which the Calenders had obtained 
before : We contented to it upon the fame conditions* 
but neither of them kept their piomife ; and tho* we 
had power as well as juliice on our fide to pimifli them* 
yet we contented ourfelves with demanding from them 
the hi dory of their lives* and confequently oomided our 
revenge with tiilimfimg them, after they bad done, and 
deprived them of the lodging they demanded. 

The caliph Havoun A! rate hid was very well ft th find 
with theft firange fieri es a and declared publiokiy his 
aitoniihment at what lie had hearth 
.Bor, Sir, fitid Scheherazade, clay begins to break* fo 
shat I have not time to acquaint your majefiy what the 
caliph did to put an end to the inchmUmeuts of the two 
blade bitches* Schahriar fuppoftng that the Sultanefs 
would quite finite the fiory of the five ladies and the 
three Calenders die next night, rote up, and iWercd 
her to live till next morning. 



OR the love of heaven* teller-* fays Dinarzade* 


how the two black bitches were brought to their former 
ill ape, and what became of the three Calenders* I will 
fatisfy your curiofity, laid Scheherazade: Then ad- 
drelfing her difeourfe to Schahriar, tee purfued it 
thus: 

Sir, the caliph having fatisfied his curiofity, thought 
hi tnfelf obliged to give fome marks of grandeur and 
generofity to the Calender princes* and alfo to give 
the three ladies fome proofs of his bounty* He him lei f* 
without making ufe of his minificr,-the grand vizier, 
fpoke to Zobeide, Madam, this fairy, that fhewed her- 
leJfto you in the Ihape of aterpent, and impofed fuch 
a rigorous command upon you, did Ihe not tell you 
where her place of abode was f Or rather, did tee not 
pro mile to tee you, and refiore thote bitches to their 
natural teape f 

Commander of the Faithful, anfvvered Zobeide, I for¬ 
got to tell your majetly, that the fairy left with me a 
buadleof hair* faying withal* that her pretence would 
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one day Hand me in Head; and then, if I only burnt 
two tu f ts of this hair, file would be with me in a mo¬ 
ment, though fhe were beyond mount Caucafus, Madam, 
fays the caliph, where is the bundle of hair? She an* 
fwered, Everhnce that time I have had fuch a parti¬ 
cular care of it, that I always carry it about me : Upon 
which hie pulled it out, opened the cafe a little where it 
was, and ihewed it him. Well then, faid the caliph, 
let ns make the fairy come hither; you could not call 
her in a better time, for I long to fee her* 

Zobeide having confented to it, fire was brought in, 
and fhe threw the whole bundle of hair into it. The 
palace began tofhake at that very inflant, and the fairy 
appeared before the caliph, in the Ih ape of a lady very 
richly dreffed* 

Commander of the faithful, faid Hie to the prince, 
you fee I am ready to come and receive your commands. 
The lady who gave me this call by your order, did me 
a particular piece of fervice; to make my gratitude 
appear, I revenged her of her Mers" inhumanity, by 
changing them into bitches: But if your majefty com¬ 
mands it, I will reftore them to their former fhape. 

Handfome fairy, faid the caliph, you cannot do me 
a greater pleafure; vouchfafe them that favour, and 
after that I will find feme means to comfort them 
for their hard penance : But bellies, I have another 
boon to a fit in favour of that lady, who has had fuch 
cruel u/age from an unknown hulband : And as you un¬ 
doubtedly know a great many things, we have reafoa 
to believe, that you cannot be ignorant of this; oblige 
me with the name of this barbarous fellow, that could 
not be contented to exercife his barbarous cruelty upon 
herperfon, but has alfo moft unjullly taken from her 
all the fubflance Ihe had. I only admire how fuch an 
nnjuit and inhuman a£lion could be performed in Ipitd 
of my authority, and not come to my cars* 

To ferve your majefty, anfwered the fairy, I will 
leflore the two bitches to their former Hate, and I will 
fo cure the lady of her fears, that it ftiall never appear 
fhe was fo beaten ; and at la it i will tell you who it was 
that did it. 

The caliph fent for the two bitches from Zobeide*s 

houle* 
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haiife, and when they came, a glais of water was 
brought to the fairy, upon her delire ; She pronounced 
fome words over it, which nobody underftood; then 
throwing fome part of it upon Amine, and the red upon 
the bitches, the latter became two ladies of furpming 
beauty, and the fears that were upon Amine vamfhed 
away. After which the fairy fa id 10 the caliph. Com¬ 
mander of the faithful f I mull now difeover to you-the 
unknownhufbandyou enquire after; he is very near 
related to yourfdf, for it is prince Amin, your eideit 
Ton, who falling paffionattly in love with this lady, by 
the fame he ha\i heard of her beauty, be, by an intrigue, 
got her brought to his houfe, where he married her* 
As to the ftrokes he caufed to be given her, he is in 
fome meafute cxcufhblc ? for the lady his fpoufe had 
been a little too eafy, and the excufo fhe had made 
.were capable to make him believe the was more faulty 
than really fhe was. This is all I can fay to farisfy your 
cudoficy ; and at thefe words ihe faluted the caliph, and 
vani (hed* 

The prince being filledwith admiration, and having 
much fatisiadion in the changes that had happened 
thro’ his means, did fuck thingk as will perpetuate his 
memory to all ages, Firft, he Tent for his fon Amin, 
and told him, that lie was informed of his fecret mar- 
mi age, and how he had wounded Amine upon a very 
flight eaufe. Upon this the prince did not wait for 
hfs father's commands, but received her again imme¬ 
diately, . 

After which the caliph declared, that he would give 
bis own heart and hand to Zobeide, and offered the 
other three filters to the Calenders, that were kings fobs-' 
who accepted them for their brides with a great deal of 
joy. The caliph afTigned each of them a magnificent 
palace in the city cl Bagdad, promoted them to the 
higheft dignities of his empire, and admitted them to 
his counfels. 

The town clerk of Bagdad being called, with wit- 
neffes, wrote the contracts of marriage ; and the famous 
caliph Ha ran 11 A Ira fell id, by making the fortune of fo 
many perfons chat had undergone Inch incredible cala¬ 
mities, drew a thoufand bleflings upon himfelf, 
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The St cry rf' Sindbadthe Sailer. 

Inamde having awaked her filler the Sultanefs, si 



XJ ufual, and prayed her ro tell her another ftory, 
Scheherazade alked leave of the Sultan, and having 
obtained it, began thus : 

Sir, in the reign of the fame caliph Harotm Alraf- 
chid, whom I formerly mentioned, there lived at Bagdad 
a poor porter called Hindbad. One day, when the 
weather was excefiive hot, he was employed to carry a 
heavy burden, from one end of the to;ni to the other. 
Being very weary, and having fill 1 a great way to go, 
he came into a ftrees, where a delicate weffern breeze 
blew on his face, and the pavement of the ftreet being 
fprinkled with rofe-water, he Could not deffre a better 
place to reilin. Therefore, laying off his burden, he 
fat down by it, near a great houfe* 

He was mightily pleafed that he ftopt in this place ; 
for an agreeable fmell of wood of aloes and of peJtils 
that came from the houfe, mixing with the feent of the 
rofe-water, did completely perfume and embalm the 
air, Eefides, he heard from within, a concert offeveral 
forts of inftrumental nmfick, accompanied with the har¬ 
monious notes of nightingales, and other birds, peculiar 
*o that climate* 1 his charming melody, and the fmell 
of fevera! forts of viduals, made the porter to think 
that there was a feaft, and great rejoicings within. His 
occafjons leading him feldom that way, he knew not 
who dwelt in the houfe : But to fatis/y his curiofity, he 
went to lomc of the fervants, whom he faw {landing at 
the gate in magnificent apparel, and afked the name of 
the mailer of the houfe* How, replied one^of thenr, 
doyou live in Bagdad, and know not that this is the 
houfe of fignor Sindbad, the failor, that famous travel¬ 
ler, who has failed round the world? The porter, who 
had heard of this Sindbad’s riches, could not but envy a 
man whofe condition he thought to be as happy as his 
own was deplorable : And his mind being fretted with 
thofe reflexions, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
fays, loud enough to be heard. Almighty creatorof all 
thingsj confider the difference between Sinbad and me l 
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I am every day expofed to fatigues and calamities, and 
can fcarce get coarfe barley-bread for myfelf and my 
family, ivJiillt happy Sindbadprofufely expends immenfe 
riches, and leads a life of continual pleafure. What 
has he done to obtain from thee a lot io agreeable f 
And what have 1 done to deferve one fo miferable ? 
Having finifhed his expo Halation, he ft ruck his foot 
again!i the ground, like a man fwallowed up of grief 
and defpair* 

Whilil the porter was thus indulging his melancholy» 
a fervant came out of the honfe, and taking him by 
the arm, bid him follow him, for lignor Sinbad his 
mailer, wanted tofpeak with him.—Here day, begin¬ 
ning to appear, Scheherazade broke off her ftory, but 
refumed it again next morning as follows : 

Tbi Seventieth Night* 

S f R, your majefly may eafily imagine., that poot 
Hind bad was not a little furprized at this compli¬ 
ment ; for, con littering what he had faid, he was afraid 
Sinbad had fent for him to punifh him: therefore 
he would have excufed himfelf, alkdging, That he 
could not leave his burden in the middle of the ilreet- 
But Sindbad’s fervants aflured him they would look to 
ir, and preilcd the porter lb, that he was obliged to 
yield. 

The fervants brought him into a great hall, where 
abundance of people fat round a table, covered with 
all forts of line dilhes. At the upper end there fat a 
grave, comely, venerable gentleman, with a long white 
beard, and behind him Hood a number lj officers and 
do ms flics, all ready to ferve hi nip This grave gentle¬ 
man was Sindbad* The porter, whofe fear was in ere afed 
at the fight of fo many people, and of a banquet fo 
fumptuous, falutcd the company trembling, Sindbad 
bid him draw near, and fetting him down at his right 
hand, ferved him himfelf, and gave him excellent wine, 
of which there was a good Jlore upon the hde-board* 
When dinner was over, Sindbad began his difeourfe 
to Hindbad; and calling him brother, according to 
* the manner of the Arabians* when they are familiar one 
ik 6 with 
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with another, he a&ed him his name and employment. 
Signor, anfwered he, my name is Hlndbad. I am very 
glad to fee you, replies Sindbad ; and I dare fay the 
jamefor all the company ; But I would be glad to hear 
from your own mouth, what it is you faid awhile ago 
in the ftreet- For Sindbad had heard it himfelt thro’ 
she window, before he fat down at table, and that os> 
cafioned his calling for him, 

Hindbad, being^furprized at the queftion, hung down 
his head, and replied. Signor, 1 confefs that my vveari- 
nefs put me out of humour, and occaftoned me to fpeak 
fome indilcreet words, which I beg you to pardon- 
Oh, don't you think I am fo unjuft, replies Sindbad, 
to refent fuch a thing as that ; I Co adder your condi¬ 
tion, and in {lead of opbraiding you with your com¬ 
plaints, 1 am ferry for you: But I muft retfify your 
miflake concerning myfelf* You think, no doubt,, 
that I have acquired, without labour and trouble, the 
cafe and conveniency which I now enjoy- But don't 
miftake yourfclf, I did not attain to this happy condi¬ 
tion, without enduring more trouble of body and mind, 
forfeveral years, than can well be imagined- Yes, gen¬ 
tlemen, adds he, fpeakingto the whole company, I can 
affure yon, my troubles were fo extraordinary, that 
they were capable of difeouraging the mofi covetous 
man from undertaking fuch voyages as I did, to acquire 
riches. Perhaps you have never heard a diftin£l account 
of my wonderful adventures and dangers I met with, 
in my fevea voyages ; and fmee l have this opportunity. 
Jam willing to give you a faithful account of them, not 
doubting bu r it will be acceptable. 

And becaufe Sindbad was to tell this ftory particularly 
upon the porter's account, he ordered his burden to be 
carried to the place appointed ; antLbegan thes : 

fJ'JjC Story of Sirtdh&d> the S&iioy• 

His Firji Voyage. 

M y father left me a conftderable eft ate, moftpart 
of which I fpentin debauches, during my youth; 
but I perceived my error, and called to mind that nehea 
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Were perilhablej and quickly confumed by fuch ill hof- 
bands as rayfelf. I farther confidercd, that by my ir* 
regular way of living, I wretchedly mis-pent my time* 
which is the mofl valuable thing in the world. I remem¬ 
bered the faying of the great Solomon, which I had fre¬ 
quently heard from my father. That death is more to¬ 
lerable than poverty. Being Article with thofe re flee* 
tions, I gathered together the ruins of my eftate, and 
fold all my moveables in the publick market to the 
high ell bidder. Then I entered into a contract with** 
feme merchants that traded by fea: f took the advice 
of fuch as I thought moll capable to give it me : And, 
refoiving to improve what money I had, 1 went toBal- 
forn, a port on the Perfian gulph, and embarked with 
fever a\ merchants, who joined with me to fit out a fhip 
on purpofe. 

We fee fail, and fteered oar courfe towards the EafI- 
Indies, through the Pcrfian gulph, which is formed by 
the coaib of Arabia Felix on the right, by thofe of 
Ferfia on the left, and, according to common account, 
is feventy leagues at the broad eft place* The eaftem 
fea, as well that of the Indies, is very fpacious* It 
is bounded on one fide by the coafts of AbyiAnia, and 
is 4500 leagues in length to the idles of Vakvak*, At 
firft, I was troubled with the 
fea-ficknef$, but fpeediJy re¬ 
covered my health, and was nor 
afterwards troubled with that 
difeafe. 

In our voyage we touched at 
feveral iflands, where we fold 
or exchanged our goods. One 
day, whilit under Jail, we were 
becalmed near a little ifland, 
even almoft with the fur face 
of the water, which refembled 
a green meadow* The captain 
ordered his fails to be furled, and fullered fuch perfons 
as had a mind, to land upon the iiland, among ll whom 
I was one* 

But while we were diverting ourfelves with eating 
and drinking, and refreihing ourfelves from die fatigue 

of 


* Thefe ifands ac¬ 
cording to fhe Arabi¬ 
ans, are beyond China ; 
and are fo called from 
a tree which bears 
a fruit of that name* 
They are, without 
doubt, the ifles of Ja¬ 
pan ; but they are not 
however, fo far from 
Abyfjinia * 
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of die Tea* the ifland trembled all of a fudden, and 
ihook us terribly* 

Here Scheherazade flopped, beeaufe day appeared* 
but refumcd her difcourfe next morning as follows ; 

§t<vt}(ty~firjl Night* 

S IR, Sindbad purfbed his ftory thus: They perceived 
the trembling of the ifland on board the (hip, and 
called us to re-embark ipeedily, or we ihould all be 
loft; for what we took for an ifland, was only the back 
of a whale. The nimbi eft got into the hoop, others 
betook themfelves to fwimming; but for my part, I 
was Hill upon the back of the whale when he dived 
into the fea, and had time only to catch hold of a piece 
of wood that we had brought out of the ihip to make a 
Are, Mean while, the captain, having received thofc 
on board who were in the floop, and taken up fame of 
tbofe thatfwam, refolved to Improve the favourable gale 
that was juft rtfen, and hoifling his Tails, purfued his 
voyage* fo that it was impofllble to recover the fliip. 

Thus was I expo fed to the mercy of the waves, and 
flruggled for my life all the reft of the day and the fol¬ 
lowing night* Next morning 1 found my ftrength gone, 
and defpaired of faving my life, when a wave threw me 
happily againfl: an ifland. The bank was high and rug¬ 
ged, fo that X could fear cel y have got up, had it not 
been for fome roots of trees, which fortune feerned to 
have preferred in this place for my iafery. Beinggot up, 
1 Lay down upon the ground half dead, until fuch time 
as the fun appeared* Then, though 1 was very feeble* 
both by reaibn of my hard labour and want of visuals, 
I crept along to fee for fomc herbs fit to eat, and had 
not only the good luck to find fome, but likewife a 
fpring of excellent water, which contributed much to 
recover me. After this I advanced farther into the 
ifland, and came at laH into a fine plain, where I per¬ 
ceived ahorfe feeding at a great diftanee. t went to¬ 
wards him between hope and fear, not knowing whether 
I was going to lofe my life, or fave it, Wh^n l came 
near, 1 perceived it to be a very fine marc, tied to a 
Hake, WhilA I looked upon her, I heard the voice of a 
man from under ground* who immediately appeared to 

me, 
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me, and aiked who I was ? I gave him an account of 
irty adventure, after which, taking me by the hand, he 
led me into a cave, where there were fevera3 other peo¬ 
ple, no lefs amazed to fee me than I was to fee them, 

1 eat fome victuals which they offered me, and then, 
having afked them what they did in fuch a defert place ? 
They anfwered, that they were grooms, belonging to 
king Mlhrage, fovereign of the iiland* and that every 
year, at the fame feafon, they brought thither the king J $ 
mares, and fattened them as 1 faw that mare, until they 
were covered by a liorfe that came out of the fea, who, 
after he had done fo, endeavoured to dettrpy the mares; 
but they hindered him by their noife, and obliged him 
to return to the fea; after which, they carried home 
the marcs, whufe foals were kept for the king's ufe, 
and called feaAiarfes. They added, that they "were to 
get home to-morrow, and had I been one day later, I 
mutt have perilled, becaufe the inhabited part of the 
ifland was at a great d ilia nee, and it would have 
been impolfible for me to have got thither without a 
guide. 

Whilft they entertained me thus, the horfc came out 
of the fea, as they had told me, covered the mare, and 
afterwards would have devoured her; but upon a great 
noii'e made by the grooms, he left her, and went back 
to the fea* 

Next morning they returned with their mares to the 
capital of the iiland, took me with them, and prefented 
me to king Mi hr age. He afked me who I was f By 
what adventure! came into his dominions ? And, after 
I had fatished him, he told me he was much concerned 
for my misfortune, and at the fame time ordered that 
I fhould want nothing which his officers were fo gene¬ 
rous and careful as to fee exadly fulfilled. 

Being a merchant, 1 frequented men of my own pro- 
fcUion, and particularly enquired for thofe who were 
ilrangers, if perhaps 1 might hear any news from Bag¬ 
dad, or find an opportunity to return thither. For king 
M ill rage's capital is fituated on the bank of the fea, 
and has a fine harbour, where fhips arrive daily from 
the different quarters of the world. I frequented alfo 
£hv fociery of the learned Indians* and took delight ta 
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hear them difeourfe ; but withal, T took care to make 
my court regularly to the king, and converted with the 
governors and petty kings', his tributaries, that were 
about him* They afked me a thomand queftions about 
my country ; and I being willing to inform myfelf as 
to their laws and cuftoms, alked them every thing which 
I thought worth knowing. 

There belongs to this king an ifland named Cafifel; 
they allured me, that every night a noife of drums vvas 
heard there, whence the mariners fancied, that it was 
the refiden ce of Degi al *. 1 h ad 
a great mind to fee this wonder¬ 
ful place, and in my way thither 
faw fifties of too and 200 cubits 
long, that occafkm more fear 
than hurt; for they are fo fear¬ 
ful, that they will fly upon the 
rattling of two Ricks or boards* 
I faw likewife other fifties about 
a cubit in length, that had 
heads like owls. 

As I was one day at the port 
after my return, a fhip arrived, 
and as foon as the call anchor, 
they began to unload her, and the merchants on board 
ordered their goods to be carried into the magazine* As 
I caft my eye upon feme bales, and looked to the name, 
I found my own, and perceived the bales to be the fame 
that I had embarked at Balfora. I alfo knew the cap¬ 
tain ; but being perfuaded that he believed me to be 
drowned, I went, and alked him whofe bales thdewere ? 
He replied, that they belonged to a merchant of Bagdad, 
called Sind bad, who came to fea with him j but one dayv 
being near an i(land, as we thought, he went alhore, 
with fevcral other paifengers, upon this fuppofed ifland, 
which was only a monilrous whale, that lay aOeep 
upon the furface of the water : But as foon as he felt the 
heat of the fire they had kindled on his back, 10 drefs 
feme victuals, he began to move, and dived under wa¬ 
ter ; moil of the perlons who were upon him periihed, 
and among them unfortunate Sindbad. Thofe bales 
belonged to him, and I am refolvcd 10 trade with them. 


* Degial to the Ma¬ 
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irakil I meet with fotae of his family, to whom I may 
return the proht. Captain, fays I, I am that Sindbad 
whom you thought to be dead, and thofe bales are mine* 
Here Scheherazade Hopt till next morning, and went on. 
as follows: 

The Ssventy-fecond Night, 

S indbad purfuing the ftory, fays to the company* 
When the captain heard me fpeak thus, O heaven * 
fays he, who can we ever trull now-a-daysf There ia 
no faith left among men* I faw Sindbad perifh with my 
own eyes, and the paffengers on board faw it as well as 
I, and yet you tell me you are that Sindbad: What im¬ 
pudence is this? to look on you, one would take you 
to be a man of probity, and yet you tell a horrible 
falfhood, in order to poflefs yourfclf of what does not 
belong to you* Have patience, captain, replied I, do 
me the favour to hear what I have to fay* Very well, 
fays he, fpeak, I am ready to hear you* Then I 
told him how 1 efcaped, and by what adventure I met 
with the grooms of king Mihrage, who brought me to 
his court* 

He began to abate of hb confidence upon my dit 
courfe, and was foon perfuaded that I was no cheat; 
For there came people from his ihip, who knew me, 
made me great compliments, and teliified a great deal 
of joy to fee me alive. At Jail, he knew me himfelf, 
and embracing me, Heaven be praifed, fays he, for your 
happy efcape, I can't enough expreis myjoyforit; 
there's your goods, take and do with them what yott 
will* I thanked him, acknowledged his probity, and 
in requital, offered him part of my goods as a prefent, 
which he generouily refuted* 

1 took out what was moil valuable in my bales, and 
prefenced it to king Mihrage, who, knowing my mif- 
fortuue, alked me how I came by fuch rarities ; 1 ac¬ 
quainted him with the whole dory. He was mightily 
pleafed at my good luck, accepted my prefent, and 
gave me one much more confiderable in return* Upon 
this, I took leave of him, and went aboard the fame Hi ip, 
after 1 had exchanged my goods for the commodities 
cf that country, 1 carried with me wood of aloes, 

fanders. 
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famlers, camphire, nutmegs, cloves, pepper, and gin¬ 
ger. We paifed by feveral illands, and at lait arrived 
at Balfora, from whence I came to this city, with the 
value of 100,000 fcquins*. 

*Tbe *Turkifh fe - My family and I received one 
quin is about gs.jitr- another with all the tranfpdm 
ling. that can happen from true and 

fincere friendship. I bought 
Haves of both fexes, fine lands, and built me a great 
houfe. And thus l fettled myfdf, refoiving to forget 
the miferies I had fufifered, and to enjoy the plea lures 
of life- 

Sindbad flopped here, and ordered the mufkians to go 
on with their concerts, which his iiory had interrupted. 
The company continued to eat and drink till the 
evening, that it was time to retire, when Sindbad fent 
for a purfe of too fcqqins, and giving it to ti>e 
porter, fays. Take this. Hind bad, return to your home,' 
and come back to-morrow to hear feme more of my 
adventures. The porter went home aftonifiied at the 
honour done him, and the prefent made him. The 
relation of it was very agreeable to his wife and chil¬ 
dren, who cid not fail to return thanks to God for what 
providence had fent him by the hand of Sindbad. 

Iiindbad put on his bdlclothes next day, and return¬ 
ed to the bountiful traveller, who received hint with a 
pleafant air, and care/Ted hint mightily* When all the 
guefh'werc come, dinner was fet upon the table, and 
continued along time. When It was ended, Sindbad, 
addrdling himlelfto the company, fays. Gentlemen, be 
pleafed to give me audience, and Men to the adventures 
of my fecond voyage ; they better deferve your attention 
than the firfiv Upon which every one held Ins peaetj 
and Sindbad went on thus ; 

fecond Vijags of Sindbad, the Sailor* 

I Defigned, after my fir ft voyage, to fpend the reft of 
my days at Bagdad, as I had the honour to tell vou 
yefterday ; but it was not long ere I grew weary of a 
quiet life* My inclination to trade revived. I bought 
goods proper for the commerce 1 defigned, and put to 
fea a fcccuid time with merchants of known probity. 

We 
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We embarked on board a good (hip, and after recom¬ 
mending ourfelves to God, fet fail: We traded from 
ifland to iftand, and exchanged commodities with great 
profit- One day vve landed in aniile covered with fe- 
veral forts of fruit-trees, bet fo defert, that we could 
neither fee man nor bead upon it- We went to tike a 
little frefh air in the meadows, and along the ft reams 
that watered them- Whilii fame diverted thcitifelves^ 
with gathering flowers, andothers with gathering fruits, 
1 took my wine and prcmfions, and fat down by a ft ream 
betwixt two great trees, which formed a curious fhade. 

1 made a very good meal, and afterwards fell afteep# 

I cati*t tell how long I flept, but when i awaked, the 
fliip was gone* Here Scheherazade broke off, becaufe 
day appeared, but next night continued the ftory 
thus : 

The Seventy-{bird Night. 

I Was very muchfurpmed, fays Sindbad, to find the 
lhip gone. I got up and looked about every where, 
and could not fee one of the merchants who landed with 
me. At lait I perceived the (hip under fail, but at fudi 
a diftance, that I loft fight of her in a very little time, 

I leave you to guefs at my melancholy reflections in 
this fad condition : I was like to die of grief: I cried out 
fadly ; 1 beat my head and bread, and threw myfelfdown 
upon the ground, where I lay fome time in a terrible 
agony, one affli&ing thought being fucceeded by ano^ 
ther itill more aMifting, I upbraided myfeJf an hundred 
limes, for not being content with the product of my 
firil: voyage, that might very well have ferved me all 
my life# all this was in vain, and my repentance 
out of feafon. 

At laft I refigned myfclt to the will of God ; and not 
knowing what to do, I climbed up to the top of a great 
tree, from whence 1 looked about on all fides, to fee if 
there was any thing that could give me hopes# When 
I looked towards the fea, 1 could fee nothing but iky 
and water; but looking towards the land, 1 faw fonre- 
thittg white.! &nd coming down from the tree, I took up 
what provifion I had lek, and went towards k, the 

4 diftance 
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diftance being fo great, that I could not diftingutlh 
what it was. 

When I came nearer, I thought it to be a white bowl, 
of a prodigious height and bignefs; and when I came 
up to it, 1 touched it, and found it to be very fmooth. 
I went round to fee if it was open on any fide, but faw 
it was not, and that there was no climbling up to the 
top of it, it was fo fmooth. It was at leafl. 50 paces 
round. 

By this time the fun was ready to fet, and all of a 
fudden the Iky became as dark as if it had been covered 
with a thick cloud. I was much aftonifiled at this fud- 
den darknefs, but much more when I found it occafion- 
ed by a bird of a monftrous fize, that came flying to¬ 
ward me. I remembered a fowl, called roc, that I had 
often heard mariners fpeak of, and conceived that the 
great bowl, which L fo much admired* muft need be its 
egg. In ftOTt, the bird lighted, and fet over the egg to 
hatch it. As Tperccived her coming, I crept clofe to the 
egg, fo that I had before me one of the legs of the bird, 
that was as big as the trunk of a tree ; I tied myfelf 
iirongly to it with the doth that went round my turban. 


in hopes that when the # roc 
flew away next morning, fhe 
would carry me with her out of 
this clefert ifiand. And after 
having pa/Ted the night in this, 
condition, the bird ad wall y 
flew away next morning, as 
foon as it was day, and carried 
me to high, that 1 could not fee 
the earth ; file afterwards de- 


* Mark Paul, i/t his 
travels, and father 
Martini in his hfftory of 
China, fpeak of t his 
bird, and fay it *will 
take up an elephant , 
and a rhinoceros* 


feended all of a fudden with fo much rapidity that l loll 
my fenfes. But when the roc was fat, and that I found 
myfelf upon the ground, I fpeedily untied the knot, and 
had fcarce done, when the bird having taken up a ferpent 
of a mon Ift-ous length in her bill, flew ftraight away. 

The place where it left me was a very deep valley 1 ', 
encompalled on all fides with mountains fo high, that 
they teemed to reach above the clouds, and fo full of 
ileep rocks, that there was no poliibiiity to get out of 
the valley. This was a new perplexity upon me : fo 


that 
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that when T compared this place with the defcrt ifland 
the roc brought me from* 1 found that I had gained no¬ 
thing by the change. 

As I walked through this valley, I perceived it was 
lire wed with diamonds, feme of which were of a fur- 
prizing bignefs. I took a great deal ofpleafbre to look 
upon them ; batfpeedily IfawatadiIlaneefuchob]e£h as 
very much dimiuillied my fatisfadtion, and which I 
could not look upon without terror; that was a great 
number of ferpents, fo big, and folong, that theleail of 
them was capable of fwaliowing an elephant. They re¬ 
tired in the day-time to their dens, where they hid them- 
felves from the roc, their enemy, and did not come out 
but in the night-time. 

I fpent the day in walking about the valley, refling 
myfelf at times in fuch places as I thought mod conw 
modious. When night came on, 1 went into a cave, 
where I thought I might be in fafety; I Hopped the 
mouth of it, which was low and ftrait, with a great 
Hone, to preferve me from the ferpents ; but not fo ex¬ 
actly fitted as to hinder light from coming in, I fup- 
ped on part of my provifions, but the ferpents, which 
began to appear, hifiing about in the mean time, 
put me into fuch extreme fear, that you may eafily 
imagine I did not fleep. When day appeared, the fer- 
penis retired, and I came out of the cave trembling 
I can juHJy fay, that I walked a long time upon dia¬ 
monds, without having a mind to touch any of them. 
At lall I fat down, and notwithllanding my uneafinefs, 
not having fliut my eyes during the night, X fell afleep, 
after having eat a little more of my provifion* But X 
had fcarce fhut my eyes, when fomething, that fell by 
me with great noife, wakened me, and that was a 
great piece of frelh meat; and at the fame time I faw 
feveral others fall down from the rocks in different 
places, 

I always looked upon it to be a fable, wften I heard 
mariners and others difeourfe of the valley of diamonds, 
and of the ftratagems made ufe of by fome merchants 
to get jeweb from thence ; but then I found it to be 
true* For, in reality, thofe merchants come to the 
neighbourhood of this valley, when the eagles have 

young 
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young ones, and throwing great joints of meat into the 
valley, the diamonds, upon whole points they /all flick 
to them ; die eagles, which areilronger in this country 
than any where elfe, fall down with great force upon 
thofe pieces of meat, and carry them to their nefls upon 
the top of the rocks, to feed their young eagles with ; 
at which time the merchants, running to their nefts, 
frighten the eagles by their noife, and take away the 
diamonds that itick to the meat* And this ftratagem 
they make ufe of to get the diamonds out of the valley, 
which is furrounded with fuch precipices that nobody 
can enter it. 

I believed ever till then, that it was not pofiible for 
me to get out of thisabyfs, which 1 looked upon as my 
grave ; but then 1 changed m}^ mind ; for the lading in 
of thofe pieces of meat, put me in hopes of a way of 
faying my life. Here day began to appear, wh ch 
obliged Scheherazade to break off, but Ihe went on with 
it next night as follows ; 

*Th& SV'V tnfy-four! h Night* 

S I R, fays {he to the Sultan, Sindbad continued th* 
ilory of the adventure of his fecond voyage thus ; 
I began to gather together the greatefl diamonds that I 
could fee, and put them into the leather bag where I 
iifed to carry my provisions. I afterwards took the lar¬ 
ge!! piece of meat I could find, tied it dofe round me 
with the doth of my turban, and then laid myfelf upon 
the ground with my face downward, the bng of dia¬ 
monds being tied fa£t to my girdle, that it could not 
poflibly drop off. 

] had fcarce laid me down till the eagles Came, each 
of them feized a piece of meat, and one of the ftxongefl: 
having taken me up, with a piece of meat on my back, 
carried me to his neit on the top of the mountain. The 
merchants fell flraigtmvny a ihouting to frighten the 
eagles \ and when they had obliged them to quit their 
prey, one of thenu-came to the ncil where I was: He 
was very much afraid when he law me ; but recover¬ 
ing himt'elF, inftead of enquiring how I came thither, 
he began to quarrel with me, and a Iked, why I Hole 
his goods ! You will treat me, replied I, with more 

civility. 
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Civility, when you know me better. Don't trouble 
yourfelf, 1 have diamonds enough for you and me too, 
more chan all the other merchants together* If they 
have any, it is by chance; but I chofe myfeJf in the 
bottom of the valley, all thofe which you lee in this 
bag ; and having Ipokc thole words, I {hewed them 
him* I had l’carcc done fp caking, when tie other 
merchants came trooping about us, very much afto- 
nithed to fee me, but they were much more furprized 
when I told them my ifory: Yet they did not fo much 
admire my ftratagem to fave myielf, as my courage to 
attempt it* 

They carried me to the place where they Raid all 
together, and there having cjpened my bag, they were 
furprifled at the largenefs of my diamonds, and con- 
felled, that in all the courts where they had been, they 
never favv any that came near them* I prayed the 
merchant, to whom the neft belonged whither l was 
carried, for every merchant had hts own, to take as 
many for his ihare as he pleated : He contented himfelf 
with one, and that too the leaft of them j and when I 
P re fled him to take more, without fear of doing me any 
injury. No, fays he, I am very well iausfied with this, 
which is valuable enough to fave me the trouble pf 
making any more voyages, to raife a* great a fortune 
as I defire- 

I fpent the night with tbofe merchants, to whom I 
told my dory a fecond time, for the fatisfa£ion of 
thole who -had not heard it* [ could not moderate my 
joy, when I found myfelf delivered from the danger l 
have mentioned : I thought myfelf to be in a drsam, and 
could fcarce believe myfelf to be out of danger* 

The merchants had thrown their pieces of meat into 
the valley for feveral days* And each of them being 
facisfied with the diamonds that had fallen to his lot, 
we left the place next morning all together, and tra¬ 
velled near high mountains, where there were forpents 
of a prodigious length, which we had the good fortune 
to efcapc. Wc took the Hr ft port we came at, and 
came to the^ iile of Roha, where the trees grow that 
yield camphire. This tree is fo large, and its branches 
id thick, that too men may eafily fit under its lhade* 

The 
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The juice, of which the camphire is made, runs out 
from a hole bored in the upper part of the tree, is re«- 
ceived in a veffd, where it grows to a confiftency, and 
becomes what we call camphire ; and the juice thus 
drawn out, the tree withers and dies* 

There is in this iflapd the rhinoceros, a creature lefs 
than the elephant, but greater than the buffalo ; they 
have a horn upon their hole, about a cubit long ; this 
hornisfoHd, and cleft in the middle from one end to 
the other, and there is upon it white draughts, repre- 
fenting the figure of a man* The rhinoceros fights with 
the elephant, runs his horn into his belly, and carries 
him off upon his head ; but the blood and the fat of the 
elephant running into his eyes, and making him blind, 
he falls to the ground; and, that which is aftomfhing, 
the roc comes and carries them both away inker claws, 
to be meat for her young ones* 

I pafs over many other things peculiar to this ifiand, 
left I fhould be troublefome to you. Here I exchanged 
fome of my diamonds for good merchandise. From 
thence we went to other i lies, and at laifc, having touched 
at feveral trading towns of the firm land, we landed at 
Baifora, from whence 1 went to Bagdad* There I 
immediately gave great alms to the poor, and lived 
honourably upon the vaft riches I had brought, and 
gained with fa much fatigue* Thus Sindbad ended the 
ilory of the fecond voyage, gave Hind bad another rco 
fequins, and invited him to come next day to hear the 
ftory of the third. The reft of the guefts returned to 
their homes, and came again the next day at the fame 
hour, and to be fure the porter did not fail, having by 
this time almoft forgot his former poverty. When 
dinner was over* Sindbad demanded attention, and 
gave them an account of his third voyage, as follows ; 

Sindbad the Sailor's third Vojage* 

T HE pleafures of the life which I then led, foon 
made me forget the rifks 1 had run in my two 
former voyages ; but being then in the fiovvefofmy 
age, I grew weary of living without bufinefs, and har¬ 
dening myfelf againfl the thought of any danger I 
might incur, I went from Bagdad with the richeft com¬ 
modities 
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modules of the country, to Balfora. There I embark- 
cd again with the merchants. We made a long na¬ 
vigation, and couched at feveral ports, where we drove 
a confiderable commerce* One day being out in the 
main ocean, we were attacked by a horrible tempeft, 
which made us fofe our courfe* The tempo ft continued 
feveral days, and brought us before the port of an 
iJland, where the captain was very unwilling to enter ; 
but we were obliged to call anchor there* When we 
had furl’d our fails, the captain told us, that this, and 
fome other neighbouring i/lands, were inhabited by hairy 
favages, who would fpeedily attack us ; and, tho' they 
were but dwarfs, yet our misfortune was fuch, that we 
mull make no refinance, for they were more in number 
than the locufts; and if we happened to kill one of 
them, they would all fall upon us and dellroy us,— 
Here day beginning to appear, Scheherazade broke off 
her llory, and continued,it next night, as follows; 

'The S&vittiy-fifth Night. 

T HIS difeourfe of the captain, fays Slndbad, put 
the whole company into a great confteniation, and 
we found very foon to our coll, that what we had told 
us was but too true; an innumerable multitude of 
frightful favages, covered all over with reel hair, and 
about two feet high, came fwimming Cowards us, and 
encompa/led our Ihip in a little time. They fpoke to 
us as they came near, but we underllood not their lan¬ 
guage ; they climbed up the fides of the fhip with Co 
much agility as furprized us* We beheld all this with 
a mortal fear, without daring to offer at defending our- 
felves, or to fpeak one word to divert them from their 
mifehievous defign* In Ihort, they took down our fails, 
cut the cable, and hauling to the fhore, made us all get 
out; and afterwards carried the ihip into another iiland, 
from whence they came- All travellers carefully avoid¬ 
ed that ifland where they left us, it being very dange¬ 
rous to flay there, for a reafon you fliall hear anon* 
but we vrate forced to bear our aHU^Hon with patience* 
We went forward Into the ifland, where we found 
feme fruits and herbs to prolong our lives as long as we 
could; but we expeQed nothing but death* As we 
Vot« X* L weat 
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went on, we perceived at a dliiance a great pile of 
building, and made towards it. We found it to be a 
palace, well built, and very high, with a gate of ebony 
of two leaves, which we thruft open. We entered the 
court, where we faw before ua a vail apartment, with, 
a porch, having on one fide a heap of mens bones, and 
on the other a vail number of roalling fpits. We trem¬ 
bled at this fpeftacle, and being weary with travelling, 
our legs failing tinder us, we fell to the ground, being 
feized with a mortal fear, and lay a long time im¬ 
moveable. 

The fun was fet, and whilft we were in this lamen¬ 
table condition juft now -mentioned, the gate of the 
apartment opened with a great noife, and there came 
out the horrible figure of a black man, as high as a tall 
palm-tree. He had but one eye, and that in the mid¬ 
dle of his forehead, where it looked as red as a burning 
coal. His lore-teeth were very long and fharp, and 
came without his mouth, which was as deep as that of 
a horfe. His upper lip hung down upon his breaft. 
His cars lefcmbied tKofe of an elephant, and covered 
his fhoulders; and his nails were as long and crooked 
as the talons of the greatell birds. At the fight of fo 
frightful a giant, we loll all feafe, and lay like men 
dead. 

At lafl we came to ourfdves, and faw him fitting in 
the porch looking at us ; when he had confide red us 
well, he advanced towards us, and laying his hand upon 
me, he took me up by the nape of my neck, and 
turned me round as a butcher would do a fheep*s head ; 
after having viewed me well, and perceiving me to be 
folean that 1 had nothing but fkin and bone, he let me 
go. He took up all the reft one by one, viewed them 
in the fame manner, and the captain being the fatteft, 
he held him with one hand, as i would do a fparrow, 
and, thralling a fpit through him, kindled a great fire, 
mailed, and eat him in his apartment for his Tapper; 
which being done, he returned to his porch, where he 
lay and fell hfieep, fnoaring louder than thunder: He 
flept thus till morning; for our parts, it was not pofii- 
ble for us to enjoy any reft, fo that vve palled the night 
in the moll cruel fear that can be imagined. Day being 

come. 
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come, the giant awaked, got up, went out, and left 
us in the palace. 

When we thought him at a d ilia nee, then we broke 
the melancholy filence we had kept all night, and 
every one grieving more than another, we made the 
palace to re found with our complaints and groans* 
Though there were a great many of us, and that we had 
but one enemy, we had not at full the prefence of mind 
to think of delivering ourfelves from him by his death. 
This enterprize however, tho 1 hard to put in execution, 
was the only defign we ought naturally to have formed. 
We thought upon fever a! other tilings, but determined 
nothing ; io that fubmitting to what it fliould pleafe 
God to order concerning us; - we fpent the day in run- 
Bing about the ifland, for fruit and herbs to mftain our 
lives- When evening came, we fought'for a place to 
Uc in, but found none ; fo that we were forced, whe¬ 
ther we would or not, to return to the palace. 

The giant failed not to come back, and fupped once 
more upon one of our companions, after which lie fiept, 
and lhoared till day, and-then went out and left us as 
formerly* Our condition was fo very terrible, that fe- 
veral of my comrades defigned to throw ihemfelvcs into 
the fea, rather than die fo flrange a death ; and thofe 
who were of this mind, argued with the reft to follow 
their example. Upon which one of the company an- 
fweredj That we were forbid to deftroy ourfclves : but 
allowing it to be lawful, it was more reafonable to 
think of a way to rid ourfelves of the barbarous tyrant, 
who designed fo cruel a death for us. 

Having thought of a projcdl for that end, I com¬ 
municated the fame to my comrades, who approved it. 
Brethren, fa id I, you know there's a great deal of tim¬ 
berfloating upon the coafl: if you'll be advifed by me, 
let us make feveral floats of it that may carry us, and 
when they are done, leave them there till we think fit to 
make tifeof them. In the mean time, we will execute 
the defign to deliver ourfelves from the giant, and if it 
focceed, we may flay here with patience till fume fhip 
pafs by, that may carry us out of this fatal ifland ; bat 
it happen to mifearry, we will fpeedity get to out 
floats* and put to lea. I confofs* that bv expofmg our- 
L z fclves 
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1 elves to the fury of the waves, we run a rifle of iofiisj 
our lives ; but if we do, is it not better to be buried it 
the fea, than in the entrails of this manlier, who has 
already devoured two of us $ My advice was reiifhed, 
and we made floats capable of carrying three ^erfon* 
each. 

We returned to the palace towards the evening, and 
the giant arrived a little while after. We were forced 
to conclude.on feeing another of our comrades roafted. 
But atlaft revenged ourfelves on the bmifli giant thus: 
After he had made an end of his curfedXupper, he lay 
down on his back, and fell afleep. As foon as we 
heard him fnore*, according to 

* If wouldfeem the Ms enftom, nine of the boldeft 
Arabian author has among us, and myfclf, took 
taken this Jfory 'from e^ich of us a fpit, and putting 
Homer s Odyffey^ the points of them into the fire 

till they were burning hor, we 
thruft them into his eye all at once, and blinded him. 
The pain occafioned him to make a frightful cry, and 
to get up, and itretch out his hands, in order to facriflce 
fome of us to his rage ; but we ran to fuch places as he 
could not find us, and after having fought for os in 
vain, he groped for the gate, and went out, howling 
dreadfully.—Scheherazade Hopped here, but next night 
relumed her ilory thus: 

*The Seventy Jixth Night*. 

¥TrrE went out of the palace after the giant, con- 
▼ V tinues Sindbad, and came to the (hare, where 
we bad left our floats, and put them Immediately into 
the fea. We waited till day, in order to get upon them, 
in cafe the giant came towards us with any guide of his 
own ipecies ; but we hoped if he did not appear by 
fun-riling, and gave over his howling, which we iiiil 
heard, that he would die j and if that happened to be 
the cafe, we refolved to flay in that ifland, and not to 
riflt our lives upon the floats ; but day had fcarce ap¬ 
peared, when we perceived our cruel enemy, accompa¬ 
nied with two others almofl of the fame fize, leading' 
him j and a great number mpre coming before him 
with a very (prick pace. 


When 
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W'Jien we faw this, we made do delay* bnt gat imme¬ 
diately upon oar floats, and- rowed offYronv' the thore. 
The giants, who perceived this, took up great fiones, 
aiid running to the fhore, entered the water up to the 
middle, and threw fo exartly,. that they funk all the 
floats but that I was upon, and all tuy, companions, ex¬ 
cept the two with me, were drowned,- We rowed with 
all oar might, and got out of the. reach of the giants. 
But when we got out to fea, wb were expofed to the 
mercy ot the waves and winds,, and toiled about tome- 
times on one fide, and tometimes on another, arid fpent 
iknt night and the following day under a cruel uncer¬ 
tainty, as to our fate; but next morning we had the 
good luck to be thrown upon an illand, where we land¬ 
ed with much joy. We found excellent fruit there*, 
that gave us great relief, to that we pretty well reco¬ 
vered our ilrength 

In the evening vve fell aileep on the bank of the fea, 
but were awaked by the noife of a ferpent, as long as 
a palm-tree, whofe feales made a ruffling as he crept 
along. He fwallowed up one of my comrades, npt- 
wjthllanding his loud cries, and the efforts he made to 
rid himfelf from the ferpent; which, fluking him fe¬ 
deral times againft the ground, crulhed him, and we 
cotHd hear him gnaw and tear the poor wretch's bones 
when we had fled a great diik ice from him. Next 
day we faw the ferpemt again, to our great terror, when 
I cryed out, O heaven, to what dangers are we expofed r 
We rejoiced yeflerday at our having etoaped from the 
cruelty of a giant, and the rage of the waves, and 
now are we fallen into another danger altogether as 


As we walked about, we faw a large tall tree, upon 
which vve dWIgned to pafs the following night, for our 
fecunry ; and having fatisfiedour hunger with fruit we 
mounted it accordingly. A little while after, the fer¬ 
pent came luffing to the root of the tree, raifed itfelf 
ap again ft the trunk of it, and meeting with my com¬ 
rade, who tot lower than I, /wallowed him at once 
and went off* * 


I ftaid upon the tree till it was day, and then came 
down, more like a dead man, than one alive expert 
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irrg the feme fate with my*two companions. This 
filled me with horror, fo that l was going to throw my- 
fieif into the fea; but nature prompting us to a defirc 
to live as long as we can, I withstood this temptation 
todefipair, and fubmi tied myfelf to the will of God, 
who difpofcs of our lives at his pleasure* 

In the mean time [ gathered together A great quantity 
of fmall wood, brambles, and dry thor ns, and making 
them up into faggots, made a great circle with them 
round the tree, and alio tied fome of them to the 
branches over my head, Having done thus, when the 
eveningcame, I ihut my fell up within this circle, with 
this melancholy piece of fatisimftion, that 1 had neg- 
lefled nothing which could preferve me from the cruel 
d^llmy with which I was threatened. The ferpervt failed 
not to come at the ufual hour, and went round the tree, 
feeking for an opportunity to devour me, but was pre¬ 
vented by the rampart I had made 5 fo that he fat till day, 
like a cat watching in vain for a moufe that has retired, 
to a place of fafety. When day appeared, he retired 
but I dared not to leave my fort until the fun arofe* 

I was fatigued with the toil be had pat me to, and 
fullered fo much by his poifonous breath, that death 
feeming more eligible to me, than the horror of fuch 
a condition, Icame down from the tree, and, not think¬ 
ing on the rcfignation 1 had made to the will of God the 
preeeeding day, I ran towards the fea, with a defign to 
throw myfelf into it headlong*—Here Scheherazade 
ftopt, bccanfe day appeared, and next night continued 
her Rory thus: 

Tips Seventy fi-veBih Night. 

S Tndbad purfued the account of his third vpyage thus : 

God, fays he, took companion on my defperate 
Rate; for juft as I was going to throw myfeif into the 
fea, i perceived a ihip at a conliderable diftatice. I 
called as loud as I could, and taking the linen from 
my turban, ditptayed it, that they might oWerve me* 
This Had the defired efFvft, all the crew perceived me, 
and the captainfient me his boat* As foun as i came 
aboard, the merchants and feamen flacked about me, to 
know how I came into that defert illand; and alter I 
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Jiad told them all that befel me, the oldeft among them 
faid to me. They had feveral times heard of the giants 
that dwelt in that illand, that they were cannibals and 
eat men raw as well as mailed ; and as to the ferpems*, 
they added, that there were abundance in the Ille, that 
hid themfelvcs by day, andcame abroad by night. Af¬ 
ter having tefUfied their joy at my efcaping fo many 
dangers, they brought methebeftof what they had to 
eat; and the captain, feeing that I was all in rags, 
wft 3 fo generous as to give me one of his own Tti'itsl 
We Were at fea for feme time, torched at feveral ifTands, 
and at laft landed at that of Salabat, where there grows 
Zanders, a wood of great ufe in phyj;ck. We entered 
the port, and came to an anchoAk The merchants 
began to unload their goods, in order to fell or exchange 
them* In the mean time, the captain came to tht, 
and faid. Brother, I have here a parcel of goods that 
belonged to a merchant, who failed lb me time on 
board thlsihip, and he being dead, I defign todifpofe 
of them for the benefit of his heirs, when J know 
them* The bales he fpoke of lay on the deck^ and 
fitewing them to me, he fays. There are the goods’ 

I hope you will take care to fell them, and you ihall 
have factorage. I thanked him that he gave me an 
opportunity to employ myfelf, becauie 1 hated to be 
idle. 

The clerk of the flop took an account of all the bales, 
with the names of the merchants to whom they belong¬ 
ed, And when he aiked the captain in whole name he 
ihould enter thofe he gave him life charge of; Enter 
them, fays the captain, in the - name of Sindbad the 
failor. 1 could not hear myfelf named without feme 
emotion, and looking liedfallJy on the captain, Iktfew 
him to be the perion, who, in my Second voyage, 
had left me in the idand where! fell alkep by a brook, 
and fet fail without me, or lending to kc for me* 
Bat I could not remember him at fir 11 , he was fo much 
altered fince 1 faw him. 

And as ibr him, who believed me to be dead, I 
could not wonder at hi$ not knowing me. Bat, captain, 
fays l, was merchant’s name, to whom thole bales 
belonged, Sindbad ? Yes, replies he, that was his name; 
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he came from Bagdad, and embarked oit board my 
Ihip at Balfora. One day, when we landed at an illand 
to take in water and other refreshments* I know not by 
what miltake, I fet fail without obferving that he did 
not rei mb ark with us ; neither I nor the merchants 
perceived it till four hoars after* We had the wind in 
oar fleru, and fo frefh a gale, that it was not then pcf- 
fible for us to tack about for him. You believe him 
then to be dead, fays I ? Certainly, anfwers he. No, 
captain, fays I, look upon me, and you may know 
that I am SIndbad whom you left in that defert ifland. 
I fell aJleep by a brook, and when I awaked, I found 
all the company gone. At thefe words the captain 
looked ftedfafrly upon me- Here Scheherazade per¬ 
ceiving day, bioke off her fiery, and next day refumed 
it thus; 

The Swotty-eighth Night* 

T HE captain, continued Slndbad, having eonhtier¬ 
ed me attentively, knew me at lad, embraced 
me, and fald, God bepraifed that fortune has fupplied 
my deleft. There arc your goods, which I always took 
care to preferve, and to make the beft of them at 
every pore where I touched. I reflore them to you 
with the profit I have made of them* 1 took them 
from him, and at the fame time acknowledged how 
much 1 owed to him. 

From the ifle ofSalabat, we went to another, where 
E furniJLhed myfcJf with cloves, cinnamon, and other 
fpieesu As we failed from that ifland, we faw a tor- 
toife tKat was twenty cubits in length and breadth. 
We obferved alfo a hfh, which looked like a cow, and 
gave milk, and its ikin is fo hard, that they ufually 
make bucklers cf it, 1 faw another, which had the 
ihape and cedour of a camel. In ihort, after a long 
voyage, 1 arrived at Balfora, and from thence returned 
fo this city of Bagdad, with lb much riches, that I 
knew not what 1 had- I gave a great deal to the poor, 
and bought another great eftate to what I had already. 

Thus Slndbad finilhed the hiftory of his third voyage; 
gave another ioo fiquins to Hindbad, invited him to 
dinner again next day, and to hear the llory of his 

fourth 
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fourth voyage, Hindbad and the company retired; 
and next day, when they returned, Sindbad after din¬ 
ner continued the Aory of his adventures* 

The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad, the Sailor* 

T H E pleafures, fays he, and the divert ifements I 
took after my third voyage, had not charms 
enough to divert me from another, I was again pre¬ 
vailed upon by my paffion for traffic, and curtofity to 
fee new things, I therefore put my affairs in order, 
and having provided a flock of goods fit for the places 
where I designed to trade, I fet out on my journey, I 
took the way of Perfia, of which I travelled feveral 
provinces, and then arrived at a port, where l embarked. 
We fet fail, and having touched atfeveral ports of Terra 
Firma, and fomc of the eaftern ifkmds, we put out to 
fea, and were feized by inch a fudden gull of wind, as 
obliged the captain to furl his fails, and to take all o ther 
neceffaryprecautions to prevent the danger that th reatned 
us* But all was in vain, our endeavours took no effect* 
the fails were torn in a thoufand piece*, and the fhip 
was flranded, fo that a great many of the merchants 
and feamen were drowned, and the cargo iofl. 

Scheherazade perceiving day, held her peace; but 
re fumed her itory next night, as follows ; 

The Seventy-ninth Night* 

I HAD the good fortune, continues Sindbad, with 
feveral of the merchants and mariners, to get a 
plank, and we were carried by the current to an j'flgnd 
which lay before us. There we found fruit and foun¬ 
tain water, which preferved our lives. We itaid all 
night near the place where the fea cait us afhore, with¬ 
out confulting what we fhould do, our misfortune &id 
difpirittd us io much. - 

Next morning, as foon as the fun was up, we walked 
from the fhore, and, advancing into the ifland, faw 
fome houfes, to which we went; and as foon as we 
came thither, we were encoro palled by a great number 
of blacks, who feized us, fhared us among them, and 
carried us to their refpeftive habitations* 


I, and 
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I, and five of ray comrades, were carried to one 
place; they made us fit down immediately, and gave 
us a certain herb, which they made figns to us to eat. 
My comrades not taking notice that the blacks eat none 
of it themfelves, confulted only the fatisfying of their 
own hunger, and fell to eating with greedinefs* But 
I, fnfpcdting fonre trick, would not fo much as tafte it, 
which happened well forme ; for in a little time after, 
X perceived, my companions had loft their fenfes, and 
that when they fpoke to me, they knew not what they 
f&id. 

The blacks fed us afterwards with rice, prepared 
with oil of cocoas ; and my comrades, who had loft 
their realty*; cat of it greedily* I eat of it alfo, hut 
very fpaj ingly. The blacks gave us that herb at firft 
on purpofe to deprive us of our fenfes, that we might 
not be aware of the fad deitiny prepared for us; and 
they gave us rice on purpofe to fatten us : For, being 
cannibals, their deiigti was to eat us as fopn as we 
grew fat. They did accordingly eat my comrades; wha 
were not fcnfiblc of their condition, but my fenfes 
being entire, you may eaiily guefs, gentlemen, that 
inftead of growing fat, as the reft did, 1 grew leaner 
every day. The fear of death under which I laboured* 
turned all my food into poifon. X fell istoa langnifti- 
ing diftemper, which proved my fafety ; for the blacks, 
having killed and eat up my com pan ions, feeing me to 
be, withered, lean, and lick, deferred my death till ano¬ 
ther time* 

Mean while I had a great deal of liberty, fo that 
there was fcarCe any notice taken of what I did, and 
this gave me an opportunity one day to get at a diftance 
from the houfes, and to make my eicape. An old 
man, who faw me, and fufpefted my d^fign 3 called to 
me as loud as he could to return; but inltead of 
obeying him, l redoubled my pace, and quickly got 
out of fight* At that time there was none but the old 
man about the houTes, the reft being abroad, and not 
to come home till night, which was pretty ufual with 
them* Therefore, being fare that they could not come 
time enough to pnrfue me, I went on till night, when 
1 Hopped to reft a liule, and to eat fome of the provi- 
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JSons I had taken care of; hut I fpeedily let forward 
again, anu travelled fcven days, avoiding tlioie place 3 
which feemed to be inhabited, and lived for the molt 
part upon cocoa-nuts, which ferved me both for meat 
and drink* On the eight day I came near the iea, 
and fa# ail of a fudden white people like myfelf. ga¬ 
thering of pepper, of which there was great plenty 
in that place; this I-took to be a good omen, and 
went to them without any fcruple. Scheherazade broke 
ofFiiere, and went on with the ftorjr next night, as 
follows: 

The Eightieth Night. 

T HE people who gahered pepper, continued Sind- 
bad, came ro meet me as loon as they faw me, 
and afked me in Arabick, who I was, and whence [ 
came } 1 was overjoyed to hear them fpcak in my own 
language, and willingly fatished their curioihy, fry giv¬ 
ing them an account of my fhipvvrcck, and how 1 fell 
into the hands of the blacks* Thole blacks, replied 
they, eat men, and by what miracle did you efcape 
their cruelty ? I told them the fame ftory I now told 
you, at which they were wonderfully furprizetL 

I ilaid with them till they had gathered their quantity 
of pepper, and then failed with them to the ill and 
from whence they came. They prefented me to their 
king, who was a good prince ; he had the patience to 
hear the relation of my adventures, which furpHzed 
Mm ; and he afterwards gave me clothes, and com¬ 
manded care to be taken of me. 

The illand was very well peopled, plentiful of every 
thing, and the capital was a place of great trade. 
This agreeable place of retreat was very comfortable 
to me after my misfortune, and the kindnefs of tnis 
generous prince towards me compleated my fatisfaftibqi 
In a word, rherewas not a perfon more in favour with 
him than myielf, and by confequence evi ry man in 
court and city fought how to oblige me ; fo that in a 
very little time, 1 was looked upon rather as a native 
than a fb'aoger, 

L 6 I ob- 
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1 obfervedone thing, which to me looked very extra* 
ordinary ; all the people, the kinghint ft If not excepted, 
rode their horfes without bridle or flirrups. This made 
me one day to take the liberty to afk the king how that 
came topafs ? His majefty anfwered* That 1 calked to 
him _of things, which nobody knew the ufe of in his 
dominions* 

A went immediately to a workman, and gave him a 
model foF making the flock of a faddle. When that 
was done, I covered it rayfelfwith velvet and leather, and 
embroidered it with gold. J afterwards went to a lock- 
fmitb, who made me a bridle according to the pattern I 
ihewed him, and then he made me alfo fome flirrups. 
When 1 had all things compleated, I prefen ted them to 
the king, and put them upon one of his horfes. His 
majefty mounted immediately, and was fo mightily 
pleafed with them, that he tefUfied his iatisfaftion by 
large prefents to me. 1 could not avoid making fevcral 
others for his minlfters and principal officers of his 
JiQufhold, who all of them made me prefents that en¬ 
riched me in a little time. 1 alfo made for the people 
of bed quality in the city, which gained me great re¬ 
putation and regard from every bpdy, 

Asl made my court very exa£lly to the king, he fays 
to me one day, bindbad, 1 love thee j and all my fubjefts 
who know thee, treat thee according to my example. 
1 have one thing to demand of thee, which thou muffc 
granr. Sir, anlwered I, there's nothing but what I 
- will do, as a mark of my obedience to your majefty, 
whole power over me is abfolute. 1 have a mind thou 
ftiouldit marry, replies he, that fo thou mayft flay in 
' m y dominion, and think no more of thy own country. 
1 dared not refill the prince’s will, and fo he gave me 
one of the ladies of his court, a noble, beautiful, chafle, 
and rich lady. The ceremonies of marriage being 
oyer, I went and dwelt with the lady, and for fome 
time we lived together in perfect harmony. I was not* 
however, very well fatisfied with my condition, and 
therefore defigned to make my efcape on the firft oc- 
cafion, and to return to Bagdad ; which my prefent fet- 
tlement* how advantageous foeyer, could not make me 
forget. 


While 
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While I was thinking on this, the wife of one of my 
neighbours, with whom I had contracted a very iiridl 
friendfhip, fell fick* and died. I went to fee and 
comfort him in his affliction* and finding him fwallowed 
up with forrow, I /aid to him as foon as I faw him, 
God prefervc you and grant you a long life. Alas! re¬ 
plies he* how do you think I fhould obtain that favour, 
you wifh me? I have not above an hour to live. Pray, 
fays I, don’t entertain fuch a melancholy thought; I 
hope it will not be fo, but that I Oiatl enjoy your 
company for many years* I wiffl you, fays he, a long 
life i but for me my days are at an end* for 1 mu ft be 
buried this day with my wife. This is a law which our 
anceftors eftabiiflied in this ifland* and always obferved 
it inviolably. The living hufband is interred with the 
dead wife ; and the living wife with the dead hufband. 
Nothing can fave me; every one muft fubmit to this 
law* 

While he was entertaining me with an Account of this 
barbarous cuftom, the very hearing of which frighted 
ine cruelly, his kindred, friends, and neighbours came 
in a body to affift at the funerals. They put on the 
corpfe the woman’s richeft apparel, as if it had been 
her wedding-day, and drdfed her with all her jewels ; 
then they put her into an open coffin, and lifting it up, 
began their march to the place of burial The hufband 
walked at the head of the company, and followed the 
corpfe. They went up to a high mountain, and when 
they came thither, took up a great ftone* which cover¬ 
ed the mouth of a very deep pit, and let down the 
corpfe with ail its apparel and jewels* Then the 
hufband* embracing his kindred and friends, fuffered 
himfelf to be put into another open coffin without re- 
iifiance, with a pot of water, and feven little loaves* 
and was let down in the fame manner they let down his 
wife. The mountain was pretty long and reached to 
the fea* ^ The ceremony being over they covered the 
hole again with the ftone* and returned. 

It is needlefs* gentlemen, for me to tell you that I 
was the only melancholy fpeftator of this funeral* 
whereas the reft were fcarcely moved at it* the thing 
was fo cuflomary to them, I could not forbear/peaking 

my 
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my thoughts of this matter to the king : Sir* fays I* I 
cannot enough admire at the ftrange euftom in this 
country, of burying the living with the dead. I have 
been a great traveller, and feen many countries, bat 
never heard of fo cruel a law* What do you mean, 
Sindbad, fays the king, J tis a common kw ? 1 ftull 
be interred with the queen* my wife, if ftie die firit. 
But bir, fays I, may I preface to demand of your 
in a jelly, if Grangers oe obliged to obferve this law f 
Without doubt, replies the king, (fnrfflfng at the occa- 
lion of my queilion) they are not exempted, if they be 
married in this ifl&hd* 

I went home very melancholy at this anfwer; for the 
fear of my wife's dying fir ft, and tbbtl ihoald be interred 
alive with her, ofetafioned me to have very mortifying 
reflections. But there was no remedy, 1 mutt have 
patience, and fftbrrtic to the will of God. 1 trembled 
however at every little indifpoiition of my wife y but 
alas! in a little time my fears came upon me all at 
once, for fhe fell tick, and died in a few days, 

Scheherazade ftopt here for that time, and refumed 
the thread of her ilory next night thus ; 

^Thc Kighty-JtrJi N/ghf* 

Y OU may judge at my forrmv, continuesSindbad 1 ; 

to be interred alive, feemed to me as deplorable 
an end, as to be devoured by cannibals* But f mufl 
fubmit, the king and all his court would honour the 
funeral with their prefence, and the moil confiderahle 
people of the city did the like. When all was ready 
for the ceremony, the corpfe was put into a cofHu, 
with all her jewels and magnificent apparel. The 
cavalcade was begun, and as Jeeond aefor in this 
doleful tragedy, 1 went next the corpfe, with my eyes 
full of tears, bewailing my deplorable fate* Before X 
came to the mountain, 1 made an elfay on the minds 
of the fpe&ators : X addrefled myfclf to the king in the 
firii place, and then to all thofe who were round me, 
and bowing before them to the earth, to kifs the 
border of their garments, 1 prayed them to hare 
companion upon me* OonEder* faid I, that 1 am a 

Hr anger. 


En tertainmentS, 03 f 

Granger* and ought'not to be fubjeffc to this rigorous 
Jaw, and that l have another wife and children in my 
own country*, it was to no 

purpofe for me to fpeak thus, * He mat a Maho-* 
no foul was moved at it ; on met an, and they a Horn 
the contrary, they made hafte Pvipgamj, 
to let down my wife’s corpfe 

into the pit, and put me down the next-moment in an 
open coffin, with a veilel full of water and jfeven loaves* 
In thort, the fatal ceremony being performed, they co* 
voted up the mouth of the pit, notwithstanding the ex* 
cefs of my grief, and my lamentable cries* 

As 1 came near the bottom, i difeovered by help of 
the little light that came from above, the nature of 
this fubterranean places it was avail long cave, and 
might be about fifty fathom deep* i immediately 
fmelt an infuft'erablc flench, proceeding from the mul¬ 
titude of dead corpfe, which l faw on the right and left; 
nay, I fancied that 1 heard fame of them figh oat their 
kit. However, when 1 got down, I immediately left my 
coffin, and getting at a diftance from the corple, held 
Itiy nofp, and lay down upon the ground, where 1 ilaid 
a long time, bathed in tears; Then reflecting on my 
fad lot, it is true, fald I, that God difpofes all t ings 
according to the decrees of his providence; but, poor 
Sind bad, art not diou thyftdf the caufe of ihy being 
brought to die fo Jlrange a death i Would to God thou 
hadft perifhed in feme of ehofe rempeAs which thou haft 
efcaped ! Then thy death had not been fo lingering 
and terrible in all its circamftancs. But thou haft 
drawn all this upon thyfdf by thy ctirfed avarice* Ah, 
unfortunate wretch 1 Shouldft thou not rather have 
ft aid at home, and quietly enjoyed the fruits of thy 
labour ? 

Such were the vain complaints with which I made 
the cave to echo, beating my head and ftomaeh out of 
rage and defpair, and abandoning myfelf to the in oft 
afEidling thoughts. Neverthelefs 1 muffc tell ye, that 
inlie ad of calling death to myaiMancc in that miferable 
condition, I fek Jlill an inclination to live, and to do 
all ] could to prolong my days* I went groping about 
.with my nofe Ibpt, for the bread and water that was 

in 
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in my eoffin, and took fome of it. Tho* the darknefs of 
the cave was fo great that I could not dilHnguifhday and 
night, yet J always found my coffin again, and the cave 
feemed to be more fpacious and fuller of corpfe than it 
appeared to me at hrlL I lived for fome days upon 
my bread and water, which being all fpent, at kH, l 
prepared for death.—At thefe words Scheherazade left 
oiF, but refumed the ftory next night thus: 

The Eigbty-fecond Night. 

A S I was thinking of death, continued Sindbad, I 
heard the Hone lifted up from the mouth of th^ 
cave, and immediately the corpfe of a man was let 
down. When men are redueed-to neceffity, it is natural 
for them to come to extreme refohitions, While they 
let down the woman I approached the place where 
her coffin was to be put, and as foon as I perceived 
they were covering again the mouth of the cave, I 
gave the unfortunate wretch two or three great blows 
over the head, with a large bone that I found; which 
Sunned, or, to fav the truth, killed her* 1 committed 
this inhuman action merely for the fake of her bread 
and water that was in her coffin, and thus I had pro- 
viiions for fome days more. When that was fpent, 
they let down another dead woman, and alive man; 
I killed the man in the fame manner; and, as good luck 
would ^ have it for rue, there was then a fort of mor¬ 
tality in the town, fo that by this means 1 did not want 
for proviJions. 

One day as I had difpatched another woman, I 
heard fcmething walking, and blowing or panting as 
it walked, I advanced towards that lide from whence 
I heard the noife, and upon my approach the thing 
puffed and blew harder, as-'‘if it had been running 
away from me. I followed the noife, and the thing 
feemed to flop fome times, but always Hed and blew as 
I approached* I followed it fo long, and fo far, till 
at lall l perceived a light, refembling a Har; 1 went 
on towards that light, and fome times loft fight of it, 
but always found it again, and at laft difeovered that 
it Came through a hole in the rock, large enough for a 
man to get out at. 

Upon 


£ 
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Upon this, I Hopped fome time to reII myfelf, being 
much fatigued with purfuing this difeo very fo fait: 
After wards coming up to the hole, 1 went out at it, 
a newfound myfelf upon the bank of the fea, 1 leave 
you to guefs at the excefs of my joy : it was jiich, that 
1 could fcarce perfuade myfelf of its being real* 

But when 1 was recovered from my furprife, and con¬ 
vinced of the truth of the matter, I found the thing 
which I had followed, and heard puff and blow, to 
be a creature which came out of the fea, and was ac* 
cuftomed to enter at that hole to feed upon the dead 
carcafes. 

X considered the mountain, and perceived it to be 
fituated betwixt the fea and the town, but without 
any pailage or way to communicate with the latter* 
the rocks, on the fide of the fea, were fo rugged and 
Jleep, 1 fell down upon the ihore to thank God for 
this mercy, and afterwards entered the cave again to 
fetch bread and water, which 1 did by day-light with 
a better appetite, than I had done fince my interment 
in the dark hole. 

I returned thither again, and groped about among 
the biers for all the diamonds, rubies, pearls, gold 
bracelets, and rich duffs I could find ; thefe I brought 
to the fhore, and tying them up neatly into bales, 
with the cords that let down the coffins, J laid them 
together upon the bank, waiting till feme /hip palled 
by, without any fear of rain, for it was not then the 
feafon. 

After two or three days, I perceived a Ihip that 
had but juft come out of the harbour, and pafTed near 
the place where 1 was* I made a fign with the linen 
of my turban, and called to them as bud as I 
could : They heard me, and fent a boat to bring me 
on board, when the mariners alked by what misfor¬ 
tune T came thither ; I told them chat I had (offered 
Ihip wreck two days ago, and made Mft to get aihore 
with the goods they faw. It was happy for me that 
thofe people did not confider the place where I was, 
nor enquire into the probability of what I told them ; 
but without any more ado, took me on board with 
my goods. When I came to the ihip, the captain 

was 
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Was fo well pleafed to have faved me, and fo much 
taken up with his own affairs, that he alfo took the 
ftory of my pretended fh ip wreck upon truft, and gene- 
roufly refufed feme jewels which I offered him. 

We paired by feveral iHands, and among others that 
called the ifle of Bells, about ten days fail from Seren- 
dlb, with a regular wind, and fix from that of Keln, 
where we landed. This ifland produces lead-mines, 
Indian canes, and excellent camphirc. 

The king of the ifle of Kela is very rich and potent, 
and the ifle of Bells*, which is 
* Now Csi lan , about tvvo days journey in ex¬ 

tent, is alfo fubjeft to him. The 
inhabitants are fo barbarous that they Hill eat human 
flefh After we had fmifhcd Gur commerce in that iflarid, 
we put to fea again, and touched at feveral other ports; 
OirhiftI arrived happily Bagdad with infinite riches, 
of which it is needlefs to trouble you with the detail. 
Out of thankfuJnefs to God for his mercies, I gave great 
alms for the entertainment of feveral mofques, and for 
the fubfiilence of the poor, and employed myfeif 
wholly in enjoying my kindred and friends, and making 
good cheer with them. 

Here Sindbad finifhed the relation of his fourth voy¬ 
age, which was more fur prizing to the company than 
all the three former. He gave a new prelent oF loo 
fequins to Hindbad, whom he prayed to return with the 
reft next day at the fame hour, to dine with him and 
hear the dory of his filth voyage, Hindbad and the 
re 11 of his go efts took leave of aim, and retired. Next 
morning when they all met, they fat down at table, 
and when dinner was over, bind bad began the relation 
of his fifth voyage as follows ; 

Xbe Fifth Voyage of Sindh ad the Sailor, 

T H E pie a fares l enjoyed had again charms enough 
to matte me forgrt all the troubles and calami¬ 
ties 1 had undergone, witkbut curing me of myriadU 
nation to make new v ages. Therefore 1 benight 
goods, ordered them to be packed up ix\A loaded, and 
*t fat out with them, for the be ft fea-prjrt, and there, 
that 1 might not be obliged to depend upon a captain. 
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but have a fhip at my own command, I ftaid till one 
was' built on purpofe, at my own charge. When the 
Ihip was ready, I went on board with my goods : But 
not having enough to load her, 1 took on board me 
feveral merchants of different nations with their meri¬ 
dian dize. 

We failed with the firft fair wind, and after a long 
navigation, the firft place we touched at was a defcrt 
iflaird, where we found an egg of a roc, equal in bignefs 
whh, that I formerly mentioned. There was a young 
roc in it juft ceady to be hatched, and the bill of it began 
to appear* 

At theft words Scheherazade ftopt, bccaufe day be¬ 
gan to enter the Sultan*s apartment; but next night 
iherefumed her ftory thus: 

The Eighty-third Night* 

S IND BAD the failor, fays fhe, continued the re¬ 
lation ofhis fifth voyage as follows; The merchants, 
whom I had taken.on board my Gup, and who landed 
with me, broke the egg with hatchets, and made a hole 
In it, from whence they pulled out the young roc piece 
after piece, and mailed it. I had earneftly perfuaded 
them from meddling with the egg, but they would not 
liften 10 me. 

Scarce had they made an end of their treat, when 
there appeared iri the air at a conquerable di fiance 
from us, two great clouds* The captainwhom I 
Mrcd to fail my Ihip, knowing by experience what it 
meant, cry'ed that'it was the he andfhe roc that belong¬ 
ed to the young one, and p re fled us to re-embark with 
ail fpeed, w prevent the misfortune which he faw would 
mhertvlfe befal u** We made hade to do fo, and fet 
fail with all poffible diligence. 

In the mean time the two rocs approached wdth a 
frightful noife, which they redoubled when they faw 
the egg broke, and their young one gone* but having 
af mind to avenge themfdves, they iiew bade towards 
the place from whence they came, and difappeared for 
fome time, while we made all the fail we could, to pre¬ 
vent chat which unhappily befel ns, 

4 They 
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They returned, and we obferved that each of vhcx* 
carried between their talons ftoncs, or rather rocks, of a 
monftrous fize. When they came drrcdly over my fhip, 
they hovered, and one of chem let fall a ibne, but by 
the dexterity of the fleerfman, who turned the {hip with* 
the rudder, ie miffed us* and falling by the fide of the (hip* 
into the fca, divided the water fc, that we almofl could 
fee to the bottom* The other roc, to our misfortune, 
threw the ftone io exactly upon the middle of the Ihip, 
that itfplit in a tbouiand pieces. The mariners andpaf- 
fengers were ail killed by the /tone* or funk, I myfelf 
had the I a II fate; but as lea me up again, f catched hold v 
by good fortune, of a piece of the wreck, and Jivimmhig 
fomerimes with one hand, and lome rimes with the other, 
but always holding fall my board, the wind and the tide 
being for me, I came to an ifland, whefe bank was very 
fteep* i overcame that difficulty however, and got 
afhore. 

I fat down upon the graft, to recover myfelf a Utile 
from my fatigue, after which I got up and went into 
the ifland to view it. It feemed to be a delicious gar¬ 
den. I found trees every where, fome of them bearing, 
green, and other's ripe fruits, and (beams of frefh pure 
water, with pleafant windings and turnings. 1 eat of the, 
fruits, which I found excellent; and drank of the watery 
which was very pleafant* 

Night being come, L lay down upon the grafsin a con¬ 
venient place enough, but I could not fleep an hour at 
a time, my mind was fodifturbed with the fear of being 
alone in fo defert a place. Thus I fpenr beflpart of the 
night in fretting, and reproached myfelf for my impru¬ 
dence in not flaying at home, rather than undertaking, 
this laft voyage. Thefe reflexions carried me lb far, 
that 1 began to form a defign again ft my own life, but 
day-light difperied thofe melancholy thoughts, and L 
got up, and walked among the trees, but not without 
apprehenfions of danger* 

When I was a little advanced into the ifland, I faw 
an old man, who to me feemed very weak and feeble. 
He fat upon the bank of a dream, and at firft 1 took 
him to be one who had been (hipwrecked as myfelf. 
I went towards him and faluted him, but he only 

bowei 
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"hewed his head a little, I aficed him what he did there, 
but milead of aufwering me, he made a fign for me to 
take him upon my back* and carry him over the brook, 
fignifying that it was to gather fruit, 

I believed him really to Hand in need of my help, fo 
took him upon my back, and having carried him over, 
bid him get down, and for that end Hooped, that he 
might get off with eafe ; but inlteadof that (which I 
laugh at every time I think on J t) the old man, who to 
me appeared very decrepit , clafped his legs nimbly about 
my neck, and then I perceived his Ik in to referable that 
of a cow. He far allride me upon my jhoulders, and 
held my throat fo ftrait, that I thought he would have 
fttangled me, the fright of which made me faint away, 
and tali down. 

Day appearing, Scheherazade was obliged to Hop 
fiere, but purfued her liory thus next night; 

The Eighty-fourth Night* 

N Otwith Han ding my fainting, continued Sindbad, 
the ill-natured old fellow kept faft about my neck, 
but opened his legs a little to give me time to recover 
my breath. When I had done fo, he thruft one of his 
feet again ft my ilomach, and ft ruck me fo ruddy on the 
4 idc with the other, that he forced me to rife up again!! 
my will* Being got up, he made me walk under the 
rues, and forced me now and then to flop, to gather 
and eat fruit fftdi as we found. He never left me all 
day , and when f lay down to reft me by night, he laid 
himfelf down with me, holding always faft about my 
neck, livery morning he puihed me to make me awake, 
and afterwards obliged me to get up and walk, and 
pro fled me with his ieet, You may judge then, gentle¬ 
men, what trouble 1 was in, to be charged with fuck a 
burden as I could do way rid myfelf from. 

One day I found in my way feveral dry calcbaflies that 
had fallen from a tree; l took a Urge one, and, after 
cleaning it, preffed into it fome juice of grapes, which 
abounded in the ifiand ; having Ailed the ealebafh, I fet 
it in a convenient place, and coming hither again fqme 
days after, I took up my calebafa, and felting it to my 
mouth, found the wine to be fo good* that it made me 

prcfently 
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prefently not only forget my farrow, but I grew vigo* 
rous, and was fo light hearted, that I began toting and 
dance as 1 walked along. 

The old man, perceiving the effeft which this drink 
had upon me, and that 1 carried him with more eafe 
than i did before! made afign for me to give him fome 
of it. I gave him the calebalh, and the liquor pleating 
his palate, he drank it all off. There being enough of 
it to fuddle him, he became drunk immediately, and the 
fumes getting up Into his head, he began to ling af¬ 
ter his manner, and to dance with his breech upon my 
Jhoulders. His joking about made him vomit, and he 
Jocfehed his legs from about me by degrees; fo finding 
that he did not prefs me as before, I threw him upon 
the ground, where he lay without motion, and then I 
took up a great Hone, with which I crufhed his head to 
pieces. 

I was extremely rejoiced, to be freed thus for ever 
from this curfed old fellow, and walked upon the bank 
ofthefea, where I met the crew ofa fliip that had call 
anchor, to take in water to tefrefh themfehres, They 
were extremely furprized to fee me, and to hear the 
particulars of my adventures. You fell, fa id they, into 
the hands of the old man of the lea, and are the firll 
that ever efcaped ftrangling by him. He never left 
thofe he had once made himfelf mailer of, till he de- 
ftroyed them, and he has made this ifland famous by the 
number of men he has flain ; fo that the merchants and 
mariners who landed upon it, dared not to advance 
into the ifland but in numbers together. 

After having informed me of thofe things, they car¬ 
ried me with them to the fhip; the captain received me 
with great fatisfaflion, when they told hint what had 
befallen me. He put out again to fea, and after fome 
days fail, we arrived at the harbour of a great city, 
whole houfes were bulk with good Hone. 

One of the merchants of the ihip, who had taken me 
into his friendlhip, obliged me to go along with him, 
and carried me to a place appointed for a retreat fur 
foreign merchants. He gave me a great bag, and having 
recommended me to fome people of the town, who tiled 
to gather cocoas he dellred them to take me with them 
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to do the like ; Go, fays he, follow them, and do as 
you fee them do, and don’t feparate from them, other- 
wife you endanger your life. Having thus fpoke, he 
gave me provisions for the journey, and 1 went with 
them* 

We came to a great foreft of trees, extreme ftrait 
and tall, and their trunks were fo fmoofh, that it was 
not poflible for any man to climb up to the branches 
that bore the fruit. All the trees were cocoa-trees, and 
when we entered the fore ft, we few a great number of 
apes of feveraldizes, that fled as foon as they perceived 
us, and climbed up to the top of the trees with furpriz- 
ing fwiftnefs, 

Scheherazade would have gone on, but day appearing 
prevented her, and next night ihe refumed her difeourfe 
as follows : . 

The Eighty-fifth Night, 


T H E merchants with whom I was, continued Sind- 
bad, gathered ftones, and threw them at the apes 
on the top of the trees, f did the fame, and'the apes 
out of revenge threw cocoa-nuts at us as faft, and with 
fuoh geftures, as fu Ardently teflifted their anger and re- 
fetumdnt ; we gathered up the cocoas, and from time to 
time threw Aoncs to provoke the apes ; fo that by this 
ilratagem we filled our bags with cocoa-nuts, which it 
had been impoffibie for us to have done otherwjfe. 

When we had gathered our number, we returned to 
the city, where the merchant, who fent me to the foreft* 
gave me the value of the cocoas I brought: Go on* 
lays he, and do the Kke every day, until you have got 
money enough to carry you home. I thanked him for 
his good advice, and infenftbly gathered together fo 
many cocoas as mounted to a confiderable fum* 

The ve/Tel in which I came, failed with merchants, 
who loaded her with cocoas. I expe&edthe arrival of 
another, which landed fpcedily for the like loading* I 
embarked on board the fame all the cocoas that belong¬ 
ed to me, and when ihe was ready to fail, 1 went and 
took leave of the merchant, who had been fo kind to 
me ; but he could not embark with me, becaufehe had 
not 'finitiled his affairs. 


We 
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We fet fail towards the iflands where pepper growl 
In great plenty* From thence we went to the ifle of 
Comari*, where the beft fort of 
wood of aloes grow's, and whofe 
inhabitants have made it an in¬ 
violable Law to themfelves t® 
drink no wine* nor to fuffer any 
place of debauch* I exchanged 
my cocoas in thole two i(lands 
for pepper and wood of aloes, and 
went with other merchants a pearl-iiftiiug. I hired di- 
vers; who fetched me up thoft that were very large and 
pure. I embarked joyfully in a veflel that happily ar¬ 
rived at Balfora ; from thence I returned to Bagdad, 
where I made vafl fums of my pepper, wood of aloes, 
and pearls, I gave the tenth of my gains in alms, as I 
had done upon my return from other voyages, and en¬ 
deavoured to eafe myfelf from my fatigues, by diver¬ 
sions of ail forts* 

When Sindbad had done his ftory, he ordered one 
hundred fequins to Hindbad, who retired with all the 
other gtiefts ; but next morning the fame company re¬ 
turned to dine with rich Sindbad; who, after having 
treated them as formerly, demanded audience, and gave 
the following account of his lixth voyage. 

Tbs * Sixth Voyage of Sind bad* the Sailor* 

G Entlemcn, fays he, you Jong without doubt to know 
how, after being Ih ip wrecked five times, and 
efcaping fo many dangers, I could refolve again to try 
my fortune, and expofe myfelf to new hardlhips, I am 
alionifhed at it myielf, when 1 think on*c, and mult 
certainly have been induced to it by my liars. But be 
that how it will, after a year’s reft, I prepared for a 
fixth voyage, notwith Handing the prayers of my kindred 
and friends, who did all that was poflible to prevent 
me. 

Inftead of taking my way by the Perfian gulph, I 
travelled once more thro’ feveral provinces of Perfia 
and the Indies, and arrived at a fea-port, where I em¬ 
barked on board a ihip, the captain of which was re- 
folved on a long voyage* 


* This ijland , or 
peninfula, ends at the 
cape, *which *we no^uj 
call e apeC omorhu 11 
is aljb called Comar 
and Cam or* 
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It was very long in deed , but, at the fame time* fo 
unfortunate* that the captain and pilot loft their courfe* 
fo that they knew not wnere they were. They found it 
at laft* but we had no ground to rejoice at it. We were 
all feized with extraordinary fear, when we faw the 
captain quit his poll, and cry out* He threw off his 
turban* pulled the hair of his beard, and beat his head 
like a madman. Wc alkcd him the rcafon, and he an- 
fwered* that he was in the molt dangerous place of all 
the fea. A rapid current carries the fliip along with it, 
and we fhall all of us perifh in lefs than a quarter ‘of 
an hour. Fray to God to deliver us from this danger ; 
we can’t cfcape it, if he don’t take pity on us. At 
thefe words he ordered the fails to be changed j but all 
the ropes broke* and the fhip* without being pofftble 
to help it* was carried by the current to the foot of 
an inacceffible mountain, where fhe was run afliore, 
and broke to pieces* yet fb as we faved our lives* our 
provisions, and the belt of our goods. 

This being over, the captain lays to us, God has now 
done what he pleafed ; we may every man dig our grave 
here j and bid the world adieu j for we are all in fo fatal 
. a place, that none fhipwrecked here did ever return to 
their homes again. His difeourfe sfftifted us mortally, 
and we embraced one another with tears in our eye"*, 
bewailing our deplorable lot. 

The mountain at the foot of wh icli we were cait* was 
the coalt of a very long and large ifland. This coaft 
was covered all over with wrecks* and by the vaft num¬ 
ber of men’s bones* we law every where* and which filled 
us with horror* we concluded that abundance of people 
had died there. It is alfo incredible to tell what a quan¬ 
tity of goods, and riches we found caft afliore there* 
All thole objeds ierved only to augment our grief. 
Whereas in all other places, rivers run from their chan- 
j neb into the fea* here a great river of frefli waterruns 
l out of the fea into a dark cave, whofe entrance is veiy 
high and large. What is moft remarkable in this place 
is, that the Hones of the mountain are of cryltal, ru¬ 
bies* or other precious Hones. Here is alfo a fort of 
fountain of pitch or bitumen, that runs into the fea 
which the fi flics fwallow, and then vomit it up a train, 
VoL* J* M turned 
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turned into ambergris: and .this the waves throw up on. 
the beech in great quantities. Here grow alfo trees* 
moil of which are wood of aloes* equal in goodnefs to 
fchofe of Camari, / 

To finilli the defcripcion of this place, which may 
well be called the guhph, ft nee nothing ever returns from 
it, it is not poflible for a lb ip to get off from It, when 
once they come within fu,ch a difiance of it. If they 
be driven thither by a wind from the fea, the wind and 
the current ruin them ; and if they come into it, when 
a land-wind blows* which might feera to favour their 
getting ou; again, the height of the mountain Hops the 
wind, and occafions a calm, fo that the force of the cur¬ 
rent runs them afiiore, where they are broken to pieces* 
as ours was ; and that which completes the misfortune 
is, that there is no poffibility to get to the top of the 
mountain* or to get out any manner of way* 

We continued upon the fhore*like men out ©f their 
fenfes, and expected death every day- At firll we dU 
Tided our provisions as equally as we could, and fo 
every ,©ne lived a longer or ihorter while* according 
to their temperance* and the ufc they made o± their 
provifions. 

Scheherazade perceiving day, left off fpeaking ; but 
next night fhe refumed the ftory as follows ; 

Nhe Eighty-Jsxtb Night* 

T HOSE who died firff, continued Sindbad, were 
interred by the rdl; and, as for my part* I paid 
the laft duty to ail my companions : nor are you to 
wonder at this ; for beffdes that I hulbanded the pro- 
vifion that fell to my fiiare better than they, 1 had pro¬ 
vifions of my own, which I did not fiiare with my 
comradesj yet when I buried the Jail, 1 had fo little 
remaining, that 1 thought I could not hold out long. 
So that l dug a grave, refolving to lie down in it, be- 
caufe there was none kft alive to inter me* I mull eon- 
fefs to you at the fame time, that while I was thus em¬ 
ployed, 1 could not but refiefl upon myfelf as the caufe 
of my own ruin, and repented that 1 had ever under¬ 
taken this lad voyage. Nor did I Hop at reikaionl 
r only* 
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only, but had well nigh hailened my own death, and 
began to tear my hands with my teeth. 

But it pleafed God once more to take compaffion on 
me, and,put it in my mind to go to the bank of the 
river which ran into the great cave, where, confider- 
ing the river with great attention, I faid to myfelf, This 
river, which runs thus under ground, muft come out 
feme where or other. If I make a float, and leave my- 
felfto the current, it will bring me to ibme inhabited 
country , or drown me. If I be drowned, I lofe no¬ 
thing, but only change one kind of death for another ; 
and if I get ©utof this fatal place, I fhall not only avoid 
the fad fate of my comrades, but perhaps A ad foma 
new occafion of enriching myfelf. Who knows but for* 
tune waits, upon my getting off this dangerous ihelf, 
to compenfate my (hipwreck with ufury. 

After this, I immediately went to work on a float. I 
made it of good large pieces of timber and cables, for 
I had choice of them, and tied them together fo ftrong, 
that I had made a very folid little float. When I had . 
fmifhed it, I loaded it whh fome bales of rubies, eme¬ 
ralds, ambergris, rock-cryftal, and rich fluffs. Having 
balanced all my cargo exadUy, and fattened them well 
to the float, I went on board it with two little oars that 
I had made, and leaving it to the courfe of the river, 
I reftgned myfelf to the will of God 

As foon as I came into the cave, I loft all light, and 
the ftream carr^d me I Jtneiv not whither. Thus £ 
floated fome days in perfect darknefs, and once found 
the arch fo low, that it very nigh broke my head, which 
made me very cautious afterwards to avoid the like 
danger. All this while I eat nothing but what was juft 
neceflary to fupport nature; yet notwithflanding this 
frugality, all my provisions were fpent. Then a plea- 
flog flecp feized upon me. I can't tell how long it 
l continued ; but when I awaked, I was furprized to And 
myfelf in the middle of a vaft country, at the brink of 
a river, where my float was tied, aijiidlt a great number 
of negroes. I got up as foon as 1 faw them, and fainted 
j them. They fpoke to me, but 1 did not underftand 
their language. I was fo tranfported with joy, that! 
kaew not whether I was afleep or awake ; but being 
M 2 perfuaded 
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perfuaded that I was notafleep, I recited the following 
words in Arabick aloud : f Call upon the Almighty, he 
will help thee ; thou needeft not perplex thyfelf about 
any thing elfe; fhut thy eyes, and while thou art afleep, 
God will change thy bad fortune into good/ . 

One of the blacks, who underftood Arabick, hearing 
me fpeak thus, came towards me, and faid, Brother, 
don’t be furprized to fee us $ we are inhabitants of this 
country, and came hither to-day to water our fields, by 
digging little canals from this river, which comes out 
of the neighbouring mountain* We perceived fome* 
thing floating upon the water, went fpeedily to fee what 
it was, and perceiving your float, one of us fvvam into 
the river, and brought it thither, where we fattened it, 
as you fee, until you ttiould awake. Pray tell us your 
hiftory, for it mutt be extraordinary; how did you 
venture yourfelf into this river, and whence did you 
come ? 1 begged of them flrtt to give me fo me thing to 
cat, and then I would fatisfy their curioflty* Itiey 
gave me feveral forts of food, and when I had fatisfled 
xny hunger, 1 gave them a true account of all that had 
befallen, me, which they liftened to with admiration. 
As foon as I had finifhed my difeourfe, they told me, by 
the perfern who fpoke Arabick and interpreted to them 
what I faid, That it was one of the moil furprizing 
Hories they ever heard, and that I mutt go along with 
them, and tell it their king myfdf; the king is too ex¬ 
traordinary to be told by any other than the perfon to 
whom it happened* I told them 1 was ready to do what¬ 
ever they pleafed* 

They immediately fent for a horfe, which was 
brought them in a little time ; and having made me get 
up upon him, fome of them walked before me to ihew 
me the way, and the rett took my float and cargo, and 
followed me* 

Here Scheherazade was obliged to flop, becaufe day 
appeared, but towards the clofe of next night refumed 
the thread of her ftory thus.; 
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Tte Eighty-feventh Night* 

W E marched thus all together, till we came to the 
city of Serendib, for it was in that Iflaod where 
I landed. The blacks prefented me to their king ; I 
approached his throne, and faluted him as 1 ufed to do 
the kings of the Indies ; that is to fay, I proRrated 
myfelf at his feet, and kitted the earth. The prince 
ordered me to rife up, received me with an obliging air, 
and made me come up, and fit down near him. He 
firft afked me my name, and I anfwered, They call 
me Sindbad the Jailor, becaufe of the many voyages I 
had undertaken, and that I was a citizen of Bagdad. 
But, replies he, how came you into my dominions, and 
from whence came you latt ? 

I concealed nothing from the king ; I told him all 
ihat I have now told you, and his majelly was fo fur- 
prized and charmed with it, that he commanded my ad¬ 
venture to be written in letters of gold, and laid up in 
the archives of his kingdom. At latt my float was 
brought in, and the bales opened in his prefence ; he 
admired the quantity of wood of aloes and ambergris* 
but, above all, the rubies and emeralds, for he had 
none in his treafury that came near them. 

Gbferving that he looked on my jewels wkhpleafure* 
and viewed the moft remarkable among them, one after 
another, I fell prottrate at his feet, and took the liberty 
to fay to him, bir, not only my perfon is at your ma-. 
jetty’s tervice, but the cargo of the float, and 1 would 
beg of you to difpofe of it as your own. ‘He anfwered 
me with a fmile, bindbad, I will take care not to covet 
any thing ofyour’s, nor to take any thing from you 
that God has given you ; far from lefTening your wealth* 
Idettgti to augment it, and will not let you go out of 
my dominions without marks of my liberality. All the 
anfwer 1 returned was prayers for the profperity of that 
prince, and commendations of his generofuy and bourn* 
* ty. He charged one of his officers to take care of me, 
and ordered people to ferve me at his own charge. 
The officer was very faithful in the execution of his or¬ 
ders, and made all the goods to be carried to the lodg¬ 
ings provided fur me. 

U i 


I went 
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I went every day at a fet hour to make my court to 
the king, and /pent the reft of my time in feeing the 
city, and what was mo ft worthy of my curiofity. 

The ifle of Serendib * is 
fituated juft under the equi¬ 
noctial line ; ib that the days 
and nights there are always of 
twelve hours each, and the 
ifland is eighty ( parafangues 
in length, and as many In 
breadth/ 

The capital city ftands in the 
end of a fine valley, termed by 
a mountain in the middle of the iftand, which is the 
higheft in the world* It is feen three days fail off at 
iea. There are rubies and feveral forts of minerals in 
it, and all the rocks for the moft part emerald, a metal¬ 
line ftone made ufe of to cut and fjnooth other precious 
ilones. There grow all forts of rare plants and trees, 
cfpeciaJJy cedars and cocoas* There is alfo a pearl-hik¬ 
ing in the mouth of its river ; and in fome of its val¬ 
leys there are found diamonds, I made, by way of 
devotion, a pilgrimage to the place whither Adam was 
confined after his bam fitment from paradife, and had 
the curiofity to go to the top of it; 

When I came back to the city, I prayed the king to 
allow me to return to my country, which he granted me 
in the moft obliging and moft honourable manner, fie 
would needs force a rich prefent upon me; and when 
I went to take my leave of him, he gave mt one much 
more confidcrable, and at the fame lime charged me 
with a letter for the commander of the faithful, our 
fovereign, faying to me, I pray you give this prefent 
from me, and this letter to caliph Haroun Alrafchid, 
and aiTure him of my friendftup, I took the prefent 
and letter in a very refpetfful manner, and promifed 
hh majefty punctually to execute the commiflion with 
which he was pieafed to honour me- Before I embarked, 
this prince lent to feekfor the captain and the merchants 
that were to go with me, and ordered them to treat me 
with all pofiiblc refpeft; 


* Geographers place 
it on this fide the line , 
in the firft climate # 

% ¥ he eafiern geo* 
graphers ?nak£ apa- 
rajangue longer than a 
French league* 


The 
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The letter from the king of ferendib was written on 
the fkm of a certain animal of great value, bccaule of 
its being fo Pearce, and of a yellowilh colour. I he cha¬ 
mbers of this letter were bf azure, and the contents thus; 

** The king of the Indies, before whom march ico 
ff eteph infs, who lives in a palace that fliines with 
tff l 00000 rubies,and whohas in his treafury 20000 
** crowns enriched with diamonds, to caliph Ha- 
tc roun Alrafclud. 

«* Tho* the prefent we fend yon be inconfiderable 
« receive it however as a brother and a friend, in con¬ 
i' fideradon of the hearty friendfhip which we bear for 
** yon, and of which we are willing to give you proof. 

* ■ We defire thefamepart in ydur friend ft ip, confidcr- 
*' ing that we believe it to be par merit, being of the 
cf fame dignity with yourfdf. We conjur^you th^s in 
■* quality of a Brother- Adieu.” 

The prefent confided in the fir ft place, of one fingle 
ruby made into a cup, about half a foot high, an inch 
thick, and filled with round pearls of half a dram each* 
2. Of the ifcin of a ferpent, whofe fcales were as large 
as an ordinary piece of gold, and had the virtue to pre¬ 
fer ve from ficknefs thofe who lay upon it. 3. In 50000 
drams of the beft wood of aloes, with 30 grains of 
camphire as big as piftachios. And 4. A fhe-ilave or 
ravifhing beauty, whofe apparel was all covered over 
with jewels • 

The ihip fetfail, and after a very long and fuccefsful 
navigation, welandedat Balfora, from thence X went 
to Bagdad, where the firft thing J did was to acquit my- 
felf of my commllfion, Scheherazade ftopt, bccaufe day 
appeared, and next night proceeded thus; 

The Eighty-eighth Night* 

I Took the king of Serendib’s letter, continues Sind- 
bad, and went to prefent myfelf at the gate of the 
commander of the faithful, followed by the beautiful 
flave, and fuch of my own family as carried the prefents. 
X gave an acdouut of the reafon of my coming, and was 
immediately conduced to the throne of the caliph. I 
made my reverence by probation, and, after a Short 
fpeech, gave him the letter and prefent, When he had 
M 4. read 
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read what the king of Serendib wrote to him, he afked 
me, if that prince were really fo rich and potent as he 
had faid in his letter r I proff rated myfelf a fecond time, 
and riling again, Commander of the faithful, fays I, 

J can afiure your majefty he doth not exceed the truth 
on that head, I am witnefs of it. There is nothing 
more capable of raiftng a man’s admiration, than the 
magnificence of his palace* When the prince appears 
in publick, he has a throne fixed on the back of an ele¬ 
phant, and marches betwixt two ranks of his minifters, 
favourites, and other people of his court ; Before him, 
upon the fame elephant, an officer carries a golden lance 
in his hand; and behind the throne there is another, 
who Bands upright, with a column of gold, on the top 
of which there is an emerald half a foot long, and an 
inch thick; before him there marches a guard of rooa 
men, dad in cloth of gold and filk, and mounted on 
elephants richly caparifoned. 

While the king is on his march, the officer, who li 
before him on the fame elephant, cries from time to 
time, with a loud voice. Behold the great monarch, the 
potent and redoubtable fultan of the Indies, whofe palace 
is covered with iooooo rubies, and who pofTefles 20000 
crowns of diamonds. Behold the crowned monarch 


* Solomon* 

-j- An ancient 


king 

ef a great if and of the 
fame name in the In¬ 
dies and *uery much 
famed among the Ara¬ 
bians for his power and 
*wifdGnn 


greater than the great Solima*, 
and the great Mihragef, Af¬ 
ter he had pronounced thofe 
words* the officer behind the 
throne cries in his turn. This 
monarch, fo great and fo pow¬ 
erful, mult die, muff die, muff 
die. And the officer before re¬ 
plies, Praife be to him who 
lives forever- 
Farther, the king of Serendib is fo juft, that there are 
no judges in his dominions* His people have no need 
of them. They underffand and obferve juffice exadly- 
of themfelves* 'The caliph was much pleafed with my 
difeouri'e. The wifdom of chat king, fays he, appears 
in his letter, and after what you tell me> I muff confeft, 
that his wifdom is worthy of his people, and his 
people defer ve fo wife a prince * Having fpoken thus 

he 
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he difcharged me, and fent me home with a rich pre~ 
fent. 

Sindbad left off fpeaklng, and his company retired, 
Hindbad having hr it received ioo fequins; and next 
day they returned to hear the relation of his fevcnth 
and laft voyage, as follows; 

The Seventh and lajl Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor* 

B Eing returned from my fixth Voyage, I abfolutely 
laid afide all my thoughts of travelling any farther* 
For, befides that my years did now require reft,-I was 
refolved no more to expofe myfelf to fuch rifk as I had 
ran. So that l thought of nothing but to pafs the reft of 
my days in quiet. One day as I was treating a pared of 
my friends, one of my fervants came, and told me. That 
an officer of the caliph’s afkcd for me. 1 role from the 
table, and went to him. The caliph, fays he, has fent 
me to tell you, that he mutt Jprak with you. I followed 
the officer to the palace, where being predated to the 
caliph, 1 fainted him by pro {hating myfdf at his feet* 
Sindbad, fays he to me, i ftand in need of you ; you 
muft do me the fervice to carry my anfwer and present 
to the king of Sereudib. It is but juft 1 fhould return 
his civility. 

This command of the caliph to me was like a clap of 
thunder. Commander of the faithful replied i, I am 
ready to do whatever your m jelly ffiall think fit to com¬ 
mand me; but i beieeeh you moft humbly to confider 
what I have-undergone. I have alfo made a vow nevei* 
to go out of Bagdad. Bence 1 took oteafibu to give 
him a large and particular account of all my adventures, 
which he had the patience to hear out. 

As foon as i had finilhed, I confefs, fays he, that the 
things you it\l me are very extraordinary, yet you muft 
for my fake undertake this voyage which I propofe to 
you. You have nothing to do but to go the ifte of 
Serendih, and deliver the com million which I give you* 
After that you are at liberty to return. But you muft 
go > for you know it would be Indecent, and not fuit- 
able to my dignity, to be indebted to the king of that 
iiland. Perceiving that the caliph infilled upon it, I 
M 5 fubmitted. 
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fubmkted, and told him that I was Willing to obey, He 
was very welt pleated at it, and ordered me 1000 te- 
qu ins for the charge of my journey, 

1 prepared for my departure in a few days* and as 
fuon as the caliph’s letter and prefent were delivered to 
me, I went to Balfora, where i embarked, and had a 
very happy voyage, I arrived at the ifle of Serendib, 
where i acquainted the lung’s min liters with my com- 
miffion, and prayed them to get me fpeedy audience* 
They did fo, and I was conducted to the palace in an 
honourable manner, where I fa!uted the king by prof- 
tration , according tocurtom. That prince knew me 
immediately* and teilihed very great joy to fee me, O 
Sindbad, fays he, you are welcome; Jfwear to you I 
have many times thought of you fince you went hence, I 
blefs the day upon which we tee one another once more* 
I made my compliment to him* and after having thanks 
ed him for his kindnefs to me, I delivered the caliph*s 
letter and preterit, which he received with ail imagina¬ 
ble fatisfadlion. 

The caliph’s prefen t was a com pi eat tet of cloth of 
gold* valued at iooo fetjuins. Fifty robes of rich fluff, 
^ a hundred others of white cloth, the finefl of Cairo, 

Suez, * Cufa and + Alexan* 
* A port cn the Red- dria, a royal crimfonbed, and 
a fecond of another falhion. A 
+ A f&wn A - vcifcl of agat, broader than 
tahia * deep of an inch thick, and 

half a foot wide, the bottom of 
which rep refen ted in bafs-relief, a man with one knee 
on the ground, who held a bow and an arrow, ready to 
let fly at a lion. He Jent him alfo a rich table, which, 
according to tradition, belonged to the great Solomon* 
The caliph’s letter was as follows : 

** Greeting in the name of the fove reign guide of the 
“ right way, to the potent and happy fultan, from 
Abdallah Haroun Alrafchid, whom God hathfet 
€t in the place of honour, after his anceftors of 
<f Jiappy memory. 

"We received your letter with joy, and fend you 
** this from the council of our port; the garden of 
" fuperior wits. We hope when you look upon it* 

> ' €€ y QU 
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you will find our good intention, and be pleafed 

** with it. Adieu.” , . _ 

The king of Serendib was mightily pleafed that the 
caliph a.nfwered his friendihip. A little time alter this 
audience, I folicited leave to depart, and obtained the 
fame with much difficulty, I got it however at lalt, and 
the king?when he difeharged me made me a very conn- 
derable prefent. 1 embarked immediately to return to 
Bagdad, but had not the good fortune to arrive there 
as I hoped, God ordered it otherwise. 

Three or four days after my departure, we were at¬ 
tacked by corfairs, who eafily feized upon ourlhip, be- 
caufe it was noveffel of force. Some of the crew of¬ 
fered refinance, which coft them their Jives, But for me 
and the reft, who were not io imprudent, the conaira 
faved us on purpofe to make fiaves of us, 

I 3 ay beginning to appear, Scheherazade was obliged 
to keep fiience, but next night refumed theftory thus.: 

Tki Eighty-ninth Night* 


S IR, fays fhe to the Sultan of the Indies, SindbaA 
continuing his ilory, told the company. We were all 
Gripped, and inftead of our own clothes, they gave us 
forty rags, and carried us into a remote illand, where 

they fold us. / 

I fell into the hands of a rich merchant, who, ns 
foon as he bought me, carried me to his houfe, treated 
me well, and clad me liandfomely for a fiave, ^ Some 
days after, not knowing who I was, he afitedme if I nn- 
derftcod any trade? I anfwered, that I was no mecha- 
nick, but a merchant, and that the corfairs, who fold me, 
jobbed me of all i Jiad. But tell me, replies he. Can you 
fhoot with a bow? I anfwered, That the bow was one of 
myexercifes in my youth, and I had not yet forgot it. 
Then he gave me a bow and arrows, and, taking me be¬ 
hind him upon an elephant, carried me to a vail foreft 
fome leagues from the town. We went a great way into 
the foreft, and when he thought fit to ftop, he bid me 
alight; thenjftiewing me a great tree. Climb up that 
tree, fays he, and (hoot at the elephants as you feef 
them pafs by, for there is a prodigious number of 
M 6 them 
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them in this fore ft, and if any of them fall, come and 
give me notice of it. Having fpoke thus, he left me 
. victuals, and returned to the town, and I continued 
upon the tree all night. 

I faw no elephant during that time* but next morn¬ 
ing, as foon as the fun was up, I favv a great number ; I 
fhotfeveral arrows among them, and at lafl one of the 
elephants fell, the reft retired immediately, and left me 
at liberty to go and acquaint my patron with my booty. 
When I had told him the news, he gave me a good meal, 
commended my dexterity, and careffed me mightily. We 
went a forwards -together to the fore ft, where we dug a 
hole for the elephant ; my patron defigning to return 
when it was rotten, and to take his teeth, &c, to trade 
with. 

I continued this game for two months, and killed an 
elephant every day, getting fometimes upon one tree, 
and fometimes upon another. One morning, as I look¬ 
ed for the elephants, i perceived with an extreme 
amazement, that, inftead of palling by me acrofs the 
foreft as ufual, they Hopped, and came to me with a 
horrible noife, in fuch a number that the earth was 
covered with them, and fhook under them. They in* 
compared the tree where I was with their trunks ex¬ 
tended, and their eyes all fixed upon me. At this 
frightful fpe£tade 1 continued immoveable, and was fo 
much frightened, that my bow and arrows fell out of 
my hand. 

My fears were not in vain ; for after the elephants had 
ftared upon me feme time, one of the largeft of them put 
his trunk round the foot of the tree, and pulled fo 
Itrong, that he plucked it up, and threw it on the ground; 
I fell with the tree, and the elephant taking me up with 
his trunk, laid me on his back, where I fat more like one 
dead than alive, with my quiver on my flioulder: He 
put himfelf afterwards at the head of the reft, who fol¬ 
lowed him in troops, and carried me to a place where he 
laid me down on the ground, and retired with all hi s com- 

? anions. Conceive, if you can, the condition I was in: 

thought myfelf to be in a dream ; at laft, after having 
lainfome time, and feeing the elephants gone, I got up, 
and found I was upon along and broad hill, covered all 

over 
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Over with the bones and teeth of elephants, I confefsto 
you, that this object fumifiied me with abundance of re¬ 
flexions. I admired the inftinft of thofe animals; I 
doubted not but that was their burying-place, and that 
they carried me thither on purpofeto tell me that I fhould 
forbear to perfeeute them, ftnce 1 did it only for their 
teeth, I did not ftay on the hill, but turned towards the 
city, and, after having travelled a day and a night, l 
came to my patron ; I met no elephant in my way, 
which made me think they had retired farther into the 
fore ft, to leave me at liberty, to come back to the hill 
without any obftacle. 

As foon as my. patron favv me ; Ah, poor Sindbad, 
fays he, I was in great trouble to know what was 
become of you. I have been at the foreft, where I 
found a tree newly pulled up, and a bow and arrows 
on the ground, and after having fought for you in vain, 
I defpaired of ever feeing you more. Pray tell me 
what befel you, and by what good hap thou art ftill 
alive. I fatished his cpriolity, and going both of us 
next morning to the hill, he found to his great joy that 
what I had told him was true* We loaded the elephant 
upon which we came, with as many teeth as he could 
carry and when we were returned, Brother, fays my 
patron, for I will treat you no more as my Have, after 
having made fuch a difeovery as will enrich me, God 
blefs you with all happinefs and profperity. I declare 
before him, that! give you your liberty. I concealed 
from you what I am now going to tell you* 

The elephants of our foreft have every year killed 
us a great many ftaves, whom we fent to feek ivory. For 
all the cautions we could give them, thofe crafty ani¬ 
mals killed them one time or other, God has de¬ 
livered you from their fury, and has bellowed that 
favour upon you only. It is a fign that he loves you, 
and has ufe lor your fervice in the world. You have 
procured me incredible gain. We could not have ivory 
formerly, but by ex poling the lives of our ftaves , and 
now our whole city is enriched by your means, DonT 
think I pretend to have rewarded you by giving yon 

J our liberty, I will alfo give, you confiderable rrches. 
could engage all our city to contribute towards 
6 making 
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making yonr fortune, but 1 will have the glory of th¬ 
ing it myftlf* 

To this obliging difcourfe I replied, Patron, God 
preferve you. Your giving me my liberty is enough 
to tlifcharge what you owe me, and I defire nootherre¬ 
ward for the fervice I had the good fortune to do to 
you and your city, but leave to return to my own coun^ 
try. Very well, fays he, the 
# A regular moindthat Macon* will in a little time 
comesfix months from the bring fhips for ivory* I will 
eaftt and as many from fend you home then, and give 
the weft* you wherewith to bear your 

charges. I thanked him again 
for my liberty, and his good intentions towards me.- I 
ilaid with him expelling the Mocon ; and during that 
time, we madefo many jour nies to the hill, that we filled 
all our warehoufes with ivory. The other merchants, 
who traded in it did the fame thing, for it could not be 
long concealed from them. 

At thefe words Scheherazade, perceiving day, broke 
off, but refumed the ffory next night. 

*The Ninetieth Night. 

S I R, fays fhe to the Sultan of the Indies, Sindbad 
went on with the relation of his feventh voyage 
thus: 

The fhips arrived at laft, and my patron, himfelf 
having made choice of the Jhip wherein I was to em¬ 
bark, he loaded half of it with ivory on my account, he 
laid in provifions in abundance for my paftage, and be-* 
fides obliged me to accept a prefentof the curlofities of 
the country of great value* After I had returned him a 
thoufand thanks for all his favours, I went aboard. We 
fet fail, and as the adventure, which procured me this 
liberty, was very extraordinary, Ihad it continually in, 
my thoughts* 

We ftopt at fomc i(lands to take in frefti provilions : 
our vefTel being come to a port on the Terra Firma in 
the Indies, who touched there, and not being willing to 
venture by fea to Balfoia, I landed my proportion of 
the ivory, rcfolviug to proceed oil my journey by land* 

I made 
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I made vaftfums of my ivory, I bought feveral rarities, 
which I intended for prefects, and when my equipage 
was got ready* I fet out in company of a large caravan 
of merchants, Ja long time on the.way, and 
fuffered very much, but endured all with patience* when 
I considered that I had nothing to fear from the Teas, 
from pirates* from ferpems, nor of the other perils £ 
had undergone. 

All theie fatigues ended at Iaft, and I came fafe to 
Bagdad- 1 went immediately to wait upon the caliph, 
and gave him an account of my embaffy. That prince 
told Hie* he had been uneafy, by reafon 1 was fo long a re¬ 
turning, but that he always hoped God would prei'erve 
me, When I told him the adventure of the elephants, 
he feemed to be much fur prized at it, and would never 
have given any credit to it had he not known ray fm- 
cecity. He reckoned this dory, and the other relations 
I had given him* to be fo curious* that he ordered one 
of his iecretaries to write them in characters of gold, and 
lay them up in his treasury. I retired very well fatisfied 
with the honours I received, and the prefents which he 
gave me ^ and after that I gave myfelf up wholly to my 
family, kindred* and friends, 

Sindbad here fun (bed the relation of his feventh and 
laft voyage, and then addrefiing himfelf to Hindbad, 
Well, friend, fays he, did you ever hear of any perfon 
that fuffered fo much as I have done, or of any mortal 
that has gone through fo many perplexities f Is it not 
reafonable that, after all this, Ifhould enjoy a quiet and 
pleafant life? As he faid this, Hindbad drew near to 
him, and killing his hand, faid, I mud acknowledge* 
Sir, that you have gone through terrible dangers, my 
troubles are not comparable to your* s: if they afftift me 
for a time, I comfort myfelf with the thoughts of the 
profit I get by them. You not only deferve a quie*; 
life, but are worthy befides of ail the riches you enjoy, 
becaufe you make fuch a good and generous ufe of 
them* May you therefore continue to live in happinefs 
and joy till the day of your death* Sindbad gave him 
too fequins more, received him into the number of his 
friends, and defiredhim to quit his porter’s employment, 
and come and dine every day with him, that he might 
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all his days hare reafon to remember Sindbad the 
fail or. 

Scheherazade, perceiving it was not yet day, conti¬ 
nued her dlfcourfe, and began another ftory* 

The Three Apples* 

S I R, faid (he, I have already had the honour to en¬ 
tertain your majefty with a ramble, which the ca¬ 
liph Ha roan Alrafchid made one night from his palace; 
I mu ft give you an account of one more. 

This prince one day commanded the grand vizier 
Giafar, to come to his palace the night following* 
Vizier, faid he, 1 will take a walk round the town, to 
inform myfelf what people fay, and particularly how 
they are pleafed with my officers of juftice* If there 
be any againft whom they have reafon of juft complaint, 
we will turn them out, and put others in their ftead, 
that fhall officiate better- If, on the contrary, there 
be any that have gained their appfaufe, we will have 
that efteem for them which they deferve. The grand 
vizier being come to the paiace at the hour appointed, 
the caliph, he, and Mefrour the chief of the eunuchs, 
difguifed themfelves fo as they could not be known, and 
went out all three together. 

They palled through feveral places, and by feverai 
markets : And as thev entered a fmstll ftreet, they per¬ 
ceived by the light of the moon, a tall man, with a 
white beard, that Carried nets on his head, and a club 
in his hand. The old man, fays the caliph, does not 
feem to be rich, let us go to him and enquire into his 
circuit! ft antes* Honeft man, faid the vizier, who art 
thou? The old man replied. Sir, lama filher, but one 
of the pooreft and molt miferable of the trade ; I went 
from my houle about noon to go a ftfhing, and from 
that time to this I have not been able to catch one hfh ; 
and at the lame .time l have a wife and fmall children, 
and nothing to maintain them* 

The caliph, moved with companion, fays to the 
fifherman, Baft thou the courage to go back and call 
thy nets once more ? We will give thee a hundred 
fequins for what thou fhalt bring up. At this pro* 
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pofal, the fi(hernaan, forgetting all his day’s toil, took 
the caliph at his word; and, with him, Oiatar and 
Mefrour returned to the Tygris ; he faying to him (elf, 
Thel'e gentlemen feem to be too hone ft and reaionabte 
not to reward my pains; and if they gwe me the 
hundredth part of what they promife me, it will be a 

^ They came to the bank of the river, and the f.fher- ^ 
man throwing in his net, when he drew it again, brought 
up a trunk, dole (hat, and very heavy. The caliph 
made the grand vizier pay him ico fequms immediately* 
and fern him away. Mcirour, by his matters or^er, 
carried the trunk on hislhoulder* and the caliph was 
fo very eager to know what was in it* that he returned 
to the palace with all fpeed. When the trunk was 
opened* they found in it a large bafket made of palm- 
leaves* Ihut up* and the covering of it fewed with 
red thread. To fatisfy the caliph's Impatience* they 
would not take time to unrip it* but cut the thread 
with a knife* and they took out of the baiket a bundle 
wrapt up in a ferry piece of hanging* and bound 
about with a rope; which being untied, and the bun¬ 
dle opened, they found, to their great amazement* the 
corpfe of a young lady, whiter than fnovv, all cut In 

pieces. „ ^ . , 

Scheherazade ilopt here, becaufe Ihe faw it was day, 
and next night continued it thus : 

*fbc Nhiety-frft Night . 

S IR, your majefty may Imagine a great deal better 
than I am able to exprefs it, the aftomfhmenc of the 
caliph at this dreadful fpeflacle : Hislurprlze was in- 
Handy changed into palfion, and darting an angry 
look at the vizier* Ah l thou wretch, faid he, is thia 
your infpetlion into the actions of my people / Do they 
commit fucli impious murders under thy miniftry in my 
capital city, and throw my fubje£h into the Tygris, 
that they may cry for vengeance again ft me at the day 
of judgment ? If thou doft not Speedily revenge the 
murder of this woman, by the death of her mur¬ 
derer, I fwear by heaven, that I will caufe thee to 
be hanged, and forty more of thy kindred, Comman¬ 
der 
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der of the faithful, replied the grand vizier, I beg your 
raajefty to grant me time to make enquiry* I will allow 
thee no more, faid the caliph, than three days $ there* 
fore thou mu ft look to it* 

The vizier Giafar went home in great con fu lion of 
mind. Alas 1 faid he, how is it poffible that in fuch 
a vaft and populous city as Bagdad, I ffiould be able 
to detect a murderer, who undoubtedly committed the 
crime without witnefs, and perhaps may be already 
gone from hence? Any other but I would take Come 
wretched perfon out of prifon, and caufe him to die, 
to fatisfy the caliph; but I will not burden my con¬ 
ference with fuch a barbarous action, I will rather die 
than fave my life at that rate. 

He ordered the officers of the police and jullice to 
make ftridt fearch for the criminal; they lent their 
fervants about, and they the mfe Ives were not idle, for 
they were no lefs concerned in this matter than the 
vizier. But all their endeavours turned to nothing, what 
pains foever they took they could not find out the mur¬ 
derer ; fo that the vizier concluded his life to be gone, 
unlefs fome remarkable providence hindered it* 

The third day being come, an officer came to thif 
unfortunate mmifter, with a fummons to follow him, 
which the vizier obeyed. The caliph afked him for 
the murderer. He anfwered with tears in his eyes. 
Commander of the faithful, I have not found any per¬ 
fon that could gi ve me the leafi account of him. The 
caliph, full offuryand rage, gave him many reproach¬ 
ful words, and ordered that 
* The Rermecirfes ^were he and forty Bermecides * 
a family come,out of Per- more fhould be hanged up at 
Jia> and of them the the gate of the palace* 
grand vizierwat defend- In the mean while, the 

id» gibbets were preparing, and 

orders were fentto feize fortjr 
Bermecides mote in their houfes; a publick crier was 
feat about the city to cry thus, by the caliph’s order, 
Thofe who have a defire to fee the grand vizier Giafar 
hanged, and forty more Bermicides of his kindred, let 
them come to the fquare before the palace* 

When all things were ready, the criminal judge, and 

a great 
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a great many officers belonging to the palace brought 
out the grand vizier with the forty Bermecides, and 
fet each of them at the foot of the gibbet designed for 
them, and a rope was put about each of their necks P 
The multitude of people that filled the fquare, could 
not without grief and tears behold this tragical fight ; 
for the grand vizier and the Bermeeldes were loved and 
honoured on account of their probity , bounty, and 
impartiality, not only in Bagdad, but through all the 
dominions of the caliph. 

Nothing coaid prevent the execution of this prince’s 
too fevere and irrevocable fentence, and the lives of 
the honefteft people in the city were jult going to be 
taken away, when a young man ofhandfome mein, and 
good apparel, prefled through the croud till he came 
where the grand vizier was, and after he killed his 
hand, faid, Mod excellent vizier, chief of the emirs of 
this court, and comforter of the poor j you are not 
guiltyof the crime for which you Hand here. With¬ 
draw, and let me expiate the death of the lady that 
was thrown into the Tygris, J Tis X who murdered her* 
and I deferve to be punilhed for it, 

Tho’ thofc words occafioned great joy to the vizier, 
yet he could not but pity the young man, in whofe 
look he faw fomething that indead of being ominous, 
was engaging: But as he was about toanfv/er him, a 
tall man pretty well in years, who had like wife forced 
his way through the croud, came up to him, faying. Sir, 
do not believe what this young man tells you, I killed 
that lady who was found In the crunk, and this punifti- 
ment ought only to fall upon me* I conjure you in 
the name of God, not to punifh the innocent for the 
guilty* Sir, fays the young man to die vizier, I do 
protcll that I am he who committed this vile a£t, and 
nobody elfe had any hand in it* My fan, faid the 
old man, 3 tis dcfpair that brought you hither, and you 
would anticipate your deiliny. I have lived a long 
while in the world, and ’tis time for me to be gone ; 
let me therefore facrifice my life for year’s. Sir, faid he 
again to the vizier, I tell you once more I am the mur¬ 
derer, let me die without any more ado. 

The controverfy between the old man and the young 
, one 
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one* obliged the grand vizier Giafar to carry them both 
before the caliph, which the judge criminal confented 
to, being very glad to ferve the vizier. When he came 
before the prince, he kitted the ground feven times, 
and fpake alter this manner: Commander of the faith¬ 
ful, I have brought here before your majefty this old 
man and this young man, who both confefs ihenvfelves 
to be the foie murderers of the lady. Then the caliph 
afked the criminals which of them it was that fo cruelly 
murdered the lady, and threw her into the Tygris t 
The young man allured him it was he, but the old man 
maintained the contrary. Go, fays the caliph to the 
grand vizier, and caufe them both to be hanged, Bm, 
Sir, fays the vizier if only one of them be guilty, it 
would be unjufi to take the lives of both* At thefe 
words the young man fpoke again, I fwear by the great 
God, who has raifed the heavens fo high as they be, 
that I am the man who killed the lady, cut her in quar¬ 
ters and threw her into the Tygris about four days ago, 
I renounce my part of happinefs amongil the juft at the 
day of judgement, if what I fay be not truth; therefore 
I am he that ought to fufFer* The caliph being furpriz- 
ed at this oath, believed him ; efpecially fmee the old 
man made no anfvver to this. Whereupon, turning to 
the young man. Thou wretch, faid he, what was it 
that made thee commit that deteftable crime, and what 
is it that moves thee to offer thyfelf voluntarily to die ? 
Commander of the faithful, faid he, if all that has 
paft between that lady and me were fee down ih writing, 
it would be a hiftory that might be very ufeful for 
other men, J command thee then 10 relate it, faid the 
caliph. The young man obeyed, and began. His 
hiilory was thus: 

Scheherazade would have gone on, but ihe was 
obliged to defer it to the night following* 

r The Ninety-ficond Night* 

* 

S Chahriar prevented the Sultanefs, and def:red to 
know what the young man’s fpeech was to Haroim 
Airafchld. Sir, faid Scheherazade, the words he fpeke 
were thefe: 
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flory of the Lady that auas murthered, and of the 
young Man her Hujband* 

C Ommander of the faithful, your majefiy may bo 
pleafed to know, that this murdered lady was my 
wife, the daughter of this old man you fee here, who 
is my own uncle by the father’s fide* She was not 
above twelve years old when he gave her to me, and it 
is now eleven years ago* I have three children by her, 
all boys, yet alive, and I mu ft do her that juftice to 
fay, that the never gave me the leaft ©cealion for offence; 
|he was chafte, of good behaviour, and made it her 
whole bufinefs to pleafe me. And for my part I loved 
her entirely, and rather prevented her in granting any 
thing fne defired, than oppofed it* 

About two months ago (he fell fick; I took all 
imaginable care of her, and fpared nothing that could 
procure her a fpeedy recovery; After a month Ihe 
began to grow better, and had a mind to go to the 
bagnio. Before (he went out of the houfe, Coufin, faid 
0 ie {for fo (he ufed to call me out of familiarity) I long 
for fome apples, if you would get me any, you would 
pleafe me extremely. I have longed for them a great 
while, and I muff own ’(is come to that height, that 
if 1 be not fatisfied very foon, I fear fome misfortune 
will befal me. With all my heart, faid I, I will do 
all that’s in my power to make you eafy* 

I went immediately round all the markets and (hops 
in the town to feek for apples, but I could not get 
one, though I offered to pay a fequin a*piece, I re¬ 
turned home very much diffatisfied at my difappoint- 
ment ; and for my wife, when (he returned from the 
bagnio, and few no apples, fhe became fo very uneafy* 
that Hie could not deep all night; 1 got up betimes in 
the morning, and tvent through all the gardens, but 
had no better fuccefs than the day before; only L hap¬ 
pened to meet an old gardener, who told me, that all my 
pains would figni fy nothing, for I could not expeft to 
find apples any where but in your majefty’s garden at 
Ealfora, As I loved my wife pafllonately, and would 
not have any thing of neglefr to fadsfy her chargeable 
upon me, I put myfelf in i traveller*® habit, and after 

I had 
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I had told her my defign, I went to Balfora, and made 
my journey with Co great diligence, that I returned at 
the end of fifteen days, with three apples, which coil 
me a fequin a-piece ; there were no more left in the 
garden, Co that the gardener would let me have them 
no cheaper. As foon as I came home, I prefen ted them 
to my wife, but her longing was over, fo fhe fatisied 
herfelf with receiving them, and laid them down by 
her. In the mean time fhe continued fickly, and I 
knew not what remedy to get for her. 

Some few days after I returned from my journey, I was 
fitting in my fhop in the publick place where all forts 
of fine Huffs are fold, and faw an ugly, tall, black 
Have, come In with an apple in his hand, which t 
knew to be one of thofe I had brought from Balfora, 
I had no reafon to doubt it, becaufe I was certain there 
was not one to be had in all Bagdad, nor in any of 
the gardens about it- I called to him, and faid. Good 
fiave, pr'ythee tell me where thou hadft this apple? 
’Tis a prefent (faid he, fmiling) from my miilrefs, J 
was to fee her to-day, and found her out of order. I 
faw three apples lying by her, and afked her where fhe 
had them. She told me. The good man, her huf- 
band, had made a fortnight^ journey on purpofe for 
them, and brought them her. We had a collation to¬ 
gether ; and, when I took my leave of her, I brought 
away this apple that you fee. 

This difeourfe put me out, of my fenfes; I rofe, fhut 
up my fhop, ran home with all fpeed, and going to my 
wife’s chamber, looked immediately for the apples, 
and feeing only a couple, afked what was become of 
the third. Then my wife, turning her head to the 
place where the apples lay, and perceiving there were 
but two, anfwered me coldly, Coufm, I know not 
what is become of it. At this anfwer I did verily 
believe what the have told me to be true ; and the 
fame time, giving myfdf up to madnefs and jealoufy, 
I drew my knife from iny girdle, and thrufi it into 
the unfortunate creature's throat. I afterwards cut off 
her head, and divided her body into four quarters, 
which I packed up In a bundle, and hiding H in a 
balket, fewed it up with a thread of red yarn, put all 

together 
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together in a trunk, and when night came, I carried it on 
my Ihoulder down to the Tygris, where I funk it* 

The two youngeft of my children were already pnC 
to bed and afleep* the third was gone abroad ; but at 
my return, I found him fitting by my gate* weeping 
very fore, I afked him the reakm ; Father* faid he* I 
took, this morning from my mother without her know¬ 
ledge* one of thofe three apples you brought her, 
and I kept it a long while; but* as I was playing 
feme time ago with my Ittde brother in the ftreet* a tall 
Have that went by* fnatched it out of my hands* and 
carried it with him, I ran after him* demanding it 
back, and befides cold him* that it belonged to my 
mother* who was fick; and that you had made a fort¬ 
night’s journey to fetch it; but all to no purpofe, he 
would not reftore it. And’ whereas I fill followed him, 
crying out; he turned and beat me* and then ran away 
as fall as ever he could from one lane to another* till 
at length I loft light of him. 1 have fmee been walking 
without the town, expefting your return* to pray you, 
dear father* not to tell my mother of it, left it Ihould 
make her worfe. And when he had faid thofe words h@ 
fell a weeping again more bitterly than before* 

My fon’s difeourfe afflitted me beyond all meafure, I 
then found myfelf guilty of an enormous crime* and 
repented too lace of having fo eahly believed the ca¬ 
lumnies of a wretched Have* who, from what he had 
learnt of my fon* invented that fatal lye. 

My uncle here prefent* came juft at the time to fee 
his daughter, but inflead of finding her alive* under- 
Hood from me that fhe was dead* for X did conceal no¬ 
thing from him ; and* without Haying for his cenfure, 
declared myfelf the greateft criminal in the world. 
Upon this* in Head of reproaching me* he joined his 
tears with mine* and we wept three days together with¬ 
out in term i HI on, he for the iofs of a daugher whom he 
always loved tenderly ; and I for the iofs of a dear 
wife* of whom I had deprived myfelf after fo cruel a 
manner* by giving too eafy credit to the report of a 
lying Have. 

This, Commander of the faithfod* is the fincere 
confeifion your majefty commanded from me* You 

have 
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have heard now all the circumftances of my crime, and 
I moft humbly beg of you to order the punifhment due 
for it ; how fevere foever it may be, I Ihall not in the 
lead complain, but cfteem it too eafy and gentle, 

Scheherazade perceiving day, left oif fpeaking; but 
next night purftied her difcourfc thus : 

The Ninety-third Night* 

S IR, faid flie, the caliph was very much aftoniftied 
at the young man's relation, But this juft prince, 
finding he was rather to be pitted than condemned, 
began to fpeak in his favour : This young man’s crime, 
faid he, is pardonable before God, and excufable 
with men. The wicked Have is the foie caufe of this 
murder ; it is he alone that muft be punifhed : where¬ 
fore, faid he, looking upon the grand vizier, I give 
you three days time to find him out; if you do not 
bring him within that fpace, you lhall die in his Head. 
The unfortunate Giafar, who thought himfelf now out 
of danger, was terribly perplexed at this new order of 
the caliph ; but as he durft not return any anfwer to 
this prince, whofe hafty temper he knew too well, he 
departed from his prefence, and retired to his houfe 
with tears in his eyes, perfuading himfelf he had but 
three days to live; for he was fo fully perfuaded that 
he fhould not find the Have, that he made not the leaft 
enquiry about him. Is it pofiible, faid he, chat in fuch 
a city as Bagdad, where there is an infinite number of 
negro Haves, 1 fhould be able to find him out that is 
guilty? So that unlefs God be pleafed to bring it about* 
as he hath already detected the murderer, nothing can 
fave my life. 

He fpent the two firft days in mourning with his 
family, who fat round him weeping and complaining 
of the caliph’s cruelty. The third day being come, 
he prepared himfelf to die with courage, as an hone ft 
minifter, and one that had nothing to trouble his con- 
feieuee ; he foot for notaries and witneffes, who figned 
the lali will he made in their prefence. After which he 
took leave of his wife and children, and bid them the 
Inft farewd. All his family were drowned in tears, fi> 
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tbit there never was a more forrowful fpeflacle* At 
laft the meflengcr came from the caliph to tel! him that 
he was out of all patience, having heard nothing from 
him, nor concerning the negro ilave, which he had 
commanded him to fearch for; I am therefore ordered, 
faid he, to bring you before his throne. The afflicted 
vizier made ready to follow the mefienger; but as he 
was going out, they brought him his youngeft daughter* 
about five or fix years of age# The nurfes that attend¬ 
ed her, prefented her to her father to receive his laft 
blefling. 

Ashe had a particular love for that child, he prayed 
the meflenger to give him leave to flop for a moment, 
and taking his daughter in Ids arms, he hided her feveral 
times: as he kitted her, he per¬ 
ceived fhe had-feme what in her 
bofom that looked bulky, and 
had a fweet feent* My dear lit¬ 
tle one, laid he, what haft.thou 
in thy bofom ? My dear father, 
faid the, 'tis an apple, upon 
which is written the name of 
our lord and matter the caliph j 
our flave * Rihan fold it me for 
two fequins* 

At thefe words Apple and Slave, fhe grand vizier cri¬ 
ed out with furprize, intermixed with joy, and putting 
his hand into the child’s bofom, pulled out the apple. 
He caufedthe Have, who was not far off, to be brought 
immediately, and when he came, Rafcal, faid he, where 
Jhadtt thou this apple ? My lon\ fold the Have, I fwear 
to you that I neither Hole it in your houfe, nor out of 
the commander of the faithful’s garden; but t'other 
day, as f was going along a ftreet, where three or fouc 
fmail children were at play, one of them having it in 
his hand, I fnatched it from him, and carried it away. 
The child ran after me, telling me it was none of hi* 
own , but belonged to his mother, who was fick; and 
that his father, to fave her longing, had made a long 
journey, and brought home three apples, whereof tin* 
was one, which he had taken from his mother without 
her knowledge. He fold what he could to make me 

Voii, I* HI £ivc 
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give It him back, but I would not ; and fo brought it 
home, and ibid it for two fequins to the little lady, 
your daughter; and this is the whole" truth of the 
matter. 

Giafar could not enough admire how the roguery of 
a fkve had been the eaufe of an innocent woman's 
death; and altnoft of his own. He carried the Have 
along with him, and when he came before the caliph, 
he gave that prince art exadt account of all that the 
Have had told him, and the chance that had brought him 
to the difcovery of his crime. 

Never was any furprize fo great as that of the caliph, 
yet he could not prevent himfelf from falling into ex- 
cteiive Hts of laughter. At laft he recovered himfelf, 
and with a fieri, oils mein told the vizier. That fince his 
Have had been theoccallon of a firange accident, he de- 
ferved an exemplary punifhment+ Sir, I mufl own it, 
faid the vizier, but his guilt is not irretmflible ; I re* 
member a itrange ftory of a 
* Nourreddln figni - vizier of Cairo, called * Ncur- 
jics in Arabic k the jcddin Ali, and + Bcdreddin 
light of religion* Hafian of Balfora, and 'fince 

f AndBefireddinthe your majefty delights to bear 
full moon of religion* luch things, lam ready to tell 
it, upon condition that if your 
majefty finds it more aftonifhing than that which gives 
me oecafion to tell it, you will be pJeafed to pardon my 
Have. lam content, laid the caliph ; but you under¬ 
take a hard taik, for I do not believe you can fave your 
Have, the ftory of the apples being very fingular. Upon 
this, Giafar began his ilory thus : 

The Story of Neumddin Alt y and Bcdreddin Hajfan* 

C Ommander of the faithful, there was m form#r 
days a fultoji of Egypt, a ftri£t obferver of juftice, 
gracious, merciful, and liberal, and his valour made him 
terrible to his neighbours. He loved the poor, and 
protected the learned, whom he advanced tothehigheft 
dignities. This fait an had a vmer, who was prudent, 
wife, fagacious, and well verfed in other fctences. This 
tniniiler had twofonsj very handlorae men, and who in 

every 
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every thing followed his own footfteps* The e lie ft 
was called Schemleddin # Mo* 

hammed, and the younger Naur- # That is tofay^tht 
redd in All, The ia.ll efpecially fun of religion* 
was endowed with all the good 
qualities that any man could have* 

The vizier their father being dead, thefoltan fent foe 
them, and afeet he had caufed them both .10 put on the 
tifual robes of a vizier; I am as ferry, fays he, for the 
lofs of your father as you yourfeives; and hecaufe I 
know you live together, and love one another entirely, 

1 will bedew his dignity upon you conjunflly, Go, and 
imitate your father’s conduct. 

The two new viziers humbly thanked the fultan, and 
went home to their houfe, to make due preparation for 
their father’s interment. They did not go abroad for 
a month, and then went to court, where they appeared 
continually on counciLdays; when the fultan went out 
a hunting, one of the brothers went along with him, 
and this honour they had by turns# One evening as they 
were talking after fupper, the next day being the elder 
brother’s turn to go a hunting with the fultan, he faid 
to his younger brother. Since neither of us is yet mar- 
Tied, and that we Jive fo lovingly together, a thought 
is'come into my head 1 Let us both marry in one day, 
and let us choofe two filters out of feme family that may 
foit our quality: What do you think of this fancy ? 

1 mu ft tell yoir, brother, anfwered No.rreddin AJi, that- 
J tis very fuitable to our friendfoip ; there cannot be a 
better thought; for my part, 1 am ready to agree to any 
thing you mould think fit. But hold, this is not all, fays 
Schemfeddin Mohammed ; my fancy carries me farther* 
Suppofe both our wives foodcf conceive the firll night 
of our marriage, and foould happen to be brought to 
1 bed on one day, your’s of a fon, and mine of a daugh¬ 
ter, we will give them to one another in marriage, whett 
they come to age. Nay, fays Noinreddin All aloud, I 
mnil acknowledge that this profped is admirable ; fuch 
a marriage will perfect our union, and \ willingly con- 
fent toil* But than brother, fays he farther, if this 
marriage Ihould happen, would you expe& that my 
fon foould fojtle a jointure on your daughter ? There’s 
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no difficulty in that replied the other; for I am per* 
fuaded, that he fide s the ufual articles of the marriage 
contract, you wfll not fail to pramife, in his name at 
Jeaft, three thoufand fequins, three good manors, and 
three flaves. No# faid the younger, I will not confent 
to that; are we not brethen, and equal in title and 
dignity ? Don’t you and I both know what’s juft l The 
male being nobler than the female, it is your part to 
give a large dowry with your daughter. By what I pea** 
.ceive, you are a man that would have your bufmefs done 
i3t another man’s charge, 

^ Although Notirreddin Ali fpokc thefe words in jeft# 
Ills brother being of an ill temper, was offended at it, 
and falling into a paffion : A mifehief upon your fon, 
faid he, fmee you prefer him before my daughter: l 
wonder you had fomuck confidence, as to believe him 
worthy of Jwsr , you mu ft needs have loft your judg¬ 
ment to think you are my equal, and fay we are 
colleagues ; J would have you to know, you fool, that 
iince you are fu impudent, I would not marry my daugh¬ 
ter to your fon, though you would give him more than 
you are worth, This plea fan t quarrel between two 
brothers about the marriage of their childeo before 
they were born, went fo far, that Schemfeddm Mo* 
hammed concluded with threatening; Were I not to¬ 
morrow, fays he, to attend the fulun, I would treat 
you according as you deferve.; but at my return, I 
ftiall make yen feniible that it does not become a 
younger brother to fpeak fo infolently to his elder 
.brother, as you have done to me* Upon this, he 
retired to his -apartment, and his brother went to 
bed. 

Schemfeddln Mohammed rofe very early next morn¬ 
ing, and goes to the palace, to attend the fukan, who 
went to hunt about Cairo near the pyramids. As for 
Nourreddin AH, he was very uneafy all the night# and 
confidering that it would not be poffible for him to 
live longer with a brother, who treated him with fo 
much haughtlnefs, he provided a good mule, furnifhed 
himfelf with money, jewels, proviftons, and victuals, 
and having told his people, that he was going on a pri¬ 
vate journey for two or three days, he departed. 

When 
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When-he was out of Cairo, he rode by the defert 
towards Arabia; but his mule happening to tire by 
the way, he was forced to continue his journey on foot. 

A courier that was going to Balfora, by good fortune 
overtaking him, took him up behind him. As foon as 
the courier came to Balfosa, Nourreddin All alighted*,, 
and returned him thanks for his khidnefs: Ashe went 
about to feek far a lodging, he faw a perfon of quality 
with a great ret hue coming along, to whom all the 
people mewed a mighty refpeft, and flood Ml till he 
paft by, and Nomreddin Ali ftopt among the reft. Thfa 
was the grand vizier to the fahan of Baiiora, who walk¬ 
ed thro’ the city to fee that the inhabitants kept good 
order and difeipline. 

This mini tier catling his eye by chance on Nourredditv 
Ali, ftiund fomething extraordinary in hisafpeft, looked 
Yery attentively upon him, and as 1m came near him, 
and faw him in a traveller's habit, he Hood Jtfll, alked 
him who he was, and from whence he came ( Sir, faid 
Nourreddin Ali, I am an Egyptian, born at Cairo, and 
have left my country, brtauie of the unkindnefs of a 
near relation, and am refolved to travel thro* the world, 
and rather to die than return home again. The grand 
vizier, who was a rtverend old gentleman, after hear¬ 
ing thofe words, fays to him. Son, beware, don't purfue 
your deiign, there is nothing but mifary in the world ; 
you are not fenfible of the hardships you msift endure ; ' 
come follow me, I may perhaps make you forget thi 
tiling that has forced you to leave your own country. 

Nourreddin Ali followed the grand vizier, who foon- 
perceived his good qualities, and ftN fo much in Jove 
with him, that one day he fays to him in private, My 
fon, I am, as yo.i fee fa far gone in years, that there is 
no likelihood 1 fhalJ live much longer. Heaven ha^ 
bellowed only one daughter upon me, who is as beau¬ 
tiful as you are hatfdlome, and now fit for marriage- 
Several people of the greated quality at this court have 
dehred her tor their fans, but i could not grant their 
reqaeit. 1 have a love far you-, and think you fa wor¬ 
thy to be received into my family, that, preferring you 
before all thole that have fought her, I an, ready to 
accept you fotmy Con-in-law, If you like the propo- 
W 5 lal. 
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fal, I will acquaint the fultan my mailer that I have 
adopted you by this marriage, and I will pray him to 
grant you thereverfion of my dignity of grand vizier in 
the kingdom of Bailors, In the mean time nothing 
being more requiiite for me, than eafe in my old age, I 
will not only put you In pofleffion of my eft ate ; but 
leave the ad numeration of publick affairs to your 
management. 

When the grand vizier had made an end of this kind 
and generous propofai, Nourreddin Ali fell at his feet, 
and expreffing himfelf in terms that dcmonllrated his 
joy and gratitude, told the vizier, that he was at hii 
command in every thing. Upon this the vizier fent for 
his chief domeliicks, ordered them to furnilh the great 
hall of his palace, and prepare a great feaft ; he after¬ 
wards lent 10 invite the nobility of the court and city, 
to honour him with their company ; andwhen they were 
all met (Noureddin Ali having now told him who he 
ivas) he laid tothofe lords, for he thought it proper to 
fpeak thus, on purpofe to fatisfy fuch of them to whom 
he had refufed his alliance ; I am now, my lords, to 
d it cover a thing to you, which hitherto l have kept 
fecret, I have a brother, who is grand vizier to thqt 
fukan of Egypt, as I am to the fulran of this kingdom. 
This brother has but one fon, whom lie would not mar¬ 
ry in the court of Egypt, but fent him hither to marry 
m y daug h te r, that bot h ou r bra nches m ay be re- un i tecf. 
liis foti, whom i knew to be*my nephew, as foon as I 
faw him, is the young gentleman j here prefent to you, 
and is to be my fon-in-law* I hope you will do me 
the honour to be prefent at his wedding, which I am 
tefolved to celebrate this day. The noblemen, who 
Could not take it ill that he preferred his nephew before 
all the great matches that had been proposed to him, 
faid, that he/had very good reafoa for what he did, 
were willing to be witneiTes to the ceremony, and wifil¬ 
ed that God might prolong his days to enjoy the fatis- 
fa&ion of the happy match. 

Here Scheherazade broke off, beemafe day appeared, 
and next night returned her dory, 

Tfe 
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The 'Ninety-fourth Night* 

S IR, faid the, the grand vizier Giafar, continued Hi* 
iiovy to the caliph thus: The lords met at the vizier 
of BaHora's houfe, havingtefliryeihhcirhitiafadipjt at the 
marriage of his daughter with Nourreddin All, iatdewn. 
to dinner, which kited a long while; and the latter 
courfe was fweet-meats* of which every one, according 
to cufiom, took what they thought fit. The notaries 
came in with, the marriage contract, the chiei lord? 
fignedit, and when the company departed, the grand 
vizier ordered his fervhnts to prepare a bagnio, and had 
every thing in readinefs for Nourreddin Ali to bathe. He 
had fine new linen, and every thing elfe provided for 
hint in the mod carious manner: When he had walhed 
and dried himfelfi he was going to put on his former 
apparel, but had an extraordinary rich fait brought him* 
Being d re Ted and perfumed with the moil odoriferous 
e Bonces, he went to fee the grand vizier, his father-in- 
law, who was exceeding well pleafed with his genteel 
mein ; and having made him fit down, My fon, laid ho 
you have declared unto me who you are, and the quali¬ 
ty you had at the court of Egypt, You have alfo told 
jne of a difference betwixt you and your brother, which 
oecafioned you to leave your country, I defire you to 
make me your entire confidant, and to acquaint me 
with the caufe of your quarrel; for now you have 110 
reafoii, either to doubt me, or to conceal any tiring 
from me. 

Nourreddin Ali gave him an account of every circmn- 
fiance of the quarrel; at which the vizier bur ft; out 
into a fit of laughter, and faid, this is one of the 
oddeft things that 1 ever heard : Is it poflible, my fon, 
that your quarrel ihould rife fo high about an imaginary 
marriage? I am forry you fell out with your elder 
brother upon fuch a frivolous matter ; but 1 find he is 
in the wrong to be angry at what you only ipoke in jell, 
and L ought to thank heaven for that difference which 
has procured me fuch a fon 4 n-law, But, faid the old 
gentleman, Tis late, and time for you to retire ; go to 
your bride, my fon J fhe expefis you: To-morrow I 
N 4, will 
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will prefent you to the fuhan, and hope he will re. 
ceive you in fuch a manner as fhall fatisfy m both* 

Nourreddin AH took leave of his father-in-law* and 
went to his fpoufe’s apartment. It is remarkable, con¬ 
tinued Giafar, that Schemfeddin Mohammed happened 
alio to marry at Cairo the very fame day that this mar- 
jiage was folemnized at Balfora, the particulars of 
which are as follow : 

After Nourreddin Ali left Cairo, with an intention 
never to return, Schemfeddin Mohammed, his elder 
brother* who was gone a hunting with the fultan of 
Egypt, did not come back in a month; for the fukan 
loved that gnme extremely, and therefore continued the 
/port all that while, Schcmfeddin at hia return, ran. 
to Nourreddin AH's apartment, but was much furprized 
when he underilood, that under pretence of taking a 
journey of two or three days, he went away on a mule 
the fame day that the fultau went a hunting, and had 
never appeared fince* It vexed him fo much the more* 
beeaufe he did not doubt but the hard words he had given 
him wa* the caufe of his going away* He fent $ 
melfenger in feareh of him, who went to Damascus, 
and as far as Aleppo, but Nourreddin was then at Bal* 
fora* When the courier returned and brought word that 
he heard no news of him, Schemfeddin Mohammed in¬ 
tended to make further enquiry after him in other parts, 
and in the mean time had a fancy to marry, and match¬ 
ed with the daughter of one of the greateii lords in 
Cairo, upon the fame day his brother married a he 
daughter of the grand vizier of Balfora, 

But this is not all, faid Giafar, at the end of nine 
months Schemfeddin Mohammed’s wife was brought to 
bed of a daughter at C&iro^ and on the fame day Non- 
re ddin’s wife brought forth a fan at Balfora, who was 
called Bedreddin Halfati* 

The grand vizier of Balfora tdHfied "Ms joy, by great 
gifts and publick entertainments for the birth ot hU 
grandfon. And to (new his fon in law the great efteeni 
he had for him, he went to the palace, and moll hum- 
blj' begged of the fultan to grant Nourreddin Ali his 
office, that he might have the comfort before his death 
to fee his fon-in-lay? made grand vizier in his ftead» 
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' The fultan, who had taken a great liking to Nou- 
reddin, when his father prefented him after his marriage* 
ahd had ever ftnee heard every body fpeak well of hi nr,, 
readily granted his father-in-law’s requeft, and caufed 
Nourreddin immediately to put on the robe of a grand 
vizier* 

The next day, when the father faw his fon-in-law 
j> re fide in council, as he himfeif had done, and perform 
all the offices of a grand vizier, his joy was compleat. 
Nourreddin All behaved himfelffo well in everything, 
that one would have thought he had been all his life¬ 
time employed in fuch affair-He continued afterwards 
to affift in council every time, when the infirmities of 
age would not permit his father-nv-law to appear* 

The old gentleman died about four^ years after with, 
great fatisfaflion, to fee a branch of his family that pro- 
mifed fo fair to fnpport the grandeur of it. 

Nourreddin Ali performed his M duty to him with¬ 
al I poffible love and gratitude* And as foon as his foa 
Bedreddin Haflfan, had attained to feven years of age, 
he provided him a inofl excellent tutor, who taught him 
fuch things as became his birth- The child had a read/ 
wit, and a genius capable of receiving all the good in- 
ftrudions that could be given* 

Scheherazade was going on, but perceiving day, ihe 
put an end to the chicourfe, and refumed it thus thfe 
night following: 

Tbi Ninety-fifth Night* 

S I R, the vizier Giafar continuing his ftory s told the 
caliph, that after Bedreddin HalFan had been two 
years under the tuition of bis matter, who taught him- 
perfedtly to read, he learnt the Alcoran by heart. His 
father Nourreddin Ali put him afterwards to other tu¬ 
tors, by whom his mina was cultivated tofuch a degree,, 
that when he was twelve years of age he had no more 
occailon for them* And then as his phyfiognomy pro- 
mifed wonders, he was admired by all that looked upon 
him. 

HithertoNonreddin Ali had kept him to His ftudyy 
and had not yet brought him in publickj but now he 
x N j carried 
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carried him to the pal ace, on purpofeto have the honour 
of biffing the fuhaa’s hand, who received him very 
gracionfly, The people that few him in the ftreets 
were charmed with his genteel mein, and gave him a 
thou fund bleffings* 

His father propofing to make him capable of fupply- 
ing his place, fpared no coft for that end, and brought 
him up to bufinefs of the greateft moment, on purpofe 
to qualify him betimes. 3 n ffiort, he omitted nothing to 
advance a ion beloved fo well. But as he began to enjoy 
the fruits of Ms labour, he was Ml of a fiudden taken 
with a violent fit of ficknefs ; and finding himfelf paft 
recovery, .difpofed himfelf to die a good muflelman. 

In that la ft and precious moment he forgot not his 
fon Bedreddin,'but called for him, and faid. My fon, 
you fee this world is tranfitory, there is nothing durable 
but that which I lhall fpeedily go to. You mu ft there¬ 
fore from henceforth begin to fit yourfelf for this 
change* as I have done j you muft prepare for it with¬ 
out murmuring, and fo as to have no trouble of con¬ 
fidence for not a&ing the part of a real honeft man* 
As for your religion, you are fufficiently inftrufted in it, 
by whit you have learnt from your tutors, and your 
own ftudy; and as to what belongs to an honeft mao, 
I fhall give you fome in fir unions, which I hope you 
will make good ufc of* As it is a necefiary thing to 
, ctJ know one's felf, and that you cannot come to that 
Knowledge, without you fir ft under ft and whom 1 am, 
l fhall now tell it you, 

I am (fays he) a native of Egypt; my father, your 
grandfather, was firft mimfler to the ftiltan of that king¬ 
dom. I inyfelf had the honour to be vizier to that lame 
fuhan, and fo has my brother, your uncle, who I fup- 
pofe is yet alive ; his name fs Schemfeddin Mohammed. 
1 was obliged to leave him, and come into this coun¬ 
try, where I have railed myfelf to the high dignity I 
now enjoy. But you will underftand all thefe matters 
more fully by a manufeript that I fhall give you. 

At the fame time, Nourreddin Ali pulled out his 
pocket-book, which he had written with his own hand, 
andcarried always about him, and giving it toiiedrcddin 
HafTan, Take it {faid he) and read it at yoijr kifure ; 

you 
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you will find, among ocher things, the day of my mar¬ 
riage, and that of your birch ; tliefe are fuch dream- 
fiances, as perhaps you may hereafter have occasion to 
know, therefore you muft keep it very carefully. 

Bedreddin HajfTan being moll* a.ffiided to fee his fa¬ 
ther in that condition, and fenfibly touched with this 
difeourfe, could not but weep when he received the 
pocket-book, and promifed at the fame time never to 
part with it* 

That very moment Nourreddin All fainted, fo thtxt it 
was thought he would have expired j but he came to 
himfeJf again and uttered thefe words : 

My fen, fays he, the hril inltruftion I give you, is. 
Not to make yourfelf familiar with all forts o± people. 
The way to live happy is to keep your mind to yourfelf, 
and not to tell your thoughts eafily. 

Secondly, Not to do violence to any body whatever, 
for in that cafe you will draw every body's hatred upon 
you. You ought to confider the world as a creditor, 
to whom you owe moderation, companion, and forbear- 
ance,- 

Thirdly, Not to fay a word'when yon are reproach¬ 
ed; for, as the proverb fays. He that keeps fitence is 
out of danger. And in this cafe particularly you ought 
to pradtife it. You alfo know what one of our poets 
fays upon this fubjed, That file nee is the ornament 
and fafe-guard of life ; That our ipeech ought not to be 
like a ftorm of rain that fp oils all. Never did any man 1 
yet repent of having fpuke too little whereas rtia^y 
have been forry that they fpoke fo much. 

Fourthly, To drink no wine, for that is the fourcc 
of all vices* 


if you 


Fifthly, To be frugal in your way of living; 
do not fquander your cilate away, it will maintain you 
in time of necellity. i do not mean you fhould bo 
either too liberal or too niggardly; for tho 5 you have 
never fo little, if you hulbandit well, and lay it out on 
proper occaftons, you lhall have many friends ? but if 
on the contrary you have great riches, and make bur a 
bad ufe of them, all the worldwill farfike you, and 
leave you to yourfelf. 

N 6 U 
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In fhort, Nourreddin Ali continued till the hft mo^ 
ment of his breath to give good advice to his fon ; and 
when he was dead, he was magnificently interred* 
Scheherazade flopt her difcoorfe here, becaufefhefaw 
day, and deferred the refidueof her ftory till next night* 

The Ninctj-Jixtb Night, 

HE Sultanefsof the Indies being awaked by her 



filler Dinarzade at the ufual hour, fhe addreffed. 


herfetf to Schahriar, Sir, faid fhe, the caliph was very 
well fatisfied to hear the grand vizier Giafar relate his 
itory, and he continued it thus: 

Nourreddin Ali was buried with all the honours doe 
to his quality* Redreddin HaiTan of Balfora, for fo he 
was called, becaufe born in that town, was fo over¬ 
whelmed with grief for the death of his father, that in- 
ileadof a month’s time to mourn, according to cuftom* 
he kepthimfclf clofe fliutup in tears and folitude about 
two months, without feeing any body, or fo much as 
going abroad to pay his duty to the fultan of Baifora 
who being difpleafed at his negledt, looked upon it as a 
flight put on his court and perfon, fufrered his paffion 
to prevail, and in his fury, called for the new grand 
vizier, (for he had created a new one as fcon as Nou- 
reddin All died) commanded him to goto thehoufeof: 
the deeeafed, and feize upon it, with all his other boufeS, 
lands, arid effedls, without leaving any thing for Bed- 
reddin Kaftan, and to bring him prifoner along with, 
him*. 

The new grand vizier, accompanied with a great 
many meffengers belonging to the palace, juftices, and. 
other officers, went immediately to execute his com- 
million. But one-of Bedreddin Haftan’s ffaves happen¬ 
ing accidentally to come into the crowd, no fooner tin* 
derllood the vizier’s errand, but he ran before in all. 
halle to give his mailer warning. He found him fitting 
in the porch of his houfe, as melancholy as if his father 
had been but newly dead*. He fell down at hjs feet out 
of breath, and after he had kiffed the hem of his gar¬ 
ment, cried.out, My lord, fave yourfelf immediately* 
Bjedreddin HalTan, lifting up his head, What's chemat- 


1 


ter 3 


E N T E R T A r H W ff jr T S* 27> 

ter, what news doft thou bring? My lord, faid he, 
there is no time to be loft ; the fukan is horribly incenfed. 
again ft you, and he has lent people to take all you have, 
and alfo tofeize your per fori. 

The words of this faithful and afTeftionate Have, put 
Bedreddin HafTan into great confufidb ; May not l have 
fo much time, laid he, as to takefomc money and jewel* 
along with me ? No, Sir, replied the flave, the grand 
vizier will be here this moment. Be gone immediately, 
fave yourfelf* Bedreddin Haflan rote up from hk fofa 
in all liafte, put his feet in his fan dais, and after he had 
covered his head, with the tail of his gown, that his 
face might not be known, he fled, without knowing 
what way to go, to avoid the impending danger. 

The firfl thought that came into his head, was to get 
out of the next gate with all fpeed. He ran without 
Hopping till he came to the publick church-yard, and 
finee it was growing dark, hcrefolved to pafs that night 
on his father’s tomb. It was a large edifice, in form 
of a dome, which Nourreddin All built when he wa& 
alive. Bedreddin met a very rich jew by the way, who- 
was a banker and merchant, and was returning from a. 
place where his affairs had called him to the city* 

The Jew, knowing Bedreddin, halted, and fainted 
him very courteoufly. Day begginning to appear as 
Scheherazade fpoke thefe words, ihe put it off till next 
night, when ihe refumed her difcourfe again. 

The Ninity-fmmtth Night h. 

S IR, faid{he, the caliph was very attentive to the- 
grand vizierk difcourfe, who went on after thio. 
manner: Jfaac the Jew,, after he had paid his refpe£i$. 
to Bedreddin HafTan, by kifling his hand, fays. My. 
lord, date I be fo bold to afle whither you are going at 
this time of night all alone, and fo much troubled? 
Has any thing difquieted you ? Yes, faid Bedreddin, a. 
while ago. I was afleep, and my father appeared to me 
in a dream, looking very fiercely upon me, as if he 
were extraordinary angry, I flatted out of my fleep 
very much frightened, and game Out immediately to go 
and pray upon his tomb* 
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My lord, faid the Jew, (who did not know the true 
reafon why Bedreddin left the town) your father of 
happy memory, and my good lord, had itore of mer¬ 
chandise in federal vcflHs, which are yet at fea, and 
belong to you j 1 beg the favour of you to grant me 
th e firtt re fu fal of Jtftem b £ fore any other m ere ha at. X 
am able to pay down ready money for all the goods- 
that are in ytiut Clips : And to begin, if you will give 
me thofe that happen to come in the fird fhip that ar¬ 
rives in fafety, I will pay you down in part of payment 
a thoufand fequinSi And drawingouta bag from un¬ 
der Jus gown, he fhe wed it him iealed up with one 
feal* 

Bedreddin Haffan being banifhed from home, and 
difpoireiTed of all that he had in the world, looked 
upon this propofat of the Jew's as a favour from heaven, 
and therefore accepted it with a great deal of joy*- 
My lord; faid the jew, then you fell unto me for 1000 
fequins, the lading of the firft of your drips that Ihall 
arrive in port* Yes, anfvvered Bedreddin, I fell it to 
you for a 1000 fequins; it is done. Upon this the Jew 
delivered him ihe bag of :ooo fequins, and offered to 
count them* but Bedreddin HafFan faved him the trou¬ 
ble, and faid, he would trull his word* Since it is fo, 
my lord, faid he, bepleafedto favour me with a fmall 
note in writing of the bargain we have made. And 
having faid this, he pulled the inkhorn from his girdle, 
and taking a fmall reed out of it neatly cut for writing,, 
he pretexted it to him with a piece of. paper he took 
out of his letter-cafe; and whilll he held the ink-horn, 
Bedreddin Haflan wrote Xhefe words. 

** This writing is to teilify, that Bedreddin HaiTan 
** of Sahara has fold to Ifaaethe Jew, for the fum of 
t€ one thoufand fequins, received in hand, the lading of 
mi the firBof his Clips that Ihall ariive in this port, 3 ' 
f * Bedreddin Haifan of Balfora*" 

This note he delivered to the Jew, who put it in his 
letter-cafe, and then took his leave of him. 

While Ifaac puffued his journey to the city, Bcdred- 
did made me bell of his way to his father Nourrcddjn 
Alt's tomb. When he came to it, he bowed his face 
to the, ground, and, with his eyes full of tears, de¬ 
plored. 
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plored his miferable condition, Alas I faid he, unfor¬ 
tunate Bedreddin, what will become of thee ? Whither 
canft thou fly for refuge againii the unjuft prince that 
perfecutes thee ? Was it not enough to be afflicted for 
the death of fo dear a father i Mult fortune needs add 
new misfortunes to juft complaints i He continued a 
long time an this pollute, but at laft rofe up again, and 
leaning his head upon his father's fepulchre, lusforrows, 
returned more violently than before ; fo that he fighed 
and mourned, till,overcome withheavinefs, he ilretched 
himfelf all along upon the floor, and fell afleep. 

He had not fleptlong, till a genie, who had retired, 
to that church-yard during the day, and was intending, 
according to his cuftom, to range about the world at 
night, elpying this young man in Near redd in All's, 
tomb ; he entered, and finding Bedreddin lying on his 
back, was furprized at hh beauty. 

Day-light appeared, and prevented Scheherazade 1 ^ 
going on with her ftory, but next night at the ufuah 
hour ihe continued it thus: 

The Ninety-eighth Night-. 

W HEN the genie had attentively confidered 
Bedreddin Haifan, he faid to himfelf. To 
judge of this creature by his good mein, he would feem 
to be an angel of the terreftrial paradife, whom God 
has font to put the world in a flame with his beauty. 
At laft, after he had fadsfied himielfwith looking upon 
him, he took a flight into the air, where meeting by 
chance with a fairy, they fainted one another j after 
which he faid to her. Pray defeend with me into the 
church-yard, where I ftay, and I will Jhew you a pro¬ 
digious beauty, which is worthy your admiration as 
well as mine. The fairy confented, and both defend¬ 
ed in an inllant ; they came into the tomb. Look ye, 
faid the genie to the fairy, fhewing her Bedreddin 
HafTah, Did you* ever fee a young man of a better 
fhape, and more beautiful than this? 

The fairy, having attentively obferved Bedreddin* 
returned to the genie ; I mult confefs, faid ihe, that 
he 1 * a very handfome man, but I juft now came from 
5 feeing 
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feeing an obje& at Cairo, more admirable than this; 
and if you will hear me, 1 will tell you a Itrange ftory 
concerning her. You will very much oblige me in jo- 
do! ng, anfwered the genie# You mu ft know then, faid 
the fairy, (For I will tell it you at length) that the fuk 
tan of Egypt has a vizier called Schemfeddin Moham¬ 
med, who has a daughter of about twenty yean of age, 
the mod beautiful and complete perfon that ever was 
known* The fukan having heard of this young lady's 
beauty, fent the other day for her fatherland told him, 
I underftand you have a daughr^y to marry j 1 have a 
mind to marry her: Will not you ccnfent to it? The 
vizier, who did not expeft this propofal, was troubled 
at it, and inftead of accepting it joyfully, which another 
in his place would certainly have done, he anfwered 
the fultan : May it pleafe your majefty, 1 am not wor¬ 
thy of the honour you confer upon me, and 1 molt 
humbly befeech you to pardon me, if 1 do not agree to^ 
your requeft. You know I had a brother called Nour- 
xeddin Ali, who had the honour, as well as myfelf, to 
be one of your viziers; We had fome differences toge¬ 
ther, which was the caufe of his leaving me on afudden, 
and fmcc that time I have had no account of him till 
within thefe four days, that I heard he died at Balfora, 
feeing grand vizier to the fultan of that kingdom. 

He has left a foil behind him, and there having been, 
an agreement between us to match our children together, 
if ever we had any, I am perfuaded he intended that 
match when he died; and being deftrous to fulfil the 
promife on my part, I conjure your majeity to grant me 
leave. You have in your court many other lords, wba 
have daughters as well as I, on whom yon may pleafc 
to bellow that honour. 

t The fultan of Egypt vva^ incenfecf again ft Schemed- 
din Mohammed to the hlgheft degree. 

Here Scheherazade ilopt, becaufe day appeared, and 
next night re fumed her fiery ; flill periouating the 
vizier Giafar fpeaking to Haroun Ahafchid the ca- 
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*The Ninety-ninth Night* 

T HE fultan of Egypt, provoked at this bold denial 
of Schemfeddin Mohatn riled, fays to him in pak 
tfon which he could not retrain; Is this the way you re^ 
quite my proposal to ftoop fo low as to defire your al¬ 
liance; I know how to-revenge your daring to prefer 
another to me, and I fwear that your daughter (ball be 
married to the moft contemptible and ugly of all my 
Haves* And, having fpoken thofe words, he angrily bid. 
the vizier be gone, who went home to hjs houfe full of 
eon fu lion, and extraordinary fad* 

This very day the fultan fent for one of his grooms* 
who is hump backed, big-belly ed, crook-legg’d, and as 
ugly as a hobgoblin ; and after having commanded 
Schemfeddin Mohammed to confent to marry his daugh¬ 
ter to this ghaftly Have, he canE'ed the corn rad to be 
made and hgned by wimefles in his own prefence* The 
preparations for this fan radical wedding are all ready* 
and this very moment all the (laves belonging to thelordfr 
of the court of Egypt are waiting at the door-of a bag¬ 
nio, each with a flambeau in his hand, for the crook* 
back’d groom, who is bathing himfelf, to go along with 
them to his bride* who is already dreffed to receive 
him ; and when 1 departed from.Cairo, the ladies met; 
for that purpofe were going to conduft her in her nup¬ 
tial attire to the h^ll, where fhc is to receive her hump¬ 
backed bridegroom, and is this mi nme now expefting 
hitm 1 have feen her, and do allure you, that no per- 
fcn can look upon her without admiration* ' 

When the lairy left off fpeaking, the genie fays to 
her. Whatever you think or fay, 1 cannot be perfuaded 
that the girl ’s beauty exceeds that of this young man, I 
will not di&ute it with you, anfwered the fairy ; for 
I mu ft confefs he defer ves to be married to that charm¬ 
ing creature, which they defign for hump-back. And 
I think it were a deed worthy of us to obftruft the 
fultan of Egypt’s injuftiee, and put this young gentle¬ 
man in the room of the flavc* You are in the right, an¬ 
fwered the genie; I am extremely obliged to you for 
fo good a thought ; let us deceive him* l confent to your 
revenge upon the fuLtaaof Egypt; let us comfort a dif- 
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treffed father, and make his daughter as happy as fh* 
thinks herfelf miferable; 1 will do my uttnoft endeavour 
lo make this project take, and 1 am perfuaded, you 
will not be backward, I mil be at the pains to carry 
him to Cairo, before he awake, and afterwards leave it 
to your care, to carry him elfewhere, when we have ao 
complifhed our defign. 

The fairy and the genie having thus concerted what 
they had to do, the genie lifted up Bedreddin Haflkft 
gently, and with an inconceivable lwiftnefs, carried him 
through the air, and fet him down at the door of a pub- 
lick houfe next to the bagnio, whence hump-back was 
to come with the train of flaves that waited for him, 
Eedreddin Hafl'an awaked that very moment, and was 
mightily furprized to find himfetf in the middle of a city 
he knew not; he was a going to cry out, and to afk 
where he was; but the genie touched him gently on the 
ihoulder, and forbid him to fpeak a word. Then he 
put a torch in his hand, and bid him go and mix with 
the crowd at the bagnio-door and follow them till yon 
come into a hall, where they are going to celebrate a 
jnarriage, The bride-groom is a hump backed fellow, 
and by that you will eafily know him* Put yourfelf at 
the right hand as you go in, and then immediately 
open the purfe of fequins yon have in your bofom, and 
difiribute J em among the muficiansaad dancers, as they 
go along; and when you are got into the hall, give 
money alfo to the female flaves you fee about the bride,, 
when they come near you; but every time you put 
your hand in your purfe, be lure to take out a whole 
handful, and do not fpare them. Obfcrve to do every 
thing exactly as I have told you, with great prefence of 
mind ; be not afraid of any perfon or thing, and leave 
the reft to a fiiperior power, who will order matters as 
he thinks fit. 

Young Bedreddin, being well minified in all that he 
was to do, advanced towards the door of the bagnio : 
the firft thing he did was to light his torch as that of a 
Have ; and then mixing among them as if he belonged 
to fome noblemen of Cairo, he marched along as they 
did, and followed hump-back; who came out of the 
bagnio, and mounted a horfo out of the fultan's own 
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Day-light appearing, put a ftop to Schehera¬ 
zade's difcourfe, and fhc deferred the following part of 
the ftory till next night. 

The Hundredth Night, 

S IR, laid (he, the vizier Giafar continued his'dif- 
courfe, and laid, Bedreddin Haftan, coming near 
to the muficians, and men and women dancers, who 
\yent juft before the bridegroom, pulled out time after 
time whole handfuls of iequins, which he diftri bated 
among them : and as lie thus gave his money with an 
unparallel J d grace and engaging mein, all thofe that 
received it call their eyes upon him \ and, after they 
had a full view of his face, they found him fo hand- 
fame and comely, that they could not look off again. 

At laft they came to Schemfeddin Mohammed’s gate, 
who was Bedreddin Kaftan*s uncle, and little thought 
his nephew was fo near. The door-keepers, to pre¬ 
vent any difbrder, kept back all the Caves that carried 
torches, and would not let them come in, Bedreddin 
was likewife refuted; but the muftcians who had free 
entrance, flood ft ill, and protefted they would not go 
in, if they hindered him to go along with them- He is 
not one of the Haves, fay they, look noon him and 
you’ll foon be fatisfied as to that. He is certainly a 
young ftranger, who is curious to fee the ceremonies 
obferved at weddings in this city, and faying thus, 
they put him in the mid ft of them, and carried him in 
whether the porters would or no; they took his torch 
out of his hand, and gave it to the firft they met: 
having brought them into the hall, they placed him at 
the right hand of the hump-backed bridegroom, who 
iat near the vjzier J s daughter on a throne mail richly 
adorned* 

She appeared very lovely in all her dreftes, but in 
her face there was nothing to be feen but vexation and 
mortal grief* The caufe of this was eafy to be guefled 
at, when ftie had by her fide a bridegroom fo very de¬ 
formed, and fo unworthy of her love*" The throne 
of that ill-matched couple, was in the midfl of a fofa, 
I he ladies of the emirs, viziers, and thofe of the ftU 
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tan*tf bed-chamber, and feveral other ladies of the court 
and city were placed on each fide, a little lower ; every 
one according to their quality* and all of them fo fine 
and richly dreffcd, that it was one of the pleafanteft 
fights that could be feen, each of them holding a large 
wax taper in their hand. 

When they faw Bedreddin HafTan come into the room* 
they all fixed their eyes upon him, and admiring hia* 
ihape, his behaviour, and the beauty of bis face they 
could not forbear looking upon him. When he wasfet 
down every one left their feats, and came near to hinv 
to have a full vie w of his face, and aimed all of 3 em, as 
they turned 10 their feats, found themfelves moved with 
tender pafGon, 

The difparity between Bedreddin Haifa n and thr 
hump-backed groom, who made fuch a horrible figure* 
occufioned a great murmuring among the company ; 
*v infomucJi that the ladies cried out. We mull give our 
bridge to this handfame young gentleman, and not to 
this ugly hump-back* Nor did they reli here, but ut¬ 
tered imprecations again 11 the fultan, who, abufing M* 
ab lb lute power, would unite uglinefs and beauty toge¬ 
ther. They did alfo upbraid the bridegroom, fo as 
they put him quite out of countenance, to the great fa- 
tisfadlion of the fpe&ators, whofe fhouts for feme time 
put a Hop to the concert of mufick in the hall, At la It 
the muficians began again, and the women who had 
dreflbd the bride, came all about her. But Schehera¬ 
zade perceiving day, broke off till next night, when 
fhe continued her ftory . 

Note, The hundred and firfl, and the hundred and 
fecond night, in the original, contain only a deicription 
of feven robes, and feven different dreffes, which the 
vizier Schemfedditi Mohammed's daughter changed at 
the found of the mftrumcats. And this defer iptiort 
having nothing pleafant in it, and befides being inter- 
mixt with verfes, which in the Arabian tongue are very 
fine, but would lofc their beauty by a tran flatten, L 
thought it not worth while w tranflate thole, twa 
nights* 
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The Hundred and Third Night* 

S f U, fays Scheherazade to the fultan of the Indies^ 

I hope your majefty has not forgot, that *tis the 
grand vizier G 5 afar, who fpeaks to the caliph Haroun 
Airarchid, Each time, continues he, that the new 
-bride changed her habit, £he rofe up from her feat, fol¬ 
lowed by her bride*woman* and pafled by hump-back 
without giving him one look, and went towards Bed- 
reddin Baffin, beforewhom fhe prefented herfelf in her 
new attire. On this occafion, Bedreddin, according to 
the inllrudions given him by the genie, failed not to 
put his hands in his purfe, and pulled out handfuls of 
iequins, which he diftributed among the women that 
followed the bride* Nor did he forget the players and 
dancers, but alfo threw money to them, *Twas pleafant 
to fee how they pufhed one another to gather it up. They 
Ike wed themfelves very thankful, and made him figns 
that the young bride foould be for him, and not for the 
hump-back fellow. The women that attended her, 
told her the fame thing, and did not value whether the 
groom heard them or not; for they put a thoufand trick* 
upon him, which very much pleated the fpeflators. 
When the ceremony of changing habits was pafled* 
the muilek ccafed and went away, but made a fign to 
Bedreddln Haflan to flay behind. The ladies did the 
fame, and went all home, butthofe that belonged to the 
houfe* The bride went into a cfofet, whither her wo¬ 
man followed to undrefs her, and none remained in the 
hall but the hump-back groom, Bedredriin Haflan and 
fame of the domeftkks. 

Hump-back, who was furioufly mad at Bedreddin, 
fufpefling him to be hi* rival, gave him a crofs look, 
and faid, And thou, what doit ihou wait for ? Why 
an thou not gone as well as the reft ? Be gone, Bed- 
reddin having no pretence to ft ay, withdrew, not 
knowing what to do with himfelf. But he was not 
got out of the porch when the genie and the fairy mst 
and flopped him. Whither are you going ? faid the 
fairy 5 Stay, for humpback is notin the hall, he ld 
gone out about feme bufinefs you have nothing to 
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do but return * and introduce yourfelf into the bride’s 
chamber. .As foon as you are alone with her* tell her 
boldly that you are her Jiulband* that the ful tan’s in¬ 
tention was only to make fjport with the groom ; and 
to make this pretended bridegroom fome amends* yon 
had caufed to be prepared for him* in the liable, a 
good difti of cream. And then tell her all the hne 
things you can think on to perfuade her; for being fo 
handi'ome as you are* little perfuaflon will do, (he will 
think herfelf happy in being deceived fo agreeably. 
In the mean time we will take care that the hump-back 
Ihall not return* and let nothing hinder you to pafsthe 
night with your bride* for ihe is your’s and none of 
his. 

While the fairy thus encouraged BedVeddin* and in- 
flru&ed him how he iliould behave himfelf, Hump-back 
was really gone out of the room* For the genie went 
to him in the fhape of a great cat, miauling^at a moft 
fearful rate, *The fellow called to the car, he clapped 
his hands to make her flee* but inftead of that, the 
cat flood upon her hinder feet* flaring with her eyes 
like fire* looking fiercely at him, miaulling louderthad 
fhc did at firff, andgrowing bigger till ihe was as large , 
as an afs. At this fight. Hump-back would have 
cried out for help, but his fear was fo great, that he 
flood gaping and could not utter one word; and that 
he might have no time to recove r t the genie changed 
himfelf immediately into a large buffalo* and in this 
fhape called to him, with a voice that redoubled his 
fear. Thou hump-backed villain. At thefe words the 
affrighted groom call himfelf upon the ground, and co¬ 
vering his face with his gown, that he might not fee this 
dreadful beaft, Sovereign prince of buffaloes* (laid-he) 
what is it you want of me : Woe be to thee, (replies the 
genie;) halt thou the boldnefs to venture to marry my 
miftrefs ? O my lord, (faid Hump-tack) I pray you to 
pardon me; if 1 am guilty, 'tis through ignorance. I 
did not know that this lady had a buffalo to her fweet* 
heart; command me in any thing you pleafe, I give 
you my oath that I am ready to obey you. By death 
(replied the genie) if thou goeff out from hence, or 
fpeakeft a word till the fun rifes, I will esufti thy head 
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te pieces ; but then I give thee leave to go from hence: 

I warn thee to make difpatch, and not to look back ; but 
if thou haft the imprudence to return, it fhali coft thee 
thy life- When the genie had done fpeaking* he trans¬ 
formed himfelf into the fhape of a man, took Hump¬ 
back-by the legs* and after having fee him again ft the 
wall with his head downwards* if thou ftlr, faid he, be¬ 
fore the fun rife, as I have told thee already, I will take 
thee by the heels again, and dafti thy head in a thoufantl 
pieces againft the wall. 

To return to Bedreddin Kaftan, who being prompted 
by the genie, and the prefence of the fairy, he got into 
the hall again, from whence he flipt into the bride- 
chamber, where He fat down, expe&ing the fuccefs of 
his adventure* After a while the bride arrived, con¬ 
duced by an old matron, who came no farther than the 
door, exhorting the bridegroom to do his duty like a 
man, without looking in to fee if it was Hump-back 
or another, and then locked the door, and retired. 

The young bride was mightily furprized in (lead of 
Hump-back to find Bedreddin Haftan, who came up to 
her with the beft grace m the world 1 What ! my dear 
friend, [faid ihe) by your being here at this time of 
night you muft be my huiband’s comrade? No, madam, 
(faid Bedreddin) I am of another fort of quality than 
that ugly h amp-back* But (faid (he) you don't confider 
that you fpeak degradingly of my hufband. He your 
huiband, mridnm, (replies he) can you retain thofe" 
thoughts fo long ? Be convinced of your mi flake, ma¬ 
dam, for fo much beauty muft never befacrificed to the 
moft contemptible of all mankind* J Ti-s ], madam, that 
am the happy mortal for whom it is referved. The fultaxi 
had a mind to make himfelf merry, by putting this trick 
upon the vizier your father, but he chofeme to be your 
real hufband. You might have obierved how the ladies, 
the muficiam, the dancers, your women, and all the 
fervants of your family, werepleafed with this comedy. 
We have fent that hump-back fellow to his ftable again, 
where he is juft now eating a dilh of cream* And you 
may reft a flu red that he will never appear any more 
before your eyes. 

At this difconvfe the vizier’s daughter (who was 

more 



more like one dead than alive when (he came into the 
Bride-chamber) put on a gay air* which made her fo 
handfome, that Bedreddin was perfe&ly charmed wit k 
her, 

I did net expeft* faid ftie, to meet with fo pleafing a 
furprize ; and I had condemned myfelfto live unhappy 
all my days. But my good fortune is fo much the 
greater* that 1 poflefs in you a man that is worthy of 
my tender eft affeCtion* 

Having fpoken thus, the undrdFed herfelf, and ftept 
into bed, Bedreddiu Hailan* overjoyed to feehimfelf 
poiTe/Tor of fo many charms, made hade to follow her, 
and laid his clothes upon a chair, with a bag that he got 
from the Jew ; which not with Handing all the money he 
had pulled out* was full full. He likewife laid off his 
Durban* and put on a night cap that had been ordained 


for Hump-back, and fo went 
to bed in his Jhirt and draw¬ 
ers*. H is drawers were of 
blue fa tin, tied with a lace 
of gold. 


# All the e&jlern tm - 
figns lie in their dram)* 
ers but this riramftanca 
r willJland him in fiend 
dn ihtjequdaf the fiery* 


Day beginning to dawn* 
obliged Scheherazade to flop ; 
but next night* being called 


upon at the ordinary hour* Ihe re fumed her iiory* and 
went on after this manner: 

The Hundred and Fourth Night* 

W HiUlthe two lovers wereafleep, (laid the grand 
vizier Giafar) the genie* who had met again 
with the fairy T , fays to her* That it was high time to 
iinilU what was begun* and fo fuceefsfully carried on 
hitherto: then let us not be overtaken by day-light* 
which will foon appear ; go you and bring oiF the 
young man again without awaking him* 

The fairy went into the bed-chamber where the two 
lovers were fa ft afieep* and took up Bedreddin Haifa n 
juft as he was* that is to fay # in his ibirt and drawers ; 
and i n company with the genie with a wonderful fwift. 
uefs dew away with him to the gates of Damafcus in 
Syria* where they arrived juft at the time when the 
othcers of the mpftpaesj appointed for that end* were 
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calling the people to come to prayers at break of day. 
The fairy laid Bedreddiu Haifan foftly on the ground, 
and leaving him clofe by the gate, departed with the 
genie* 

The gate of the city being opened, and a great many 
people afTembled to get out, they were mightily fur- 
prised to fee Bedreddin Hafi'an lying in his ftiirt and 
drawers upon the ground* One faid, He has been hard 
put to it to get away from his miftrefs, that he could 
not get time to put on his clothes* Look ye, fay« 
another, how people expole themfcIves ; fure enough 
he has fpent matt part of the night in drinking with 
his friends, tdl he has got drunk, and then, perhaps, 
having occafion to go out, ihftead of returning, is come 
this length, and not having liis fenfes about him, was 
overtaken with flecp. Others were of another opinion ; 
but nobody could guefs what had been the occaiion of 
his co m 1 n g thi ther, 

A fmall puff of wind happening to blow at the fame 
time, uncovered his breaft, that was whiter than fnow* 
Every one being llruck with admiration at the iineneft 
of his complexion, they fpoke fo loud that it awaked 
the young man. 

His furprize was as great as theirs, when he found 
himfelf at the gate of a city, where he had never be$a 
before, and encompalled by a crowd of people gazing 
at him* Gentlemen, faid he, for God's fake tell me 
where I am, and what you would have of me f One of 
the crowd fpoke to him faying. Young man, the gates 
of the city were juil now opened, and as we came out 
we found you lying here in this condition, and Rood 
ftili to look on you: Have you lain here all night ? And 
don't you know that you are at one of the gates of Da-* 
ruafeus ? At one -of the gates of Damafcus ! anfwered 
Bedreddin; fure you mock me. When flay down to 
fieep lait night I was at Cairo* When lie faid thefe 
words, forcic of the people moved with companion for 
him, faid, *Tisa pity that fuch a harcdfome young man 
Ihould have loft lus feufes ; and fd went away, 

Myfon, fays an old gentleman to him, you know 
not what you fay* How is it poihble that you being 
this morning at Damascus, could be laft night at Cairo? 

You L G Tis 
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*Ti$ true for all thatj faid Bedreddin ; for £ fwear to 
you, that I was all day yeiterday at Bidfora. He had 
no fooner faidthefe words, but all the people fell into a 
£t of laughter, and cried out. He’s a fool, he*s a mad¬ 
man. There were fome, however, that pitied him be¬ 
cause of his youth ; and one among the company faid 
to him. My fan, you mull certainly be crazed, you do 
not con fide r what you fay. Is it poffible that a man 
could ye Herd ay he at Balfora,the lame night at Cairo, 
and next morning at Pamafcus ? Sure you are aflecp 
Hill, come roufe up your'Spirits. What I fay, anfwered 
Bedreddin Ha flan, is fo true, that Jaft night! was_ mar¬ 
ried in the city of Cairo, AH thofe that laughed before, 
could not forbear laughing again, when he faid fo: Call 
yourfelfto mind, fays the fame perfon that fpoke be- 
fore ? you have fare enough dreamt all this, and that 
fancy foil pofleflefi your brain* I am fenfible of what I 
fay, anfwered the young man. Pray can you tell me 
how it was poflible for me to go in a dream to Cairo, 
where I am very certain I was in perfon, and where my 
bride was fev-en times brought before me, each time 
drafted in a different liable, and where I fnw an ugly 
hump-backed fellow, to whom they intended to give 
her? Belides, I want to know what is become of my 
gown, my turban, and the bag of fequins I had at 
Cairo. 

Though he allured them that all thefe things were 
matter of fad, yet they could not forbear to laugh at 
him : which put him into fuch a confufion, that he 
knew not well what to think of all thofe adventures. 

Day-light, which began to appear in Schahriar’s 
apartment, impofed file nee on Scheherazade ; but next 
night me refumed her itory* 

^fbt Hundred and Fifth Night* 

S IR, faid fhe, after Bedreddin Haflan had confidently 
\ affirmed all that he faid to be true, he rofe up to go 
into the town, and every one that followed him, called 
out, A madman, a fool. Upon this fome looked out at 
their windows, fome came to their doors, and others 
joined with thofe that were about him f calling out as 

they 
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they did, A madman; but not knowing for what. In 
this perplexity of mind the young gentleman happened 
to come before a paitry-cook’s ibop, and went into it 
to avoid the rabble* 

This paltry-cook had formerly been captain to a troop 
of Arabian robbers, who plundered the caravans ; and 
though he was become a citizen of Damafcus, wherehc 
behaved himlelf to every one’s content; yet he was 
dreaded by all thole that knew him, wherefore as foon 
as he came out to the rabble that followed Bedreddin, 
they difperfed* 

The pa {try-cook, feeing them all gone, aiked him 
what he was, and who brought him thither ? Ecdreddin 
Haflan told him all, not concealing his birth, nor the 
death of his father the grand vizier; He afterwards 
gave him an account why he leftEalfora ; how, after he 
had fallen afleep the night following upon his father’s 
tomb, he found himlelf when he awaked at Cairo, 
where he had married a lady; and at laft, in what 
amazement he was, when he found himfelf at Damaf- 
eus, without being able to penetrate into all thofe 
wonderful adventures. 

Your hillory is one of the moftfurprizing (faid the 
paltry-cook) ; bnt if you will follow my advice, yon 
mall let no man know thofe matters you have revealed 
to me, but patiently expeft till heaven think fit to put 
an end to your misfortunes; you flia.ll be free to liay 
with me till then ; and iince I have no children, 1 will 
own you for my foil, if you confent to it; and after you 
are lo adopted, you may freely walk up and down the 
city, without being expofed any more to the infults of 
1 the rabble. 

Tho’ this adoption was below the fon of a grand vi- 
tier, Ecdreddin was glad to accept of the paltry-cook’s 

propofals, judging it the belt thing he could do, coa- 
Udermg his then circumltances. The cook clothed him, 
called for witneffes, and went before anotarv, wherehc 
acknowledged him for his fo:.. After this, Ecdreddin 
ftaid with him by the name of Haffan, and learned the 
, paltry- trade. 

Wiiillt this pall at Damafcus, Schemfeddin Moham- 
wd s daughter awaked, and finding Bedreddin gone 
° * out 
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out of bed, fuppofed he had rifen foftly for fear of dis¬ 
turbing her, but he would foon return. As fhc was in 
expedation of Kim, her father the vizier (who was migh¬ 
tily vexed at the affront put upon him by the Mtjan) 
came and knocked at her chamber-door with a resolution 
to bewail her fad deftiny. He called her by her name, 
and fhe knowing him by his voice, immediately got up, 
and opened the door. She killed his hand, and received 
him with fo much fatisfaftion in her countenance, as 
furprized the vizier, (who exposed to find her drowned 
in tears, and atf much grieved as himfelf,) Unhappy 
wretch l faid he in a paffion, do you appear before me 
thus f after the hideous facrlfice you have juft confum- 
mated, can you fee me with fo much fhtisfa&ion ? Sche¬ 
herazade left off when fhe came this length, becaufe 
day appeared ; and next night re fumed her dilcourfe to 
the fultan of the Indies. 

1 

*fhe Hundred and Sixth Nighu 

S I R , the grand vizier Giafar went on with the relation 
of Bedreddin HafTan*$ fiery thus: 

The hew bride feeing her father angry at her pkafant 
countenance, fays to him. For Gbd’s fake. Sir, do not 
reproach me wrongfully; kis not the hump-back fellow, 
whom I abhor more than death ; ’tis not thatmonfter I 
Jiave married ; every body laughed him to fcor-n, and 
put him fo out of countenance, that he was forced to run 
away and hide himfelf, to make room for a charming 
young gentleman, who is my real hufband. What fable 
do you tell me, laid Schemfeddin Mohammed, roughly? 
What l Did not Crook-back lie with you to-night f No, 
Sir, faid the, it was that young gentleman I told you of, 
who has large eyes ana black eye-brows- At rhefe words 
the vizier loll all patience, and fell into a terrible paHiom 
Ah, wicked woman l fays he, you will make me dif- 
tra&ed! 5 Tis you, father, faid fhe, that puts me out of 
my fenfes by your incredulity. So ’tis not true, replies 

the vizier, that Hump-back-Let us talk no more of 

Hump-back, laid, file, a curfe upon Hump-back, rnuft 
l always have him caft in my difh* Father, faid fhe, 
J J I tell 
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I tell you once more, that I did not bed with hint, 
but with my dear fpoufe, who, I believe, is not very 
far off- 

Schemfeddtn Mohammed went out to feck him, but 
inftead of feeing him, was mightily furprized to find 
Hump-back with his head on the ground, and his heels 
upper mod, as the genic had fet him agaiuft the wall. 
What’s the meaning of this, faid he f who placed yon 
tlms ? Crook-back, knowing it to be the vizier, an- 
five red, alas ! alas I 3 tis you then that would marry 
me to the miftrefs of a buffalo, the fweetheart of an 
ugly genie j I won’t be your fool, you ihan’t put a trick 
upon me, 

Scheherazade HopHiere, and next night refumed her 
fiory thus: 

The Hundred and Semnth Night* 

S IR, Schemfeddin Mohammed, when he heard Hump¬ 
back fpeak thus, thought he was raving, and bid 
him move, and Hand upon his kgs, I will- take care 
how I do that, (aid Hump-back, unlefs the fun be rifen. 
Know, Sir, that when I came hither laft night, on a 
fudden a black cat appeared to me, and in an inftant 
grew as big as a buffalo* I have not forgot what he 
faid to me, therefore you may go about your bufinefs* 
and leave me here. The vizier, instead of going away, 
took him by the heels, and made him get up. Then 
Hump-back ran off as faftas he could, without looking 
behind him ; and coming ro the palace preferred himfelf 
to the fultao, who laughed heartily when he told him 
the Rory bow the genie had ferved him, 

Schemfeddin Mohammed returned co his daughter 3 * 
chamber, more attornfired than before. Well then, my 
abufed daughter, faid he, can you give me no farther 
light into this matter? Sir, laid Ihe, 1 can give you no 
other account, than what I have done already. Here 
arc my hufband’s clothes, which he left upon the caairj 
perhaps you may find io me what there that mav loive your 
doubt' f hen the Ibewed him Bedreddin’s turban, which, 
he toot and examined narrowly on all dies* I flmutd 
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rake this to be a vizier's turban, 
* The t&utn of Mouf- jf it were not made after the. 
fouluinMefapstumia* Moufloill # iafhion. But per- 
^4/// over- againf old ce i v i n g fa me wh at to be fe w e d 
Mimweb* between the ituffand the lining, 

he called forlciffars, and having 
unvipt it, found the paper which Nourreddiu Ali gave 
Bedrejjdm his fan as he was dying, and which he had 
put into his turban for more fecurky* 

Sehemfeddin Mohammed having opened the paper, 
knew his brother NourreddiiVs hand, and found this 
fuperfcriptioa, For rby fon Bedreddin Haffan. Before he 
could make any reflewioiifi upon it, his daughter deli¬ 
vered him the bag, that lay under his clothes, which 
he like wife opened, and found it full of fequins ; fori 
as I told yon before, notwithftandiug all the liberality 
of Bedrcddin, it was kill kept full by the genie, and 
fairy* He read thefe following words upon a note in 
the bag, A thoufand fequins belonging to Ifaac the Jew* 
And there lines underneath, which the Jew wrote before 
he parted from Bedreddin Haffan, * Delivered to Bedred- 

* dirt Haffan, for the cargo of the hrll of thofe ftrips 

* that formerly belonged to Nourreddin AliMs father, 

* of worthy memory, fold unto me upon its arrival in 

* this place.' He had fcarce read thefe words, when he 
gave a fhout, and fainted away. 

Scheherazade gave over here, and next night began 
again thus : 

The Hundred and Eighth Night, 

S I R, the vizier Sehemfeddin Mohammed being re¬ 
covered from his lit by the help of his daughter, 
and the women fhe called to her aiMance ; Daughter 
(faid he) do^ not frighten yourfelf ac this accident, the 
rcafon of it is fuch as you can fcarcely believe. Your 
bridegroom is your coufin, the fon ofNourreddin Ali. 
The thouiand tequins in the bag puts mein mind of a 
quarrel 1 had with my dear brother, Ms without doubt 
the dowry he gives you. God be praifed for all 
things, and particularly for this miraculous adventure, 
which dcmonlt rates his almighty power* Then looking 

agaia 
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again upon his brother's writing, he kiffcd it fever34 
times, Ihedding abundance of tears. 

He looked over the book from one end to t’other, 
where he found the date of his brother’s arrival at Bai- 
fbra, of his marriage, and of the birth of Bcdreddm 
Haflan ; and when he compared the fame with the day 
of his own marriage, and the birth of Ins daughter 
at Cairo, he admired how every thing did agree fo 
exactly. 

The happy difeovery pnt him into fuch a tranfport 
of joy, that he took up the book, with the ticket of 
the bag, and (tewed n to the fukan, who pardoned 
vfhat was pad, and was fo much pleafed with the re¬ 
lation of this adventure, that he caufcd it with all hs 
circum fiances to be put m writing for the ufe of 
pofterity. 

Mean wbilr the vizier Scherafeddin Mohammed could 
not comprehend the reafon why his nephew did not 
appear ; he expe&ed him every momenti and was hn~ 
patient to have him in his arms* After he had ex- 
petted him feven days in vain, he fearched for him 
through all Cairo, but could hear no news of him, 
which perplexed him very much. This is the flrangeft 
adventure, faid he, that ever man met with. And not 
knowing what alteration might happen, bethought fit 
to draw up in writing with his own hand, after what 
manner the wedding had been folemnized; how the 
hall and his daughter’s bed-chamber was furniihed, and 
other circunillances, He like wife made the turban, the 
bag, and the reft of Bedreddin’s things into a bundle, 
and locked them up- 

The lultanefs flopped here, and next night purfued 
her difeourfe thus : 

The Hundred and Ninth Night. 

S IR, after fome days were pafl, the vizier’s daughter 
perceived herfelfwith child, and was brought to 
bed of a fan alter nine months. A nurfe was provided 
for the child, be Tides other 

women and (laves to wait upon # This word in Jr a - 
hi in ; and his grandfather call- bick t figmjies wonderful* 
ed him Agib t * 
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When young Agib had attained the age orfeyen, the 
vizier, inftead of teaching him to read at home, put him 
to fchcol with a mailer who was in great efteem ; and 
two Haves w'Gre ordered to wait upon him, Agib ufed 
to play with his fchdol-fellows, and as they were all in¬ 
ferior to him in quality, they [hewed him great refpedl, 
according to the example of their matter, who many 
times would pafs by faults in him that he would not pals' 
by In the reft. This complaifance Ipoiled Agib, fa 
that-he became proud and info lent, would have his play¬ 
fellows bear all of him, and would bear nothing from 
them, but be matter everywhere; and if any one took 
the liberty to thwart him, he would call them a thoufaud 
names, and many times beat them. 

In ftion, all the fcholars were weary of his company, 
Sind complained of him to their mailer. Heanfwered, 
That they jnuft have patience. But when he faw that 
Agib ftiil grew more and more imoienr, and 
him a great deal of trouble, Children, faid he to hit 
fcholars, I find Agib is a little infclent gentleman ; I 
will fhewyou a way how to mortify him, fo as he fhall 
mever torment you any more. Nay, I believe it will 
make Kim leave the ichooL When becomes again to¬ 
morrow, and that you have a mind to play together, fefc 
yonrfelves round him, and do one of you call out, Come 
let us play, but upon condition, that they who defire to 
plav JhaJl tell his own name, and the names of his father 
anu mother; and they who refufe it, fhalJ be efteemed 
ba Hards, and not fullered to play in our company* 
Next day when they were gathered together, they 
failed not to follow their mailer's in [{ructions; they 
placed themfelves round Agib, and one of them called 
out. Let us begin a ,play, baton condition, that he who 
cannot tell his own name, and that of his father and 
mother, tKall not play at all. They ail cried out, and 
fo did Agib, we confent to it. Then he thatfpoke firft 
aiked every one the queftion, and all fu filled the con¬ 
dition except Agib, Vvho anfwered, My name is Agib, 
my mother is called the lady of beauty , and ray father 
Schemfeddin Mohammed, vizier to the fultam 

At ti*efe words all the children cried out, Agib* What 
do you fay r That's not the name of your father, but 

youx 
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your grandfather, A curfe on you, faid he in a pafTion, 
What 1 dare you fay that the vizier Schemfeddin Mo¬ 
hammed is not my father? No, no, cried they with 
great laughter, he is but your grandfather, and you 
fhall not play with us. Nay, we will take care how we 
come into your company. Having fpoken thus, they all 
left him, fcoffinghitn, and laughing among themfelves, 
which mortified Agib fo much, that he wept. 

This fchoohmailer who was near, and heard all that 
palled, camejuii at the nick of time, and fpeaking to 
A gib, fays he, Agib, do not you know that the vizier 
Schemfeddin Mohammed is none of your father, but 
your grandfather, and the father of your mother, the 
lady of,beauty f We know not the name of your father - 
no more than you do* We only know that the fultarv 
was going to man y your mother to one of his grooms*, 
a hump-back fellow ; but a genie lay with her. This 
is hard upon you, and ought to teach you to treat your 
fchool-fellows with lefs haughrinefs than you have done 
hitherto. 

Here Scheherazade flopped, but next night refumed 
her difeourfe thus ; 


The Hundred and Tenth Night. 

S T R, little Agib being nettled at this, ran bailiff out 
of the fchool, and went home crying. He came 
flraight to his mother's chamber, who being alarmed to 
fee him thus grieved, afked him the reafon ? He could 
not anfwer for tears, his grief was fo great, and it was 
but now and then he could {peak plain enough to re-, 
peat what had been faid to him, and occafioned his 
lbrrow. 

When he came tohimfelf. Mother, (faid he) for the 
Jove of God be pleafed to tell me wh* is my father ? 
My fon,(faid the) Schemfeddin Mohammed, that every 
day makes fo much of you, is your father t You dtp 
not tell me truth (faid he) he is your father, and none 
of mine. But whole ion am 1 f At this queilion, the 
lady of beauty calling to mind her wedding-night, 
which had been fucceedcd by a long widowhood, began 
to Died tears, repining bitterly at the !ofs of fo lovely a 
huihand as Bedreddin, 
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Whilft the lady of beauty and Agib were both weep- 
Ing, in comes the vizier, who demanded the reafon of 
their iorrow, The lady told him the fliame Agib had 
undergone at fchool, which did fo much affect the vizier 
that he joined his tears with theirs, and judging from 
this, that the misfortune which had happened to his 
daughter, was the common difeourfe of me town, he 
was quite out of patience* 

Being thus afflifted, he went to the fultan’s palace, 
and tailing proiirate at his feet, moll humbly prayed 
him to give him leave to make a journey into the pro¬ 
vinces of the Levant, and particularly to Balfora, in 
fearch of his nephew Bedreddin Kaftan. For he could 
not bear any longer, that the people of the city fhould 
believe a genie had got his daughter with child. 

The luhan was much concerned at the vizier’s afflic¬ 
tion, approved his re fo hit son, and gave him leave to go. 
He caihed a paftport alfo to be written for him, praying, 
an the rno/t obliging terms that could be, all kings and 
princes, in whole dominions the laid Bedreddin might 
fojourn, to grant that the vuier might bring him along 
with him* 

Schemleddin Mohammed, not knowing how to ex¬ 
press his thankfulnefs to the fultan for this favour, 
thought it his duty to fall down before him a iecond 
time, and the floods of tears he fhed gave him fuffkient 
teftimony of his gratitude. At fall, having wifhed the 
fukan all manner of profperky, he took his leave and 
went home to his houle, where he difpofed everything 
for his journey ; and the preparations for it were carried 
on with lb much diligence, that in four days after/ he 
left the city, accompanied with his daughter, the lady 
ofbeaury, and his grandfon Agib, 

Scheherazade perceiving day, flopped : And the ful¬ 
tan of the Indies got up, extremely pieafed with the ful- 
tanefs’s diicourfe, and refolved to hear it to the end. 
Scheherazade fatisfied his curiofiry the nigh; following, 
thus: 
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*The Hundred and Eleventh Night* 

S IR, the grand vizier Giafar continuing hisdifcourfe 
to the caliph Haroun Alrafchid, proceeded thus : 
Schemfeddin Mohammed fet out for DamaYcus with his 
daughter the beautiful lady, and Agib his grand-child. 
They travelled nineteen days without Hopping any 
where ; but on the twentieth, arriving in a very pleafant 
mead, at a fmall diilance from the gate of Damafcus, 
they Hopped there, and pitched their tents upon the 
banks of a river that runs thro* the town, and gives a 
very agreeable profpedi to its neighbourhood. 

The vizierSehemfeddinMohammed declared hewould 
Hay in that pleafant place two days, and purfue his jour¬ 
ney on the third* In the mean time he gave leave ta 
his retinue to go to Damafcus : And almoft all of them 
made ufe of it : Some indue need by curiofity to fee a 
city they had heard fo much of, and others by the op¬ 
portunity of vending _there the Egyptian goods they 
had bropght with them, or buying ihifFs, and the rari¬ 
ties ohehe country, The beautiful lady defiring her 
ion Agib might (hate in the fatisfa&i on of viewing that 
celebrated city, ordered the black eunuch that afted in 
the quality of his governor, to conduct him thither, 
and take care he came to no harm. 

Agib, in magnificent apparel, went along with the 
eunuch, who had a large cane in his hand* i hey had 
no loaner entered the city, than Agib* fair and glorious 
as the day, attracted the eyes of the people. Some got 
out of their houfes to gain a nearer and narrower view 
of him 1 others put their heads out of the windows, and 
thofe who palled along the Hreet* were nor fatisfied in 
Hopping to look upon him ; but kept pace with him, 
to prolong the pleafure of the agreeable light : In fine, 
there was nobody chat did not admire him, and be¬ 
queath a thoufand benedictions to the father and the 
mother that had given being to fo fine a child. By 
chance tne eunuch and he patted by the ftiop where 
Bedreddin Haffan was, and there the crowd was lb 
great, that they were forced to halt. 
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The paftry-cogk, that had adopted Bedreddin Haffan* 
had died lo me years before* and left Mm his ftiop and all 
his eftate, So Bedreddin became mailer of the (hop* 
and managed the paftry trade fo dexteroufly, that he 
gained great reputation in Damafcus. Bedreddin feeing 
ib great a crowd before his door, that were gazing fo 
attentively upon Agib and the black eunuch* ftepped 
out to fee them himfelf. 

This faid, Scheherazade perceived it was day* and fo 
was filent: Opon which Schahriar rofe impatient to 
know what fhould pafs between Agib and Bedreddin* 
Towards the end of the next night, the Sukanefs fatk- 
fied his impatience, in reluming thelloryas follows; 

*The Hundred and *1 twelfth Night m 


B Edreddin HalTan, continued the vizier Giafar, 
having call his eyes particularly upon Agib* pre- 
fently found himfelf moved, he knew not how, nor for 
what. He was not flniek like the people with the 
fhining beauty of the boy ; ? twas another caufe un¬ 
known tohim, that gave rife to the trouble and com¬ 
motion he was in* *Twa# the fpring and force of the 
blood that worked in this tender father; who laying 
afide all bufinefs, made up to Agib, and with an en¬ 
gaging air, faid to him: My little lord, who has won 
my foul, be Ib kind as to come into my ihop, and eat 
a bit offuch fare as i have ; that during that time i 
may have the pleafure of admiring you at my cafe* 
Thefe words he pronounced with fuch tendernd’s, that 
tears trickled from his eyes. Little Agib was moved 
when he (aw it, and turning to the eunuch, Thhhoneft 
man (faye he) has a face that pjeafes me i he (peaks in* 
fuch an afte&ionate manner, that I can’t avoid com¬ 
plying with what he afles; let’s ftep into thishoufe, and 
tafte his paftry. Ay, in my troth, (replied the Have) 
5 twould be a fine thing to fee the fon of a vizier, like 
you, go into a paftry (hop to eat; do not you imagine 
that I’ll fuller any fuch thing* Alas? My little lord, 
(cried Bedreddin) *m a flaming piece of cruelty to truft 
your conduct in the hands of a per fon that treats you 
fo harftily. Then applying himfelf to tke eunuch* My 


Entertainments. 501 

good friend, (continued he,} pray do not hinder this 
young lord to grant me the "favour I'alk; do not put 
that piece of mortification upon me: rather do me the 
honour to walk in along with him, and by fo doing* 
you'll give the world to know, that, though your out- 
fide U brown like a ehefnut, your infide is as white as 
his : Do yon know, (continued he,) that 1 am mafter 
of the fee ret to make you white, in dead of being black 
as you are? This let the eunuch a laughing, and then 
lie afked Bcdreddin what that fecret was ? I'll tell 
you, replied Eedreddin, and fo he repeated lbme verfes 
in praife of black eunuchs, implying, that 'twas by 
their miniilry that the honour of princes, and of all 
great men was infured* The eunuch was fo charmed 
with thefe verfes, that, without further hefitation, he 
fufibred Agib to go into the Ihop, and went in with him 
himfelf 

Bcdreddin Haifan was overjoyed, in having obtained 
what he had fo paflionately defired, and falling about 
the work he had thus difeontinued, I was a making* 
faid he, cream-tarts; and you mull, with fubmiflion* 
eat of 'em ; 1 am perfuaded you'll find them very good; 
for my own mother, who makes them incomparably 
well, taught me to make them, and the people feud to 
buy them of me from all quarters of the town* This 
faid, he took a cream-tart out of the oven, and after 
ft re wing upon it fome pomegranate kernels and fugar, 
fet it before A’gib, who found it very delicious* 

Another was ferved up to the eunuch, and he gav$ 
the fame judgement* 

While they were both eating, Bcdreddin Ha flan 
minded Agib very attentively; and after looking upon 
him again and again, it came into his mind that for 
any thing he knew, he might have fuch a fon by his 
charming wife, from whom he had been fo footi and 
fo cruelly feparated; and the very thought drew tears 
from his eyes. He was chinking to have put fome 
queftions to little Agib about his journey to Damafcus; 
but the child had no time to gratify his curiofity, for 
that the eunuch preflrng him to return to his grand¬ 
father's tents, took him away as foon as he had done 
eating* Bcdreddin H&flan, not contented with looking 
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after him, fhtft up his ihop immediately, and went after 
lum. 

When Sheherazade came to this period, (he perceived 
day. and difcontinued he; llory. Then Schahriarrofe, 
reiolving to hear the iloty out, and to fuffer the Sul- 
tanefs to live till Ihe had made an end of it. 

The Hundred and Thirteenth Night* 

N EXT morning, before day-break, Dinarzade 
awaked her filter, who went on as follows: Bed- 
redd in Haffan, conti rmed the vizier Giafar, ran after 
.Agib and the eunuch, and overtook them before they 
were got to the gate of the city. The eunuch perceiv¬ 
ing he followed them, was extremely furprized; You 
impertinent fellow, you, laid he, with an angry tone, 
what do you want? My dear friend, replied Bedreddin, 
do not you trouble yourfelf; 1 have a little bulinefs out 
of town, that’s jull come into my head, and I moil 
needs go and look after it. However, this anfwer did 
not at all appeafe the eunuch, who turning to Aglb, 
faid. This is all along of you, 1 fore faw 1 fhould repent 
I of my compiailance ; you would needs go into the 
man’s ihop ; it was not wifely done in me to give you 
leave. Perhaps, replied A gib, he has real buftnefs out 
of town, and the road is free to every body. While 
this pafled, they kept walking together, without look¬ 
ing behind them, iiJi they came near the vizier’s tents, 
upon which they turned about to fee if Bedreddin fol¬ 
lowed them. Agib, perceiving he was within two paces 
of him, reddened and whitened alternately, according 
to the dive is motions that a defied him. He was afraid' 
the grand vizier, his grandfather, Ihcndd come to 
know he bad been in the pajlry ihop, and nad eat there. 
In this dread, he took up a pretty big ftone that lay 
at his foot, and throwing it at Bedreddin Kaftan, hit 
him in the forehead, which gave him fuch a wound, 
that his tace was covered with blood. Then he took to 
his heels, and ran under the-eunuch’s tent. The eu¬ 
nuch gave Bedreddin to under Hand, he had no reafon 
to complain of amifchance, that he had merited and 
brought upon hindelf. 


Bedreddin 
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Bedreddin turned towards the city, Haunch ing the 
blood of this wound with his apron, which he had not 
put off : I was a fool, faid he within himfclf, for leaving 
my houfe, to take fo much pains about this brat; for 
doubtlefs he would never have uled me after this man¬ 
ner, if he had not thought I had fonve fatal deiign 
againil him* When he got home, he had his wound 
dreffed, and foftened the ienfe of his mifchance, by the 
reflection that there was an infinite number of people 
upon the earth, that were yet more unfortunate than he. 
Day peeping in, obliged the Sukanefs to filence, and 
Schahnar got up, pitying Bedreddin, and impatient to 
know the icquei of the ftory. 

The Hundred and Fourteenth Night, 

T Owards the clofe of the enfuing night, Schehe¬ 
razade, addreffed herfelf to the fultan of the In¬ 
dies, purfued her ftory as follows: Sir, tne grand vizier 
Giafar continuing the flory of Bedreddin Haffan, Bed- 
xeddin, faid he, kept on rhe paftry-trade at Damafcus, 
andhia uncle Schemfedd in Mohammed went from thence 
three days after his arrival* He went by way ofEmaus* 
Han ah, and Halcp; then crofted the Euphrates, and 
after palling thro’ Mardin, Monffoul, Singier, Diarbe- 
ker, and fcveral other towns, arrived at lait at Ballbra ; 
and immediately after his arrival defired audience of 
the fultan, who was nofooner informed of Schemfeddin’s 
quality than he gave him audience, received him very 
favourably, and aiked him the occafion of his journey 
to Ballbra* Sir, replied the vizier, Schemfeddin Moham¬ 
med, I tome to know what is become of the fon of 
Nourreddin Ali, my brother, who has had the honour 
to ferve your majefty. Nourreddin Ali, faid the fultan* 
has been dead a long while; as for his fon, all I can 
tell you of him is, that lie difappeared ail on a fudden, 
about two months after his father’s death, and nobody 
has feen him fince, notwithitanding all the enquiry X 
ordered to be made* But his mother, who is daughter 
of one of my viziers, is Hill alive* Schemfeddin Mo¬ 
hammed defired leave of the fultan to iee her, and carry 
her to Egypt; and having obtained his requeft, with¬ 
out tarrying till the next day for the fatiifaftvon of feeing 
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her, enquired after her place of abode, and that very 
hour went to her loufe, accompanied with his daughter 
and his grandfon 

The widow of Noureddin Alt lived Hill in the fame 
place, where herhufbandhad lived* *Twa$ a fine Hardy 
houfe, adorned with marble pillars; But Schemed- 
din did not Hop to view it* At his entry, he killed the 
gate, and the piece of marble upon which his brother's 
name ws ? written in letters of gold. He afked to fpeak 
with his ftHer-in-daw, and was told by herfervauts, that 
file was in a fmall edifice in the form of a dome, which 
they lhewed to him, in the middle of a very fpacious 
court. The matter was, this tender* mother ufed to 
fpend the greacell part of day and night in that room, 
which Hie had built for a reprefentatum of the tomb 
of Bedreddin Haifa n s whom fhe took to be dead after 
fb long abfence. Ac that very minute fhe was pouring 
tears over the thoughts of that dear child, and bchero- 
feddin Mohammed entering, found her buried in the 
laft affliction* 

He made his compliment, and after befeeching her to 
fufpend her tears and groans, gave her to know he had 
the honour to be her brother-in law, and acquainted her 
with the reafbn of his journey from Cairo to Balfora. 

Thefe words were no fooner fpoken than Schehera¬ 
zade dropped her ftory upon the approach of day ; but 
re fumed the thread of it next night in the following 
manner; 

fTbe Hundred and Fifteenth Night* 

S Chcmfeddin Mohammed, continued the vizier Gia- 
far, after acquainting his fiiter-in*law with all that 
patted at Cairo on his daughter^ wedding-night, after 
informing her of the furprizal oceafroned by the difeo- 
very of the paper fewed up in Bed redding turban, pre- 
fenced to her A gib and the beautiful lady. 

The widow of Noureddin Ali, who had flill continued 
fitting like a woman moped, and weaned from the 
affairs of this world, no fooner underttood by his dif- 
courfe that her dear fon, whom (he lamented fobitterly, 
might ft ill be alive ^than fhe arofe* and with repeated- 

hugs 
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hugs embraced the beautiful lady, and her grand child 
Agib ; and perceiving in the youth the features of 
Bedreddin, Ihed tears of a quite different ftamp from 
what Hie had been fo long accudomed to Jbech She 
could not forbear killing the youth, who, for his part 
received her embraces with all the demon ft ration 5 or 
joy he was capable of. Madam, faid Schemfeddin Mo¬ 
hammed, it is time to wipe off your tears* and ceafe 
your groans; you mud think of going along with ns to 
Egypt, The fultan of Ealfora gives me leave to carry 
you thither, and 1 do not doubt but you’ll agree to it* 

1 am hopeful we fhall at laft find oat your fon, my 
nephew ; and if that comes to pafs, the hiftory of him, 
of you, of my own daughter, and of my own adventures, 
will deferve to be committed to writing, and fo tranf- 
mitted to pofterity* 

The widow of Noorreddin Ali heard this propofal with 
oleafure,- and from that very minute ordered the prepa¬ 
rations to be made for her departure* While that wat 
a doing, Schemfeddin Mohammed defired a lecond 
audience, and after taking leave of the fultan, who 
ufed him with arpple marks of refpeft, and gave him a 
considerable prefent for himfelf, and another of great 
value for the fultan of Egypt, fet out from Balfora for 
the city of Damalcus, 

When he arrived in the neighbourhood of Damafcus, 
he ordered his tents to be pitched without the gate, ac 
whichfhe defigned to enter the city; and gave out he 
would tarry there three days, to give his equipage reft, 
and buy up the beft euriofitiea he could meet with, and 
fuch as were worthy of being prefented to the fultan of 
Egypt. 

"While he was employed ialooking upon and picking 
out the fineft Huffs, that the principal merchants had 
brought to his tents, Agib begged the black eunuch 
his governour to carry him through the city, in order to 
fee what he had not leifure to view as he palled before ; 
and to know what was become of the paltry ■ cook that 
he had wounded with a Hone. The eunuch complying 
with his requeft,*wem along with him towards the city, 
after leave obtained of the beautiful lady his mother* 

They entered Damafctis by the paradife-gate, wnich lay 

next 


* That is of the ca¬ 
liphs that rejig tied after 
the four fir ft face effort of 
jMahofftetf and were jo 
named from one of their 
aticefiort; *whofe name 

ivas Otamtam. 

+ This prayer is al- 
*ways Jaid t*tvo hours and 
m half Before j un-jet. 
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vtxt to the tents of the vizier SchemfeddinMoh^mmeef* 
They walked through the great flares and the publkk 
places where the riche ft goods were fold, and took a 
view of the antieni mofque of die * Gmmiada:, at the 

hour of prayer, between 1100 a 
and f funfet. After that they 
had patted by the fhop of Bed- 
redd in Haffan, whom they 
found ilill employed in mak¬ 
ing cream-urts; Ifaltitc you,. 
Sir, lays Agib. Do you know 
rne ? Do you remember you 
ever faw me before ? Bed red- 
din, hearing thefe words, ca£t 
his eyes upon him, and know¬ 
ing him, (oh the furprizing 
ettfe^ of paternal love!) found the fame emotion within 
himielf, as when 3W f&w him firft of all; he was con* 
fufed upon the matter, and inilead of making an anfwefc* 
continued a long time without uttering one word. But 
after all, recalling hia wits. My little lord, faid he, be 
fo kind as to come once more with your governor into 
my hoiife, and tafle a cream tart, I beg your lordfhip’a 
pardon, for the trouble I gave y'ouin following you out 
or town, 1 was at that time not rnyfelf, I did not know 
_what Idid, You dragged me after you, and the violence 
or the pull was fo fore, that I could not witkllaad it, 
Scheherazade, obferving the approaching day, ftopt 
here; and the next night refumed her difeourfe to tho 
following purpofe : 

*1 be Hundred and Sixteenth Night. 

A GIB, continued the vizier GI afar, a (lorn/bed at 
what Bedreddm faid, replied thus: There’s an 
cxcefs in the kindnefs you exp refs, and unlefs you 
engage under oath not to follow me when I go from 
hence, 1 will nocenter into your houfe. If you give 
me your promife, and prove a man of your word* 1 3 II 
viftt you again to-morrow, fince the vizier my grand¬ 
father, is ilill employed in buying up things for a pre- 
&nt to the fultan of Egypt, My little lord, {replied 

Bcdreddin,^ 
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Bedreddin,) PII do whatever yon would have me to do* 
Tim (aid, Agib and the eunuch went into the fhop, 
Prefcntly after, Bedreddin fet before them a cream- 
tart, that was full as good as what they had eat of when 
they faw him before; Come, fays Agib, addreffing 
himfelf to Bedreddin,) fit down by me, and eat with 
us* Bedreddin fat down, and made offers to embrace 
Agib, as a teflimony of the joy he conceived upon his 
fitting by him, But Agib fhoved him off; defiling him 
to be eafy, not to run his friendfhip too clofe, and to 
content himfelf with feeing and entertaining hini. Bed¬ 
reddin obeyed, and fell a finging a fang ; the words of 
which he compofed off-hand, in praiie of Agib: He 
did not eat, but made it his bufmpfs toferve hisguefts* 
When they had done eating, he 

brought them water to # wafh * The Mahometans 
with, and a very white napkin having a cuftom of 
to wipe their hands* Then he msajhing their hands 
filled a large china cup with five times a day* when 
fherbet, and put f fnow into it; they goto prayers* they 
and offering to Agib, This, faid reckon they ba*ue no oc - 
he, is fherbet of roles ; and the cajion to *wajb before 
pleafanteft you will meet with eating t but they always 
all the town over; I am fure <wajh after eating , he- 
you never tailed better* Agib caufr they eat without 
having drank of it with pleaiure, forks. 

Bedreddin HafTan took the cup f This is done all tit 

from him, and prefented it to Levant over,formal 
the eunuch, who drank it all off ing their drink cooL 
at one pnJL 

In fine, Agib, and his governor, having fared well,, 
returned thanks to the pailry-cook for their good enter¬ 
tainment, and moved homewards, it being then latiih* 
When they arriyedauhe tents of Schemfeddin Moham¬ 
med, they repaired immediately to the lady's tent, 
Agib's grand-mother received him with transports of 
joy : Her fon Bedreddin ran always in her mind, and 
in embracing Agib, the remembrance of him drew tears 
from her eyes. Ah my child 1 faid he, my joy would bo 
perfect, if I had the pleafure of embracing your father 
Bedreddin Haflan, as I now embrace you. Then fit^ 
ting down to fupper, ihe made Agib fit by iier, and 

put 
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put feveral queilions to him, relating to the walk he 
had been taking along with the eumich ; and, com¬ 
plained of Ids ferry ilomach, gave him a piece of 
cream-tart, which die had made for herfelf, and was 
indeed very good ; for, I told you before, that fhe could 
make them better than the bell pakry-cooks* She like- 
wife gave foine to the eumich ; but both of them had 
cat fo heartily at Bedrcddin's houfe, that they could not 
tafte a bit. 

Here approaching day put a dap to Scheherazade*® 
£lory for this night; but towards the dole of the next, 
fhe refumed it in the following terms : 

7/js Hundred and Se venteenth Night* 

fk GIB no fooner touched the piece of cream-tart 
that iiad been fet before him, than he pretended 
he did not Hke it, and left it 

* The Mahometans uncut ; and Schabah * (fuch 
givs this name gene- was the eunuch's name) did the 
rally to the Hack tu - fame thing* The widow of 
nuebs * Nourreddin Ali ohfcived with 

regret that her grandion did 
not like the tart; What! fays fhe, does my child thua 
defpife the work of my hands; belt known to you, 
no one in the world can make fuch cream- tarts, befldes 
myfelf and your father Bedreddin Haifan, whom 1 my- 
felt caught to make them. My good mother* replied 
Agib, give me leave to tell you, if you do not know 
how to make better, there's a paflry-cook, in this town 
that goes beyond you in that point. Wc were at his 
fhop but now, and eat of one that is much better than 
your's* 

I his faid, the grand-mother, frowning upon the eu¬ 
nuch, How now, Sdiaban, (laid fhe,) was uie care of 
my grand-chili committed to you, to carry him to eat 
at paltry-ihops Hke a beggar ? Madam, replied the 
eunuch, ’tis true, we did llop a little while and talked 
with the paftry-cook, but we did not eat with him. 
Pardon me, fays Agib, we went into his lhop, and 
there eat a cream-tare. Upon this, the lady more in- 
cenfcd againft the eunuch than before, rofe in a painont 

from 
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from the table, and running to the tent of Schernfeddm 
Mohammed* informed him of the eunuch’s crime ; and 
that in fuch terms, as tended more to inflame the vizier, 
than to difpofe him to excule it* 

Schemfeddia.Mohammed, who was naturally pafflo- 
nate* did not failon^thisoccafion to difplay his anger. He 
went forthwith to his fifter-in-law's tent, and making up 
to the eunuch * What 1 lays he, you pitiful wretch, have 
you the impudence to abufe the trail 1 repofe in you ? 
Schaban, enough /efficiently convi&ed by A gib’s tefti- 
mony* denied the fad flail- But the child per filing in 
what he had affirmed. Grand-father* fa id he* I can af- 
fure you we not only cat* but we eat both of us fo hear¬ 
tily, that we have no oceahon for (upper : Beftdes the 
paltry-cook treated us alio with a great bowl of fherbet. 
Well, cried Schernfeddm * turning to Schaban* after all 
this, will you continue to deny that you entered die paf- 
try’s-crook's houie* and eat there ? Schaban had Hill the 
impudence to (wear it was not true- Then you’re a liar, 
faid the vizier*! believe my grand-child before I believe 
yonT'b’^t after all* fays he, it you can eat up this cream- 
tart that’s upon the table* I Shall beperfuaded you have 
truth on your fide. 

Though Schabanhad crammed himfelf up to the throat 
before, he agreed to /Land that celt* and accordingly 
took a piece of tart; but his Aomach rifmg againfl it* 
he was obliged to fpk it out of his mouth. "Yet he flill 
purfued the lie, and pretended he had over-eat himielf 
the day before* fo that his flcmach was not come to him. 
The vizier, irritated with all the eunuch’s frivolous pre¬ 
tences, and convinced of his guilt* ordered him to lie 
flat upon the ground* and to be fotmdly baflinadoed. In 
undergoing tnis punifhment, the poor wretch icreeked 
out prodigiously, and at la ft con felled the truth ; lown, 
cries <he, that we did eat a cream-tart at the paflry- 
cook’s* and that it was much better than that upon the 
tabic. 

The widow of Nourreddin Ali thought it was out of 
fpite to her* and with a deiign to mortify her, that Scha- 
ban commended thepallry-cook’s tart; and accordingly 
faid, I can’t believe the cook’s tarts are better than 
mine ; I am relolved to latisty myfelf upon that head. 

Where 
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Where does he live ? Go immediately and buy me one 
of his tarts* The eunuch having received of her what 
money was fuJficient for that purpofe, repaired to Bed- 
reddin^ftiop, andaddreffing himfelftoBedrcddin,Good 
Mr* Paffry-cook, fays he, take this money here, and 
let me have one of your cream-tarts; one of our ladies 
wants to tafte them- Bedreddin chofe one of the belt, 
and gave it to the eunuch ; Take this, fays he, I'll en¬ 
gage J tis an excellent one, and I can allure you that no 
perfon is able to make the like, unleis it be my mother, 
who perhaps is kill alive, 

Schaban returned fpeedily to the tents, and gave the 
tart to Nourred din’s widow, and (he fnatchlng it greedily, 
broke a piece off; but no (boner put it to to her mouth, 
than fbe cried out and fwooned away. Schemfeddifi 
Mohammed, who was prefent, was extremely furprized 
at the accident; he threw water himfelf upon her face, 
and was very adtive in fuccouring her. As foon as fhe 
came tc> herfelf. My God ! cried ihe, it muff needs be 
my Ton, my dear Bedreddin, that made this tart. 

Here day-light interrupted Scheherazade j and the 
Indian Sultan got up to fay his prayers, and go to the 
council. The next night the Sdltanefs purfued the fiery 
©/ Bedreddin Haflan in the following manner; 

The Hundred and Eighteenth Night, 

W HEN the vizier Schemfeddin Mohammed heard 
his ffffer-in-law fay, that the maker of the tart, 
brought by the eunuch muff needs beBedreddm Haifa tn 
he was overjoyed; but re£e£ting that his joy might 
prove groundleis, and in all likelihood the conjecture 
of Nourreddin’s widow was falfe. Madam, f&kl he, why 
are you of that mind ? Do yen think there may not be 
a paffry-cook in the world, that knows how to make 
cream-tarts as well as your (on I J own, replied Hie, 
there may be paftry-cooks that can make as good tarts 
as he; but forafmuch as 1 make them after a peculiar 
manner, and nobody but my lou is let into the fecret, 
it muff absolutely be he that made this. Come, my 
brother, added (he in a traniport, let’s call up mirth 
and joy ; we ha\e at laft found what we have been fc 

, long 
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long looking for. Madam, faid the vizier ip anfwer, 

I entreat you to moderate your impatience, for we (hall 
quickly knovv the bottom of it. All we have to do* 
is to bring the paftry-ccok hither 4 ; and then you and 
my daughter will readily difting&Ifh whether ’ris Bed- 
reddin or not. But you muft both be hid, fo as to have a 
view of Eedreddin while he cannot fee you ; fori would 
not have our interview and jpiitaa! difeovery laid at Da- 
male us. My defign is to delay the difeovery till we re¬ 
turn to Cairo, where 1 propofe to regale you with very 
agreeable diver lion. 

This faid, he left the ladies in their tent, and retired 
to his own ; where he called for fifty of his men, and 
faid to them ; Take each of you a flick in your hand?, 
and follow Schaban, who will conduft you to a pa Ary- 
cook’s in this city* When you arrive there, break and 
dalh in pieces all you find in the (hop : if he a Acs you 
why you commit that diforder, only alk him again if it 
was not he that made the cream-tart, that was brought 
from his houfe, If he fays he is the man, feize hi* 
perfon, feuer him, and bring him along with you ; but 
take care you do not beat him, nor do him the lealV 
harm* Go and iofe no n me * 

The vizier’s orders were immediately executed* The 
detachment, conduced by the black eunuch, went with 
expedition to Bedreddhv's houfe, and broke in pieces 
the plates, kettles, copper pans, tables, and all the 
other moveables and utcnfds they met with, and drown¬ 
ed the fiierbet-fhdp with cream and comfits, Bedreddin, 
aflonifhed at the fight, faid vvith a pitiful tone. Pray, 
good people, why do you ferve me fo ? What’s the mat¬ 
ter ? What have I done ? Was it not you, (faid they,} 
that fold this eunuch the cream-fart? Ves, (replied he,) 
f am the man : And who fays any thing again!! it? I 
defy any one to make a better. Inflead of giving him 
an anfwer, they continued to break all round them, and 
the oven itfelf was not fpared* 

In the mean time the neighbours took the alarm, 
and furprized to fee fifty armed men commit fudh a dis¬ 
order, a Iked the reafon of fuch violence ; and Bedreddin 
faid once more toche attors of it. Pray tell me what 
crime I am guilty of, to have deferved this ufage? 

Was 
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Was it not you, (replied they,) that made thecream- 
tart you fold to the eunuch ? Yes, yes, it ie I, j(replied 
Jie,)T maintain it is a good one* I do not defer ve fuch 
ufage as you give me. However, without liftefring to 
him, they fcized his perfon, and, fnatching the doth 
off his turban, tied his hands with it behind his back* 
and, after dragging him by force out of his ihop, 
marched off. 

The mob gathering, and taking companion of Bed- 
redd in, took his part, and offered op petition to Schem- 
feddin’s men; but that very minute up came fome offi¬ 
cers from the governor of the city, who difperfed the 
people, and favoured the carrying off of Bedreddin; for 
Schcmfeddin Mohammed had in mean time gone to 
the governor's houfe to acquaint him with what order 
ho had given, and to demand the interpoGtion of force 
to favour the execution; and the governor, who com¬ 
manded all Syria in the name of the fultan of Egypt* 
tvas loth to refufe any thing to his mailer's vizier. 
So Bedreddin was carried off after all his cries and 
tears. 

Day appearing, Scheherazade could proceed ns fur¬ 
ther till next morning, then fhe went on as follows; 

*Tht Hundred end Nineteenth Night* 

S IB, the vizier Giafar continued his relation to the 
caliph in this manner, It was needlefs for Bed¬ 
reddin Haffan to afk by the way , thofe who carried him 
off, what fault had been found with his cream-tart : 
They gave him no anfwer. In fhort, they carried him 
to the tents, and made him flay there till Schemfeddiu 
Mohammed returned from the governor of Damafcdvs 
houfe* 

Upon the vizier’s return, Bedreddin Haffan was 
brought before him. My lord, (fays Bedreddin, with 
tears in his eyes) pray do me the favour to let me know 
wherein \ have dil pie a fed you. Why, you wretch you, 
{fays the vizier,) was it not you that made the cream-tart 
you lent me? I own I Etm the man, (replied Bedred¬ 
din,) but pray what crime is that? I will punHh you 
according to your defem, {laid Schemfeddin,) it rfiail 
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coft von vour life, for fending me fvtdv a foiry nr;. 
Good God 1 , cried Bedreddin, what news is this! Is it 
a capital crime to make a bad cream tart? Yes, faid 
the vifter, and you are to exped no other ufags from 
me. 


I 








While this interview lafted, the ladies, who were hid, 
minded Bedreddin narrowly, and readily knew him, 
notwithftanding he had been fo long abfent. They were 
fo traufported thereupon with joy, that they fwoonei 
away; and when they recovered, would fain have r.m 
up and fallen upon Bedreddin’s neck, but the promife 
they had made to the vifter of not dlfcovering them- 
felves, retrained the tender emotions of love and of 
nature. 

Schemfeddin Mohammed, having refolved to fet out 
that very night, ordered the tents to be ftruck, and the 
beceflary preparations to be made for his journey. And 
as for Bedreddin, he ordered him to be clapped into a 
cheft or box well locked, and laid on a camel. When 
every thing was got ready, the vifier and his retinue, be¬ 
gan their march, and travelled the reft of that night, and 
all the next day without hopping. In the evening they 
halted, and Bedreddih was taken out of his cage, in order 
to be ferved with theneceffary refreftnnems, but ftill care¬ 
fully kept at a diilance from his mother and his wife; and 
during the whole expedition, which lafted twenty days, 
was ferved in the fame manner. 

When they arrived at Cairo, they encamped in the 
neighbourhood of that place; Schemfeddin called for 
Bedreddin, gave orders in his prefence, to a carpenter 
to fee for fome wood with all expedition, and make a 
flake. Hey day, fays Bedreddin, what do you mean 
to do with a ftake? Why, to nail you to it, replied 
Schemfeddin, then to have you carried through all the 
quarters of the town, that the people may have the fpec- 
tacle of a worthlefs paftry-cook, who makes cream tarts 
without pepper. This laid, Bedreddin cried out fo co¬ 
mically, that Schemfeddin had enough to do to keep his 
countenance : Good God ! cried he, muft i fuffer a death, 
as cruel as it is ignominious, for not putting pepper in a 
cream-tart ? 


1 \ 
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At this period, Scheherazade ftopt upon the approach 
of day : and Scha briar rofe, laughing at Bedreddin's 
fright, and curious to know the fequel of the ftory, 
which the fultanefs purfued next night before day, as. 
follows: 

The Hundred and Twentieth Night * 

S IR, the caliph Haroun Alrafchid, notwith(landing 
his gravity, could not forbear laughing, when the 
vifier Giafar told him, that Schemfeddin Mohammed 
threatened to put to death Bedreddin, for not putting 
pepper into the cream-tart he had fold to Schaban. 
How, faid Bedreddin, mult I be rifled, and have all my 
goods in my houfe broken to pieces; mu ft I be imprifoned 
In a cheft, and at lalt nailed to a ftake, and all for not 
putting pepper in a cream-tart? Good God! whp ever 
heard of fuch a thing? Arc thefc the aft ions of mufTuU 
men, of perfons that make a profusion of probity and 
juftice, and praftife all manner of good works? With 
thefe words he fhed tears, and then renewing his com¬ 
plaint ; No, continued he, never was man ufed fo un- 
juftly, nor fo feverely. 1$ it poffible they Jhouldbe ca¬ 
pable of taking a man’s life for not putting pepper in 
a cream-tart? Curfed be all cream-tarts, as well as the 
hour in which I was born ! Would to God I had died 
that minute. 

Difconfolate Bedrecldin did not ceafe to fpm out his la¬ 
mentations ; and when the Hake was brought, and the 
nails to nail him to it, he cried out bitterly at the horrid 
fight* Heaven! faid he, can you fufFer me to die an 
ignominious and painful death ? And all this, for what 
crime ? ’Tis not lor robbery or murder, or renouncing my 
religion, but for not putting pepper in a cream-tarr. 
Night being then pretty far advanced, the viiier 
Schemfeddin Mohammed, ordered Bedreddin to be clap¬ 
ped up again in his cage, faying to him, Stay there till 
to-morrow; the day ihall not be fpent before I give or¬ 
ders for your death. Then the cheft or cage was carried 
away and laid upon the camel that had brought it from 
Damafcus; At the fame time all the other cam eh were 

loaded 
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loaded again; and the vifier mounting lus horfe, ordered 
the camel that carried his nephew to march before him, 
and fo entered the city, with all his equipage at his back. 
After palling through feveral ftreets, where no body ap¬ 
peared, every ons being in bed, he arrived at his houie, 
where he ordered the cheft to be taken down, but not 
opened till farther orders. 

While his retinue were unlading the other camels, he 
took Bedreddin’s mother and his daughter afide; and ad- 
drefted himfdf to the latter: God be praifed, faid he, 
my child, for this happy occafton of meeting your coufm 
and your hufband. You remember to be fare what order 
your chamber was in on your wedding night: Go and put 
l every thing in the very fame order they were then in; 
L and in the mean time, if your memory do not ferve you, 
I can fupply it by a written account, which I caufed to 
? be taken upon that occafton: As for what elfe is to be 
done, f will rake care of that. 

The beautiful lady went joyfully about her father’s 
orders ; and he at the fame time began to put the things 
■ in the hall in the fame order they were in when Bed- 
reddin HaiTan was there with tnc fnkan of Egypt’s hunch¬ 
backed groom. As he went over his manulcript, his 
domeflics placed every moveable accordingly. The 
throne was not forgot, nor yet the lighted wax-candlcs. 
When every thing was put 10 rights iu the hall, the vnier 
went into his daughter’s chamber, and put in their 
place Bed redd in’s clothes, with the purfe of fcquins. 
This done, he faid to the beautiful lady, Undrefs your- 
felf, my child, and go to bed. As foon as Bed red din 
enters your room, complain of his being from you fo long, 
and tell him, that when you awaked you were aftonifhed 
you did not find him by you. Prefs him to come to bed 
again ; and to-morrow morning you will divert your mo- 
the r-in-1 aw and me, in telling us what pafTes between you 
and him this night. 1 his faid, he went front his daugh¬ 
ter's apartment, and left her to undrefs herfelf and go to 
bed. 

Scheherazade wouId have gone on with her Rory, but 
approaching day obliged her to ditcominuc it. 
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The Hundred mid T^venty-frjl Night. 

^ IPOwards the dofe of the next night, the Sultan of the 

Jt Jr.dics, who was mighty impatient to know where 
the ftory of Eedreddin fhould end, awaked Scheherazade 
himfelf, and bid her go on with it; which accordingly 
fi*e did in the following terms : Schemfeddin Mohammed, 
fhld the vifier Giafar to the caliph, ordered ail his do- 
mefiics to depart the hall, excepting two or three, whom 
he ordered to Hay there. Thefe he commanded to go 
and take Eedreddin out of the cheft, to ilrip him to his 
fhtrt and drawers, to condudi him in that condition to the 
hall, to leave him there all alone, and to flint the door 
upon him. 

Eedreddin HafTan, though overwhelmed with grief ~ 
had been afleep all the while : infomuch that the Adheres 
domellics had taken him out of the cheii, and iHppedM 
birr, before he awaked, and carried him fo fuddenly 
into the hall, that they did not give him time to bethink 
hirrdcli where he was. When he found himfelf all alone 
in the hall, he looked round him, and the objefts of Ms 
fight recalling to his memory the circumffonces of his 
marriage, he perceived, with aftonifhment, that it was 
the fame hall, where hjp had feen the fultao’s groom of 
t! e ilshies. Id is forpnfe was Hill the greater, when ap- 
j*j packing foftly m the ceor of a chamber which he found 
t pen, he fpied within his own clothes in the fame place 
where he remembered to have left them on his wed ding- 
right. My Gcdl faid he, robbing his eyes, am I afieep 
or awake ? 

TIk beautiful lady, who in the mean time was divert¬ 
ing herfelf svith his afionifhment, opened the curtains 
cf her bed all on a fudden, and bending her head for¬ 
ward, My dear lord, faid fhe, with a lbft, tender air. 
What do you do at the door ? Prithee come to bed 
again! You have been out of bed a long time. I was 
firangely furprifed when I awaked, in not finding you 
by me. Eedreddin Haftatvs countenance changed, when 
he perceived that the kdy who fpoke to him, was that 
* charming perfon that he had lain with before> fo he 
entered the room, but calling up the thoughts of all 

that 
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that had patted for a ten years interval, and not being 
able to perfuade himfelf that it could all have happened 
in the compafs of one night, he went to the place 
where his clothes lay, and the purfe of fequins j and 
after examining them very carefully, By the living God, 
cried he, thefe are things that I can by no means com¬ 
prehend l The lady, who was pleafed to fee his confu- 
fion, faid. Once more, my lord, come to bed again ; 
what do you Hand at f Then he ftepped towards the bed, 
and faid to her. Pray madam, tell me, is it long fince 
I left you i The queftion, anfwered fhe, forprifes me 1 
Did not you rife from me but now ? Sure your thoughts 
are very bufy. Madam, replied Bedreddin, I do allure 
you my thoughts are not very eafy* I remember indeed 
to have been with you, but I remember at the fame 
time, that I have lived fince ten years at Damafcus. 
Now, if I was a&ually in bed with yon this night, I 
cannot have been from you fo long. Thefe two things 
are inconfiftent. Pray tell me what to think; whether 
my marriage with you is an iilufton, or whether my 
abfence from you is only a dream. Yes, my lord, (cried 
fbe) doubtlefs you were light-headed when you thought 
you were at Damafcus. Upon this Bedreddin laughed 
out heartily, and laid, What a comical fancy is this? I 
attune you, madam, this dream of mine will be very 
pleafant to you. Do but imagine, if you plcafe, that I 
was at the gate of Damafcus in my Hurt and drawers, as 
I am here now; that 1 entered the town with the hal¬ 
loo of a mob that followed and in fait ed me ; that I Bed 
to a paftry -cook’s, who adopted me, taught me his trade, 
and left me all he had when he died ; that after his 
death I kept a foop, In line, madam, I had an infinity 
of other adventures, too tedious to recount; and all f 
can fay, is, chat f twas not amifs that I awaked* for 
they were going to nail me to a (lake. Oh Lord ! and 
for what, cried the lady, feigning a Horn foment, would 
they have ufed you fo cruelly ? Sure you mu ft have 
committed fome enormous crime. Not in the ieaft, 
replied Bedreddin, it was for nothing in the world but a 
mere triBe, the moft ridiculous thing yon can think of. 
Alt die crime I was charged with, was felling a cream* 
jut that had no pepper in it. As fur that meter, Did 
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the beautiful lady, laughing heartily, I imift fay they did 
you great injnflice. Ah, madam, replied he, that was 
not all. For this curfed cream-tart was every thing in 
my fhop broke to pieces, myfclf bound and fettered, 
and flung into a cheJl, where 1 lay lb clofe, that methinks 
I am there /lill. In fine, a carpenter was lent for, and 
he was ordered to get ready a Hake for me: But, thanks 
be to God, all thofe things are no more than a dream* 

At this period the approach of day obliged Schehera¬ 
zade to Hop. Schahriar could not forbear laughing at 
Bed red din, for taking a real thing for a dream* I mull 
own, fa id he* this is a pkafant Hory, and 1 am perfuaded 
that to-morrow Schemfeddin Mohammed and his fiiter- 
in-law will be extremely pi cafe d with it* Sir, replied 
the Sukancfs* that I fhall have the honour to acquaint 
you with to-morrow, if you IbIFer me to live fo long. 
Upon that the iultan rofe without faying one word: But 
he had no mind to cut her head oif ciU he had heard the 
Hory out. 

The Hundred and Twenty fecund Night* 

S Cheherazade, waking before day, went on as follows: 

Sir, Bed red din was not cafy all night: He waked 
from time to time, and put the queftion to himfdf, 
whether he dreamed or was awake: He diftruiled hU 
felicity ; and to be fure whether it was true or not, 
opened the curtains, and looked round the room* I am 
not miftaken, fure, faid he ; this is the fame chamber 
where i enter’d in Head of the hunch-back’d groom of the 
Hables; and I am now in bed with the fair lady that 
was defigned for him* Day-light, which then appear¬ 
ed, had not yet difpelled his tmeafinefs, when the vifier 
Schemfeddin Mohammed, his uncle* knocked at the 
door, and at the fame time went in to bid him good- 
morrow. 

Bedreddln HafTan was extremely furprifed to fee* all 
on a fudden, a man that he knew fo well, and that now 
appeared with a quite different air from that with which 
he pro norm ced the terrible feme nee of death again ft him* 
Ah l cried Bedreddin, it was you that condemned me fo 
✓ unjuilly 
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unjuftly, to a manner of death, the thoughts of which 
make me fhrink ftill, and all for a cream-tart without 
pepper. The vifier fell a laughing, and to put him out 
of fufpcnfe, told him how, by the miniftry of a genius, 
(for Eoffu’s relation made him fufpect the adventure) 
he had been at his houfe, and had married his daughter 
inftead of the fukan's groom of the (tables; then he 
acquainted him that he had difeovered him to be his 
nephew by a book written by the hand of Noureddin 
Ali; and purfuant to that difeovery had gone from Cairo 
to Balfora in quell of him. My dear nephew, (added 
he, with embraces and all the marks of tendernefs) I 
afk your pardon for all 1 have made you undergo fince 
1 difeovered you. I had a mind to bring you to my 
houfe before 1 told you your happinefs, which ought 
now to be fo much the dearer to you, that it has coll 
you fo much perplexity and afHi£lion. ? To atone for all 
your afflictions, comfort yourfclf with the joy of being 
in the company of thofe who ought to be dcareft to you. 
While you are dreffmg yourfelf. I'll go and acquaint your 
mother, who is beyond meafure impatient to lee you; and 
will likewife bring your fcn to you, whom you faw at 
Damafcus, and for whom you Ihewed fo much affection, 
without knowing him. 

No words are of fuflicient energy to exprefs the joy 
of Bcdreddin, when he faw his mother and his fon 
Thefe three embraced, and ihewed all the tranfports that 
Jove and a moving tendernefs could infpire. The mother 
fpoke to Bedreddin in the molt moving terms ; flic men¬ 
tioned the grief Ihe had felt for his long abfence, and 
the tears fhe had fhed. little Ajib, inftead of flying his 
father’s embraces, as at Damafcus, received them with 
ail the marks of pleafure. And Bedreddin Haflhn, di- 
vided between two objea s fo worthy of his love, thought 
he could not give fufficient marks of his affection. 

While this paflbd at Schemfeddin Mohammed’s, the 
vifier was gone to the palace, to give the fultan an ac¬ 
count of the happy fuccefs of his voyage; and the fultan 
was fo charmed with the recital of the llory, that he or¬ 
dered it to be taken down in writing, and carefully pre- 
ferved among the archievcs of the kingdom. After 
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Schemfeddiifs tetum to his houfe, having prepared a noble 
feaft, he fat down to table with his family, and all the 
houfehold pafied the day in folemnity and mirth* 

The vifier Giafar having thus made an end of the 
Rory of Bedreddin Haftan, told the caliph Haroun Al- 
rafehid, that this was what he had to relate to his ma- 
jdly. The caliph found the Rory fa furprifmg, that 
without farther he ft ration he granted his Rave Rihan’s 
pardon: And to condole the young man, for the grief 
of having unhappily deprived himfelf of a woman whom 
he loved fo tenderly, married him to one of his Raves, 
bellowed liberal gifts upon him, and entertained him till 
he died—But ftr, added Scheherazade, obferving the 
day began to appear, though the ftory I have now told 
you be very agreeable, I have one Rill that is much more 
fo. If your majefty pleafes to hear it the next night. 
I'm certain you will be of the fame mind- Schahmr 
rofe without giving any anfwer, and was in a quandary 
what to do. The good Sultanefs {faid he within him¬ 
felf) tells very long Rories, and when once foe begins 
one, there’s no refuting to hear it out, I can’t tell whe¬ 
ther I foall put her to death to-day or not. No fare, I 
will not; Pll do nothing rafoly; the Rory foe promifes 
is perhaps more diverting than all the has told yet; I will 
not deprive myfelf of the pleafure of hearing it; when 
once ihe has told it, then foe foall die. 


The End of the Firfl fdumt* 


